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PBEFACE. 



In offering to our brethren this first volume of " Church 
Documents/' the editors are sensible that little need be said 
as to the nature and purposes of the work. They speak for 
themselves, and were, beside, fully explained in the commence- 
ment of our undertaking. 

It is equally unnecessary to speak of its value as furnishing 
authentic materials for the early history of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in our country. 

We ask support from our brethren not from any expecta- 
tion or desire of pecuniary return, to either the editors or the 
publisher. The labors of the first named are gratuitous, and 
the last but asks that he may bo reimbursed the moneys ex- 
pended by Iiim in producing the work. A second volume, 
now in press, will complete Connecticut; and the next diocese 
that will engage our attention will, probably, be Maryland. 

In the hope that their plans and efforts may be favorably 
viewed by their brethren, the editors commend the under- 
taking to their sympathies and kindness; and, without viola- 
ting propriety by a profusion of promises, ask leave to say no 
more than that they will faithfully give to their brethren such 
documents as they have, with an occasional explanatory note 
such as, in their view, may help to a better understanding of 
the documents themselves. The principle that prompts us to 
our present labour is — ^' pro Deo^ pro Jtcclesid%pro hominum 
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What was called New-England, in the times of our early 
history, comprised the colonies of Connecticut, Massachusetts 
Bay, Plymouth and Rhode Island, with Narragansett ; and 
very little was there to be found, in it, of tendencies toward 
the Church of England. Episcopacy had, at first, few or no 
friends in New-England. The land had been settled, from 
1620, by Protestant Dissenters of various names, Brownists, 
Independents, Presbyterians, &c. Here and there, indeed, 
might be found one who was bold enough to avow his prefer- 
ence for " Lords Bishops," rather than for " Lords Brethren ;" 
but the country was soon made so uncomfortable a residence 
for him, that he was commonly glad to leave it for a more 
quiet home. Still, some remained, and from one cause or 
another, which it is not necessary here to detail. Episco- 
palians increased, insomuch that, in 1679, a considerable 
number of that class, who lived in Boston, petitioned King 
Charles II. *^ that a Church might be allowed in that city, for 
the exercise of utligion according to the Church of England." 
The petition was granted. King's Chapel was established, 
and thus the Episcopal Church obtained foothold in New- 
England, surrounded with a numerous body of as bitter ene- 
mies as it has ever encountered on this continent. For years 
it fought hard for every inch Aground it gained. But for 
the Venerable Society for Propagating the Gospel, it had 
probably been entirely vanquished in the contest This 
society was chartered in 1701, and the first help it afforded, 
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in New-England, was in Connecticut. This help was ren- 
dered through the aid of agents, both clerical and lay, who 
belonged to one of the society's missions in New- York, on . 
the borders of Connecticut ; in which latter colony there 
was not a solitary congregation of Episcopalians, while the 
inhabitants (as one of these agents writes) were, almost with- 
out exception, "very ignorant of the constitution of our 
Church, and, therefore, enemies to it." To this agent we now 
beg leave to introduce our readers. 

No name is more honorably conspicuous in the early 
history of the Church, both in New- York and Connecticut, 
than that of Colonel Heathcote. Our Church MSS., of both 
these States, will present letters enough from his pen to verify 
our statement. Caleb Heathcote, the first lord of the Manor 
of Scarsdale, was the sixth son of Gilbert Heathcote, Esq., in 
the county of Derbyshire, and hundred of Scarsdale, England. 
The family is an ancient one, of great worth and respecta- 
bility in Derbyshire. Col. Heathcote was born at Chester- 
field, in the year 1663, and by his talents and industry in 
mercantile pursuits, "with God's blessing, obtained both 
influence and a good estate." He came from England to 
New-Tork in 1692 ; and the circumstances which caused his 
* emigration were not of an ordinary kind. It is stated in the 
"Documentary History of New- York," vol. iv.,p. 1039, that 
he was engaged to a very beautiful English lady, to whom 
he introduced his eldest brother, Gilbert. The lady soon 
found that she preferred the elder brother, and broke her 
engagement with the younger. 

Col. Heathcote immediately left England, and made his 
future bomo in America. He settled in New- York, and his 
career in this country is thus sketched by Mr. Bolton, in his 
interesting history of the Church in "Westchester County: 
"He became a leading man in the colony; was Judge of 
Westchester, and Colonel of its militia all his life ; first Mayor 
of the borougb of Westchester ; a counsellor of the Province ; 
Mayor of New- York for three years ; for a time, commander 
of the colony's forces, and, from 1715 to the time of his death, 
Eeceiver- General of the customs in North America. He was 
also one of the founders of Trinity Church, New- York ; his 
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namo heads the list of its first Yestrjmen, in 1697, and he 
remained in office till 1714. He was elected a member of 
the Venerable Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts, in the year 1704, and embraced every oppor- 
tunity of doing service to the Church, and, through the 
blessing of God, never let slip one fair occasion therein, when 
the Provincial Government would give him leave." 

" St. George Talbot, Esq., writing to the Secretary of the 
Venerable Society, January 10th, 1707-8, says : * I wish the 
report were true, that he (Caleb Heathcote) were appointed 
Governor ; it would be the best news, next to that of the 
Gospel, that ever came over.' " 

" Some time prior to 1704, he erected a stately brick manor- 
house in the village of Mamaroneck, upon what is still called 
Heathcote Hill, where he continued to reside for the remain- 
der of hia life. From this place most of the letters are dated 
which he addressed to theJiTenerable Society. Here he was 
reverenced by the poor, esteemed by the Colonial Governors, 
and respected by all. His death, which was very sudden 
and unexpected, took place m the spring of 1721. |He was 
buried near the southwest corner of Trinity Church, New- 
York. The following obituary notice appeared at the time 
of his decease :" 

" New-Yoek, March Gth, 1721. 

" On the 28th day of February last, died the Hon. Caleb 
Heathcote, Esq., Surveyor-General of His Majesty's customs 
for the Eastern District of North America, Judge of the 
Court of Admiralty for the Provinces of New- York and New- 
Jersey and the Colony of Connecticut, one of His Majesty 'a 
Council for the Province of New-York, and brother of Sir 
Gilbert Heathcote, of London. He was a gentleman of rare 
qualities, excellent temper and virtuous life and conversation, 
and his loss lamented by all who knew him ; who, the day of 
his death, went about doing good in procuring a charitable 
subscription, in which he made a very great progress." 

Wo gather a few more particulars concerning this most 
worthy gentleman from Mr. Bolton's truly valuable history 
of Westchester County. . We havq seen that Col. Heathcote 
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came over in 1692. In 1696 he obtained, by purchase of 
Anne Eichbell, relict of one John Uichbell, a right to certain 
lands, which Eichbell had derived from the Dutch West In- 
dia Company in 1661 ; and in 1701 he purchased of the In- 
dian proprietors, for a valuable consideration, their right and 
title to a large body of land lying on the Bronx and Mama- 
roneck Eivers ; and the lands included in these two purchases 
united, constituted the manor or lordship of Scarsdale, for 
which a royal charter was granted to Col. Heathcote in 1701. 
The territory thus acquired was larger than several of the 
smaller principalities of Germany, some of its boundaries 
running uninterruptedly for a length of eighteen miles ; and 
within this little empire the proprietor and lord was empow- 
ered to erect his court leet and court baron, appoint his stew- 
ards and deputies, impose amercements, issue the customary 
legal process of such courts, distrain for rents, services, <fec., 
enjoy all waifs, estrays, deodan^s and forfeited goods of 
felons ; and, in short, to be as near an approximation to the 
ancient lord of feudal times as the more modem laws of Eng- 
land, at that day, would permife 

Extensive, however, as were these powers of the lord of 
Scarsdale, there is no evidence that he abased them to the 
oppression or injury of any one ; for he seems to have been 
a common benefactor, and a very public-spirited, conscientious 
and useful man, ready for any good work that would benefit 
the community in which he lived. And in no particular was 
this latter trait more conspicuous than in his efforts to make 
permanent the institutions and teachings of Christianity. 
There is an amusing account, given by himself, of some of the 
measures to which he resorted for accomplishing his object. 
He thus writes : " I shall begin the history of the Church 
from the time I first came among them, which was about 
twelve years ago. I found it the most rude and heathenish 
country I ever saw in my whole life, which called themselves 
Christians — there being not so much as the least marks oi" 
footsteps of religion of any sort. Sundays were the only 
tim.es set apart by them for all manner of vain sports and 
lewd diversions, and they were grown to such a degree of 
rudeness, that it was intolerable. I, having then the com- 
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xnand of the militia, sent an order to all the captains, requir- 
ing them to call their men nnder arms, and to acquaint them 
that in case they would not in every town agree among them* 
selves to appoint readers, and to pass the Sabbath in the best 
manner they could, till such time as they should be better 
provided, that the captains should, every Sunday, call their 
companies imder arms, and spend the day in exercise. Where- 
upon it was unanimously agreed, throughout the country, to 
make choice of readers, which they accordingly did, and con- 
tinued in those methods for some time." This was certainly 
a novel illustration of the " Church MilitantJ^ 

After Col. Heathcote's settlement in New^York, (but of the 
precise date we are ignorant,) he married Martha, the daugh- 
ter of Col. William Smith, of Long Island, who was com- 
monly known as "Tangier" Smith, from the fact that he 
had been Governor of Tangier, in Africa. This lady was 
the* mother of several children, all of whom died without 
issue, except two of the daughtei^, Anne and Martha, who 
became the co-heiresses of Col. Heathcote. Of these, Anne 
married the Hon. James De Lancey, Lieut.-Govemor of New- 
York, son of one of the Huguenots, Etienne De Lancey, whom 
the revocation of the edict of Nantz had driven to America. 
One of their sons was John Peter De Lancey, who married 
Elizabeth Floyd, and these were the parents of the Right 
Rev. WUliam Heathcote De Lancey, the present able and 
much esteemed Bishop of the diocese of Western New-York. 
The other daughter, Martha, married Lewis Johnston, Esq., 
M. D., of Perth Amboy, New-Jersey. They had four chil- 
dren, John, Anne, Margaret and Heathcote. Of these, Mar- 
garet married, according to Mr. Bolton, the Hon. Bower 
Reed, " Governor" of New- Jersey ;* their daughter Maria 
married Joshua Mcllvaine, and these were the parents of the 
Right Rev. Charles Petit Mcllvaine, the gifted and zealous 
Bishop of Ohio. It will thus be seen, that two of our pres- 



♦ Mr. Whitehead, in his " Contributions to East Jersey History," says that Mr. 
Bolton is in error in the statement that Mr^ Beed was Governor of Jersey. He 
never held that office. He was a highly respected lawyer of Burlington County, 
Mayor of Burlington, Register-General and Secretary of State of New-Jersey, firom 
ihe Bevolutionto the time of his death, in 1794. 
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eat Bishops are direct descendants of Colonel Hcathcote, and 
by their pious labors have faithfully endeavonred to perpetu- 
ate and extend that Church, for which, in the beginning, their 
honored ancestor did all that he could, in laying the founda- 
tion. Nor is this all ; according to Mr. Bolton, the Eev. 
William Walton, D. D., of New-York, is a great grandson of 
Chief Justice De Lancej, and has, therefore, the blood of 
Col. Heathcote in his veins. We have, therefore, among our 
clergy, three descendants of this wortliy gentleman, who 
gave so much of his time and means to the establishment of 
the Church in which they minister. But it is time to let 
Col. Heathcote speak for himself. 



[Colonel Heathcote to the Secretary, detract.] 

Maiwr of Scarsdale^ Nov. 9th^ 1706. 

Sir, 

I have been so long wandering from one subject to another, 
that I had almost forgot to give you my thoughts of Mr. 
Muirson, whom my Lord of London has sent for this parish. 
He has been here about three months, in which time he hath, 
by much, outdone my expectation ; having very fully re- 
trieved all that unfortunate gentleman, Mr. Pritchard, lost ; 
and if he continues so faithful in the discharge of his trust, I 
have not the least doubt but he will be able to give as large 
an account of his services as any that has been sent over to 
this Province ; and I must do him the justice to own, that he 
is deserving of the Society's favours. For, as some of his 
parishioners told me, and which I know in a great measure to 
be true, that although they have had a great many Ministers 
among them since the settlement of their town, yet Mr. 
Muirson did more good amongst them the first six weeks 
after his coming, than all they ever had before ; and I ques- 
tion not, but when you have the particulars of his proceed- 
ings transmitted, you will find what I have said of him to be 

tme. 
My principles and natural temper lead me to do the 
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Church all the service I can, everywhere ; bnt I dare not 
promise for more than this county at present, and my best 
endeavours in the westernmost towns in Connecticut Colony, 
when the Church is well rooted here. And it has always 
been my opinion, and is so still, that there is no part of this 
Province, or even America, that will be of greater use or 
service to have the Church thoroughly settled in ; for it is 
not only large in extent, and the land very good, but near 
the city. So, consequently, it will in time be a great settle- 
ment. But, bordering on Connecticut, there is no part of 
the continent from whence the Church can have so fair an 
opportunity to make impressions upon the Dissenters in that 
government, who are settled, by their laws, from Eye Parish 
to Boston Colony, which is about thirty-five leagues, in which 
there are abundance of people and places. As for Boston 
Colony, I never was in it, so can say little about it. But as 
for Connecticut, I am and have been pretty conversant with it, 
and always was as much in all their good graces as any man ; 
and now that I am on that subject, I will give you the best 
account I can of that colony. 

It contains, in length, about 140 miles, and has in it about 
forty towns, in each of which there is a Presbyterian or In- 
dependent Minister, settled by law, to whom the people are 
all obliged to pay, notwithstanding many times the Ministers 
are not ordained, of which I have known several examples. 
The number of people there is, I believe, about 2,400 souls. 
They have abundance of odd kind of laws, to prevent any 
dissenting from their Church, and endeavour to keep the 
people in as much blindness and unacquaintedness with any 
other religion as possible, but in a more particular manner 
the Church, looking upon her as the most dangerous enemy 
they have to grapple withal, and abundance of pains is taken 
to make the ignorant think as bad as possible of her ; and I 
reaUy believe that more than half the people in that govern- 
ment think our Church to be little better than the Papist, and 
they fail not to improve every little thing against us. But I 
bless God for it, the Society has robbed them of their best 
argument, which was the ill lives of our clergy that came 
into these parts ; and the truth is, I have not seen many good 
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men, but of tlie Society's sending; and no sooner was that 
honourable body settled, and those prudent measures taken 
for carrying on of that good work, but the people of Con- 
necticut, doubting of maintaining their ground without some 
further support, with great industry went through their 
colony for subscriptions to build a college at a place called 
Seabrook ; and the Ministers, who are as absolute in their 
respective parishes as the Pope of Eome, argued, prayed and 
preached up the necessity of it, and the passive, obedient 
people, who dare not do otherwise than obey, gave even 
beyond their ability. A thing, which they call a college, 
was prepared accordingly, wherein, as I am informed, a com- 
mencement was made about three or four months ago. But 
notwithstanding their new college here, and an old one in 
Boston, and that every town in that colony has one, and some 
two Ministers, and I have not only heard them say, but seen 
' it in their prints, that there was no place in the world where 
the gospel shone so brightly, nor the people lived so re- 
ligiously and well as they ; yet I dare aver, that there is not 
a much greater necessity of having the Christian religion, in 
its true light, preached any where, than amongst them — many, 
if not the greatest number of them, being little better than 
in a state of heathenism, having never been baptized or ad- 
mitted to the Communion. And that you may be satisfied 
what I tell you herein is not spoken at random, nor grounded 
on careless observation, Mr. Muirson's parish, which is more 
than three-fourths composed of two towns, viz., Eye and Bed- 
ford, which were first settled under the colony of Connecticut, 
and by the people bred and born under that government ; and 
some time before my coming they had a Minister, one Mr. 
Denham, and had afterwards two more, Woodbridge and 
Bowers, at Kye, and one Mr. Jones, at Bedford, and the 
people of Kye only had of this county the care to provide a 
parsonage house ; and notwithstanding all those great shows 
of religion, and that at such times as they were destitute of a 
Minister. 

Greenwich and Stamford, the bounds of the former of which 
places join upon theirs, and the other is not above ten miles dis- 
4;ant, where they were always supplied, so that they could not 
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be said to want the opportunity of having the Sacraments ad- 
ministered to them ; yet I believe twenty of them had never 
received the Communion, nor half of them been baptized, as 
Mr. Muirson will more fully inform you. 

And now I have given you an account of the state of that 
colony, what will in the next place be naturally expected 
from me is, to know my opinion of the best and most proba- 
ble way of doing good amongst them. There is nothing more 
certain than that it is the most difficult task the Society have 
to wade through. For the people are not only not of the 
Church, but have been and are trained up, with all the care 
imaginable, to be its enemies. That to make an impression, 
under all these disadvantages, is very difficult, though I hope 
not impossible ; and though, at first view, the prospect of 
doing any good upon them is very little, yet no doubt but 
the most proper measures ought to be taken, leaving the 
event to Almighty God. 

Now, to give you my thoughts in what way this great work 
may best be endeavoured at, so as it may be done with little 
expense, I believe, for the first step, the most proper way 
would be, that one of the Ministers in this County should be 
directed, by my Lord of London, to inform himself where 
there are any in that government that profess themselves to 
be of the Church, and to know if they or any of their neigh- 
bours have any children to baptize, or desire to partake of the 
Sacrament ; and inform them that he will come to the town 
where they live, and after having given them a sermon, will 
perform those holy rites. There need, I think, no more be 
done in this matter at present ; but the Society may, if they 
please, leave the rest to me, and I won't only give him the 
best advice and directions I can therein, but will, God wil- 
ling, wait upon him in his progress, and persuade some useful 
friends along with me. And when this essay has been made, 
I shall be much better able to guess at the state of that gov- 
ernment, and what is fitting to bo done next. 

Now, the person that I would advise them to pitch upon, by all 
means, for this expedition, is Mr. Muirson ; he being not only 
posted next those parts, and so it will look less like design ; 
but he has a very happy way of delivery, and makes little 

2 
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two of his notes in preaching, which is extremely taking 
amongst those people ; and for argument, few of his years 
eicceed him. 

The chief end I have in this projection is to have the people 
of tiiat government undeceived in their notions concerniDg 
our Church — there being, I believe, fifteen thousand in that 
colony who have never heard, or scarce seen a Church of 
England Minister ; and I have the charity to believe that, 
after having heard one of our Ministers preach, they will not 
look upon our Church to be such a monster as she is repre- 
sented ; and being convinced of some of the cheats, many of 
them may duly consider of the sin of schism. However, let 
the success be what it will, to me the duty seems plain. I 
have not only mentioned this to you, but in my letter to my 
Lord of London, and shall patiently wait for his and the So- 
ciety's commands therein. 

Caleb Heathoote. 

The tour of observation suggested in this letter was, ere 
long, made by Col. Heathcote, in company with the Eev. 
Mr. Muirson, of whom he speaks in terms of such high com- 
mendation in the former part of the preceding extract. But 
Mr. Muirson deserves at our hands something more than 
the mere mention of his name, and we therefore ask leave to 
tell our readers somewhat concerning him ; after which he, 
also, like Col. Heathcote, shall speak for himself. 

The Eev. George Muirson, A. M., was born in Scotland, 
(in Ayrshire, probably,) about the year 1675, and received 
his education, as it is supposed, in some one of the colleges 
of that country. Li 1703 he was sent to the Province of 
New-Tork, by the Venerq-ble Society, as schoolmaster at 
Albany. When Lord Combury afterward established a Latin 
free-school in New-Tork, ho appointed Mr. Muirson its mas- 
ter ; and for some time he discharged the duties of that office 
successfully. The Kev. William Vesey (of whom our New- 
York documents, when published, will furnish more particu- 
lar information) was, at that time, the Eector of New-Tork, 
which had in it no Episcopal Church but Trinity ; and in 
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1704, Mr. Mtiirson, who was seeking the appointment of 
Catechist in Trinity, was spoken of as a fit person to be or- 
dained, and to become assistant to Mr. Vesey in his ministe- 
rial labours. He was strongly recommended by Lord Corn- 
bury, the Eev. Mr. Vesey, the Church "Wardens and Vestry- 
men of Braintree, (now Quincey,) in Massachusetts, and by 
the Rev. Evan Evans of Philadelphia, of whom our Penn- 
sylvania documents have much, that is good, to say. This 
last named gentleman thus wrote to the Bishop of London, 
in October, 1704 : " This comes by the hands of the ingenious 
Mr. George Muirson, to receive holy orders from your Lord- 
ship, by the approbation of his Excellency, my Lord Corn- 
bury. I find that he is very well beloved and esteemed by 
all sorts of people, a man of a very sober and blameless con- 
versation. He seems to be endued with great humility of 
mind, and has the character of being very prudent in his con- 
duct. I give him this recommendation not to gratify him- 
self, nor any body else, but because I sincerely believe he may 
be very instrumental of doing much good in the Church." 

With such testimonials, Mr. Muirson found no difficulty in 
obtaining orders from the hands of Dr. Compton, the Bishop 
of London; and, returning to America, he reached New- 
York in July, 1706. Though he had been spoken of as a 
suitable assistant to Mr. Vesey, from some satisfactory cause 
Lord Combury thought it best, soon after his arrival, to ap- 
point him to the Church at Rye, which had been much injured 
under a year's ministry of the Rev. Mr. Pritchard. He soon 
revived the drooping prospects of the Church at Rye, and, 
"by the aid and assistance of the good Colonel Heathcote," 
as he expresses it, persuaded the parish to build a good 
Church edifice. In the same letter, from which the above 
words are quoted, he says : " I have lately been in the gov- 
ernment of Connecticut, where I observe some people well 
affected to the Church ; for those that are near,, come to my 
parish on Sabbath days ; so that I am assured an itinerant 
Missionary might do great services in that Province. Some 
of their Ministers have privately told me, that had we a 
Bishop among us, they would conform and receive holy 
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orders 5 from which, as well as on all the Continent, the 
necessitj of a Bishop will plainly appear." 

Colonel Heathcote, who, as we have seen, was the leading 
man of that day in "Westchester County, as well as of great 
and deserved influence in the Province at large, had, we are 
persuaded, much instrumentality in causing Mr. Muirson to 
be sent to Kye. He had the interests of the Church in view. 
Scarsdale embraced a great part of Mr. Muirson's parish at 
Eye, and, indeed, Col. Heathcote may almost be said to have 
founded the parish there ; he was one of its first wardens, 
and for some time its chief supporter. He was, by much, 
the richest man in "Westchester ; very decided and ardent in 
his attachment to the Church of England ; extremely liberal 
in the use of his fortune for its extension ; so that not only 
did the Church at Eye owe almost its existence (as it cer- 
tainly did its preservation) imder God to him, but all West- 
chester County is indebted to his eflfbrts and to his means for 
nearly every one of her ancient parishes, which are now among 
the oldest in this country. The object of Col. Heathcote was 
two-fold : first, to plant the Church securely in Westchester, 
on the border^ of Connecticut; and, secondly, from that 
point, to act upon Connecticut, which was wholly Puritan, 
and, withal, not a little bigotted and uncharitable. After 
Mr. Muirson was settled at Eye, the Colonel commenced the 
execution of the second part of his plan. Mr. Muirson fre- 
quently crossed the border, "holding services, preaching, 
baptizing and distributing prayer-books and devotional 
works;" and, as Mr. Bolton states, in his History of the 
Parish of Eye, " on these expeditions he was invariably ac- 
companied by Col. Heathcote. They rode on horseback, with 
their saddle-bags full of books, and the Colonel always went 
fully armed^ as, in those tolerant times, it was as much as a 
man's life was worth even to talk of ' the Church ' in Con- 
necticut, without the means of self-defence." 

Mr. Muirson must have possessed a peculiar aptitude for 
this itinerating duty in Connecticut, and he was much 
blessed in his labours. It pleased God, however, to take him 
to himiself when he was yet but a young man, of but little 
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more than thirty years. He died in October, 1708, deeply 
lamented by all who knew him. One who had stndied his 
character well, thus speaks of him : " He was a most zealons, 
devoted and truly good man ; a sound Churchman in his 
principles, and bold and fearless in advocating his views ; 
cool in judgment, winning in manners, and possessed of great 
natural eloquence, he was well fitted for the position in 
which he was placed, and admirably calculated to intro- 
duce the Church into the then benighted government of 
Connecticut." 

His friend and patron, Col. Heathcote, who probably knew 
and understood him better than any other man did, thus ex- 
presses himself, in a letter to the Secretary of the Venerable 
Society, dated not long after his death : — " I must, in the first 
place, give you the melancholy account of Mr. Muirson's 
death, who was a very industrious and successful Missionary, 
and had it pleased Grod to have preserved his life, he would 
have been able to have given a wonderful account of his 
labours. By his constant j oumies in the service of the Church, 
and the necessary supply of his family, he expended every 
farthing he got here and of the Society." The testimony of 
his clerical brethren, to the worth of such a man, should not 
be omitted. It is equally honourable to him and to themselves. 
In a joint letter which they sent to the Bishop of London, 
dated November 24:th, 1709, they thus write : 

" Mat it Please youb Lobdship, 

" We think ourselves obliged by the ties of humanity and 
sacred relation of paternity, as well as those of Christian 
charity to the indigent, to make this representation to your 
Lordship, our most worthy Diocesan, and the Venerable So- 
ciety for the Propagation of the Gospel, in the behalf of the 
virtuous relicts of our late deceased reverend brethren, Mr. 
Muirson and Mr. TTrquhart, whose present diiSScult circum- 
stances, as they extort this our petition, so we humbly hope 
will render them proper objects of your commiseration. Kie 
former was Missionary of Eye, a parish bordering on Con- 
necticut Colony, where God was pleased to bless his painful 
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labours with gnitable success ; and that he might not fall un> 
der the censure of avarice, or give the least occasion of any 
reflection amongst his people, (who were for the most part 
proselytes to the Church,) he not only frequently parted with 
what, by law, was his just demand, but out of his Missionary 
allowance of £50 per annum, endeavoured to support himself, 
that he might make the Gospel as little burdensome to them 
as possible, one of the most eflfectual means to establish the 
Church in these parts, and by his frequent journeys to Strat- 
ford, a town in that Province where he was invited to preach, 
and had a very good prospect of erecting a Church for the 
worship of God, according to the form and manner of the 
Church of England, he was put to more than ordinary 
charges, which, (had God granted him a longer life,) he might 
have reaped so much advantage from, as to have made a set- 
tlement there for the service of our Church, and, in a great 
measure, repaired the voluntary poverty he had brought ugpn 
himself in his endeavours to effect this good work^^J^ut it 
pleased God to remove him in the midst of his labours and 
dawning of our hopes, by which his poor widow, and one 
son, bom since his death, are left to struggle with some diffi- 
culties, which we hope the pious zeal of your Venerable So- 
ciety will remove, by an allowance of £60 sterling, to com- 
mence from his death, for one year, to pay his just debts con- 
tracted in that service," &q. 

This letter was signed by the following reverend gentle- 
men : JSoans of Philadelphia, TaJhot of Burlington, Thomas 
of Hampstead, Barton of Westchester, Sharp^ Chaplain to the 
Queen's Forces, Bridge of Eye, and Myles and Harris of 
Boston. 

On the 20th of June, 1707, Mr. Muirson married Georgiana, 
the youngest daughter of the Hon. "William Smith, of St. 
George's Manor, Long Island, Chief Justice and President of 
the Council of N ew-Tork. The posthumous son alluded to 
in the foregoing letter was George Muirson, Esq., M. D., of 
Setauket, L. I. Mrs. Muirson survived her husband but 
two years. The posthumous son. Dr. George Muirson, mar- 
ried Anna Smith, and their descendants are still, we believe, 
living on Long Island. 
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[Mr, Muirton to the Secretary, .Extracts] 

Honored Sir, 

Please to communicate to yonr Society that I have lately 
been in Connecticut Colony, and found some persons well- 
disposed towards the Church. I preached in Stratford to a 
very numerous congregation, both forenoon and afternoon. 
I baptized about twenty-four persons the same day. I intend 
another journey thither again quickly, being invited to bap- 
tize their children, and hope (by the Divine aid) to make a 
fair beginning for the establishment of the Church, in a con- 
siderable part of that government. There are, I'm informed, 
some thousands of persons in that colony unbaptized, and 
the reason is this, most of their Ministers refuse to admit any 
children into Christ's Church by baptism, but those whose 
parents are in full communion with them. The Independents 
threaten me, and all who are instrumental in bringing me 
thither, with prison .and hard usage. They are very much 
incensed to see that the Church (Rome's sister, as they 
ignorantly called her) is likely to gain ground among 'em, 
and use all the stratagems they can invent to defeat my en- 
terprises. But, however, since I hope my superiors approve 
of my undertaking, I shall not fail to visit ad often as the 
affairs of my parish will permit ; neither shall all they can 
do or say discourage me from prosecuting (to the utmost of 
my ability) so good a design. I shall be glad to receive the 
instructions of your Honourable Corporation by the next op* 
portunity, which I shall always think myself happy in obey- 
ing. In the mean time shall continue to proceed in this 
method till I receive further orders. The Hon. Col. Helith- 
cote (who always studies and endeavours the good of the 
Church) has been very diligent and industrious in carrying 
on this great work, llie eininency of his station, and withal 
his favouring and countenancing my attempts of this natui^ 
is of so great consequence among the people that, truly, what 
success I have hitherto had, either at home or abroad, is oW- 
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ing more to his prudent conduct than to the best of my weak 
labours. He honours me with his good company in all such ' 
progresses, and exerts his utmost endeavours to settle the 
Church wherever he goes, which will recommend him to the 
esteem and regard of all good men, but especially (I'm per- 
suaded) of your worthy members, 

Honor'd sir, 

Tour most faithful. 

Humble servant,. 

Geobob Muibson. 
Eyb, Octcber 2d, 1T06. 



[Colonel HeatkooU to the Seonetary,'] 

October, 1706. 
Sh-, 

I gave you the trouble of a very long letter by Mr. Talbot, 
and another by the Virginia fleet, both which 1 hope are 
come to your hands, and have not since been favoured with 
any from you, tho' am in daily expectation thereof. I have 
not lately heard any thing of or from Mr. Clayton ; and since 
he does the Society no service, I hope he is in no charge to 
them. I have a proposal to lay before the Board concerning 
schooling, in which I propose a considerable service without 
any very great charge, and am apt to believe it may be ap- 
proved of. I have it now upon the anvil, and hope to have 
it ready to transmit to you in my next, which shall be with 
the first opportunity, God willing, that presents after this. I 
told you, in my former letter, that I intended to accompany 
Mr. Muirson into Connecticut, to try what impression could 
be made on those people. "We accordingly paid them a visit 
about six weeks ago, and had done it sooner, but the expecta- 
tion we were under of the French making an attack on this 
Province, obliged me not to leave until those fears were over. 
We found that Colony much as we expected — very ignorant 
of the constitution of our Church, and, for that reason, great 
enemi^ to it. All their towns are furnished with Ministers, 
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(as I formerly told you,) who are chiefly Independents, and 
denying baptism to the children of all who are not in full 
communion; there are many thousands in that government 
unbaptized. The Ministers are very uneasy at our coming 
amongst them, and abundance of pains was taken to persuade 
and terrify the people from hearing Mr. Muirson, but it 
availed nothing ; for, notwithstanding all their endeavours, 
he had a very great congregation, and, indeed, infinitely be- 
yond my expectation. The people were wonderfully sur- 
prised at the order of our Church, expecting ta have heard 
and seen some wonderful strange things, by the account and 
representation of it that their teachers had givea, them. I 
am in hopes, upon the. whole matter,, that, our journey was 
not lost ; but that we have done service tp the Church in our 
progress, in which I shall be able to give a better guess after 
our next visit, which we intend, God willing,.to pay them 
about a month or six weeks hence. Mr. Muirson baptized 
about twenty-four, mostly grown people ; and when he goes 
there next, I hope many more will be added to the Church. 
He is, truly, very well qualified for that service, having a 
very happy way of preaching ; and, considering his years, 
wonderfully good at argument, while his life is without blem- 
ish. I've not any thing further at present worth the while to 
trouble you with, save my most humble regards and duty to 
the Society,. so remain, sir. 

Your most affectionate servant,. 

Caleb Heathoote. 



[OoLBecUhooU to the Secretary f] 

Sir, 

. I wrote you a letter by the last fieet, since which I have 
not been favoured by any from you, which I attribute to the 
misfortune of the Resolution Galley. I therein gave you an 
account of some small progress we had made toward settling 
the Church in Connecticut. Since which, we have made 
another journey amongst them, when Mr. Muirson baptized 
four or five more, mostly grown persons, and administered the 
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Sacrament to about fifteen. He met with more opposition 
this time than the last, the justices having taken the freedom 
to preach, giving out at the same time, amongst the people, 
that he and all his hearers should be put in gaol. But, not> 
withstanding all their threats to some and persuasions to 
others, he had a handsome congregation ; and I believe the 
next visit that is paid them, it will be found that their strug- 
gling to stifle the Church will be a great means to forward its 
growth, for I hope, with the blessing of God, in as short a 
time as can reasonably be expected, there won't only be a 
fine congregation gathered, but ways will be found by our 
projection, or otherwise, to have a handsome Church for 
them to worship God in — ^for the eflecting of which, my 
hearty endeavour shall not be wanting. Those there in the 
interest of the Church are very desirous to have a Minister 
sent amongst them, in which, if the Society shall think fit 
to assist them^ more than common care must be taken that 
they have one of an exemplary life, and in all respects quali- 
fied to answer that great work ; for a miscarriage at our first 
Betting out would ruin all, and it would afterwards be ex- 
tremely difficult to make any steps toward settling the Church 
in that colony* It would be absolutely necessary, for the 
better and more easy effecting this great and good work, that 
an order be procured from Her Majesty, requiring the gov- 
ernment of that Colony not to force any of her subjects to 
pay for maintenance of the Ministers settled by their laws, 
and to repeal that act whereby they pretend to refuse liberty 
of conscience to those of the established Church. If those 
grievances were redressed, which in itself is very reasonable 
and proper, and not much more than hath been granted the 
Quakers, on their petition against the same government, it 
would be of greater service to the Church than can at first 
sight be imagined. I acquainted you, in my former letter, 
that there was a very ingenious gentleman at Stratford, one 
Mr. Beed, the Minister of that place, who is very inclinable 
to come over to the Church ; and if the charge can be dis- 
pensed with, he -is well worth the gaining, being by much 
the most ingenious man they have amongst them, and would 
be very capable to serve the Church. By reason of the good 
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inclination he shews for the Church, he has nndergone perse- 
cution by his people, who do all which is in their power to 
starve him, and being countenanced and encouraged therein 
by all the Ministers round them, they have very near effected 
it; BO that if any proposal could be made to encourage his 
coming over for ordination, his family, which is pretty large, 
must be taken care of in his absence. I thought fit to lay 
this matter before the Society, and leave it to their wisdom 
and judgment to move therein, as they think proper and con- 
venient. 

I hear nothing of Mr. Cleator, so suppose that he is either 
dead or hath declined the service, as having since better con- 
sidered that matter. If the Society will be pleased to allow 
the £16 he was to have for schoolmasters in this country, I 
believe I could, for that money, encourage the settling of four, 
by having it sent over in goods, as I shall direct ; and the 
Society shall have no trouble, nor run any risque therein, for 
1 will be answerable if any misfortune happen to it in coming 
over ; for, though 'tis but a small sum, I will give directions 
to have it insured. If this projection answers my expecta- 
tion, as I am very much of opinion it will, it may be of great » 
use and service to the Society on many other accounts. 

The bearer hereof, Mr. Evans, who has a very fair charac- 
ter, and is clothed with the reputation of having done very 
great service to the Church in Philadelphia, is going home 
to receive my Lord of London's directions for settling the 
Church at that place, which is very much rent by some 
unhappy differences, and I don't doubt his Lordship will find 
out effectual ways for healing their wounds, for it's a great 
pity the Church should be hurt by any divisions amongst 
her own members ; but especially in that place, where she is, 
in a more than ordinary manner, surrounded with enemies. 
Mr. Evans will be able to give you some account concerning 
the state of this parish, which Mr. Muirson hath, as I formerly 
told you, got into very great order. They are now busy in 
ceiling their Church, and it is, I believe, the first country 
Church in America that ever had that cost bestowed on it; 
and I question not but we shall persuade them to finish it in 
all other respects decently and welL Mr. Muirson, the next 
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journey lie makes to Connecticut, intends to settle his Church 
at Stratford, by making choice of Churchwardens and Ves- 
try, as Mr. Evans will more fully inform you. I was not 
mistaken when I formerly told you that he was tlie most 
proper of all the Missionaries hereabouts to go on that great 
undertaking, having performed that work with a wonderful 
deal of prudence and discretion. When the Church hath got 
footing in Connecticut, it will in the next place be advisable 
to try what is to bo done with the east end of Long Island, 
where there are several considerable towns, concerning which, 
when I have informed myself better, I shall give you mj 
thoughts therein. I have not at present any thing further 
worth your notice, so with my most humble duty to the 
Society 

I remain, sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Caleb Heathoote. 
New-Tobk, 24 leh'y, 1707. 



[Mr, Muiraan to the Secretary, FxtractJ] 

Much Honor'd Sir, 

I received yours, dated May 2, 1706, The instructions 
you sent along with it, I'm informed, are at York, which will 
come to my hands quickly. I understand by yours that the 
Society expects an account of all the subscriptions and con- 
tributions I receive from the Government or inhabitants, of 
which this is an exact statement That there is £50, N. York 
money, settled by act of Assembly upon Eye Parish ; but 
the people being very poor, I've received only about £10 or 
£12 since I've been their Minister. It's true I could compel 
'em, by law, to pay the whole ; but such proceedings, I'm 
well assured, would have been very hurtful to the interest of 
the Church, in a place, especially, surrounded with Dissent- 
ers of all sorts ; and, therefore, I thought it better to have 
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patienoe with them till thoy are more able, than that our 
glorious work should anyways suffer. They are all new con- 
verts, and so I must bear with 'em in many things, tho* to 
my present disadvantage ; but I hope, when our Church is 
finished, they will consider my -circumstances, and make my 
life more comfortable than hitherto it has been. As to the 
present circumstances of my parish, I've nothing new to 
offer; only, since my last, I've baptized several persons; 
that the number of communicants increases ; that the people . 
duly frequent the Church, excepting a few Quakers and 
Anabaptist families. There is a considerable number of 
growing persons not yet baptized; but I intend to admit 
them after they are instructed into the principles of that re- 
ligion of which their baptism makes them members ; for I 
think it necessary that the adults be first taught what they 
are to promise and perform in that covenant. 

I have been thrice in Connecticut Colony, and, in one 
town, have baptized about 32, young and old, and adminis- 
tered the Holy Sacrament to 18, who never received it before. 
Each time I had a numerous congregation. Col. Heathcote 
has taken abimdance of pains among 'em, and I find thai , 
many of the people are well Sisposed to the Church, but 
dare not, at present, show themselves, being under great dis- 
couragement from the Government, for the Independents 
threaten 'em with prison and punishment for coming to hear 
me preach ; and not only so, but one of their magistrates, with 
some other oflicers, came to my lodgings, on Saturday, and, in 
the hearing of Col. Heathcote and a great many people, read a 
long paper ; the -meaning of it was to let me know that theirs 
was a charter government ; that I had done an illegal thing in 
coming among 'em to establish a new way of worsliip, and to 
forewarn me from preaching any more. This he did by vir- 
tue of one of their laws, entitled ecclesiastical, page 29. The 
words he made use of are these, as the said law expresses 
them : " Be it enacted by thevGovernor, Council and Repre- 
sentatives, convened in General Assembly, that there shall 
be no ministry or church administration entertained or at- 
tended by the inhabitants of any town or plantation in this 
Colony^ distinct.and separate from,, and in opposition to, that 
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which is openly and pnblickly observed and dispensed by the 
approved ministers of the place." Now, whatever interpre- 
tation the words of the said law may admit, yet we are to 
regard the sense and force they put upon them, which is 
plainly thus, to exclude the Ohurch from their Government, 
as appears by their proceedings with me; so that hereby 
they deny a liberty of conscience to the Church of England, 
as well as to all others that are not of their opinion, which, 
, being repugnant to the laws of England, is contrary to the 
grant of their charter ; and which, I humbly presume, if our 
Gracious Queen was acquainted with, her Majesty would be 
pleased to disannul the same, or, at least, make it ineffectual 
against the settling of the National Church. Till this be 
done, or some other method taken to remove these hindrances, 
I cannot expect my endeavours should be so successful as 
otherwise they might be; for though tho people are very in- 
clinable, yet they are afraid of the penalty annexed to the 
law. It's very remarkable how industrious both ministers 
and magistrates are to frustrate my undertaking; for, 
wherever they come, they busy themselves from house to 
house to keep the people away. Among many others, I 
shall offer only one particuitir instance of their spight and 
malice against the Ohurch. I was lately invited to preach, 
and baptize some children, in a town called Fairfield ; upon 
which, I sent a letter to the minister and magistrate of said 
town, entreating the use of their meeting-house, supposing 
they would readily grant it, being on a week-day ; but they 
refused it, and told me they would discountenance such new 
ways. A gentleman was so kind as to invite me to his 
house, where (notwithstanding all the stratagems they had 
used to hinder the people from coming) I had a large congre- 
gation ; but so cruelly was the Independent party set against 
us, that they railed and scoffed at the Church, making her as 
idolatrous as Eome, and denied us the liberty of ringing the 
bell, or beating a drum, to give the people notice. The 
Eeverend Mr. Evans was there along with me. He was 
pleased to travel almost 200 miles, that, being acquainted 
with the particular circumstances of that Colony, he might 
be the more capable of giving you a true and full informa- 
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tion. He has their law book; he can show you what laws 
they make use of against the Church, and how they fore% our 
people to pay to their Ministers, and take their estates by dis- 
tress. By those and such intolerable oppressions, the people 
are disenabled to contribute to the support of a Church of 
England Minister, and therefore have petitioned home that 
one may be sent, with a sufficient maintenance, from the 
Honourable Corporation! He had need be a man very pru- 
dent in conduct, and exemplary in life and conversation, . 
(for being the first,) the advancement of the Church in 
after ages depends, in a great measure, upon his good be- 
haviour ; for the people generally judge a man's principles 
by his life. 

Sir, it would make my letter too tedious, should I enume- 
rate all the attempts they make against us. I shall therefore 
desist from this subject, desiring only you would be pleased 
to enquire more particularly of Mr. Evans, as also to consult 
those letters which the people, from time to time, have sent to 
me, by which you will see the necessity there is of a Mission- 
ary among 'em, and how desirous these good men are of re- 
ceiving the sacred ordinances, and worshipping God in the 
way of our holy mother, and yet what sore grievances and 
hardships they labour under for the same. 

It would be a great service if the Society would be pleased 
to send over some Common Prayer-Books and some small 
treatise in defence of the Church ; for our adversaries have 
mustered up all the scandalous and reviling pamphlets they 
can get, and have dispersed them among the people in order 
to prejudice 'em against us. 

I want books very much for my own use, having only a 
few I bought before I came from London, but I hope the So- 
ciety have been pleased to consider my request before this 
time. 

I heartily beg your prayers, that all my endeavours may 
answer the glorious ends of my mission, the advancement of 
God's Glory in the due edifying of his people. 

That Almighty God may be pleased, (out of the immense 
treasury of His riches,) so to increase your stock and bless all 
your laudable designs, that you may, for the further good of 
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His Church and people, send forth more labourers into BBfl 
Hajvest, shall ever be the fervent prayer of 

Honor'd sir, 

Tour most faithful friend and 

Very humble servant, 

Geosge Muisson. 
Ryb, 4 Aprilj 1707. 



[Colonel ffeatheote to the Seeretairy,'] 

Sir, 

After I had furnished my other letter by the bearer, Mr. 
Evans, he, resolving to tarry a month or six vreeks longer 
than he first proposed, gives me the opportunity to send what 
new matter hath since occurred. And to begin with Connec- 
ticut : — ^About 14: days ago, Mr.Muirson paid his congregation 
in those parts a visit, and had the happiness to be accompa- 
nied by Mr. Evans, who, out of his zeal to serve the Church, 
though of a weakly constitution, undertook that troublesome 
journey, so that, being an eye-witness to those affairs, he 
might be the more able to give a more satisfactory account 
concerning the state of the Church there, to whom I shall 
make bold, in a great measure, to refer you. I bless God for 
it. Every thing has almost outgone my first hopes, and I am 
very much of opinion that, if that matter is pushed on with 
care, a wonderful deal of service may be done the Church in 
that government. The people having been kept in perfect 
blindness, as many of them now declare, and as I told you in 
mine by the Jamaica fleet, it cannot be an act of greater 
charity to undeceive the Indians, than those miserable blind- 
ed people ; and where there are such vast numbers debarred 
from the benefit of God's Holy Ordinances, concerning which 
I was so full in the letter before mentioned, that it will be 
needless to enlarge on that head. 

I did, in my last two letters, acquaint you that there was a 
very ingenious Minister in that Colony, who showed great 
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inclination to come over to the Church, and I was of opinion 
he would be well worth the recovery. I also told you that 
his affection for the Church had created him many enemies f 
and that he has undergone a sort of persecution on that ac- 
count; but now his enemies have done their worst to him, 
having turned him out of his living, as Mr. Evans can more 
fully inform you — he having seen and discoursed with him— 
that, as I really believe, it will conduce very much to the ser- 
vice of the Church, and also, in justice to the poor gentleman, 
who has a large family of small children, who must come to 
ruin and misery, and become a sacrifice to the cause of the 
Church, which would be a great dishonour, should he not be 
relieved by us. I did, therefore, make bold to assure him of 
the Society's favours ; and that upon his going to England, 
and making a solemn declaration, that he will receive orders 
from the Bishop of London, so soon as he can with conve- 
niency do it ; that to enable him to maintain his family dur- 
ing his absence, I would pass my word that he should be en- 
titled to the usual Missionary allowance of £50 a year, from 
the time of his going off; and that in order thereunto I would 
give him my best recommendations to the Society. So it is 
my humble request they would be pleased to allow it if he 
comes ; and in case they do not think it proper to settle a 
salary upon him before such time as he is actually in orders, 
that it may be considered him under some other name ; be- 
cause my promise to him is such ; and I am not under the 
least doubt but he will merit it by his service to the Church. 
This sudden turn, concerning Mr. Reed, has put upon me 
new thoughts, which are, to have Mr. Muirson removed from 
this parish, and that his mission be for Connecticut Colony in 
general, the place of his residence being at Stratford, or at 
such town as he shall judge to be most for the service of the 
Church. This will, in my opinion, not only be the most 
effectual way for carrying on that great work ; but the So- 
ciety will be put to no difficulty in getting a proper person, 
in which, if the least mistake should happen as to the quali- 
fications of a Minister, the whole Mission would be endanger- 
ed, by it ; and as experience hath fully satisfied us how fitting 
Mr. Muirson is for that undertaking, by what he hath already 
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done, I am humbly of opinion that for that reason it wonld 
not be proper to put th^t matter to a new risk ; and, in the 
next place, it will be of absolute necessity not only to have a 
very good man in this place, being on the frontiers of that 
government, but also one who will be zealously assisting to 
Mr. Muirson, in which none will be more proper than Mr. 
Eeed. And in case there is a removal, according to the ad- 
vice given herewith, it is my desire it may be so ; and then 
as to Mr. Muirson, if he goes on that mission, he cannot have 
less allowed him than 100 pounds sterling & year ; because, at 
the first setting out, nothing must be expected from them, nor, 
indeed, any offers made toward it ; and as his Mission will 
be four times as large as any other, so he must consequently 
be in a perpetual motion, which will be chargeable and 
troublesome. I have not had much talk with him about it, 
but I doubt not in the least, if my Lord of London and the 
Society directs his removal, I can persuade him to be easy 
under it. 

I have, since writing my other letters, taken some pains to 
inquire concerning the character and behaviour of the bearer, 
Mr. Evans, and, upon the whole, find him to be an extraor- 
dinary good man, and one that hath done very great service 
to the Ohurch, not only in Philadelphia, but in other neigh- 
bouring towns, so that I am very much concerned that there 
should be any misunderstanding betwixt him and any of his 
parish, as he represents things ; and being a very honest, good 
man, I can't help giving credit to it. The Church and he 
have had hard usage offered them, though I am past a doubt 
that upon his making out those things to my Lord of London 
he will find means to settle and complete their differences, 
and will return him to his parish ; and, so far as it may be 
proper for the Society to concern themselves in that matter, 
I could wish they would give their assistance therein, because, 
whilst they are in that broken condition, the Church can't but 
receive many wounds by it. I can't think of any thing fur- 
ther of moment at this time. So remain, sir, 

Your obed't servt., 

Caleb Hjsathcote. 

NBw-roEK, Aj^ril 14, 1707. 
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[Mr, ICuinon to theSeereUtry, ETBtrad,"] 

Honor'dSir, 

I entreat your aceeptance of my most humble and heirfty 
thanks for the kind and Christian advice you were pleased to 
tender me in relation to Connecticut. Such measures as you 
proposed I have all along observed, and I am sure no .man 
in that Colony can justly accuse me of the contrary^ tknow 
that meekness and moderation is most agreeable to th^^t&ind 
of our blessed Saviour, Christ, who himself was m^^ jfttid 
lowly, and would have all his followers to learn that legi6n of 
Mm. It was a method bj which Christianity was^^rat 
propagated, and it is still the best policy to persiia^ ifiaii- 
kind to receive instruction. Gentleness and sweetfiesg^' of 
temper is the readiest way to engage the affectionspttbfjthe 
people ; and charity to those who differ from us in b^pituon 
is tiie most likely to convince them that our laboursiire in- 
tended for the welfare of their souls ; whereas passion^^teand 
rash met]&ods of proceeding will fill their minds witfc pi^eju- 
dices against both our persons and our principles, and utterly 
indispose them against all the means we can make ti^e of -to 
reclaim them from their errors. I have duly considef^d i^l 
these things, and have carried myself civilly and kindly 5t6 
the Independent party, but they have ungratefully r^esejott^d 
my love ; yet I will further consider the obligations tiiat my 
holy religion lays upon me, to forgive injuries and Wrongs, 
and to return good for their evil. Thus I hope, by^ God's 
assistance, I shall behave myself, and avoid the doing any 
thing that may bring blame upon that godly Society, whose 
Missionary I am, or hinder the progress of that glorious work 
they have undertaken ; and ever since I have been invited 
into that Colony I have been so far from endeavouring to en- 
trench upon the toleration which Her Majesty has declared 
she will preserve, that, on the contrary, I desired only a 
liberty of conscience might be allowed to the members of the 
National Church of England ; which, notwithstanding, they 
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seemed unwilling to grant, and left no means untried, both 
foul and fair, to prevent the settling the Church among them ; 
for one of their Justices came to my lodging and forewarned 
me, at my peril, from preaching, telling me that I did an 
illegal thing in bringing in new ways among them ; the peo- 
ple were likewise threatened with prison, and a forfeiture of 
£5 for coming to hear me. 

It will require more time than you will willingly bestow 
on these lines to express how rigidly and severely they treat 
our people, by taking their estates by distress, when they do 
not willingly pay to support their Ministers. And though 
every Churchman in that Colony pays his rate for the build- 
ing and repairing their meeting-houses, yet they are so ma- 
liciously set against us, that they deny us the use of them, 
though on week days. They tell our people that they will 
not suffer the house of God to be defiled with idolatrous wor- 
ship and superstitious ceremonies. Tliey are so bold that 
they spare not openly to speak reproachfiilly, and with great 
contempt, of our Church. They say the sign of the cross is 
the mark of the beast and the sign of the devil, and that 
those who receive it are given fo the devil. And, when our 
people complain to their magistrates of the persons who thus 
speak, they will not so much as sign a warrant to apprehend 
them, nor reprove them, for their offence. This is quite a 
different character to what, perhaps, you have heard of that 
people. That they are ignorant, I can easily grant ; for if 
they had either much knowledge or goodness they would not 
act and say as they do ; but that they are hot-heady, I have 
too just reason to believe; and as to Iheir meaning, I leave 
that to be interpreted by their unchristian proceedings with 
us. Whoever informed you so, I may freely say, that he was 
not so well acquainted with the constitution of that people 
as I am, who gave you the contrary information. I beg that 
you would believe that this account (though seeming harsh 
and severe, yet no more than is true) does not proceed from 
want of charity, either towards their souls or bodies, but 
purely for the good of both. And to give you better infor- 
mation concerning the state of that people, that proper reme- 
dies may be taken for curing the evils that are among them, 
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and that onr Churchmen in that Colony may not be oppressed 
and insulted over by them, but that they may obtain a liberty 
of conscience, and call a Minister of their own Communion, 
and that tiiey may be freed from paying to their Ministers, 
and may be enabled to obtain one of their own. This is all 
these good men desire. 

Honored sir, your most assured friend 

And very humble servant, 

Geo. MumsoK. 
Rye, 9th January^ 1707-8. 



We have already printed a joint letter from the clergy of the 
Korthem and Middle Colonies, addressed to the Lord Bishop 
of London as their " most worthy Diocesan.^'* The document 
we shall give as coming next in sequence of time, is an ad- 
dress to the same prelate, from the Churchmen in the Colony 
of Connecticut, reciting their grievances and seeking redress. 
As we shall have to present, from time to time, many ^milar 
documents, and as there will be frequent allusions in our 
pages to this claim of ecclesiastical allegiance, as due from the 
American Colonial Church to the Bishop of London, it may 
be well, ere we proceed, to give in brief some explanation of 
this close connection of our fathers with the See of London. 

The earliest traces of this superintendence of the Bishop of 
London over the Colonial Church we have been able to find, 
is the application of the Virginia Council, early in the seven- 
teenth century, to Bishop King, whose interest in the work 
of colonizing and Christianizing America was already well 
known, for assistance in providing " pious, learned and pow- 
erful Ministers'' for that Colony. The choice of the good 
Bishop as a member of the Council followed ; and, as Ander- 
son, in his " Colonial Church," (L 261,) expresses it, "so fai^:, 
one channel of direct authoritative communication was es- 
tablished between himself and the clergymen whom he 
nominated, and over whom he was to exercise, as far as it 
was practicable. Episcopal control." From this kind interest 
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in the new settlement, and the zealous efforts to which it gave 
birth, seems naturally to have grown up the connection of 
the Colonial Church with the Diocese of London. At the 
close of this century, the Governor and Assembly of Mary- 
land petitioned the King and Queen for the transfer of the 
" Judicial Office of Commissary" from the Governors of Colo- 
nies, in whom it had at first been vested, to the Bishop of 
London; and from this time the Bishop either took out a 
commission from the King for this purpose, and delegated 
the commissarial authority to a suitable clergyman in the 
Colonies, or, as was the case with Bishop Sherlock, declined 
to take this course, from the conviction that he could ^ot do 
justice to the American Church, and consequently ought not 
to undertake the nominal oversight of it. Whichever was the 
case, the American clergy learend from the first to look to 
Fulham as the seat of their ecclesiastical allegiance, and com- 
missaries, acting under the authority of the Bishop of London 
for the greater part of a century, exercised their delegated 
power over their brethren in the Colonies, and the successive 
Bishops at home sought in every way to promote the interests 
of the infant American Church. 

It was this bond of union with the See of London, on the 
part of the scattered Churches of America, that was broken 
at the Eevolution ; and the broken links of the chain were 
of course never re-united ; but, by the adoption of the eccle- 
siastical constitution of 1789, the Church at large was or- 
ganized by the federation of the separate and independent 
Churches of the various States, in one Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States, thus making a union among 
themselves. The wm^y of faith between the Church of England 
and the American Episcopal Church, as contra-distinguished 
from the union of the Churches, was not affected by the 
Eevolution. 

With this parenthetical explanation, we proceed to give 
the address, to the Lord Bishop of London, from the Con- 
necticut Churchmen. — [Editobs.] 
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[Address to the Lord BUhop of London from Connedictti Colony.] 

Eight Rev. Father in God: 
May it pleaso your Lordship, 
We, your Lordship's humble .petitioners, living in Strat- 
ford Town, in the Colony of Connecticut, do, with all sub- 
mission, crave leave to represent before your Lordship our 
present condition, which briefly is as followeth : We are 
members of the National Church of England, but having no 
minister of our own communion in this colony, have sent, 
some time ago, unto the Eev. George Muirson, who, in com- 
pliance with our request, hath been twice amongst us, and 
administered the holy sacrament of Baptism and the Lord's 
Supper to us. We praise God for his goodness in giving us 
an opportunity, at last, of receiving his holy ordinances in 
the way which, of all others, we believe to be most pnre and 
agreeable to the Holy Scriptures. There are many in this 
colony who are well-disposed to our Church, bi\t being under 
the same circumstances with ourselves, are not capable of 
maintaining a minister of our Church, by reason of some 
laws which compel us to pay our money to the support of 
Dissenters, and empower them, as sometimes they do, to 
take our goods by distress. They have another law, by virtue 
of which they hinder many persons from coming to hear Mr. 
Muirson preach ; they threaten us with imprisonment and 
severe usage, and though we have proceeded regularly in 
asking their magistrates' leave before we did meet together 
to worship God, yet they carried it so far as to forewarn Mr. 
Muirson from preaching in their Charter Government ; and 
told him that he did illegal things ; but what relates to all 
the particulars contained in these laws we shall not at pre- 
sent offer your Lordship any trouble in mentioning, but refer 
ourselves to Mr. Muirson to inform your Lordship by letter, 
and also to the Rev. Mr. Evans, Minister of Philadelphia, 
who hath been pleased to give us a visit, and, being bound 
for England, we present to your Lordship, by him, one of the 
law books of this colony. He can acquaint your Lordship 
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what laws they make use of against the Church, and what 
hardships and grievances we labour under because of them. 
Now we humbly request that your Lordship would be 
pleased of your zeal, which always moves your Lordship to 
extend a fatherly care to the distressed members of the 
Church, to take this our case into your serious consideration ; 
and because by reason of-the said laws we are not able to 
support a minister, we further pray youi* Lordship may be 
pleaised to send one over with a missionary allowance from 
the Honourable Corporation, invested with full power, so as 
that he may preach and we hear the blessed Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, without molestation and terror. We live in the midst 
of the rigidest Presbyterians and Independents, and we 
doubt not but your Lordship will be pleased to send as one 
exemplary in his conversation, fluent in preaching, and able 
in disputation, that he may silence the cavils of our enemies. 
The Hon. Colonel Heathcote hath been pleased to come along 
with Mr. Muirson ; his presence has had no small influence 
upon the people ; we have prayed him to add to- all the rest' 
one favour more, that is, to present to your Lordship our case, 
which we, hoping he will do, shall not offer you any further 
trouble. Wo humbly beg your Lordship's fatherly benedic- 
tion and prayers, that our infant Church may be daily en- 
larged for God's glory and men's good ; and that your Lord- 
ship, for its further prosperity and happiness, may long pre- 
side over the same, shall be the constant prayers of. 

My Lord, your Lordship's most obedient sons 

and humble servants. 



Stratford^ April 1st, 1707. 

ElCHARD BlACKLATH, 

Daniel Sheltok, 
Jonah Pitmak, 
Saml. Ga skill, 
Will. Smith, 
Timothy Tiiharton, 
Thomas Edwards, 
Daniel Bennett, 
Tho. Brooks, 



Samuel Henert, 



Isaac Snell, 
Wm. Eawlinson, 
John Peat, 
Samuel Hawlet, . 
John Skidmore, 
Archibald Dunlap, 
Isaac Beint, 
Eich'd Blacklath, Jr., 
Isaac Stiles, 



(in behalf of the rest.) 
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[Col, ^ecUhoote to the Secretary, \ 

Stratford^ 1 January^ 1707-5. 
"Worthy Sir, 

I have given you the trouble of 80 many letters by this 
Fleet that I am ashamed you should hear further from*me; 
however, I shall depend upon your good and generous tem- 
per, and the cause I am upon, to plead my pardon ; the occa- 
sion of this is, Mr. Muirson and I, being at this place, where 
the people's zeal hath carried them so far that they are re- 
solved of building themselves a Church, with which be 
pleased to acquaint the Society ; — ^they intend to build and 
furnish it very regularly, and are in hopes to have it fit to 
preach in before next September. I intreat the favour of 
your care concerning the enclosed, that to his Grace is to 
give him the best account of the state of this colony I can ; 
in which I do not only beg the delivery with your own hands, 
but that you would be pleased to speak your thoughts of me 
to him, and recommend me to his favours. As to our pro- 
ceeding in this place, I desire the Society would believe that 
every part is managed with all the temper and moderation 
they can desire, and they may be assured it shall never be 
otherwise where I am concerned ; for I abhor heat and vio- 
lence on any account whatsoever, but especially in matters 
of religion, and Mr. Muirson is very much of my opinion ; 
and not only that, but it would be the greatest breach upon 
prudence and discretion to act otherwise, for we are here in 
an enemy's country, and, by the laws, they pretend to govern 
themselves. Independency and Presbytery are the estab- 
lished Churches, and the Church of England the only dis- 
senters, and indeed the only people they unwillingliest would 
admit to have liberty of conscience amongst them ; — ^that all 
the ground we can propose to gain amongst them must be 
by soft and gentle means, for should the friends of the 
Church do otherwise, the whole country would soon be in a 
flame ; for the ignorant, blind people believe already that, 
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by virtue of their charter, Independency and Presbytery are 
as firmly established here, as the Church is in England. I 
am sorry that anybody should be so unjust in giving the 
Society an account of the people of this colony, as that they 
are a well-meaning and not heady people, nothing being 
more true than the contrary, concerning which I will be more 
full and particular in my next. In the mean time, I beg leave 
to assure yon that I am, unalterably, 

Worthy Sir, yours, &c., 

Caleb EDbathcote. 




[JSev, Mr. Talbot to Mr. Snth.] 

Westcheeter, lith FeVy, 170T- 
Eeverend and Dear Sir, 

I came to this Province before Christmas, but the wii 
fiet in so hard that I could go no further than New-York ; so 
I came back again and preached about in several places, and 
dispersed such books as I had in this and the next colony, CoBr 
necticut ; — Mr. Ledie^s Five DiscouraeSj The Poor Man^s 
Mdjp and Young Man^e Guides by Mr. Burket. The Inde- 
p^dents say, if they don't get some books soon to answer 
them, they will convert the colony. Mr. Muirson is the first 
that read the Common Prayer in that place, in Stratford ; when 
he set up first, the Honourable Col. Heathcote came along 
with him, or else I believe their justices would have put him 
in prison. Gov. "Winthrop is dead, and was buried at Boston 
when I was there, and they of Connecticut have chosen Mr. 
Salstonstall, Preacher at New-London, to be their Governor. 
He called his council lately of Milford, and showed them his 
letter that he had written home to answer the Quakers' com- 
plaint, and also to get power to hinder the progress of the 
Church in the Province ; but I hope we shall have as much 
toleration as the Quakers have obtained there, which is all 
that we expect or desire. Mr. Muirson deserves a double 
salary for the great pains and prudence he has shown in that 
matter. 
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The people of several towns, by the way, as Norwalk and 
Fairfield, are ready to break open their meeting doors and 
let him in, if he would suffer it ; — ^they have taken measures 
at Stratford to build a Church, which never was seen in that 
country before. I pray God send them an able minister of 
the New Testament, for they have been long enough under 
the old dispensation. I wish their case were well known and 
considered at home, for I'm sure that no man that has any 
ears or bowels of compassion can resist their importunity. 
I saw Mr. Bradford at New- York ; he tells me mass is set up 
and read publicly in Philadelphia, and several people are 
turned to it, amongst which Lionel Brittain, the Church- 
warden, is one, and his son another. I thought that Popery 
would come in amongst Friends, the Quakers, as soon as any 
way. An Anabaptist meeting it seems is set up at Burling- 
ton, and another Independent is come to Elizabeth Town. 
So that for lack of a good Governor we lose our time and 
the Society their money, and the last state of America will 
be worse than the first, if the rest of the missionaries go 
away before more come. I suppose you have lieard of Mr. 
Brook and Mr. Moore, two of the best hands that were there; 
they are gone, and upon what account ? purely for want of 
a Bishop to direct and protect them. I pray God help us, for 
we have nobody to apply to, and nobody cares for our souls. 

Tour loving friend and servant, 

John Talbot. 

P. B. — ^Poor Mr. Honyman is much disturbed at Bhode 
Island by Mr. Bridge, who says he has a letter from my Lord 
of London to take his place ; if so, he will ruin two Churches 
at once. Pray help your countryman what you can, for he is 
worthy. 
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[Mr. EvoM^ Memorial relating to Connecticut Colony, 1 

To the Most Jlonorahle Society for the Propagation of the 

Oospel in Foreign Parts. 

I being desired, by those honourable members of the com- 
ijiittee of last Monday, to lay before you what I know relat- 
ing to the Church in Connecticut Colony, and what disposi- 
tion the people are in to receive it, as also what may proba- 
bly tend to its advancement there, do humbly beg leave ta 
inform you — 

That, immediately before my parting from America, I ac- 
companied Mr. Muirson to Stratford, a town in that colony, 
where we preached ; had a considerable number of hearers^ 
and administered the holy Sacraments of Baptism and the 
Lord's Supper to many pious persons. 

That we found a considerable number of people in a ready 
disposition to be received into the Church, they being flexible 
to our invitations, and only wanting occasions of instruction. 

That Mr. Muirson seems to be the most proper person to 
be employed in their service, he having done them so many 
good offices, and they deservedly having a great esteem of 
his piety and virtue. 

That it would undoubtedly tend to the honour and increase 
of the Church, in those American parts, if the laws compel- 
ling Church of England members to maintain dissenting 
ministers were repealed, and especially that called the Eccle- 
siastical Law, in that colony. 

That Mr. Eead, a dissenting minister in the said Stratford, 
who is willing to receive holy orders in the Church of Eng- 
land, and who has suffered extremely, by his countrymen, 
for his inclinations to the Church, not only seems to deserve 
your compassion, but encouragement, if he can be prevailed 
on to take orders in England, and receive a Mission from 
the Yenerable Society. 

Evan Evans. 

June 18, 1708. 
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[An Account of tJte Sujferingt of the Members of the Church of England at Stra^ord.] 

A true narrative of the late persecution, which hath been 
lately cruelly acted by the authority of the Colony of Con- 
necticut in ]Srew England, upon and against the members of 
the Church of England, being professors of the same faith, 
and Communicants of the same Church of England, ^s by 
law established ; the said government of Connecticut being, 
at present, in the hands of Independents, (viz. :) 

Firstly. — ^Whereas, there hath been, for twenty or thirty 
years past, a considerable number of Freeholders, inhabitants 
of the town of Sti*atford, professors of the faith of the Church 
of England, that are desirous to worship God in the way of 
their forefathers, but have hitherto been hindered from em- 
joying the holy ordinances of Jesus Christ, until the year 
1705 ; by which means our children and many others, grown 
persons, have remained without the administration of the 
holy ordinance of Baptism, (there being at this day in the 
town of Newhaven to the number of near 900 unbaptized 
persons,) and so throughout the government, proportionably. 
, Secondly.— The above said town of Stratford, in the fore 
mentioned year 1705, being destitute of a minister, and the 
.professors of the said Church of England having hitherto 
lived peaceably and quietly, paying all rates and taxes pro- 
portionably with our neighbours, considering the deplorable 
state we were like to be in with our posterity, the profes- 
sors of the Church of England made their application to the 
Uev. Mr. Yezie [Vesey], Minister of Trinity Church in New- 
York, the 14th of September aforesaid, to come and preach to 
us, and also to administer the holy ordinance of baptism ; but 
by reason of the distance of places, the Eev. Mr. Yesey inter- 
ceded with the Eev. Mr. Muirson, Minister of the Church of 
Jlnglaud at Eye, being considerable nearer. To which Mr. 
Muirson readily complied, and accordingly, on the 2d Sept., 
1706, came to Stratford, accompanied by the Honourable Col. 
Caleb Heathcote, a member of the Honourable Society for 
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the Propagation of the Gospel in these Foreign Parts ; and 
then, in order for the carrying on the worship of God de- 
cently, the professors of the Church of England made their 
application to the authorities, viz. : Mr. Joseph Curtice, one 
of the Council, and Mr. James Judson, a justice of the peace, 
and also to the Selectmen of the town of Stratford, to allow 
liberty for the use of tlie publick meeting-house of said town, 
either before, after, or between their exercise, alledging that 
they were fellow-builders with them, and had paid their full 
propprtion towards the same ; yet, notwithstanding all these 
arguments, could not at all prevail; yet, blessed be God, 
though not so convenient as we desired, notwithstanding we 
met with such difficulties, the Eev. Mr. Muirson, findmg in 
Stratford so great a Congregation, and such a great number 
to be baptized, that, at the request of those who first sought 
after him, he gave encouragement for a future support, and 
a promise of a second visit upon the same account. 

Thirdly. — ^Ab yet the Independents kept themselves veiled, 
and did not openly appear until such time as the Rev. Mr. Muir- 
son, before his second coming, sent to the professors of the 
Church of England to prepare themselves, for he intended to 
administer the holy Sacrament of the Supper of our Lord 
Jesus : — this being known, the Independents immediately be- 
gan to bestir themselves, and soon after the Rev. Mr. Muirson, 
in company with the Honourable Col. Heathcote, arrived a 
second time at Stratford, and on Saturday, in the evening, 
came to the house where the said Mr. Muirson lodged, (where 
were assembled several of the communicants,) the abovesaid 
Mr. Joseph Curtice and said James Judson, Justice, and read 
of a paper containing a whole sheet of paper writ on both 
sides, in which was contained several threats, that if we should 
proceed to worship God or administer the Sacrament, other- 
wise than what was agreeable to the law of this colony, that 
then they would proceed against them by fine or imprison- 
ment, as their law directed ; and did forbid them to worship 
God in any such way they well knew was the worship of the 
Church of England : upon which, the honourable Col. Heath- 
cote and the Rev. Mr. Muirson demanded, of the said Cur- 
tice and said Judson, a copy of said paper, which they re- 
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fosed ; und moreoyer, Mr. Joseph. Curtice abovesaid, the daj 
£[>llowing^ being the Lord's day, stood in the highway him- 
self, and employed several others, ifi forbid any p^son to go 
to the assembly of the Chnrch of England, and threatened 
them with a fine of five pounds, as the law directed ; never'* 
theless, the people were not wholly discouraged, by reasou 
that the Eev. Mr. Muirson, being encouraged by the earnest 
desire of his auditory, did promise to assist them as often as 
he possibly could. 

Fourthly. — ^The Rev. Mr. Muirson, at the request of the 
communicants of the Church of England in Stratford, took 
advice of the gentlemen of the Honourable Society, and also 
the Eev. ministers of the Church of England to the west, and 
ecnne time after having taken their advice, in comj)any with 
Col. Heathcote, came to Stratford, and advised us to embody 
ourselves into a Society, which accordingly we did, and made 
choice of Churchwardens and Vestrymen, which occasioned 
the Independents to be more enraged against us. 

Fifthly. — ^Not long after the Rev. Mr. Evans, minister ol 
the Church of England at Philadelphia, being bound for 
England, came in company with the Rev. Mr. Muirson to 
Stratford, to visit the Churdi, and see what state we were in ; 
the Church, understanding that Mr. Evans was bound for 
England, did request of him that he would be so kind to us, as 
to take care of, and present a petition of ours, to the Rt. Rev. 
Father in Grod, the Bishop of London : and also to the Honourt 
able Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Eoreign 
Parts, that they would be pleased to take pity on us^ and 
consider our sad condition, and the necessity we stand in of 
an able minister of the Gospel ; and, if it might stand with 
their honour's pleasure, that the Rev. Mr. Muirson might be 
our minister, which we understand was granted to us, for 
which favour we, as in duty bound, shall ever pray for their 
honour's weal and prosperity. 

Sixthly. — Before we had any return from England, it pleased 
Almighty God, in Ids providemce, to bereave us of the Rev. 
Mr. Muirson, by taking of him to himself, by reason whereof 
we remain as sheep without a shepherd, notwithstanding the 
great kindness we have received from the Rev. ministers to 
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the west of us, vii., the Rev. Mr. Talbot, the Rev. Mr. Sharpe," 
who was near a month amongst us, and took much pains, and 
baptized many, (amongst whom was an aged man, said to be 
the first man-child bom in the colony of Connecticut,) and the 
Rev. Mr. Bridge, who have administered the holy Sacraments 
and ordinance of Jesus Christ, to our great comfort and con- 
solation. Nevertheless, by reason of their great distance 
from us, we remain as sheep having no shepherd, are ex- 
posed the more, as a prey to our persecutors, the Independ-. 
ents, who watch all opportunities to destroy the Church, both 
root and branch. 

Seventhly. — ^But as yet we received no other persecution 
but that of the tongue, until the 12th day of December, 
1709. Some of their officers, namely, Edmund Lewis, Jona- 
than Curtice, and Francis Griffith, having a warrant from 
the authority, viz., Joseph Curtice and James Judson, 
abovesaid, to levy by distress of estate, or imprisonment of 
the bodies of such person or persons as should refuse to pay 
to them such sums of money as were by them demanded, 
they no sooner having power but put it vigorously in execu- 
tion ; and oq the 12th of December, 1709, about midnight, 
did apprehend and seize the bodies of Timothy Titharton, one 
of our Churchwardens, and John Marcy, oiia of the Yestry- 
men, and forced them to travel, under yerj bad circum- 
stances, in the winter season and at that unreasonable time 
of night, to the common gaol, where felons are confined, 
being eight miles distant, not allowing them so much as fire 
or candle-light for their comfort, and there continued them 
until they paid such sums as by the gaoler was demanded^ 
which was on the 16th day of the same month. 

EigJithly. — ^Notwithstanding all tliis, they still persisted 
with rigor to continue their persecution, and seized the body of 
Daniel Shelton, at his habitation or farm, being about eight 
miles distant from the town, and hurrying of him away toward 
the town in order to carry him to the county gaol ; passing by 
A house, he requested of them that he might go in and warm 
him, and take some refreshment, which was granted ; but 
they being in a hurry bid him come along, but he desiring 
a little longer time, they barbarously laid violent handa on 
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liis person, and flnng his bodj across a horse's back, and 
called for ropes to tie him on the horse ; to the truth of 
•which several persons can give their testimony, and are 
ready when thereunto called ; and, having brought him to 
the town, they immediately seized the bodies of William 
Kawlinson and Archibald Dunlap, and carried them, all 
three, to the county gaol, it being the 16th day of January, 
1709, and there confined them until such time as they dis- 
bursed such sums of money as the gaoler demanded of them, 
which money was left in the hands of the Lieut. Governor, 
Kathaniel Gould, Esq., he promising them that the next 
general court should hear and determine the matter, and 
that the money left in his hands should be disposed of as the 
court should order, and they were at present released, being 
the 17th day of the same instant. 

Ninthly. — Several others of the Church had their estates 
distressed on the same account, and rended from them, par- 
ticularly William Jeanes, having money due to him in the 
hands of the town treasurer, the above Edmund Lewis, dis- 
tressed of his estate that which was in said treasurer's hands 
on the same account, for the maintaining the Dissenting 
minister the year 1709, and left no copy of his so doing; 
and also the treasurer detains all the rest that remains in his 
hands, telling him that he will keep it for his rate, which 
rate is chiefly for the purchase of a house for their Dissenting 
minister, which house and land cost £180 : and so are our 
estates rended from us. Notwithstanding this, the said Wm. 
Jeanes did, for himself in person, go to a town meeting con- 
vened in Stratford, (being empowered by the Society of the 
Church of England,) when they were ordering a rate to raise 
money to pay for the said house and land, and did, publickly, 
in behalf of himself, and Society, declare and protest against 
any such proceedings, ^nd tendered money to the town re- 
corder to enter said protest, but he refused so to do. 

Tenthly. — ^When the general court of said Colony of Con- 
necticut was assembled at Hartford, in May, 1710, the So- 
ciety of the Church of England empowered William Jeanes, 
their lawful attorney, to address said general court for a de- 
termination and issue of what should be done with said 
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money committed to the abovesaid Lieuteflant-GoTemor, fthd 
also to Bee if we Bbould^ for the future^ enjoy peace amongst 
them : our said attorney, in order thereunto^ tendered an ad- 
dress to said court, dated May 20th) 1710, but eould obtain 
no positive answer, but was detained there by dilatory an- 
swers, until the 26th day of the said instant, (May,) when 
one of the members of the lower house brought to the said 
Jeanes the address and power of attorney, and told him 
the thing had been often moved, but they see cause to give 
no answi^, and so we find no relief for the poor distressed 
Church, nor the members thereof. 

JElevenihly. -^The poor Church at Stratford, bang left in 
a deplorable condition, destitute and without hope of any 
relief in this colony under this government, several of our 
Society have already, of necessity, fled their persecution 
finally, being such an additional one as was seldom heard of; 
for finding that some of our Society, being tradesmen and 
handicraft, and such as had dependence upon working at 
their trades for other people, they combined togetlier not to 
set them to work, saying that by that means they should 
weaken the interests of the Church ; by which subtle strata- 
gem of Satan's to persecute the Church of Christ, we are 
likely to be brought low, for some arc already gone, and 
others looking out where to shelt^ themselves from their 
cruelty, and must inevitably fall, if God, of his infinite 
mercy, do not raise up some goodly, compassionate friends 
for us : and we, the subscribers, do ass^t tine truth of what 
is here written. 

TmoTHT Tttkabton, ) Chtereh Richabb Blacklath, 
William Smtth, ) Wardens. • Daioel Sheltok, 
William Rawlinson, Akchibald Dum-AP, 

William Jeakes, Jas. Humphreys, 

John Johnson, James Classb* 
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[Add^^est from Stratford for « Jfmider,] 

To the BigJU Sev. Father in Godj the Lord Bishop ofZonr 
don J and to the HonourcMe Soeieiyfor the Propagating the 
. Gospel in Foreign Parte : 

We, the Churchwardens and Yestry of Stratford, in the 
Colony of Connecticut, in New-England, have long lain un- 
der very great grievances from the Independents of this colo- 
ny, as may be 6een in the narrative of our case, which comes 
with this our address ; but above all, from the want of a 
minister to furnish us with ghostly advice, and to administer 
the bread of life to us in our miserable and deplorable loss. 
It is the less matter that we suffer persecutions and afflictions 
in this life, if we could but see, with a comfortable prospect, 
into the other world. What signifies what becomes of the 
body, if our precious souls, for which Christ vouchsafed to 
die, be saved ? And it is not without great affliction that we 
reflect on the bad success so many addresses for a minister 
have met with. We hope God has not altogether forsaken 
us ; neither the patrons of our holy religion at home quite 
laid us aside ; and therefore we presume, once more, to ad- 
-dress your Lordship and the Honourable Society for a minis- 
ter ; and, were he to be a travelling missionary through the 
colony, we doubt not but in a short time the best of churches 
in the world would flourish eveu in this government, where 
they are strangers to the happy constitution. 

We leave the further representation of our case to be made 
by the faithful and worthy labourer in Grod's vineyard, the 
Kev. Mr. John Talbot, who has visited us sometimes, and 
often by letters given us great comfort and courage, who is 
going home in the service of the Church, and is always ready 
to venture his life for it. The Lord reward him for his labour 
of love which he hath showed to all the Churches ; and, in- 
deed, had it not been for the visits we have received from 
the clergy to the west, and the encouragement we had from 
iJie Honourable Colonel Heathcote, who hath ever been a true 



46 OHUBOH DOOUHENTS. 

friend to us and the Church, we should not have been able to 
get through the trouble and grievances we have met with, 
and are yet likely to meet with, if not relieved. "We pray 
God preserve your Lordship, and grant that the many souls 
that have been relieved by the charity of your Lordship and 
the Honourable Society, may be your and their crown of re- 
joicing in the world to come. "We beg your Lordship's pray- 
ers, and are your Lordship's most dutiful and obedient humble 
servants, 

Timothy TrraABTON, | Church "William Eawlinson, 
"William Smith, j Wardens* Aeohibald Dttnlap, 

ElCHAED BlACKLATH, EnWAltD BURBOUGH, 

"William Jeanes, James Humphreys, 

JoHK Johnson, James Clarke, 

Daniel Shelton. 



\ 



{Add^ren to the Queen from Stratford.] 

To the Queen^s Moat ExceUent Majesty^ the hvmhle addreas 
of some members of the Church of England^ residing at 
Stratford^ in Connecticut^ in the Province of JHfew-Eng* 
land: 

Maj it please your Majesty, 

"We have, for a long time, been oppressed and persecuted 
by the government of this colony ; some of our estates taken 
from us, some imprisoned for refusing to pay money to buy a 
house and farm for their minister, and to pay a yearly stipend 
to him, and all of us menaced and threatened with several 
punishments if we presume to meet together to have the 
Church of England service performed to us, when it pleased 
God to order a minister of the said Church our way ; and, 
besides, all do lie under their daily reproaches, scoffing and 
mockings, without the advantage of a minister to give us 
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comfortable and ghostlj advice, and to administer the bread 
of life to MB. 

These have been our grievances for many years, and we 
should not have been able to bear them, had we not received 
some visits from the Clergy of the west, and especially seve- 
ral from tlie Honourable Col. Heathcote, who hath ever been 
a true friend both to us and the Church, and has always en- 
couraged us not to swerve from our holy profession, notwith- 
standing the dij£culty and trials we met with, and the bad 
success we had in our frequent addresses for a minister to the 
Eight Eev. Father in God, the Lord Bishop of London, and 
the Honourable Society for the Propagating the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts. And indeed, the want of a minister is the 
greatest of our afflictions, which, with the rest of our griev- 
ances, we presume humbly to lay before your Majesty, and 
pray your Majesty to use some means for our relief, and that 
your Majesty may long and happily live to reign over us; 
and when you lay aside this earthly crown, that you may re- 
ceive a crown of glory, is the continual and fervent prayer 
of, may it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most loyal 
and faithful and obedient subjects and servants, 

Timothy Ttthabton, "J Church William Kawlinson, 

"William Smith, j" Wardens. William Jeanes, 

John Johnson, Daniel Shelton, 

Aechibald Dunlap, Edward Bubrough, 

James Humphreys, James Clarke, 

BiCHARD BlACKLATH. 



[Jfr» Philips to ike Secretary,] 

Philadelphia^ Sept. 9^A, 1713. 

Sir, 

It is with more than ordinary concern I am forced to give 
you this trouble to desire the favour of you to acquaint the 
Honourable Society with my reasons for leaving Stratford, in 
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Connecticut Colony, in New-England. During my abode 
there, which was till the 19th day of August last, I used my 
utmost endeavours to answer the end of my mission, as ap- 
pears by a certificate signed by the Churchwardens and Ves^ 
trymen of that place. I made it my business to ride from 
place to place, to preach to and instruct those that showed 
the least inclination to become members of our Church, in 
the extremity of heat and cold, which has indeed very much 
impaired my health ; but the dissenting party being very nu- 
merous, and being likewise encouraged by the Governor 
tiiere, who is a rigid Independent, and finding the greatest 
part of those who pretended to be of the Churchway, were 
only so to screen themselves from the taxes imposed on them 
by Dissenters, I must b^ leave to inform the Venerable So- 
ciety that there is little success, and less encouragement, to 
be expected from the labours of the most painful divine 
which shall be sent to that place, whilst the government re- 
mains in the hands it's in, than almost any other part of 
America. The consideration of which, together with my un- 
willingness to put the Honourable Society to so great an ex- 
pense to very little purpose, made me look out for some other 
place, where, in all probability, I might be capable of doing 
much more service; which, I hope, will in some measure 
help to plead my excuse with that venerable body that I did 
not let 'em know of my removal before I did remove ; but 
the shortness of the time and the necessity of the present 
circumstances of the Church, which laid Mr. Evans imder 
necessity to hasten home, could not possibly admit of it ; 
otherwise, I should not have presumed to have taken any one 
step without first consulting that learned body, for which 1 
have the greatest esteem imaginable ; besides, I thought that 
no missionary now abroad could be so well spared from their 
cure, as myself. . Tlierefore, when I heard of Mr. Evans' de- 
sign of visiting Great Britain, I made my application to him, 
and by the persuasion of my friends and of the request of 
his Churchwardens and Vestrymen, as appears by the copy of 
their minutes, I, with much difficulty, prevailed upon him to 
accept of me for his curate during his absence ; in doing 
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which (though I have been guilty of a breach of my instruc- 
tions) I beg that the Honourable Society will please to pardon 
it. I sent home bills of exchange for £20 sterling, payable 
to Mr. Nathaniel Simpson, or his order, bearing date May 2d, 
1713 ; and since that, I have sent other bills of exchange, pay- 
able to the Kev. Mr. Gardiner, for £20 sterling, which is all that 
remains due to me from the Honourable Society, Pray, sir, 
please to order that it may be paid, and you will much oblige, 

Sir, your very humble servant, 

Feanois Philips. 

P. S. Had we a Bishop here to apply to in that and other 
exigencies that will happen when a Church begins to increase, 
there would be no need of troubling the Society with things 
of this nature ; but where this guide is wanting, it can't pos- 
sibly be but that some things that are done may be looked 
upon as irregular ; but I humbly beg the Society's acceptance 
of my most grateful acknowledgments of their undeserved 
favours. 



[^Extract of a Letter from Colonel Seathoote to General McJiolson.] 

Mio-Tork, April 19th, 1714. 

May it please your Excellency, 

I happened to be detained in the country out of the post- 
road, when the postman went last from home, and so was 
disabled from the keeping my promise in writing to your 
excellency then, and giving those accounts you desired, or 
acknowledging your excellency's favour of the 6th past. As 
to the Church of Stratford, I send your excellency the state 
thereof as it was transmitted to me by the Churchwardens 
and Yestry of that place ; those poor people have hitherto 
been very unfortunate, but I hope it won't be always so with 
them. "When I went first amongst them with Mr. Muirson, 
there seemed to be as fair a prospect of settling the Church 
as in any part of America, he having, in a very few journies, 
increased his communion to forty ; and had he not unhappily 

4 
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died, or had the Society, upon the first notice of his death, 
been expeditions in supplying that place with another good, 
diligent missionary, it had still been recoverable ; but they 
delayed it so long that the enemies of the Church had time 
to fortify themselves against us, for the effecting whereof the 
Presbyterians and Independent ministers, both in Connecticut 
and Boston, were consulted, and, among many other resolves 
to prevent the Church's growth, determined that one of the 
best preachers that both colonies could afford should be sought 
out and sent there ; and one Mr. Cutler, who lived then at 
Boston or Cambridge, was accordingly pitched upon. As to 
Mr. Philips, the Society made a wrong choice in him ; for 
that missionary being of a temper very contrary to be pleased 
with such conversation and way of living as Stratford affords, 
had no sooner seen that place but his whole thoughts were 
bent and employed how he should get from it, and to be 
employed either at Mr. Yesey's lecture, or to be settled at 
Philadelphia, the latter whereof he brought about. 



[Churehwardens and Vestry of Stratford to Colonel Seathcote.l 

St/ratford^ April 9tA^ 1714. 
Honored Sir, 

These are to inform you of the deplorable state of our poor 
Church, which we labour under by reasons of Mr. Philips 
leaving of us. Our Church Was on a likely way to have 
flourished, and several persons, the masters of considerable 
families, were leaving the society of Dissenters, and coming 
over to us, but, by reason of his desertion, it all failed, and 
left us a scorn and reproach to the enemies of the Church ; 
and as touching his behaviour whilst among us, the greatest 
T thing we have to charge him with was his not attending his 
orders and commission ; for when he first arrived lie stayed 
weeks at New-York, and came not to Stratford until the 19th 
day of December, and then was with us but nine Sabbaths, 
and went again to New- York and stayed five weeks, and then 
was with us five Sabbaths more^ and went again to New- 
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York and stayed about two weeks, and then stayed two Sab* 
baths, and then finally left ns wholly, as at this day ; but be* 
fore he went the first time to Kew-York he desired us to sign 
for him a letter of recommendation to Bend lo the Honour* 
able Society, which we, iike innocent sheep, did ; he having 
it ready drawn ; himself wrote it. The second time he left 
us we discoursed whether he designed to leave us, and he said 
he would never leave us until such time as we should have a 
supply, and another minister settled amongst us. But having 
no regard to his promise, he left us, as you are aensible, and 
carried away with him the books, which we understood since, 
were sent by the Honourable Society for the use of our Church. 
He also promised that he would receive what money he could 
for us to assist in the building of our Church, for which 
(though long first) we have at last got the timber felled, and 
do hope to get it raised in three months' time. Nothing else, 
but with hearty thanks and praises to God for a blessing on 
your faithful endeavours, and for the settling of the Church 
amongst us, we rest, 

Tour most humble servants, 

BiOHABD BLAOEX.ATH, } Churchwavdens^ 
William Smitet, ) and others. 

Endorsed by CoL Heathcote : ^^ Copy of this letter was sent 
to Gen* Nicholson.'^ 



[JUh. Mridgs i^ the Secrdary^^SsOrad,] 

Eye, Oct. Uth, 1714. 

Sir, 

I am heartily sorry that I have occasion to inform the 
Honourable Society that the interest of the Church in Strat- 
ford seems to be declining; tliere are there an honest apd so- 
ber people, truly zealous for the Church ; but they live among 
neighbours who despise and misuse them for their loyalty to 
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the crown and zeal for the Church, and they have met with 
BO many discouragements and disappointments that they are 
almost wearied out ; they are frequently calling on me to 
assist them, anU I go as often as my health and the affairs of 
my parish will allow me ; but they are at such a distance 
that it is both difficult and expensive to me, and I have not 
put them to any charge for my coming among them, and 
shall always be willing to assist them what I can, till a minis- 
ter be sent to settle with them, if the Honourable Society be 
pleased to direct me so to do. 

I am, sir, &c., 

Chsis. Bbidge. 



[The Chntrchwardena €ind Vestry of Stratfordf in Connecticut^ to fhe HonourdbU 

Society, — Extract, ] 

Stratford^ Septemler 30^A, 1718. 

To the Honov/rdhle Society for Propagating the Gospel in 

Foreign, Plantations : 

The humble address of us, the subscribers, members of the 
Church of England, in Stratford, in the Colony of Connecti- 
cut, in New-England, on behalf of ourselves and Society, 

Humbly Sheweth: 

Hoping your honours will consider that we have been an 
embodied society these twelve years, and you have so far 
considered us at first, to send a Commission to the Kev. Mr. 
Muirson to be our minister, but his deceasing, we remained 
destitute at least five years ; then your honours considered us 
a second time, and sent us a minister, Mr. Phillips ; but he 
not answering your expectations, nor ours neither. Boon left 
us destitute as before, and much worse ; for those who liked 
not the Church would often flout us and say, we might never 
expect another minister. So we remained in this deplorable 
state more than five years, as a scoff and by-word to the ene- 
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mies of the Church. We have cause to doubt we have been 
represented to your honours as inconsiderable, few in num- 
bers and not worth minding ; and, indeed, as to our outward 
estate, it may very well be said that we are inconsiderable, 
it being the interests of our government so to make us ; but 
as to our number, we have had at least a hundred baptized 
into the Church, and have had at one time thirty six par- 
takers of the Holy Communion of the Lord's Supper, and 
have several times assembled in our congregation between 
two and three hundred persons ; and if encouraged by your 
honours, may be as flourishing a Church as any country 
Church in America. We humbly beseech your honours to 
consider that there is not any government in America but 
what has our settled Church and ministers, but this of Con- 
necticut. 



[GenenU MchoUon to t?ie Secretary. — Extract,*] 

Charles City and Port^ [Charleston^'] S. CI, Jan. lUA, 1722. 

Sir, 

The affairs of the Reverend the gentlemen of Tale College, 
in Connecticut Colony, if rightly managed and encouraged, 
may be of great service to our holy mother, the Church of 
England, as by law established ; and with submission I think 
that the ministers and people of those parts cannot, with 
justice or reason, blame the Church of England for taking 
care and encouraging those Reverend gentlemen who, out of 
conscience, left their communion. I am in hopes that the 
three Reverend gentlemen who are gone from New-England 
will receive Episcopal ordination, and 'tis probable that, ac- 
cording to their encouragement with you, others may follow 
their example ; and it may be a very good way for the So- 



* General Francis Nicholson, who was, at different times, in high authority in 
more than one of the colonies, and always very zealous in the cause of the Church, 
was, when this letter was written, Governor of South Carolina. 
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ciety^ or My Lord Bishop of London, to send missionaries to 
these parts, tlie procuring of whom hath been so very diffi- 
cult and chargeable to the Society. 

I herewith send you the copy of a paper which I had when 
I was in New-England, in the year 1687, given me by the 
Honourable John Wart Winthrop, grandson to John Win- 
throp, who was the first governor of Massachusetts Bay, and 
his father was first governor of Connecticut Colony, having 
obtained their charter from Bang Charles the Second soon 
after the Restoration. Bichard Saltonstall was a knight, and 
the Honourable Gurdon Saltonstall is the present governor. 
Isaac Johnson, I think, married with my Lady Arabella, 
daughter to the Earl of Lincoln. Thomas Dudley, I think, 
was steward to that family, and some time governor of Mas- 
sachusetts Colony, and father to Joseph Dudley, Esq., de- 
ceased, late governor of that province. With submission |i 
think this paper may be made good use of at this juncture, 
concerning the Reverend gentlemen desiring Episcopal ordi- 
nation, &c. 

I herewith send you the letter I received from Boston con- 
cerning the Rev. Mr, Cutler, &c. ; and I desire you'll please 
to wait on my Lord Bishop of London concerning it, and I 
hope, in God, he will be sent over for the new Church of 
England in Boston, towards the furnishing of which I design, 
God willing, to send them something by the next safe oppor- 
tunity of writing to them, which I am afraid will not be till 
March ; and I am in hope that the Society and the Bishop 
of London will provide for the Rev. Mr. Brown and Mr. 
Johnson, either in those parts or here ; and if the Society or 
Bishop of London send them, for the encouragement of those 
Reverend gentlemen, I desire the Society will please to ad- 
vance £7 sterling each for paying their passage, and it shall 
be most thankfully repaid by me. This affair of those gentle- 
men has made a great noise and bustle in Kew-England, 
and I herewith send you some of their public prints. 

I herewith send a letter I received from the Narragansett 
Country, which affair I earnestly recommend to the Society 
and the Bishop of London ; and I intend, God willing, by 
tlie first opportunity to send them something. I likewise 
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cend you a letter from one Mr. Oabriel Bemon ; a^d tbe affair 
he writes about I earnestly recommend to the Society and the 
Lord Bishop of London, and I design, God willing, to send 
them something. 

I also send you a letter I received from Marblehead, and I 
hope, in God, that Church will do well, and most earnestly 
recommend them to the Society ; and, if they should want, I 
shall, God willing^ send them something, as likewise the 
Church of England at Newbury, [Newburyport,] and I 
hope, in God, they will do very well there. 

I most earnestly recommend these affairs tp the Society 
and the Lord Bishop of London ; aad pray give the humblest 
of my duty to the Bishop, and my service, i&c., to the rest. 
I am now daily in hopes of having the good fortune of hearing 
from you, and that all the affairs of the Society prosper in all 
respects ; and for the accomplishment whereof nothing shall 
be wanting that lies in the power of 

Tour affectionate friend and humble servant, 

Fb. Nicholson. 

I herewith send you a letter which I had formerly from 
the Kev. Mr. Cutler, and a letter for you from Mr. Commis- 
sary BulL 



[I%6 Cfmrchwardent ofStraffordj in Conneeticut^ to the Secretary, 1 

May 29^A, 1723. 

Sir, 

After a long expectation we are supplied from the Honour- 
able Society with a Missionary, for whom we do hereby re- 
turn our most grateful acknowledgments. As to Mr. Pigot's 
care over us we are well satisfied that it will be to the advan- 
tage of the Church of England, and tJie edifying of all of us 
who belong to that Church, as far as can be guessed by his 
deporteaent hitherto. "We received a letter with him from 
you, and should bo glad. Bar, to comply therewith, if our abili- 
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ties would permit ns to do it ; for our number indeed is great, 
but we have no leading men to support us under our difficul- 
ties in a country resolved to fleece all of our persuasion as long 
as their charter continues. We are about to build a Church 
at our own expense, and should be extremely happy if the 
Honourable Society would bestow the same allowance on 
Mr. Pigot as they did on Mr. Philips, especially since he 
so much more deservedly merits it, and promises so much 
satisfaction therein. We also render our hearty thanks for 
those necessary books he has brought among us, and shall 
always retain in our memories a sincere affection for the aus- 
picious Society who sent them, and therefore beg leave grate- 
fully to subscribe ourselves, in the behalf of the whole 
Church, 

Their, and, sir. 

Tour obliged humble servants, 

John Johnson, '/ Church 



William Jeans, f Wardens. 



.\ 



[Mr, Pigot to the Secretary,} 

Stratford^ August 20thy 1722. 
Sir, 

Li my last of the ith of June, by the hands of Mr. Wil- 
liam Gardner, whose receipt I have, I gave you some account 
of my progress in the ministry here ; but I am now more 
capable of guessing at the aims of the people about me. 
Since Trinity Sunday, when I first gathered a Church, 
(though by mistake I mentioned the Sunday following in my 
former,) I have administered the Communion to thirty persons, 
and baptized twenty-seven infants, as you may perceive by 
the enclosed, which is my notitia parochialia thereof. The 
leading people of this colony are generally prejudiced against 
their mother Church, but yet I have great expectations of a 
glorious revolution of the ecclesiastics of this country, be- 
cause the most distinguished gentlemen among them are re- 
solvedly bent to promote her welfare and embrace her bap- 
tism and discipline, and, if the leaders fall in, there is no 
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donbt to be made of the people. Those gentlemen who are 
ordained pastors among the Independents, namely, .Mr. 
Cutler, the President of Tale College, and five more, have 
held a conference with me, and are determined to declare 
' themselves professors of the Church of England, as soon as 
they shall understand they will be supported at home ; they 
complain much, both of the necessity of goiug home for or- 
ders, and of their inability for such an undertaking ; they 
also surmise it to be entirely disserviceable to our Church, 
because, if they should come to England, they must leave 
their flocks, and thereby give the vigilant enemy an opportu- 
nity to seize their cures and supply them with inveterate 
schismatics ; but if a Bishop could be sent us, they could se- 
cure their parishes now and hereafter, because the people 
here are legally qualified to choose their own ministers as 
often as a vacancy happens, and this would lighten the Hon- 
ourable Society's expenses to a wonderful degree. I am in- 
formed, also, by these, that there are other gentlemen dis- 
posed to renounce their separation, not only in this colony, 
but also in other provinces of North America, and those a 
body, considerable enough to perfect a general reformation. 
Sir, the Honourable Society will perceive by this, that many 
sound reasons are not wanting, to inspirit them to procure 
the mission of a Bishop into these Western parts ; for, besides 
the deficiency of a Governor in the Church, to inspect the 
regular lives of the clergy, to ordain, confirm, consecrate 
Churches, and the like, amongst those that already conform ; 
there is, also, a sensible want of this superior order, as a sure 
bulwark against the many heresies that are already brooding 
in this part of the world. I shall say no more on that sub- 
ject till I have your and my Lord of London's sentiments on 
this affair. I have distributed what books I brought, and 
have reason to bless God for the good influence they have 
had on the people. I hope the Honourable Society will be 
pleased to order me some Common Prayer-Books and Cate- 
chisms, than which nothing, (besides a Bishop) can be more 
advantageous to the successful ministry of, sir, your and the 
Honourable Society's very humble servant, 

Geoege Pigot. 
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P. S.— I have frequent invitations to come to Providence, 
in Bhode Island Government, where I am a proprietor, and 
do humbly crave the patronage of the Honourable Society 
for that residence, when they are determined to send a mis- 
sionary thither, whom it may suit as well to come to Strat' 
ford. 



[Mr. IHgat to tJu Secretttrp.'] 

October 8J, 1722. 

Sir, — ^I write this from New-York, where I am soliciting 
for subscriptions towards the building a Church at Stratford, 
for the glorious work we have already undertaken, notwith- 
standing the poverty of tlie oppressed inhabitants. I have 
not been idle since my dismission ; and as I made quick 
dispatch on my setting out from home, so I've been diligent 
in promoting the good of our Church in this country. I 
shall, before Christmas, according to appointment, preach 
thrice at Fairfield, which is eight miles distant from my 
abode — ^as often at Newtown, which is twenty-two miles 
from Stratford — thrice, also, at Bipton, at the same distance 
— ^in which places I have and shall take care to improve the 
festivals of our Church to such purposes ; and where these 
do not intervene, on other week-days. On the 4th of the 
last month, at the desire of the president, I repaired to the 
Commencement of Yale College, in New-Haven, where, in 
the face of the whole country, the aforesaid gentleman and 
six others, hereafter named, declared themselves in this wise, 
that they could no longer keep out of the communion of the 
Holy Catholic Church, and that some of them doubted of the 
validity, and the rest were persuaded of the invalidity, of 
Presbyterian ordination in opposition to Episcopal The 
gentlemen fully persuaded thereof are the five following, 
viz. : Mr. Cutler, president of Yale College ; Mr. Brown, 
tutor to the same; Mr, EUiot, pastor of Killingsworth ; 
Mr. Johnson, pastor of West Haven, and Mr. "Wetmore, pas- 
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tor o£ North Haven. The two gentlemen who seemed to 
doubt are Mr. Hart, pastor of East Gailford, and Mr. Whit- 
tlesy, pastor of Wallingford. These seven gave in their de- 
clarations in writing, and, at the same time, two more ; and 
these pa8toi*s of great note gave their assent, of whom the 
one, Mr. Buckley, of Colchester, declared Episcopacy to be 
jure divino^ and the other, Mr. Whiting, of some remote 
town, also gave in his opinion for moderate Episcopacy. 

This great outset towards a reformation in this de- 
luded country has brought in vast numbers to favour the 
Church of England. Nay, sir, Newton and Eipton, if not 
Fairfield, do intend to petition the Honourable Society for 
Church ministers. The gentlemen above mentioned de- 
sign, some of them, to go home for orders, and the rest will 
tarry till a Bishop comes, if ever it should please God to in- 
spire those in authority to promote him. I mention this, sir, 
that those of the worthy gentlemen I have been writing 
about, who make application, may not be disappointed at 
their coming to England; but may, with the Honourable 
Society's good approbation, be sent back into the colony and 
parts adjacent at the same time. 

Sir, I hope the Honourable Society will consider me, and 
grant me, according to a former vote, entered into their 
minutes, tiie preference of Bristol, if they shall dispose of 
Providence to another. 

I shall now inform you, sir, of what obstructions I meet 
with in my ministry, and they are several, viz. : that of 
Lieutenant-Governor Nathan Gould, who is a most invete- 
rate slanderer of our Church — charging her with popery, 
apostacy and atheism — who makes it his business to hinder 
the conversion of all whom he can, by threatening them with 
his authority — and who, as a judge of the courts here, dis- 
franchises men merely for being Churchmen ; also, that of 
living under a charter government, in which there is not the 
least mention of ecclesiastical affairs ; so that they have 
boldly usurped to themselves, and insultingly imposed on the 
necks of others, the power of taxing and disciplining all 
persons whatsoever, for the grandeur and support of their 
self-created ministers ; also, that of lying slanders, continually 
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spread against our Mother, as if she were a persecntress, and 
gaped for the tenth of the country's increase ; and, though 
these deceivers pretend a firm attachment to the illustrious 
house of Hanover, yet they are frequently oppugning the 
king's supremacy. Lastly ; another great obstruction is tbe 
want of Common Prayer-Books and Catechisms. I shall, in 
a short time, inform my Lord of London of the result of the 
affairs, after a meeting of a General Assembly some time 
this month, when the fate of these gentlemen and myself, in 
relation to the resentment thereof, will be determined. 

I remain. Sir, 
With all due regard to the Honourable Society, 

Their and your very humble servant, 

Geobge Pigot. 



[J^. Cutler* 8 J^reseniaUon.] 

To the SonouraUe Sooktyfor the Propagating the Ooypd in 
Foreign Parts^ in Conjunction with the Church in Boston^ 
in whose name^ as well as in his own^ he appears^ is : 

1. That the Church now erecting there may have the sup- 
port and protection of the Honourable Society, there being an 
apparent and universally allowed necessity of a new Church 
in that town, the old Church not being capable, in any man- 
ner, to accommodate all that are disposed to attend the Com- 
munion of the Church of England in that town, and many 
greatly disadvantaged by their remote situation from it. 

2. That the Honourable Society would make yearly addi- 
tions to the salary their minister may have from them, and 
particularly to my salary, who am invited by them, and 
intend their service, if I may receive orders and be disposed 
there ; and to enforce my desires, I humbly offer these things 
to consideration, respecting the Church and town of Boston 
and myself. 

1. The present slendemess of their number, of whose in- 
crease, though there is a great probability, there is no certainty. 

2. The many difficulties which now lie upon them in build- 
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ing an house, cfec, arc very heavy for them to go through 
with. 

3. The expensive living, which a town of such concourse 
and note as Boston is, requires. 

4r. The numerousness of my family. 

6. The absolute dependence I have on a support from my 
services there, my own estate being very inconsiderable, and 
that also diminished by a free and voluntary resignation of 
£90, which I made to the College that I left, that I might 
not give disaffected persons any handle for reflection upon 
me ; but these I propose with submission, and hope God will 
learn me in every state wherein I am, or may be, therewith 
to be content. 

Timothy CuxiiEB. 



[Mr, Johnson's Bepresentation.l 

ISth Jan\ 1722. 

The representation which I hereby desire to make of my 
case and request to the Honourable Society, is as followeth : 

That whereas, I found myself obliged in duty, npon a seri- 
ous and deliberate examination of the matter, to separate 
from the people which I had the care of, to join myself to the 
most pure and primitive Church of England, though I have 
hereby lost the good will of the greater part of that people, 
yet there is a very considerable number of the most serious 
of them that have an earnest desire of my return to them 
again, at least as near as possible, and who, if I should, would 
never submit to the administrations of any Dissenting teacher ; 
and on my part, as I have a compassionate concern for that 
people, so I am earnestly desirous of having them still under 
my care, and for that reason of being placed as near to them 
as possible. Stratford (where I am well known) is within 
ten miles of them, so that if I were there I should be under 
advantage of doing service (according to my slender ability) 
among them as at Stratford. 

The Uev. Mr. Pigot (who is now missionary at Stratford) is 
desirous (as his letters testify) of being removed to Providence. 
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Providence is a place which extremely sutfers for want of 
the means of religion ; and the people are so far disposed to 
the Church of England that they are building a Church, and 
are able to do considerable to the support of it, and will 
shortly, in all probability, address the Honourable Society 
for an interest in its case. 

In case they should not, or the Honourable Society should 
not think fit to grant their request, there is anotlier place^ 
viz., Eipton, within 14 miles of my former people, who are 
addressing the Honourable Society for its favours, where I 
would gladly bo ordered, (at least for the present,) if their re- 
quest should be granted. 

If this be not practicable, I should be thankful if the Hon- 
ourable Society would permit me to succeed Mr. Dean, Cate- 
chist, at New- York ; and finally, if nothing can be done 
whereby I might be enabled to serve the designs of the Hon- 
ourable Society in or near my own country, though I must 
confess it would be with the greatest reluctance that I should 
leave it, yet such is my affection to the Church of England, 
and especially to the glorious designs of that venerable body, 
that I hope I shall be contented, (if it should admit me into 
its service, which is what I humbly desire,) wheresoever it 

shall be pleased to send me. 

Sahtel Johnson* 



[letUr from J2ev, Joseph WeM to Mev» Dr, C. MUker,] 

Fairfield, October 2, 1722. 

Beverend and Honoured Sir, 

The occasion of my now giving you the trouble of these 
few lines is to me, and I presume to many others, melancholy 
enough. You have perhaps heard, before now, or will hear 
before these come to hand, (I suppose,) of the revolt of several 
persons of figure among us unto the Church of England. 
There's the Eev. Mr. Cutler, rector of our College, and Mr. 
Daniel Brown, the tutor thereof. There are also of ordained 
ministers, pastors of several Churches among us, the Eev. 
Messieurs following, viz.: John Hart, of East Guilford, 
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Samuel Whittlesey, of Wallingford, Jared Eliot, of Kennel- 
worth, (Killingworth,) Samuel Johnson, of West Haven, and 
James Wetmore, of North Haven. 

They are, the most of them, reputed men of considerable 
learning, and all of them of a virtuous and blameless con- 
versation. I apprehend the axo is hereby laid to the root 
of our civil and sacred enjoyments, and a doleful gap opened 
for trouble and confusion in our Churches. The Churchmen 
among us are wonderfully encouraged and lifted up by the 
appearance of these gentlemen on their side, and how many 
more will, by their example, be encouraged to go off from us 
to them, God only knows. It is a verjf^ dark day with us ; 
and we need pity, prayers and counsel. And I am humbly 
of opinion that the Churches and pastors in your colony are 
concerned, (though something more remotely,) as well as we, 
in the present threatenings of Divine Providence ; and I can- 
not but hope some measure will be concerted by yourself in 
this juncture, for the preservation of the good old cause, so 
signally owned by God and witnessed unto by the practice 
and suffering of so many eminent ministers and Christians. 
There is with you the advantage of age, learning, experience, 
books, &c., and therefore we cannot but earnestly desire 
your assistance in all that is proper on the sorrowful occasion. 
As for the gentlemen who have declared themselves in fa- 
vour of the Church, some of them declared themselves much 
in doubt about the validity of Presbyterian ordination; 
others of them have (if I remember rightly) declared their 
satisfaction as to the invalidity thereof. As to this we value 
them not so much, as long as Acts xx. 19-23 ; Phil. i. 1 ; 1 
Pet. V. 1, 2, 3, and other texts, are a part of Holy Scripture ; 
though I should be glad of the help of some good arguments 
used by those who are skilled in the controversy, and have 
acted well therein ; but if our antagonists should not be able 
to answer what may be alleged from Scripture, (fee, concern- 
ing the powers of presbyters to ordain, they will, I conclude, 
allege that the ordinations among us were not Presbyterian, 
because several pastors in our colony, in the more ancient 
days of it, were ordained by laymen, and those pastors so 
ordained have acted in the latter ordinations among us. This 
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the Churchmen among us improve, and fling &7&ty HOW and 
then about the leather mitten that was laid on the head of 
the Eev. Mr. Israel Chauncey, of Stratford, many years since 
deceased, by one of the brethren acting on his ordination. It 
is also suggested, that the Eev. Mr. Andrew, of Milford, was 
ordained by laymen, in part at least. What there is of truth 
in it, I cannot tell. I heard nothing of this latter instance 
till within about the compass of a week ago. And as to 
what is alleged relating to the Eev. Mr. Chauncey, of Strat- 
ford, deceased, I heard nothing thereof, (that I remember,) 
till many years after my ordination. I know the Eev. Mes- 
sieurs Chauncey and Andrews abovesaid were actors in my 
ordination, together with the Eev. Mr. Walker, of Wood- 
bury, deceased. What led those eminent men, who first 
settled the country, to allow laymen to act in such an affair, 
is not for me to say. But what I would in this case is, how 
we shall be able to justify ourselves if this article be insisted 
on by our antagonists. The notion of these ordinations by 
laymen will, I fear, do us more damage than all the argu- 
ments that can be brought for the necessity of Episcopal or- 
dination. Our condition I look upon as very deplorable and 
sad. Please to communicate the contents of my letter to your 
venerable and honoured father, and to as many of the ministers 
of Boston, cfec, as you judge meet. And let me (though un- 
worthy) have, as soon as may be, what comfort, light and 
fitrength is needful in our sad circumstances, from as many 
of you as will please to engage in the cause. Thus desiring 
an interest in your prayers for us, I subscribe, 
Eeverend and honoured sir, 

Tour humble servant, 

Joseph Webb* 
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[To the Eev. Mr. Andrew and Mr. Woodbridge and 
others, onr Keverend Fathers and Brethren, present 
in the library of Yale College, this 13th of Septem- 
ber, 1722.] 

Reverend Gentlemen, 

Having represented to you the difficulties which we labor 
under, in relation to our continuance out of the visible com- 
munion of an Episcopal Church, and a state of seeming op- 
position thereto, either as private Christians, or as officers, 
and so being insisted on by some of you (after our repeated 
declinings of it) that we should sum up our case in writing, 
we do (though with great reluctance, fearing the consequence 
of it) submit to and comply with it, and signify to you that 
some of us doubt the validity, and the rest are more fully 
persuaded of the invalidity of the Presbyterian ordination, in 
opposition to the Episcopal ; and should be heartily thankful 
to God and man, if we may receive from them satisfaction 
herein, and shall be willing to embrace your good councils 
and instructions in relation to this important affair, as far as 
God shall direct and dispose us to it. 

Timothy Cutlee, John Habt, Samuel WHrrrELSEY, 

Jabed Eliot, James Wetmobe, Samuel Johnson, 

Daniel Brown. 

A true copy of the original. ) 
Testify, Daniel Beown. ) 



[LetUr from Beo, Joseph Moss to Jiev, Dr, C. Jfather,] 
[Mr. Mobs was the Congregational minister at Derby^ Conn.] 

jDerJy, October 2rf, 1722. 
Keverend Sir, 

I presume, though unacquainted, to humbly ask your ad- 
vice and help in a matter of great weight and moment, at 
which we are all amazed and filled with darkness, in our 

5 
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parts of the country, viz. : no less than five ordained minis- 
ters (all but one of our association of New-Haven) have de- 
clared before the trustees of the College, in the library, where 
many others also were present, that they were fully per- 
suaded that only an Episcopal ordination was valid, and 
according to Divine institution ; and therefore, inasmuch as 
their own ordination was by Presbyters only, they esteemed 
it invalid. Three of them said that, notwithstanding, they 
should go on to administer Sacraments, &c., as before, for 
awhile, waiting for further light ; but if they could get no 
better light than now they had, thought that, in time, it 
would come to that pass with them that they should pro- 
ceed no further to minister at the altar, without a re-ordina- 
tion by a Bishop : two of them pretended to be conscience- 
bound at present to cease all sacred administrations until 
they had further light or an Episcopal ordination. The 
aforementioned three are, Mr. John Hart, Mr. Samuel Whit- 
telsey, Mr. James Wetmore; the two abovesaid are, Mr. Ja- 
red Eliot, Mr. Samuel Johnson. And after these, both the 
rector and tutor of our College declared themselves for Epis- 
copacy ; and that they scrupled communion in sacred things 
with any other but the Church of England, because of the 
invalidity of a Presbyterian ordination. I cannot pretend to 
have set down the very words in which these gentlemen de- 
clared themselves, but to this purpose (though in many more 
words) they did declare themselves, in the audience of a large 
assembly of ministers and scholars. Now, reverend and 
learned Sir, two things I crave your advice and help in : 
1st. Tour advice on what we shall say to the people over 
whom these gentlemen were ordained pastors, (the peo- 
ple are uneasy, and come to us neighboring ministers for 
advice) ; they would choose to have their ministers rather de- 
sist their ministry, and have their pulpits free for others that 
may be ordained ; but the ministers, I perceive, are willing 
to hold their posts still. What advice shall we give these peo- 
ple in their darkness and distress ? 2d. I having not read 
much upon this controversy, should be very glad to have 
some books that do nervously handle this point concerning 
ordination by Presbyters, whether good or not ? I have, 
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according to my mean ability, studied the Scriptures upon 
this point for many years past, and have been, and now am, 
fully satisfied in my own mind that the truth is on our side, 
and that there is no difference between a Bishop and a Pres- 
byter, Jure Divine. And there is no such superior order of 
Church officers as the Diocesan Bishops are, by Divine insti- 
tution. But it is now a time with us that we must put on our 
armour and fight, or else let the good old cause, for which 
our fathers came into this land, sink and be^deserted. I pray. 
Sir, that you would furnish me with some such books, as, with 
most strength of reason and argument, plead our cause, espe- 
cially in this point, of the validity of Presbyterian ordination, 
and shall be very much obliged ; and if the books that may 
be sent come as lent, I will safely and seasonably return 
them ; but if they come as sold, (which I rather choose,) I 
will quickly send the money for them. There is at Boston, 
I suppose, Mr. Jeremiah Atwater, of New-Haven, who is my 
brother-in-law, and by whom there may be a conveniency of 
sending to me, or by any of our coasting vessels that come 
to any of the towns neighbouring to New-Haven. I humbly 
ask your pardon, Sir, that I have been so prolix in my 
writing, and for my presumption in requesting such favours 
from you as above desired, which I dare not have done to so 
great a superior, if it had [not] a reference to the advance- 
ment of the kingdom of our great Kedeemer, for which I 
know you are evermore greatly concerned, and are always 
ready to spend and be spent ; and in endeavours for its growth 
and flourishing estate, you have been in labours more abund- 
ant than any of us. 

I subscribe. Sir, your very humble servant and unworthy 

fellow-laborer in the Gospel, 

Joseph Moss. 



[2i&« Bav. John, Dwnempiyrt and the Bev» Stephen BucHnghxm to the Beo» Doctors 

Increase Mather and Cotton Mather,] 

[John Davenport was minister of Stamford and Stephen Buckingham was minister 

of Norwalk.] 

Very Beverend Sirs, 

We have taken it that yourselves were consulted upon the 
first erecting a Collegiate School in our colony, nor can we 
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account it improper that yourselves and our reverend fra- 
ternity in the principal town of our country [Boston] be ap- 
prised of the dark cloud drawn over our collegiate affairs, a 
representation whereof may already have been made by some 
of our reverend brethren trustees ; but if not, and the case 
being of general concern, we are willing to make our moum- 
fal report, how it hath been matter of surprise to us (as we 
conclude it hath been or surely will be to you) to find how 
great a change a few years have made appear among us, and 
how our fountain, hoped to have been and continued the 
repository of truth and the reservoir of pure and sound prin- 
ciples, doctrine and education, in case of a change in our 
mother Harvard, shows itself in so little a time so corrupt. 
How is the gold become dim I and the silver become dross ! 
and the wine mixt with water! Our school gloried and 
flourished under its first rector, the Eev. Mr. Pierson, a pat- 
tern of piety, a man of modest behaviour, of solid learning 
and sound principles, free from the least Arminian or Epis- 
copal taint ; but it suffered a decay for some years, because 
of the want of a resident rector. But who could have con- 
jectured, that its name being raised to Collegium Talense 
from a Gymnasium Sayhrookense^ it should groan out Icha- 
bod, in about three years and a half under its second rector, 
so unlike the first, by an unhappy election set over it, into 
whose election or confirmation, or any act relating to him, 
the senior subscriber hereof (though not for some reason, 
through malice or mistake bruited) never came. Upon the 
management of our College three years and a half, how strange- 
ly altered is the aspect thereof! That its regents, sc. rector 
and tutor are become such capable masters of Episcopal leaven, 
and in such a time how able to cause so many to partake of it I 
It appears surprisingly strange that it should diffuse itself 
into our ministry, and many of them, not of the least note, 
now appear in the company, viz. : Mr. Hart, of East Guilford, 
Mr. Whittelsey, of Wallingford, and Mr. Eliot, of Ealling- 
worth ; these, perhaps, not much short of the rector's years. 
And two societies, branches of the famous New-Haven, one 
on the north and the other on the west, are mourning because 
of their first ministers, in so little a time after their ordina- 



OONNBOTICUT — 1722. 69 

tion, declaring themselves Episcopal, and their ordination, 
lately received, of no value, because a non hahentibus pa- 
teitatem. 

Upon our commencement, September 12, the rector dis- 
tinguished his performance by the closing words of his prayer, 
which were these, viz. : '' And let all the people eaj/j aToenP 

On the evening of said day it was rumoured there, that on 
the next day the gentlemen become Episcopal designed to 
propound to the trustees three questions: 1. Whether ordi- 
nation from such ministers, whose ordination was from the 
leather jackets, be valid? 2. Whether ordination from 
ministers, who are only Presbyters, be valid ? 3. Whether 
an uninterrupted succession from the apostles' days be not 
absolutely necessary to the validity of a minister's ordina- 
tion ? But these were not so propounded. 

But the day following the commencement, after dinner, 
these gentlemen appeared in the library before the trustees, 
where many other ministers were present, and first declared 
themselves viva vooe^ but after that, on the direction of the 
trustees, declared themselves in writing, a copy whereof is 
not with us. But the substance thereof is this : 

Some of us doubting the validity of Presbyterial ordina- 
tion in opposition to Episcopal ordination, and others of us 
fully persuaded of the invalidity of said ordination, shall be 
thankful to God or man helping us, if in an errour. Signed, 
Timothy CuUer^ John Hart^ Samuel Whittelsej/^Jared Mioty 
Jam^e Weimore^ Samuel Johnson, Daniel Brown. The 
persons doubting were Mr. Hart and Mr. Whittelsey. 

Consequent to this declaration, the trustees advised that 
the doubters continue in the administration of the ministry, 
word and sacraments, but that the fully persuaded forbear 
sacramental ministration until the meeting of the trustees, 
which was appointed on the Tuesday evening at New-Haven, 
following the opening of our General Assembly there, the 
said Tuesday being the 16th of the next month. The trustees 
also advised that the said ministers would freely declare 
themselves to their respective congregations. 

It may be added, that Mr. C. then declared to the trustees 
that he had for many years been of this persuasion, (his wife 
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is reported to have said that to her knowledge he had for 
eleven or twelve years been so persuaded,) and that therefore 
he was the more uneasy in performing the acts of his minis- 
try at Stratford, and the more readily accepted the call to a 
College improvement at New-Haven. But then if he knew 
the College was erected for the education of such as dissented 
from the Church of England, (and how could he not know 
it,) and knew himself not one ; with what good faith could 
he accept said call, and the considerable encouragement he 
had, and the rather, if he disseminated his persuasion so con- 
trary to the very design of its erection, and the confidence of 
those that called him ? Indeed, he hath said, that he hath 
laboured only with one to be of his persuasion ; were it so, 
there would, in one instance, be a foul frustration of the con- 
fidence reposed in him ; but what a number above one of the 
students have been leavened by him, who can be assured, but 
coming time may discover the unhappy instances of it. 

Further, Mr. C. then also declared it his firm persuasion, 
that out of the Church of England, ordinarily, there was no 
salvation. 

To the last we only say unytvoirs; for we dare not so offend 
the generation of the righteous, nor disturb the ashes of the 
myriads that have slept in Jesus, of the Catholick professors 
of the orthodox faith in the three kingdoms, yea, and all 
reformed Christendom, and in New-England particularly, 
who have not been of the communion of the Church of Eng- 
land. 

It must be acknowledged to the Divine goodness, that all 
the trustees then present, (and of the whole number wanted 
only three, sc. of Lime, N. London, Stamford,) showed them- 
selves constant to our principles and [well] affected to the 
trust committed to them ; yet desirous that the meeting of 
the trustees might (if possible) be fuller, and also their doings 
might be in the face of the colony, represented in General 
Assembly, they took care that Mr. C. might have the use of 
the house they had hired for him until the Wednesday next 
after the opening of the General Court, viz., October 17. 

No wonder that it is said in all our towns on the seaside, 
and probably in our inland towns likewise, the talk in every 
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one's mouth is the surprising conjuncture, wherein such a 
number, who are now said, at least for a year past, to have 
distinguished themselves by their frequent meeting together, 
the design whereof the late declaration is accounted to open, 
appear fond of that way, an unembarrassment from which 
moved our predecessors to so voluntary an exile into a then 
rude wilderness. And in the vagrant surmises of people, 
others of our principal men are by way of question or aflirma- 
tion talked of, to belong to this set of deserters ; of whom, 
until time show otherwise, better things are hoped. 

One of us subscribing, who was then absent, could have 
the above account only by report, when the other, being 
present, bore a part with the trustees at N. H. 

Eeverend Sirs, having thus bemoaned the dark providence 
over us, we may not doubt of your Christian sympathy, nor 
of your prayers, which yet we earnestly ask, unto Him, that 
holdeth the stars in his right hand, and walketh in the midst 
of the golden candlesticks. We ask also your assistance, what 
you may think proper, in a conjoined testimony in the cause 
of Christ to our government and people, and the encourage- 
ment of the trustees, and the recovery (if possible) of those 
that are gone from us. And with sincere prayers, that how 
grievous soever our sins have been, and how much his anger 
hath been kindled against us, it may please the Lord, who is 
God and not man, yea, the God of pardon, not to give us up, 
cast us oflT, forsake us, nor call our name wan^n kV but that 
his gracious blessing-presence may be, and continue in your 
and our churches. 

We subscribe ourselves, 
Reverend Sirs, 
Your unworthy fellow-partners 

In the ministry of the Gospel, 

John Davenpobt, 

S. Buckingham. 
The very Reverend 

Increase Matheb, D. D. 

Cotton Matheb, D. D. 

Stamford, S&pt. 25, 1722. 
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[A FaU^ful BelaUon of a Late Occurrence in the Clt/u/rches of New-England, ] 

Of this prodnction, a New-England Editor has remarked, *^ not very candid or 
temperate, if jfSuthful." 

New-England hsts lately had in it an occurrence, that has 
been a matter of some surprise and much discourse unto the 
country. 

The colony of Connecticut being willing to have their 
Churches well supplied, from an education on the principles 
which moved their predecessors to settle in those parts of the 
world, erected not long ago a college at New-Haven. This 
little college, or collegiate school, which wears the name of 
Tale College, was lately so unhappy as to borrow a pasto^ 
of a Church at Stratford, whose name is Mr. Timothy Catlei\f 
for a rector. This man was a secret Episcopalian, of sucli 
high flights that he looks upon his Presbyterian ordination 
as a nullity, and the acts of his ministry as invalid ; and his 
invitation to the rectorate of that collegiate school was the 
more agreeable to him, for its delivering him from a ministry 
which he took to be a cheat ; it also gave him an opportunity 
privately to destroy the principal intention of the academy, 
and blow up the Churches which he appearef* a friend unto. 
He privately for some time carried on a coiJVersation with 
several young ministers of the neighbouring Churches, whose 
frequent meetings at his house were what the people knew 
not what interpretation to put upon. At last, by a strange 
coincidence of several circumstances, the plot broke out sooner 
than it is thought they would have had it ; for on September 
13th, the day after their commencement, these men appeared 
in the public library, before the trustees of the College, and 
many other ministers, and there exhibited a short instrument, 
wherein they declared that some of them doubted the va- 
lidity, and others of them were fully persuaded of the in- 
validity of their Presbyterian ordination ; signed by Cutler, 
the rector, and Brown, a tutor of the school, and five more 
that were young ordained pastors of Churches in the neigh- 
bourhood. The trustees were very much distressed on an 
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occasion so unexpected, and so likely to be attended with a 
train of unhappy consequences ; but they treated the men 
with all the charity, and lenity, and forbearance that the case 
would possibly admit of. Nevertheless, the action and 
apostacy of these men had caused a considerable commotion 
in the minds of the people, not only in the Churches more 
immediately betrayed, but also through all the country. 

It has appeared marvellous unto them, that a little knot of 
young men that had read very little of the controversy, but 
only a few Episcopalian things which their library at New- 
Haven had been unhappily stocked withal, with little or 
nothing of the antidote, (and indeed the most that the poor 
children have to subsist upon is the pretended Epistles of 
Ignatius, which yet, if they were not impostures, would be of 
no service to them,) that these young men should have the 
temerity and presumption to declare for an usurpation in the 
Church of God, so clearly condemned in the holy Scriptures, 
which it is the profession and endeavour of those Churches to 
keep close unto ; yea, and thereupon to deny the ministry, and 
renounce the communion of all the Protestant Churches in 
the world, except that little party that submits to the English 
Episcopacy ! It has amazed them to see the'sons of New- 
England strengthen and assist the common enemy, by coming 
into the great and almost the last clamour with which the 
papists are trying to weaken and perplex the reformed 
Churches, and that, when it is notorious that the whole body 
of our first reformers, at their coming out of Babylon, decried 
the necessity of an Episcopal ordination, and found that they 
could not shake off the mother of harlots without their doing 
80 ; they should in such a country go back from what the 
very dawn of the reformation arrived unto ! 

It has caused some indignation in them to see the vile in- 
dignity cast by these Cudweeds upon those excellent servants 
of Gk)d, who were the leaders of the flock that followed our 
Saviour into this wilderness ; and upon the ministry of them, 
and their successors, in which there has been seen for more 
than fourscore years altogether, the power and blessing of 
God for the salvation of many thousands in the successive 
generations, with a success beyond what any of them, which 
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set such an high value on the Episcopal ordination, could ever 
boast of; to vilify this as an invalid ministry ; for a degener- 
ate offspring to declare those men of God, and those burning 
and shining lights, to be no true ministers of Christ ; but in- 
vaders and intruders upon a sacred office ; and robbers that 
have not entered in by the door ; they cry out upon it Good 
God, unto what times hast thou reserved us ! 

That which very much adds to the concern on the minds 
of the good people, is that such highflyers as these who de- 
rive their ordinations from Home, do generally discover them- 
selves too well affected unto a popish pretender, and ene- 
mies to the happy revolution ; and though of late several con- 
versions to High Church have been made among their chil- 
dren, wherein, to their honour, the great converter has been 
a foolish and sorry toy-man, who is a professed Jacobite, and 
printed a pamphlet to maintain that the God whom King 
William and the Churches there prayed unto, is the devil ! 
{horresco referena !) yet they commonly lament it that the 
Church rarely gains a proselyte but King George loses a 
subject. 

It is a sensible addition unto their honour to see the horrid 
character of more than one or two, who have got themselves 
qualified with Episcopal ordination, to fortify little and 
wretched parties, in disturbing the Churches of New-England, 
and come over as missionaries, perhaps to serve scarce twenty 
families of such people, in a town of several hundred families 
of Christians, better instructed than the very missionaries ; 
to think that they must have no other ministers but such 
as are ordained and ordered by them, who have sent over 
such tippling sots unto them ; instead of those pious, and 
painful, and faithful instructors which they are now blessed 
withal ! The Churches treat these new invaders with much 
civility, and such as can go on in their ministry, they allow 
to do so. But the spirit of the country, and their zeal for the 
^e and undefiled religion and profession of their fathers, 
baleen so conspicuous on this occasion, and the folly of the 
y desefvs has been so manifest unto all men, (and unto some of 

thems^es,) that they will proceed no further. The apostacy 
will stopl;iere ; and what has happened will strongly serve 
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to the establishment of the Churches ; and the abettors of these 
disorders may spare any further pains for the furnishing of 
the country with such missionaries. Nor will they be re- 
ceived there by any but a few people of such a character as 
will be no great honour either to Christianity or to the 
Church of England. 

Since the writing of this faithful relation, a letter from a 
very eminent person in the government of Connecticut, dated 
November 9, 1722, has these passages : 

" The endeavours of the trustees of the College have been 
"bo far succeeded as to remove the scruples of those minis- 
" ters who had entertained some, about their ordinations ; so 
" that we have a prospect of peace in the Churches they 
" were set over, and that they may go on in the work of the 
" ministry with hope of success. We are not without hopes, 
" that what has so fearful a tendency to the prejudice of that 
" Gospel order, which the Churches here have from the be- 
" ginning observed, may rather tend to their confirmation 
" therein." 



[li-atn a MS. in the handwriting of JBev, Cotton Mather, 2>. D,, and euppoeed to have 

been sent to hie Brethren in Connecticut.] 

The sentiments of several ministers in Boston, concerning 
the duty of the distressed Churches with relation 
to their pastors, who, in an instrument under their 
hands, have publickly declared, that they, some of 
them, dcmbt the validity^ others of them arefuUy 
persuaded of the invalidity of the Presbyterian or- 
dination. 

It plainly appears : 

I. These new Episcopalians have declared their desire to 
introduce an usurpation and a superstition into the Church 
of God, clearly condemned in the Sacred Scriptures, which 
our loyalty and chastity to our Saviour obliges us to keep close 
unto ; and a tyranny from which the whole Church, which 
desires to be reformed, has groaned, that it may be delivered. 

n. They have had the temerity and presumption to deny 
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the ministry and renounce the communion of all the Protest- 
ant Churches in the whole world, except that little party 
which submits to the English Episcopacy. Such a schism do 
they run into. 

III. The scandalous conjunction of these unhappy men 
with the papists is, perhaps, more than what they have them- 
selves duly considered. For first, the great and almost the 
last clamour with which the papists try to perplex and weaken 
the reformed Churches, is, that their ministry is invalid for 
want of Episcopal ordination. 

These men strengthen the common enemy in the boundless 
mischief attempted by this foolish cavil. Secondly, even 
those defectively and imperfectly reformed Churches in Eng- 
land and Ireland found it necessary to decry the necessity of 
Episcopal ordination, at their first coming out of Babylon. 
They did it generally, notoriously, authentically, or they 
could not have shaken off the mother of harlots. God forbid 
that we should be such grievous revolters as to go back from 
what the very dawn of the reformation arrived unto ! Third- 
ly, to maintain their Episcopal ordination, they set up that 
vile, senseless, wretched whimsey of an uninterrupted suc- 
cession, which our glorious Lord has confuted with such 
matter of fact that it is amazing the builders of Babel are 
not ashamed of it ; and they will have none owned for min- 
isters of Christ in the world but such as anti-Christ has or- 
dained for him ; such as the paw of the beast hath been laid 
upon them that they pretend a succession from. Do not 
those men worship the beast, who allow no worship in the 
Church but by them who have their consecration legitimated 
by a derivation through the hands of the beast unto them ? 
Finally, it is well known that at this day the men who are 
well-willers to the claims of a popish pretender, are the main 
assertors of the Episcopal ordination being essential to their 
Christian priesthood ; and the most violent and signalized 
assertors of this paradox are such as decry the happy revolu- 
tion, which every sincere Protestant, and honest and sober 
Englishman, must be a friend unto. Will these men unite 
with such adversaries : To their assembly, O my soul, be not 
thou united ! 
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IV. They have cast a vile indignity upon those burning 
and shining lights, the excellent servants of God, who were 
the leaders of the flocks that followed our Lord Jesus into 
this wilderness, and upon the ministry of them and their suc- 
cessors in which there has been seen the power and blessing 
of God for the salvation of many thousands in the successive 
generations, with a success beyond what any of them, who 
set such an high value upon their Episcopal ordination, could 
ever boast of. A degenerate offspring have declared these 
men of God, than whom the world has rarely been illumina- 
ted with brighter stars, to be not true ministers of Christ, but 
usurpers of the ministry and invaders of a sacred office, rob- 
bers that have not entered in by the door. 

They have also treated with the utmost contempt the glo- 
rious cause and work of God, by which the Churches of the 
Lord in this country have been so remarkably distinguished, 
and encouraged the posterity of our faithful predecessors to 
shake off the faith and order of the Gospel, which was the 
main end that the country was planted for. 

V. They have done what is likely to throw the Churches 
of the country into disturbance and confusion, beyond any- 
thing they have ever yet met withal, and animate an ungodly 
generation to set up a lifeless religion, and an irreligious life, 
in the room of that which has hitherto been our glory. 

VI. They have rashly done all this, before they have used 
the most proper means to attain the light which they pretend 
they are looking for. They have not read many of the most 
enlightening treatises, and they have not once addressed, so 
much as by writing to them, those persons, for their satisfac- 
tion, who are, of all, the most capable of enlightening them. 

VII. It may be, some of the Churches are not satisfied 
what these gentlemen intend by waiting for further light. 

Vin. In the meantime, it is to be doubted how they can 
lawfully and honestly go on with their pastoral administra- 
tions, and keep on good terms with the last words in the four- 
teenth chapter to the Bomans : Inasmuch as it is affirmed, 
that those of them whose doubts had made the least impres- 
sion on them, yet professed, that if the doubts which they 
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now have should contmue unremoved, they could not go on 
with the exercise of their ministry. 

. IX. The offence which those backsliders have given to all 
the Churches has been such, that the particular Churches to 
which they belong may, and should, make them sensible that 
they are greatly offended at them ; and we see not why the 
flocks may not as much decline the owning of them for their 
ministers, as they themselves question the validity of their 
ministry. The Churches, by continuing to acknowledge the 
pastoral relations and oversight of those men, may give them 
greater opportunities to produce and increase [insidious] par- 
ties among them, than they may be at first well aware of. 

X. Nevertheless, and after all, we have not heard all that 
these gentlemen have to say for themselves. And we ought 
to do nothing rashly ; the peace of God, also, in the utmost 
expressions of reasonable charity, should rule on such occa- 
sions ; and we cannot watch too much against the wrath of 
man insinuating on such occasions, which will not work the 
righteousness of God. It is likewise to be remembered, that 
none of these men were ordained without a council of Churches 
to countenance their introduction into the ministry. It seems 
therefore necessary that the Churches, which withdrew from 
the ministry of the men that have so disappointed them, and 
disobliged them, should have some countenance and assistance 
and instruction from a council of Churches for what they have 
to do in this lamentable affair. But the council ought to be 
so chosen, that the Churches may reasonably expect impartial 
proceedings in them : and therefore the choice had not best 
be limited by such prudential rules of vicinity, as might be 
agreed when there was no such extraordinary occasion to be 
imagined. Perhaps the general court may see cause, upon 
these awful and grievous and threatening occurrences, to nom- 
inate a very large council of Churches, to consider what may 
be the duty of the day, especially for those Churches that 
are more immediately now encumbered. 

May the glorious head of the Church, whose name is the 
Counsellor, graciously grant his counsel to his people, that 
they may let no men take away their crown ; but may faith- 
fully preserve his institutions. 
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[Jfr. Orem to ike Secretary, "l 

New Bristol in New-England^ Oct. ZOth^ 1722. 
Sir, 

I presume by this to recommend to yom* friendship and 
favor three very worthy gentlemen, Mr. Cutler, Mr. Brown 
and Mr. Johnson, who have lately declared themselves for 
the Church, though they have been brought up in the dis- 
senting way, and have acted for some time past as Presby- 
terian or Independent ministers. Mr. Cutler was Eector of 
the College of Connecticut, the most creditable and profitable 
employment of any in this country, but has lately been dis- 
missed from that post for declaring in favour of the Church ; 
the other two who joined with him have undergone the same 
hard fate, the one having been turned out of his living, and 
the other out of his fellowship in the College. I can scarce 
express the hardships they have undergone, and the indigni- 
ties that have been put upon them, by the worst sort of dis- 
senters who bear sway here, and several honest gentlemen 
who declared for the Church with them ; who, by reason of 
the unhappy circumstances of their families, can't go to 
England, but lie now under all the hardships and pressures 
that the malice and rage of the implacable enemies of our 
excellent Church and Constitution can subject them to ; but 
I hope their suflfering condition will be taken into considera- 
tion at home. These gentlemen intend to take orders and 
return in the Society's service. I hope. Sir, your good offices 
in recommending them to some of the members of that Hon- 
ourable body won't be wanting ; they will depend entirely 
on your directions how to apply themselves to them ; what 
friendship you are pleased to show them will, I persuade my- 
self, always be readily and thankfully acknowledged by 
them, and will add to the number of the many good offices 
you have done to, and the obligations you have laid on. 

Sir, 
Tour most humble and most 

obliged servant, 

James Obem. 
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lMr» BrownU Memorial.'] 

That which I hnmbly request of the Honourable Society is, 
that the petition exhibited in the letter of the Churchwardens 
and Vestry of the Church in New Bristol to the Society, may 
find a gracious reception, and that I may be permitted, ac- 
cording to their desire, therein expressed, to succeed the 
Eeverend Mr. Orem, by whose removal a vacancy is made 
in that place, if I may be thought, in a tolerable measure, 
capable of answering tiie ends of the Society's mission into 
those parts. Daniel Bbowk. 



[Mr, Cutler* i repreeentaUon of the state of the Church of JSngland in some parte of 

the Colorvy of ConneeHcut, in IfewSngland,] 

Since I, with sundry others, did appear to favour Episcopacy 
in the town of New* Haven, in the colony aforesaid, which is 
a place considerable for the multitude of its inhabitants, and 
the great resort of people there, as also for a society for in- 
genious learning there established, the zeal of some dissenting 
teachers there, and in the parts adjacent to that town, hath 
signalized itself to perpetuate the interests of schism and 
depress the Church of England, and the people there have 
but very little advantage to defend themselves against those 
uncharitable and undutiful representations which are made 
of the Church of England, in her doctrine, discipline and wor- 
ship, though many appear to have a sincerity of mind and 
honest willingness to receive and cherish the impressions that 
religion, reason and truth make on them. I therefore, look- 
ing on myself to retain some share in the affections of many 
of the people and scholars there, do humbly offer my service in 
making a visit to that deluded people, for promoting the in- 
terest of the Church of England there, so zealously and rudely 
opposed, in case the state of the particular Church to which 
I am sent, and my own personal affairs may allow it, desirous 
of the encouragement and acceptance of the Honourable 
Society in so doing. 

Timothy Cutleb. 
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[Members of the Church of England at Bipton, in Connecticut, to the Secretary.] 

All Saints' Day, 1722. 
Eev. and Honourable Sir, 

We, the inhabitants of Eipton, in the colony of Connecti- 
cut, in New-England, being professors of the Church of Eng- 
land, as by law established, do earnestly request your truly 
Christian compassion for us who are destitute of a minister 
to officiate unto us as often as we could wish. It is true Mr. 
Pigot is solicitous of our welfare, and visits us as often as his 
extraordinary industry (in common with our neighbours) 
will permit ; but we know not how long his ministrations will 
continue among us, and therefore are desirous of enjoying a 
pastor of our own, if so be it will suit your accustomed good- 
ness and bounty to allow it. K you, in your wisdom, shall 
determine otherwise, we entreat that the ministers settled at 
Stratford and Newton, between which places we are con- 
veniently situated, may receive your instructions to administer 
to us, each of them, every third Sunday. We are emboldened 
to hope this, both because we design to set apart a glebe for 
our spiritual guide when he comes, and also, because we suf- 
fer great persecution, for the Church's sake, from those'who 
have, to our misfortune and oppression, the civil power here, 
and have made that a handle to usurp the ecclesiastical. 

We commit this, our request, to the direction of the great 
God to touch your hearts with compassion for us, and to tlie 
candid generosity of your illustrious Society, and are, hon- 
oured Sirs, your very humble servants and petitioners, 

Chas. Lane, Thomas LAirm, 

Daniel Shelton, George Black, of Derby, 

KiOHABD Blagklaoh, Jr., Abraham Trelford, 

Martin Longworth, James Wakle, Jr., 

Chas. Lane, Jr., Benj. Lattin, 

Alexander Lane, John Beardslee, Jr., 

Nathaniel Cogswell, Joseph Shelton, 

John Gilbert, Benjamin Mallert. 
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[Jfr. JPigot to the Secretary,] 

Siraiford^ Nov, 6, 1722. 

Sir, 

I have herewith sent you petitions to the honourable So- 
ciety, from two towns in this neighbourhood, whose inhabi- 
tants are above half come over to our Church. I also expect 
to visit you with another from Fairfield in a short time, after, 
if not in company with these. The subscribers of Ripton have 
been, of long standing, inclined to the Church, yet even 
among them there are some lately brought over. But those 
of Newtown, to a man, have been induced by my means to 
embrace our profession. I believe two missionaries might 
serve all four towns ; that is, might attend on Stratford and 
Fairfield, and the other on Newtown and Ripton, alternately, 
for the two former are at eight, and the latter at twelve miles 
distance. I likewise also present you here with an account 
of the progress of my ministry in relation to my administra- 
tion of the Sacraments since my last notitiaparochialis^ which 
you will find in the enclosed list. We are. Sir, in great want 
of Prayer-Books and Catechisms, indeed in so great, that it 

is almost impossible ; therefore I once more heartily 

beg that some may be sent by the first opportunity. I have 
a request also to the honom'able Society in behalf of a worthy 
French gentleman, bom at Cardillac, in Quercy, and now re- 
siding at Fairfield. His name is James Labarie, who having 
been politely educated, left his native country, and was or- 
dained by Dr. Antonius Clinglet, Antistes of Zurich, in 1688 ; 
afterwards coming into England, he procured Bishop Comp- 
ton's license for teaching grammar, but being invited by my 
Lord Bellamont, he passed over to America in 1699, and the 
year following, as successor to Mons. Bondet, was appointed 
by his lordship to instruct the Keehamoochuck (or new Ox- 
ford) Indians, which employment he pursued with great suc- 
cess, till they were cut off by their enemies. This service he 
underwent three years, having [in that time] capacitated a 
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certain Indian to that degree as to be able to instruct the 
rest. Ever since be has Kved in this colony at Fairfield ; but, 
by reason of his attachment to the Church of England prin- 
ciples, has never been permitted by the Independents to put 
his license in practice, and more especially has been maligned 
by the deputy Governor, an inveterate, and, indeed, most im- 
placable enemy to the established Church. This gentleman, 
having obtained the Indian language, with the honourable 
Society's good leave, is heartily willing to do the office of a 
Oatechist here, and therefore begs from that auspicious body 
their orders, books, protection, and benevolence. 

Messrs. Cutler, Johnson and Brown are set out toward 
Boston, in order to their transportation to Great Britain, whom 
I presume to be arrived ere this comes to salute you, from 
Sir, 

The Honourable Society's 

And your very humble servant, 

Geo. Pigot. 



[Mr, Ldbarie to the Secretary.] 

Fairjieldy New-England^ March Sthj 1722-23. 

Mr. Pigot hath acquainted the honourable Society with 
my circumstances, therefore, I shall not be tedious in giving 
you an account of them. After that I left my own country by 
reason of the persecution raging there ; I went to Zurich and 
was ordained by Mr. Clinglet, Antistes of that Canton, as you 
may see certified by the enclosed copy. I arrived in Eng- 
land at the time of King William's coronation, and there 
obtained a license from the Lord Bishop of London for 
teaching grammar and catechising in the parish of Stepney. 
Some time afterwards I was persuaded by my Lord Bellamont 
to come into America, where he settled me for the work of the 
ministry in a town called New Oxford, where Mr. Bondet had 
been before, and gave me a commission to instruct the In- 
dians there ; the original whereof I herewith transmit to your 
honourable Society. That office I was diligent to perform, 
and, by the blessing of God, having obtained the lingua of 
that nation, had so considerable a success that I brought some 
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of them to the capacity of teaching others ; but the town 
being cut off by the Indian enemies, we were forced to forsake 
the settlement for the security of our lives, and since my 
abode in this Colony and County of Fairfield, where are 
many Indians, I have concluded it my duty to continue my 
labours, though without any prospect of any encouragement 
or salary, for which purpose applying myself to Governor' 
Saltonstall, whose original letter of approbation attends upon 
you, and receiving his encouragement, I began by the enclosed 
introductory discourse, to prepare both the English and na- 
tive inhabitants ; but, having declared myself a member of 
the Church of England, I was immediately interrupted by 
the Lieutenant-Governor Nathan Gold, a mortal enemy to 
that Church, and violently compelled to surcease my endeav- 
ours. My commission extending no further than Boston 
Colony, since Mr. Pigot's arrival in this colony, I have joined 
with him, and done my endeavours to assist him. He hath 
the care of four Churches considerably distant from each 
other, and though no missionary before ever took half the 
pains that he takes for the propagation of the Church of Eng- 
land, yet the members of his Church are scattered, and the 
enemies thereof so busy to hinder those who are already 
communicants, and others who are willing to join us, that it 
is impossible for one man to entertain them all, and to keep 
them in the bosom of the Church. Therefore, making use 
of that license I received from Bishop Compton, I visit the 
well-disposed people to instruct them in the principles of the 
^tablished Church, and, on the Lord's day, while Mr. Pigot 
is at Stratford or some other place, I teach at my own house, 
which I have destinated for the service of the Church of Eng- 
land. I suppose Mr. Pigot will acquaint your honourable 
body with the persecutions and threatenings we are exposed 
to, having in this town of Fairfield the Lieutenant-Governor 
against us, and the pretended ministers of Independency con- 
tinually declaiming against the Church, terming her service 
Popery, the way to hell, and themselves Bishops as regular as 
the Bishop of London, with many other extravagant expressions. 
Therefore if your honourable Society would favour me with a 
larger power than I have, I should be very glad to employ 
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the rest of my days for the propagation of the Gospel among 
the heathen, and instruction of the remoter members of the 
Church of England, not doubting but that, under the bkssing 
of God, the Church of Fairfield would be in a short time in a 
flourishing condition, there being many that desire to be fre- 
quently instructed in the principles tibereof. We are here 
under great disadvantages by reason of the scarcity of Cate- 
chisms, Common Prayer Books, Psalters, and many other 
books which are needed for instruction and comfort. We 
humbly beg the honourable Society to procure some, (for this 
town particularly,) and shall ever continue to pray for the 
prosperity of your glorious body, as at present, he cordially 
does, who is with the utmost submission. 

Tour very humble servant and well-wisher, 

James Labarte. 



[Mr, Pigot to the Secretary.] 

Stratfardj June 8d and 7thj 1T23. 
8ir, 

Having completed my first year, and knowing myself under 
obligation to notify the honourable Society of the procedure 
of aflEairs in this Colony, I once more visit you with this my 
acknowledgment of their indulgence towards me, and do re- 
turn them thanks for their order for my removal to Provi- 
dence ; not that I propose any other advantage to myself than 
being nearer the inspection of some land of mine there about. 

This is the sixth letter I have sent you without the satis- 
faction of one in return, so that I am to seek whether Fair- 
field, Eipton, or Newtown petitions have reached you or not; 
we are forthwith transmitting a duplicate of each, for fear of 
miscarriage. Our cause flourishes mightily in this country, 
indeed so much, that our neighbours look on with astonish- 
ment. The Mathers are diligent in sending circular letters 
to all places, exhorting them to trace the pious steps of their 
forefathers ; and whereas that popular plea has been detected 
to carry fraud with it, by a printed letter of Governour Win- 
throp and company to the ministers of Old England, they 
have been compelled to take refuge in another more noto- 
rious untruth, namely, that there are two Churches of Eng- 
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land, the high and the low; with the low, they pretend to 
hold fall communion, but the high are rank Papists / they 
terming us no less. This notion, and some books with which 
every town is glutted, such as [illegible] many thousands of 
which have been printed off at Boston. An anonymous 
answer to the Bishop of Derry and Jameson the Scott, are 
our greatest obstructions by way of controversy, as the De- 
puty Qovemour is by way of authority, in this quarter of the 
world. This last mentioned gentleman has been so weak as 
to propound to the General Court a law to prohibit me the 
practice of my function, in all the towns of this Colony be- 
sides [except] Stratford. I enclosed an account of my bap- 
tized and communicants ; since my last, of the former, I have 
added forty-eight to the Church, of the latter, sixty-seven 
during the past year's ministry. I had forty-three of these 
on Easterday and thirty-eight on Whit-Sunday, notwith- 
standing they live at great distances asunder. I have been 
once to Norwalk, once to North-Haven, six times to Fair- 
field, Eipton and Newtown, each; at which last places I 
have administered both sacraments once already, and do in- 
tend it once more before my departure. Our church will be 
raised on the first of next month, being forty-five feet long, 
thirty broad, and twenty studd. I understand from Boston 
that Mr. Whetmore is sailed, so that, in all likelihood, he 
will pay his respects before this can arrive, from the honour- 
able Society's, and Sir, &c. 

George Pigot. 



\Mr, Hgot to the Secretary,^ 

Providence^ January \Zth^ 1723-24. 
Eeverend Sir, 

Mr. Johnson, my successor at Stratford, having brought 
me the honourable Society's order for my removal to Provi- 
dence, I have "accordingly been arrived at my charge about 
two months, and do humbly acknowledge their favour with 
grateful respect. I left him seventy-nine in communion, 
having baptized six adults and fifty-seven infants the first 
eighteen months' ministry, and of whom I have enclosed a 
list of those not mentioned before. As to the new church at 
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Stratford, it proceeds but heavily, by reason of the poverty of 
its professors, who are too closely fleeced by the adverse 
party to carry it on with despatch ; and as to the out-towns, 
it is my humble opinion, that Newtown merits the preference 
in the honourable Society's regard ; both as it is more remote 
from Stratford, and also, as its inhabitants are above half 
come over already, in so much that Mr. Johnson may expect 
thirty communicants there. Fairfield, also, is well enclosed, 
and will have as large a communion as Newtown ; but Dr. 
Labarie's industry there takes off the present necessity of a 
missionary in that town. This last gentleman is an excellent 
preacher, but by reason of his attachment to our principles, 
is unimproved by the dissenters, as to his practice in physic, 
unless upon the greatest emergency. In Ripton (which is a 
very small place) the Independents have never yet been able 
to settle a minister of their profession, but at present they are 
aspiring, (by a sort of association,) with a salary of £40 per 
annum, and some land, hoping thereby to keep out the 
Church. Mr. Johnson will find it a most difficult task to 
answer the expectations of the towns around him, there being 
work enough for Sunday labourers in the Lord's harvest ; 
however, if Newtown were supplied with one, he might take 
care of Eipton, as Mr. Johnson might of Fairfield and West 
Haven. I now pass to you some account of my new mission. 
The inhabitants here are generally well inclined to the Church 
of England, but not so much out of principle as out of oppo- 
sition to the Massachusetts profession. For these Providence 
people, by bordering upon them, having formerly felt the 
lash of their resentments, are now utterly estranged to their 
persuasion ;* who, notwithstanding, are thrusting themselves 
among us, and building a meeting-house, which they never 
attempted before the honourable Society had resolved to ap- 
point a missionary for this place. The towns of Warwick 
and Greenwich, (my near neighbours,) are importunate with 
me to perform Divine Service among them once in a month, 
which, with the honourable Society's approbation, I shall 
comply with ; because Warwick is the place where the 

* This statement is fUlly verified in the first yolome of Mr. Samuel Oreen Arnold's History 
of Bhode Island, published in 1869. 
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Gortonians (a wild crew) first prevailed, and together with 
Greenwich has always been destitute of a minister of any 
profession whatsoever. I am afraid any minister here will 
not be so snccessfal as at Stratford, it being much easier to 
bring over those Schismatics to our cgmmunion, than these 
outrageous and stubborn enthusiasts. I beg the favour of 
the usual number of small tracts for this town, there being 
greater occasion for them than ordinary ; but I look upon it 
as my duty to remind you, sir, that these people, (if of any 
profession,) are chiefly Quakers and Anabaptists. I have 
nothing more to add, but that I am, with the sincerest at- 
tachment, the honourable Society's obliged and humble 
servant, Geobge Pigot. 

Not having sealed this for want of an opportunity to 
transmit it, I have hereunto added something that has since 
happened respecting the honourable Society. One Mr. Eich- 
ard Sackett settled at Dover, an up town in the Province of 
New-York, has taken the pains to give me a visit on purpose 
to bestow a handsome gift on the Ohurch. This gentleman 
has a claim of upwards of thirteen hundred acres of land in 
the township of Stratford, but has been debarred of his right 
by government there, who thought fit to dispose of it other- 
wise, though his title be two years older than their charter ; 
the aforesaid tract of land having been purchased of the Indian 
Sachems in 1661. He has given me an irrevocable power of 
attorney, and a grant of four hundred acres to the missionary 
of Stratford for a perpetual glebe, and two hundred acres to 
finish the church. This glebe, valued at £1,800 paper money, 
has occasioned great speculation and heart-aching, because 
Mr. Sackett's title is confessedly as good as any man can 
have in this country, and also because there is no one legal 
instance of the disposal of lands hero by charter ^ in contra- 
diction to Indian title. It has been Judge 's opinion, 

and is that of the most knowing here, that Mr. Sackett's title 
is sure, and therefore I expect the honourable Society's order 
what to do in this affair, and they may confide in. 

Sir, &c., 

GSOBGB FiGOT. 



CONNKCTICUT — 1722. 89 



IMembersqftJU Ohvrdh t^fEn^Umd^ at JTmotcn^ in OonMcUetd^ to the Secretary.] 

October IWA, 1722. 

Honourable Gentlemen, 

We, the Bubscribers, inhabitants of the town of Newton, 
[Newtown,] in the province of Connecticnt, being cordially 
inclined to embrace the articles and liturgy of the Church of 
England, and to approach her communion, do humbly and 
earnestly request your honourable Society to send us a law- 
fully ordained minister. We are heads of families and, with 
our dependants, shall appear the major party here; there- 
fore, we intend to set apart for our Episcopal teacher, when- 
soever it shall please God to inspire your venerable body to 
appoint us one, at least two hundred acres of glebe for the 
support of a Church minister for ever. And this we are 
emboldened to hope, because our town is at so great a dis- 
tance from Stratford as twenty-two miles, and also situated in 
the centre of all this country, being surrounded with more than 
ten other towns at no vast distance. We do likewise return 
our most hearty thanks for those ministrations Mr. Pigot has 
introduced among us, who has inclined us to declare boldly 
for the Church, and thereby to be exposed to the resentments 
of the Independents, to his and our no small disadvantage 
and reproach ; indeed, we are placed in the midst of an in- 
sidious people, but should quietly enjoy our persuasion with- 
out the intervention of others, if an Episcopal minister were 
once settled among us, which wo beg of Almighty God to 
induce the honourable Society to nominate; and in the 
mean time we remain their very humble servants and well- 
wishers, 

John Glovee, James Habd, Stephen Paemelee, 

Samuel Henbix, Eobekt Sbely Daniel Jackson, 

John Sealy, John Gsiffin, Jebemlah Tdeneb, 

Eltoia Shaep, Widovo^ Samuel Mosheb, 
Ebenezer Booth, Thomas Wheelee, of Woodbury, 
Moses Knapp, at Chestnut Eidge. 

6* 
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[The Church Wardens and Vestry of Kewj^rt^ in Jihode-Jslandy to the Secretary, "] 

At a Yeairy held at Trinity Churchy 

October J^dthj 1722. 
Sir, 

TKs with the greatest pleasure we have this happy oppor- 
tunity of expressing the grateful sense we have of the honour- 
able Society's compassionate care of, and kindness to, this 
place, in the generous encouragement they give for the sup- 
port of religion in it ; for which we return our sincere ac- 
knowledgments, attended with our earnest desires for the best 
blessings of heaven upon them ; we also think we should bo 
wanting to our duty, if by the occasion of these worthy gen- 
tlemen, Messrs. Cutler, Johnson and Brown, who have re- 
nounced their schismatical principles wherein they were edu- 
cated and voluntarily joined our communion, we should not 
heartily recommend them to the special regard and counte- 
nance of the Eev. Fathers of our Church and the patrons of 
religion. Their coming over to us is justly looked upon 
here, not only as a very surprising, but a very considerable 
advantage to the interests of the Church in these parts ; their 
motives and their conversion, they are now going to account 
for before our Right Reverend Diocesan and the honourable 
Society, from whom it is humbly hoped they will meet with 
all possible encouragement. It is plain, these gentlemen 
have, in thi^ important affair, acted like Christians and men 
of virtue and honour, without any sordid views of interest 
or advancement ; for, as they were not dismissed their posts 
and oflSces for any vice and immorality, they being univer- 
sally acknowledged, and that even by our Church's greatest 
enemies, to be persons of unspotted character and the nicest 
virtue, so neither were they compelled to a conformity by 
any other necessity than that of pursuing the dictates of a 
good conscience ; and for the sake of that, indeed, they have 
forsaken their dearest interests and valuable settlements. 
Though we don't in the least presume to prescribe to ouy 
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superiors, yet we can't bnt entertain some hnmble hopes 
and wishes that the famous Universities of England will treat 
Mr, Cutler with distinguished marks of esteem, he having 
been himself head of a College, which station ho adorned, as 
well as discharged the duties of it with great applause; and 
could it be obtained by the favour and authority of the 
Crown that he should be re-established in it, and return in 
holy orders, it is more than probable that his influence over 
the youth, and distilling good principles in them, would be 
of great service to religion and the Church in this country. 
Nor can we be so injurious to the merits of Mr. Johnson and 
Mr. Brown as to omit assuring the honourable Society, that 
the one, viz., Mr. Johnson, having been for some time an 
ordained minister in the dissenting way, and the other, Mr. 
Brown, a tutor in Mr. Cutler's College, were extremely be- 
loved and esteemed by their people ; and His not doubted, 
but in proportion to the favours of the communion they have 
left, they will be favoured by that they have espoused. 
Upon the whole, it seems highly probable that upon these 
gentlemen's fate, we mean their reception and encourage- 
ment, depends a grand revolution, if not a general revolt, 
from schism in these parts j and that their example will be 
followed by many, if not the most considerable men amongst 
them, whereof we have already an instance in one Mr. Wet- 
more, a man of learning and piety, who is now become zeal- 
ous for the service and interest of the Church, but whose 
circumstances won't, at present, allow him to apply for Epis- 
copal ordination ; and his case being that of many, we hope 
will also be allowed as an argument for the necessity of a 
Bishop in this country. Conversions from schism, as well 
as from infidelity and heresy, we humbly conceive to be one 
of the honourable Society's just designs, and here now pre- 
sents a happy opportunity of bringing it to some perfection ; 
and, should there not be remarkable notice taken of these 
gentlemen, the neglect would not only dishearten others, 
who are in a manner ready to follow their laudable example, 
but give our enemies the greatest occasion to insult us, and 
glory in the disappointment. We hope our honourable pa- 
trons will excuse the freedom whereby we become faithful 
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witnesses of great truthis, and earnestly entreat they will be 
pleased to continue their- compassion and regard for us, who 
are, with all possible veneration their's, as we are with great 
esteem, Sir, your most obedient humble servants, 

James Honeyhak, Minuter. 

Adam Powell, "William Coddington, Churchwardens. 

John Beown, Nath'l Newdigatb, 

E. GaeDNEE, EdWAED KBAEGEEASSBjf y. 

John Feeebody, Daniel Ayrault, ^ ^ 
Geo. Golding, Jno. Chace, 



[JSev, J£r, JohMon to the Bishop of London, 

Stratford in Connectioutj New-England^ 

January \Uh^ 1723-4. 
May it please your Lordship, • 

Being, by the favourable providence of God, arrived in 
New-England, in obedience to your Lordship's commands, 
when I had the honour of being in your presence, I make 
bold, in all humility, to lay before your Lordship the state of 
the colony of Connecticut, to which your Lordship has 
licensed me. The people here are generally rigid Lidepend- 
ents, and have an inveterate enmity against the established 
Church, but of late the eyes of great multitudes are opened 
to the great error of such an uncharitable and therefore 
unchristian spirit. 

This is come to pass cliiefly in six or seven towns, whereof 
this of Stratford, where I reside, is the principal, and though I 
am unworthy and unmeet to be intrusted with such a charge, 
yet there is not one clergyman of the Church of England, 
besides myself, in this whole colony, and I am obliged, in a 
great measure, to neglect my cure at Stratford, (where yet 
there is business enough for one minister,) to ride about to the 
other towns, (some ten, some twenty miles off,) where in each 
of them there is as much need of a resident minister as there 
is at Stratford, especially at Newtown and Fairfield, so that 
the case of these destitute places, as well as of myself, who 
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has this excess of business, is extremely unhappy and com- 
passionable 

Now at the same time, my Lord, there are a considerable 
number of very promising young gentlemen, five or six I am 
sure of, and these the best that are educated among us, who 
might be instrumental to do a great deal of good to the souls 
of men, were they ordained ; but, for want of Episcopal or- 
dination, decline the ministry, and go into secular business, 
being, partly from themselves, and partly through the influ- 
ence «f their friends, unwilling to expose themselves to the 
danger of the seas and distempers, so terrifying has been the 
unhappy fate of Mr. Brown ; so that the fountain of all our 
misery is the want of a Bishop, for whom there are many 
thousands of souls in this country that do impatiently long 
and pray, and for want of whom do extremely suffer. 

My Lord, permit me to remember the concern your Lord- 
ship was pleased to express, for sending a suffragan into this 
country, when we were before your Lordship, which gave me 
the greater pleasure, because I have the satisfaction to know, 
that so great is your Lordship's deserved interest with his 
most sacred majesty King George, (whom God long preserve,) 
that you might very probably be the first, under God and the 
King, in effecting for us so great a blessing. 

And suffer me further, my Lord, to say that there is not 
one Jacobite or disaffected person in this colony, nor above 
two or three (that I know of) in America ; but for want of a 
loyal and orthodox Bishop to inspect us, we lie open to be 
misled into the wretched maxims of that abandoned set of 
men, as well as a great many other perverse principles. 

May God, therefore, direct your Lordship's thoughts, and 
succeed your pious endeavours for effecting this, or any other 
good work, that may contribute to the advancement or en- 
largement of his Church, and may I have an interest in your 
Lordship's compassion, prayers and benediction in the great 
task that lies upon me. I am. 

May it please your Lordship, your Lordship's 

Humble and obedient servant, 

Samuel Johnson* 
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IJSev, Mr. Jbhnaoniothe BUhopof Zondon.] 

Stratford in Conmoticut^ New-England^ 

June, 23J, 172^. 
Majr it please your Lordship, 

The pions concern which your Lordship hath expressed for 
the advancement of religion, in your most excellent letter ta 
your clergy here, fills us with a great deal of joy and grati- 
tude, and encourageth us to hope that the representation 
which, by that wise expedient, will be made to your Lordship 
of the necessitous state of English America, will, in your 
Lordship's hands, be a prevatent inducement to move the 
pious compassion of his most sacred Majesty, and of his wise 
ministers, to furnish this destitute and unhappy country with 
Bishops, or at least Suffragans. Tour Lordship wilt find, by 
the account I shall give, that this town, and indeed thewhote 
colony, is destitute of any Episcopal school, by which means 
our youth are trained up in prejudice against the established 
Church y and since your Lordship hath expressed bo pious a 
care, as to inquire concerning the state of our schools, I have 
been encouraged to recommend this honest gentleman, the 
bearer hereof; Mr. Thomas Salmon, (whose affairs obliged him 
to voyage for England,) to your Lordshfp and the honourable 
Society ; he is one of our churchwardens, and is well quali- 
fied for an English schoolmaster, and hath kept the school for 
several years in this town, to the universal satisfaction of 
both the Church people and Dissenters ; insomuch that, if 
he was continued our schoolmaster, sundry even of the Dis- 
senters would continue their children under his care, whicli 
would very much take off their prejudices against the Churchy 
My humble request, therefore, to your Lordship is, that you 
would be gracJously pleased to favour his address to the hon- 
ourable Society to be sent over, with a small annuity, theiSc* 
schoolmaster to this town ;. and I doubt not but that he will 
ap'prove himself both a loyal subject to his most sacred 
majeety King George, (to whose person and government ha 

\ 
\ 
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bath always appeared beartilj well a£Eected,) and likewise a 
faithfal instrament to promote all useful English learning and 
serious piety among our children. My Lord, the poor people ^ 
here are very much discouraged on account of the unreason- 
able demands of the government in exacting taxes from them 
to the support of the Independent teachers, for which sundry 
people, and those of both sexes, have been unmercifully im- 
prisoned, contrary to the indulgence granted to them in gov- 
ernment, by their charter, which forbid them to do any thing 
contrary to the laws of England, and we humbly beg your 
Lordship's protection. I have complained of this grievance 
to the governor here, but can get no relief; and unless it can 
be removed, the Church can never flourish, but the pious de- 
sign of the honourable Society will be utterly defeated. If 
your Lordship should write to our Governor, as I am informed 
you have done to the Governor of Boston colony, I beheve it 
would answer the ends ; but I humbly submit to your Lord- 
ship's wisdom in that matter. One thing more I beg leave to 
trouble your Lordship with, and that is this : the late Queen 
(of blessed memory) gave sundry sets of Communion furni- 
ture to the Churches here, and among the rest, one supernu- 
merary set, which happened first to be lodged and used at 
Narragansett ; but upon the breaking up of the Church there, 
for the want of a minister, the late Bishop Compton, (of pious 
memory,) ordered them to this Church at Stratford, which 
hath possessed them these 12 years, and it would cause our 
adversaries very much to triumph over us if we should be de- 
prived of them. Indeed, the people of Narragansett did lay 
claim to them, and produced an order from your Lordship's 
immediate predecessor to return them to that Church ; but the 
Church here being then without a guide, and imagining they 
bad a right to them from Bishop Compton's order, did not 
deliver them. Now I am informed that Mr. Macsparran 
hath an order from your Lordship to this Church to deliver 
them, but we have not received it; wo will cheerfully obey it, 
if your Lordship insists upon it, when it comes. But, in the 
mean time, I will in all humility submit it to your Lordship, 
whether we have not a right to this furniture from Bishop 
Compton's order, whereby the Church at first became pos- 
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scssed of it. And now I humbly ask pardon for this tedious 
letter, and beg your Lordship's benedictions, presuming to 
subscribe myself, my Lord, 

Tour Lordship's 

Humble servant, 

Samuel Johnbok* 



[The SecnUiTy to the Bev. Mr, Johih»(m,^ 

London^ Augvsi 25^A, 1724. 

Keverend Sir, 

The Society have received a petition from the members of 
the Cliurch of England at Newtown, and another from those 
at Kipton, in Connecticut, wherein they request the Society 
to send them a missionary, and promise to settle upon him 
and his successors some land. The Society are inclined to 
send a missionary to officiate among them, but have thought 
proper to write over to them first to know what the value is 
at present of the land which they offer towards the support 
of their minister, and what they will contribute further, an- 
nually ; and, if they find the people are willing to do what 
they can, the Society will add a salary for the more decent 
support of a clergyman, to reside in one of these parishes ; 
and by this means, the Society hope your cure will be con- 
siderably easier taken care of, and you will have more leisure 
to attend the Church at Stratford. 

I am, &c., 

D. Humphreys. 



\Bn, Mr, Johnton to the bishop of London.'Sxtrad,'\ 

Bostouy Octc^er lO^A, 1724. 
My Lord, 

There are indeed a number of very worthy clergymen 
here in New-England, but yet many things occur from time 
to time which make it very apparent how extremely un- 
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happy we are, for want of an ecclesiastical governor to 
have an immediate inspection over us. Among other in- 
stances of this kind, the conduct of Mr. Harris, of Boston, is 
a very flagrant one. The malice wherewith he hath all 
along persecuted good Dr. Cutler is very extraordinary, and 
for no other reason but because the good people of Boston 
were desirous, and are so happy as to obtain, that the 
Doctor should be the incumbent of their new Church, which, 
it seems, Mr. Harris had an expectation of. Your Lordship 
will, I believe, be sufficiently sensible by looking into the 
Doctor's sermon, how far it is from the least favourable 
aspect upon Popery, and yet this gentleman would persuade 
people that the Doctor is a Papist, and that sermon, at the 
same time, is all he pretends for a foundation for it. It is 
from the same fountain of envy and malice that the false re- 
port was originally derived, which represented us to your 
Lordship as disaffected, when we had the honour to be in 
your presence ; but we should be glad of an opportunity to 
submit all our conduct to your Lordship's immediate inspec- 
tion, if the thing were possible. 

Another instance, my Lord, of what I was mentioning, is 
the injuries which our people suffer from the governments 
here. Since my last letter to your Lordship, notwithstand- 
ing my humble addresses to the government of the Colony 
of Connecticut, yet sundry of my people have been persecut- 
ed for their taxes to the Independent teachers; and that, 
notwithstanding that the honourable Society have obliged 
them to pay to the support of the established Church, One 
man has had above £50, first and last, thus injuriously taken 
away from him ; and have, as yet, no mitigation, so that 
many people are almost discouraged. I beg, my Lord, 
if possible, we may have some relief; for all their conduct 
towards the Church has been a direct abuse of their charter 
privileges. 

I am, my Lord, 
Tour Lordship's most dutiful son and servant, 

Samuel Johnsok. 
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[Mr. Browne to ih* JBiahop qf London^] 

New-Haven in N'ew-England^ March lUhy 1724r-5, 
My Lord, 

I humbly ask pardon for giving your Lordship this trouble 
from one, not only a perfect stranger to your Lordship, (hav- 
ing never been out of this country,) but also a plain man, and 
therefore unworthy to presume so far, "which I never should 
have done, were it not that I humbly conceive what I ven- 
ture into your Lordship's presence, were an affair of very 
great consequence. Your Lordship very well knows how 
much it concerns the weal of his most sacred Majesty's do- 
minions here, as well as in England, that a good affection to 
his Majesty be preserved among his people, and, therefore, 
we shall be very unhappy if any measures are taken to pro- 
pagate disaffection among us. 

Now, my Lord, though there are none of your Lordship's 
clergy here that ever have expressed the least disaffection to 
King George's person or government, but always the con- 
trary, yet it is certain that the non-jurors have sent over 
two Bishops into America, and one of them has travelled 
through the country upon a design, as I am well assured, to 
promote that cause.* I had, accidentally, a little acquaint- 
ance with him, and though I hope I had considered the mat- 
ter too well to be wrought upon by them, yet I am sensible 
that many well-meaning people, otherwise well enough af- 
fected, will be in great danger of being imposed on and led 
aside, for 1 am sensible that their powers of insinuation are 
very considerable. Your Lordship sees from hence, how 
miserable the case of this country is from want of Bishops of 
the established Church, and such as are well affected to our 
rightful Sovereign, to preserve the flock of Christ from wan- 

♦ The two here referred to were the Eev. Br. Welton, and the Rev. JoHir 
Tai^bot, who were consecrated by the non-juring Bishops of Scotland, and of 
whom more will appear in the Documents of New-Jersey, Pennsylvaui* and 
Maryland. 
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dering out of one schism into another^ and \rith all, into 
disaffection to the King* 

I pray God preserve his Majesty, and inspire the. govern- 
ment with compassion towards this country, that if possible 
80 great a part of the Christian Church, daily languishing for 
want of Bishops and longing for a supply, may at length be 
provided for, ta the taking away our reproach among the 
adversariea of our glorious Church. I speak, my Lord, the 
wish of great multitudes of souls in this land, and the neces- 
sities of a vast many more who perish for lack of vision. I 
pray God bless your Lordship,, and presume to subscribe my- 
self, (though unknown,) 

Your Lordship's most dutiful Sou, 

And humble servant, 

Joseph Browne. 



[I2ev, Mr, Johnson to the Secretary.] 

/Stratford^ Connecticut^ January lOthy 1724. 

Eeverend Sir, 

I have received yours of Aug. 25th, with the letters to 
Newton and Kipton inclosed, which I have delivered, and 
am desired by them to offer their humble thanks to the hon- 
ourable Society for their kind and generous notice of -them. 
When they made those addresses to the honourable Society^ 
and so for some considerable time since I came iuto these 
parts, there was a much more promising disposition among 
them to tlie Church than there is now. For last summer, 
upon the dismission of their teacher, the Independent minis- 
tera of this country, taking the advantage of the want of a 
Bishop to supply them immediately, (which they upbraided 
the poor people with, telling them that if the Church of 
England were a true Church, and thought Bishops necessary, 
they would have sent one before now,) prevailed upon a very 
popular, insinuating young man to go among them, who 
pleaseth them so well, that many of them, impatient for 
want of the ministrationa of religion ^ and thinking him well 
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affected toward the Church, because he takes some of the 
prayers out of our Liturgy, &c., are disposed to have him 
settled with Presbyterian ordination. There are yet at New- 
ton 10 families, and 6 or 7 at Ripton, that still cleave to the 
Church, and they hope they should be able to give £10 to 
£16 per annum and 100 acres of glebe, but their land has 
yet never been cultivated at all, and, therefore, can't be of 
any profit for sundry years ; and if the honourable Society, 
under these disadvantages, will be pleased to send them a 
missionary, they will be very thankful to them. The interest 
of the Church gains ground daily at Fairfield, where they are 
vigourously going forward in building a Church, and fix their 
expectations on a young gentleman here whom I am prepar- 
ing for the service of the Church, but his age will not admit 
of his being ordained this 2 or 3 years, but hepromiseth well 
against that time. This last half year I have baptised 18 and 
admitted 12 to the Communion. On Christmas we opened 
our new Church ; it is a very pleasant and comfortable build- 
ing, and many new proselytes are upon this come over to the 
Church, and more there are^whose hearts are with us, but are 
deterred from appearing by the spirit of bitterness and false- 
hood which is gone out amongst us upon this occasion, I 
pray God prosper the honourable Society. I am, reverend 



sir, 



Tour most humble servant, 

Samuel Johnson. 



[JSev. Mr, Johnson to the Secretary, "l 

Stratford in Connecticut^ June IIM, 1724. 
Eeverend Sir, 

I hope you have received my former letter, wherein I offered 
my most humble thanks to the honourable Society for their kind 
notice of me, when I had the honour to offer my service to them, 
and my people's thanks for their contmual care for them in 
supplying them upon Mr. Pigot's departure, and wherein I 
represented the necessitous estate of the Church here for want 
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of a Bishop and minister, and its oppressed estate in people 
beingbarbarously imprisoned for taxes to Dissenting ministers ; 
all which necessities and grievances are daily increasing upon 
us as the Church increases, which I thank God it does daily, 
though not so fast in any measure as it would if we could have 
any relief. Besides Newton and Fairfield, (whose case I recom- 
mended to them,) I have since preached at New-London, where 
I had 60 hearers, and where there is a good prospect of increase 
if they had a minister. Newton is distressed for a minister, 
their teacher being quite beat out; and the whole town 
would, I believe, embrace the Church if they had a good 
minister at Fairfield. I have a vast assembly every time I 
visit them, but though I liave made all proper and modest ap- 
plications to the government, both privately and publicly, we 
have yet no abatement of persecution and imprisonment for 
taxes, which sundry people, and those of both sexes, have un- 
reasonably suffered since my last, and I fear, that if we can't 
have some relief from the honourable Society, people will grow 
quite discouraged. I now humbly presume to recommend to 
the honourable Society this honest gentleman, the bearer 
hereof, Mr. Thomas Salmon, whom I humbly desire may be 
admitted schoolmaster for this place, who is (as is attested in 
his certificate) well qualified to keep an English school, and 
will be content with a small annuity of £10 or £15 per an- 
num, if he may be admitted. And I am the rather encour- 
aged, because our Eight Bevercnd Diocesan hath been 
pleased to inquire, among other things, into the state of the 
schools here, which is very unhappy, there being not one in 
all this colony which is Episcopal. If the honourable Soci- 
ety can add this to their former favours, it will much contrib- 
ute to the advancement of the Church here, for this gentle- 
man-having been schoolmaster sundry years in tlie town, 
the Dissenters have much approved of him, and sundry of 
them will yet continue their children under his care. 

I am, &c., 

Samuel Johnson. 
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[jSev, Mr, Johnson to ihe Mshop qf London, ] 

Stratford in Chnne(^iout^ New-EngUmd^ 

November 4^A, 1725. 

May it please your Lordship^ 

I had the honour of your Lordship's letter of June 23d, 
full of a great deal of kindness and condescension, for which 
I now return your Lordship my most humble thanks, and 
particularly for your prayers and good wishes for my preser- 
vation and success in my work, which (I thank God) is as 
great as can be expected, in the midst of the many discourage- 
ments and low circumstances which the Church labours under. 
It is u great satisfaction to us to understand, that one of your 
Lordship's powerful interest arid influence, is engaged in so good 
a work as that of sending Bishops into America, and that Ihere 
is nothing you desire more or would bo at greater pains to 
compass. This gives us the greatest hopes, that by your 
Lordship's pious endeavours^ under the blessing of God and 
the benign influence of our most gracious King, it may, at 
length, be accomplished. And we humbly hope, that the 
address and representation of the state of religion here, which 
we have lately presumed to offer, may, in your Lordship's 
hands, be of some service in this affair* I pray God give it 
success. 

Your Lordship informs me of Governor Shutc's account of 
the method of Independent ministers settling themselves in 
particular towns. My Lord, I never took this to bo the case 
in any part of New-England, for I never understood that there 
were any ministers maintained by subscriptions of each par- 
ticular parishioner. Indeed, I cannot bo positive how it is in 
Boston Government, though I am apt to think that it is, at 
least, far from being a general practice there, and I am well 
assured that there is no such thing here. Your Lordship 
desires to know exactly how it is, and promise to do us what 
service you can, for which we are very thankful 

That your Lordship may not wholly depend on my represen- 
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tation of it, but may have an exact knowledge of the state of 
this government from themselves, I have presumed to trouble 
your Lordship with all the public transactions of this colony 
about the affairs of religion ; and because all their authority 
depends .on the charter granted to them by King Charles the 
2d, I have laid before your Lordship a printed copy of that 
charter, by which it does not appear, that ever it was the 
King's design to give them any authority about ecclesiastical 
affairs, or in any manner to enable them to establish any way 
of religion different from, much less in opposition to, the 
Church of England, by law established in all his Majesty's 
dominions For which reason I cannot understand how it 
came to pass that they ever undertook to establish any re- 
ligion, as your Lordship will observe, by their laws, they 
have done ; which, therefore, seems to me to be repugnant to 
the laws of England Your Lordship has here likewise, 
for the more full understanding of the laws here trans- 
cribed, the Articles of Faith and Church Government, which 
are what they call the established religion of this country, 
though they fall very much short of acting up to them, and 
greatly disagree among themselves about them. But as to 
settling ministers and supporting them, the general practice of 
the colony is according to these laws, which is not by aub- 
scfiption^ but by a major vote, both for the person chosen 
and the annual support he is to have. But as for the Church 
people of this colony, I know not of any of tliem that were 
ever concerned in voting for any of these ministers, or for their 
support ; and I know that many have entered their protests, 
and desired to be excused from being in any way concerned, 
because of their belonging to and being obliged to pay to the 
support of the Church of England. And, as for others that 
may at any time come over to us, from their side, I would 
submit it to your Lordship whether it be not hard and un- 
reasonable that they should be obliged to continue to pay to 
them, merely because they are overruled by a majority, when 
at the same time they are persuaded in their consciences that 
it is safer to retire into the unity of the Church, than to live 
and die in a state of schism and separation from her. I beg 
leave further to let your Lordsliip know that the Govern- 
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ment here, putting a very wrong construction on your Lord- 
ship's letter, are rather encouraged to go on in persecuting 
people for their taxes, than to desist, because, they say, your 
Lordship begs pardon, if you have desired any thing incon- 
sistent with the laws of this government. As to the plate, 
books, &c., your Lordship offers certain questions, and desires 
me and the people of Stratford to be clear upon these subjects. 
My Lord, had it been possible to be clear upon those heads, 
we should never have offered to trouble your Lordship about 
them. As to myself, it is impossible for me to be clear either 
one way or the other, having been a stranger to the whole 
affair. I hear the account the Karragansett people give of 
it, and that may be right for aught I know. Stratford people 
give another account of it, but neither side produces any evi- 
dence where the original property was lodged. All the pa- 
pers relating to this matter were lost. I have impartially in^ 
quired of the people of Stratford, and cannot Batkfy them 
that ever the things controverted were appropriated tp any 
place, till Bishop Compton's order fixed th^m here. I have 
inquired also of all the clergy in Boston, Ehode Island and 
New- York ; and can find nobody that can give any light in 
the matter, unless it be Col. Nicholson, who undoubtedly 
knows the true state of it, and my people are willing to re- 
sign them, if it appears from his account of it that they 
were, in the design of the donor, appropriated to Narragan- 
sett. If your Lordship shall think fit to inform yourself 
from him concerning this matter, and give us the least hint 
of your pleasure, we shall submit. 

In the mean time, things lying, as they do, in the dark, we have 
as an expedientfor peace yielded to a division, and above ayear 
ago sent all the books thither, in hopes that our so doing may 
satisfy our brethren at Narragansett, unless it should plainly 
appear from Col. Nicholson that they were originally given 
to that Church. However, I earnestly desire, with your 
Lordship, that no religious offices may by any means be 
maintained at the expense of plain justice and equity. For- 
give, my Lord, this tediousness, and impute it to my earnest 
desire and endeavour that your Lordship may have a satisfac- 
tory answer to your letter, which I could not contrive in a 
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less compass ; and permit me still to have an interest in your 
Lordship's favourable thoughts and benediction. 

I am, my Lord, your Lordship's humble servant, 

Samuel Johnson. 



[Bev, Mr, Jbhruon to the JSecretary.'] 

Stratfordj August lUh^ 1725. 

Keverend Sir, 

I have not much to inform the honourable Society of, be- 
sides what is contained in the general representation of our 
case, which we jointly offered at our last meeting, and which, 
I conclude, will come to your hands before this arrives. My 
congregations, especially at Stratford, Fairfield and New- 
London increase, but not so fast, by a great deal, as they 
would if it were not that all worldly motives are against the 
Church. I can observe, however, that a good opinion of her 
doctrines, government and liturgy gains greatly in the nainds 
of people, and especially those of the soberer and better sort ; a 
serious sense of religion visibly increases among my own 
people, and juster notions of religion daily propagate among 
others, who are kept back by their teachers and friends from 
appearing for the Church. Sundry of the young candidates 
for the ministry repair to me frequently for books and con- 
versation upon religious subjects, and many, I hope in time, 
especially if there were a Bishop here, may enter into tlie 
Church's service. I have baptised within the last half-year 
twenty-eight, whereof five are adults, and one of them a ne- 
gro man, and admitted thirteen to the Holy Communion. 
But those who come to Church are generally of the poorer 
sort, and unable to contribute any thing worth mentioning to 
my support ; some are unable to buy any books, and would 
therefore be exceeding thankful to the honourable Society 
for a few prayer-books, if it were but ten or a dozen, with a 
few sheets of catechisms, with Lewis' or Sing's Exposition. 
Ostervald's Catechism is a book likewise which poor people 
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thirst after very much ; and, indeed, these books are not to 
be had in this country, even if they had money to purchase 
them. 
I am, Reverend Sir, the Society's much obliged, 

And your most humble servant, 

Samuel Johnson. 

P. S. — ^The Church at Fairfield goes on a-pace, and New- 
London people arfe likewise going to build with all expedi- 
tion. I have got considerable subscriptions, and a piece of 
licnd to set it on. 



[ Governor Talcoti to the BUhop o/Zondon,] 

Hartford^ July 27th, 1726. 

Eight Beverend Sir, . 

I had the favour and honour of your Lordship's letter of 
June 3d, 1725, with the copy of the former sent to Boston* 
I readily embrace the opportunity to let your Lordship know 
the true state of the Church in this, his Majesty's govern- 
ment in this colony of Connecticut, and that by letter dated 
December Ist, 1726 ;* but being now informed the ship that 
letter went in was lost, with all, save the lives of the persons, 
I held myself obliged to inform your Lordship by this second 
letter, thatf there is but one Church of England minister in 
this colony, and the Church with him have the same protec- 
tion as the rest of our Churches, and are under no constraint 
to contribute to the support of any other minister. There 
are some few persons in another town or two, that have 
stipulated with the present ministers now living in said 
towns, (which persons cannot be much recommended for 

* A copy of this letter (December 1st, 1725,) is among the MSS. of the Connecti- 
cut Historical Society, (No; 102, Talcott MSS.,) and wo have heen favoured with a 
copy of it. As we learn from the letter we here print, which we obtained from the 
Fulham MSS., that of December Ist never reached its destination. On a compari- 
son of the Connecticut copy with our own, we find that, with the addition of a 
single explanatory fieust, the two copies agree; Ours is a duplicate, sent because 
the ship that took the first was lost. 

t From this point the letters agree almost terlaUm, 
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their zeal for religion or morality,) who cannot well be 
judged to act from any other motive than to appear singular, 
or to be freed from a small tax, and have declared themselves 
to be of the Church of England ; and some of them that live 
30 or 40 miles from where the Church of England's minister 
lives ; these have made some objections against their custom- 
ary contribution to their proper minister, under whose ad- 
ministration they have equal privileges with their neigh- 
bours. 

The law of this colony is such, that the major part of the 
householders in every town shall determine their minister's 
maintenance, and all within the precincts of the town shall 
be obliged to pay their parts in an equal proportion to their 
estates in said towns or societies ; and so in the precincts of 
each ecclesiastical society. Under this security, all our 
towns and ecclesiastical societies are supplied with orthodox 
ministers. "We have no vacancies at present. When the 
death of the incumbent happens, they are quickly supplied 
by persons of our own communion, educated in our public 
schools of learning ; which, through the Divine blessing af- 
forded us, we have a sufficiency of those that are both learned 
and exemplary in their lives. I beg your Lordship's pardon, 
and am with great observance, 

Your Lordship's most humble servant, 

Joseph Talcott. 

NoTB. — Of course, it will not be forgotten that the governor was a Congrega- 
tionalist, and naturally viewed the Church with distrust and suspicion, not to say 
dislike. 



[iZtfO. Mr, Johnson to the Bishop of London,] 

Stratfcyrd^ New-England^ Fdl^y lOth^ 1726-7, 

May it please your Lordship, 

I must confess that I am ashamed thus to tire your Lord- 
ship's patience with complaints of this nature ; neither should 
I have given you this trouble, but at the importunity of the 
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distressed people whose names (some of them) you behold 
at the foot of the inclosed address to your Lordship. It was 
their own contrivance to fall into this method. The com- 
plaint was drawn up, and some of the persons were in prison 
before I was sent for. Upon their request I came to the 
prison, and found it full of them, and an insulting mob about 
them. I administered what comfort I could to them, but I 
wish your Lordship, or some of your sacred character, could 
have been by to behold the contempt and indignity which 
our holy religion here suffer* among an ungrateful people. 
It could not fail to excite your utmost zeal and compassion ; 
and I assure your Lordship, the Church here is in a gasping 
condition, though, indeed, our people bear it with as much 
meekness and patience as can be expected. I venture so far 
upon my hopes of the success of your Lordship's concern 
and endeavour for us, as to promise them before our enemies 
that they should find relief; and if after all this we fail, there 
wiU remain no more hope, or good to be done here. Tour 
Lordship required me in one of your letters to let you know 
particularly the state of things in the country. Accordingly, 
besides what I have formerly informed you of, I would fur- 
ther observe to your Lordship, that some of the errors which, 
in the course of my ministry, I have to encounter, are the 
same with many of the principles of the book called "The 
Eights of the Christian Church ;*' errors so great and so 
subversive of all religion, that I make no doubt but that 
your Lordship, (whatever may be suggested to you to the 
contrary,) will not only justify my faithful and honest en- 
deavours, made with a temper becoming Christianity, to un- 
deceive the unhappy people ; but likewise think it to very 
good purpose, that I, or some body of better capacity, (and 
I hope, ere long, more than one,) should be supported in 
these parts to guard what little flock we have against such 
dissolute principles. Absolute lay ordination is the avowed 
principle of some of the chief of their ministers, and has 
been frequently practiced in the country, and even in this 
town, though now, of late, their ministers generally ordain ; 
but the people claim a share of authority with their minis- 
ters in all public acts of discipline. 
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One thing more I beg leave to observe to your Lordship, 
and that is this : our government, I understand, imagine that 
if their laws are confirmed in England, they shall then be an 
establishment as much as the Church of England. And, 
accordingly, I am certified, that they have lately Bent home 
their laws, with the colony's seal, to get them confirmed to 
that purpose. Among the rest are those I sent copies of to 
your Lordship ; if, therefore, those laws, with the rest, should 
get confirmed, we shall then be more effectually borne down 
under their pretended establishment. My Lord, I am 
obliged to pass along through the world, bud hardly among 
mj poor oppressed people, from whom I oan have nothing 
for my support worth mentioning. I should be very thank- 
ful if the honourable Society could augment the salary that 
belongs to Stratford, which is, and I fear always will be, ex- 
tremely poor, perhaps the poorest place of any to which their 
charity is extended. 

Z am, &c., &c^ 

Samuel Johnson. 



^Bev. Mr, Johnson at Stratford to the Secretary, 1 

8^t. lea, 1726. 
Eeverend Sir, 

I have received the honourable Society's letter to me of 
March 15th, in which I have an account of some books which 
they have been so kind as to send, and which I have since 
received I return the most humble thanks, both of me and 
of my people, for their kind notice of us, and continual care 
of our souls ; and the joy and gratitude my poor people ex- 
press on this occasion will, I doubt not, be attended with 
making such a religious use of these good books as will abun- 
dantly answer the pious designs of the honourable Society in 
bestowing of them ; and they do in some measure comfort 
them, under the hardships and difliculties which are not yet 
removed, and upon the account of which the Church gains 
ground but very slowly. At Fairfield, however, the number 
daily increases, and they have erected a small Church, which I 
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opened last fall, and we call it Trinity Church. And Mr. Ca- 
ner takes a great deal of pains to very good purpose, and will, 

I don't doubt, prove a very worthy man, but he has a very 
slender support from the people. He designs, about two 
years hence, to wait on the honourable Society for orders and 
a mission, unless they see cause to forbid it. In the mean 
time, as he stands in very great need of it, so he and the 
people would be very thankful if the honourable Society 
would be pleased to grant him a small encouragement for the 
pains he takes in instructing that people and their children in 
the principles of religion, which he now performs in the qual- 
ity of a sort of Catechist, omitting every thing that is pro- 
perly sacerdotal. But not only he, but sundry other very 
worthy young gentlemen, dreading the thoughts of so tedious 
a voyage, wait with great impatience in hopes that, possibly, 
Providence may send us a Bishop, for want of which the 
Church in these parts is derided and laughed to scorn, while 
our enemies can take the advantage of immediately fixing 
teachers wherever they please, in opposition to the Church, 
and defy us to our faces. 

These things make us mourn and go on heavily, and indeed 
it would make any serious person's heart ache to behold the 
contempt and dishonour cast on religion, and especially on 
our Holy Church, on this account, and the grief of our poor 
people, who know not how to answer the reproaches they are 
hereby forced to lie under. It is very much lamented by the 
Eye people, that they are in danger of being denied the good 
services of Mr. "Wetmore,for whom they have a great esteem, 
and who might have been much more serviceable than a per- 
fect stranger. And I would humbly presume to suggest to 
the honourable Society that it might be much more for the 
interest of religion in general, and for the satisfaction of Bye 
people of New- York or Westchester, if the honourable Soci- 
ety would be so kind to order it, that Mr. Wetmore might 
yet be appointed for Eye, and Mr. Colgan, either to succeed 
him at New-Tork, or to be at Westchester. But this I do 
with the greatest submission and deference. I have admitted 

II to the Communion and baptised 9 within this half year. 
But while the Church in the country continues under the 
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present oppressions, little or nothing can be expected from 
Newtown or Eipton to encourage the Society to send them a 
missionary. In the mean time, my burthen is very great, and 
I would humbly hope the honourable Society will consider 
me with compassion, who have a more troublesome and less 
profitable province than any one missionary 1 know of ; for 1 
have nothing to depend on but the boimty of the Society, 
lam entirely alone in a large colony. 

I am. Sir, 

Your and their most humble 

And most obedient servant, 

Samuel Johnson. 



[J&9. Mr, JoJmsoti to the Miahop of London,] 

Stratford in New-England^ September 26, 1726. 

May it please your Lordship, 
I have received your Lordship's kind letter of June 28th, 
d take this opportunity to return my most humble thanks to 
your Lordship for the honour you have done me therein, and 
I am exceeding glad that I could in any wise contribute to 
your Lordship's satisfaction upon the subject you wrote to me 
about. I hope the issue of it will be that we shall at length 
find better quarter in the country than we have done ; though 
at present things remain just as they were, and we are op^ 
pressed and despised as the filth of the world and the off- 
scouring of all things, unto this day. They all boast them- 
selves an establishment, and look down upon the poor Church 
of England with contempt, as a despicable, schismatical and 
popish communion ; and their charter is, indeed, the founda- 
tion of all their insolence. Happy would it be for the Church 
of England if it were taken away, and unless they could be 
made sensible (as the truth is) that they have no warrant 
from it to de&pise the Church, or to do any thing to her dis- 
advantage. I am, not, my Lord, for any severity towards the 
Dissenters, and I always treat them with all the tenderness 
that becomes our common Christianity ; but with submission 
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I cannot but think it very hard, that that Church, of which 
our most gracious King is the nursing father, should not, in 
any j)art of his Majesty's dominions, be at least upon a level 
with the Dissenters, and free from any oppression from them. 
There is another instance I will presume to trouble your 
Lordship with, and that is this: Your Lordship observes 
that all persons that shall come to inhabit this colony, or are 
born here, have, by the charter, all the liberties and immuni- 
ties of free and natural subjects, as if they were bom 
within the realm of England. Notwithstanding which, they 
have made laws to prevent strangers from settling among 
them. As soon as any stranger, though an Englishman, comes 
into the town, he is, according to their laws, immediately 
warned to go out, which they always do if he is a Church- 
man ; and it is in the breast of the selectmen of the town 
whether they will accept of any bondsmen for him, Neither 
can he purchase any lands without their leave ; and unless 
they see cause to allow him to stay, they can, by their laws, 
whip him out of town, if he otherwise refuses to depart. 
By this means several professors of our Church, for no other 
crime but their profession, have been prevented from settling 
here. A very worthy man, who had not before been of any 
religion, but was, by God's blessing on my endeavours, in- 
duced to become a very serious conformist to our Church, 
came here to set up a considerable trade ; but, for want of 
men to carry on his biisiness, (occasioned by the fore-men- 
tioned practices,) and by reason of the discouragements he 
everywhere meets with from them, he is forced to break up 
and depart, to his unspeakable damage, and the Church has 
lost a very worthy friend and benefactor. I intended to have 
given your Lordship some further and more particular ac- 
count of the state of religion in the country ; but I dare not, 
at this time, trespass further upon your Lordship's patience, 
but leave that to another opportunity 

I am, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obedient servant, 

Samuel Johkson* 
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[JZfO. Mr. JokMon to the JSeereiary,] 

Straifordj Fehruary lOth^ 1727. 
Reverend Sir, 

I have just come from Fairfield, where I have been to visit 
a considerable number of my people, in prison for their rates 
to the dissenting minister, to comfort and encourage them 
under their sufferings. But, verily, unless we can have re- 
lief, and be delivered from this unreasonable treatment, I 
fear I must give up the cause, and our Church must sink 
and come to nothing. There are thirty-five heads of families 
in Fairfield, who, all of them, expect what these have suf- 
fered ; and though I have endeavoured to gain the compas- 
sion and favour of the government, yet I can avail nothing ; 
and both I and my people grow weary of our lives under 
our poverty and oppression. Some few, however, do now 
and then ceme over to us. I have baptised thirty this year, 
whereof five were adults, and three of them were negroes, 
and admitted about a dozen to the communion, and re* 
claimed two from very disorderly lives. A very worthy 
young gentleman lives with me in my house, who is a 
scholar, having lately been graduated in a neighbouring Col- 
lege, whom I have reconciled to our Church, and, indeed, (I 
may say,) to Christianity, for he never was baptised, not 
even by any of the lecturers which the country swarms every- 
where with. Him, therefore, I have baptised and admitted 
to the communion ; and he is a very religious, sober, studious 
and sensible man, and will, I doubt not, be an ornament to 
our Church. He designs, with Mr. Caner, in due time, to 
offer himself to the honourable Society's service, to whom, I 
hope, they will both appear very acceptable. 

I am, Eeverend Sir, 

Your most humble and obedient servant, 

Samuel Johnsoit. 



8 
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[S&o. Mr* Joh/Mon to ifiHi Seerektrp.' 

Stratford, April 28ifA, 1727. 
KevereDd Sir, 

This comes to recommend to the honourable Society's no- 
tice and acceptance the young gentleman who is the bearer 
hereof, Mr. Henry Caner, who was bred up in one of our 
Colleges, and has, for the time of three years, lived under my 
eye, and made considerable proficiency in the study of Di- 
vinity, and other parts of learning, necessary to qualify him 
for the ministry, and has all along proved himself a sober, 
studious and religious young man ; and I don't doubt but 
he will prove a very worthy missionary, if the hotourable 
Society will make use of his services, to the advancement of 
whose pious concerns he is willing to devote himself. He 
has already done a great deal of good service at Fairfield for 
the time he has been among them, in the quality of a cate- 
chist and schoolmaster, and will be very acceptable to them 
as a missionary, as appears by their address inclosed ; and will 
be likewise a great comfort to me, in my solitary neighbour- 
hood, in conspiring with me to forward the interests of re- 
ligion in this country, and thereby relieving me of a great part 
of that burthen that lies upon me, who, besides Fairfield, 
have five places which I am obliged to visit and administer 
to as often as conveniently I can. I wish, for the encourage- 
ment of the young gentlemen who go from hence, that the 
honourable Society would be pleased to defray the expenses of 
their voyages thither, according to a declaration made in their 
account of the Society, printed by their order in 1706, page 
74, and that Mr. Caner might have the benefit of it. I 
should be very thankful if that charitable order of the Socie- 
ty might look back, with a favourable aspect, upon us, who 
first undertook this difficult and dangerous expedition. 

I am their, and. Sir, your most humble 

And most obedient servant, 

Sajojel Johnson. 
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Fairfieldj March Uth^ 1727-8. 
Eeverend Sir, 

My arrival in New-England was so late in the fall that 1 
had not opportunity to give the honourable Society any ac- 
count thereof, nor yet to lay before them the state of the 
Church when I came to Fairfield. I would now, therefore, 
supply that defect by presenting the honourable Society with 
the following account. 

At my first coming to Fairfield, the professors of the 
Church expressed their thanks, in a just sense of the noble 
charity to their souls, which the honourable Society had be- 
stowed in granting their request for a missionary, but were 
very sorry their abilities could not by any means answer 
their expectations from them ; the heavy taxes levied for the 
support of dissenting ministers, joined with a small and vol- 
untary offering to the Church, rendering them almost inca- 
pable of carrying on the Church, which is not yet finished, nor 
in any way likely to be so presently. The truth is, the peo- 
ple are heartily ready and willing to do their utmost to be as 
little burthensome to the honourable Society as possible, but 
being generally poor, and Fairfield being the chief seat of the 
Dissenters' opposition, they are able to contribute but very 
little to the support of that worship which their consciences 
urge them to maintain. 

Besides Fairfield, which I constantly serve, and the villages 
contiguous which belong to that town, as Foquannuck, Greens 
Farms and Greenfield, I have several times preached this win- 
ter at Norwalk, a town 12 miles distant from Fairfield, and at 
Stamford, which is about 20 miles, and at Greenwich, about 
27 miles distant from Fairfield, and which is the utmost town 
within the borders of this government westward. JBesides 
these, there is a village northward of Fairfield, about 18 miles, 
containing near 20 families, where there is no minister at all 
of any denominatiou whatsoever ; the name of it is Ch 
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Eidge, and where I usually preach or lecture once in three 
weeks. Newtown, which is about 22 miles northwest of 
Fairfield, Mr. Johnson and I supply between us, it being 
equally distant from us. There are still two other towns 
which I serve as often as my occasions will allow, both still 
to the northward of Fairfield, viz., Kidgefield and Danbury, 
the one 17 and the other 23 miles distant from Fairfield. In 
most of the above mentioned places there are, 7, 10 or 15 
families professing the Church of England, from which places, 
joined with Fairfield, the taxes strained from members of the 
Church for the support of dissenting teachers amount to £100, 
which is about £40 sterling, of which Fairfield pays about 
half The taking away of these sums very much hinders the 
building they are carrying on, as well as of contributions to 
the support of a minister, for which latter use they are not 
able to raise above £10 sterling per annum. 

Notwithstanding this discouragement, the Church grows 
and increases very much, four families being added since my 
coming, one whereof was a Jew, whose wife only was before 
a Christian. This person, besides his excellent skill in He- 
brew and Greek and other Eastern languages, is very well 
studied in the Rabbinical learning, and is a very accom- 
j)lished person upon all accounts ; neither is his conversion 
balanced with any views of interest or friendship, as I can 
learn, but upon very good and serious principles he embraced 
the Christian faith, being baptised with his family very 
lately. Besides these, since December last, I have baptised 
one adult and 17 infants, one whereof was an Indian, and 
have eight new communicants, the whole number of which is 
now 49. 

I have further prospect, likewise, of baptising two other 
Indians, in a short time, of about 30 years of age, who are 
very seriously disposed, and attend Divine worship with some 
constancy. 

Thus I have laid before the honourable Society a just ac- 
count of the state of the Church at Fairfield, and humbly 
hope, therefore, upon the whole, they will not think the char- 
ity they have bestowed lost, but pray continually that they 
may see the happy effects of these, as well as all their other 
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piouB labours for the good of souls. I am the honourable So- 
ciety's most dutiful and obedient, as well as, Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

HenbtGa^teb. 



[J2ev, Mr. Johnson to the Secretary,} 

Stratfordy New-Englamdy September 20thy 1727. 

Reverend Sir, 

I have received from the honourable Society two letters, 
one dated May 23d, the other June 16, for which I take this 
opportunity to return my humblest thanks, and particularly 
for their kind notice of my low and diflScult circumstances, 
and the addition they have made to my salary, which I shall 
ever gratefully consider as a fresh motive and obligation 
upon me to exert myself, with the greatest zeal and industry 
I am capable of, in endeavouring to answer their expecta- 
tions from me, and their pious designs in supporting the 
mission in this place, where there is a great deal of good 
to be done, but little to be expected of the poor people. 
Five pounds sterling per annum is more than I have ever 
received or can expect, wLile the government continues as 

it 18. 

I likewise thank the honourable Society for the regard 
they have expressed to my recommendation of Mr. Caner, 
who has, I conclude, before now, paid his duty to them in 
person. The afflicted condition of his people, and no pros- 
pect of a redress, was the occasion of his waiting on the hon- 
ourable Society sooner than he would otherwise have done. I 
hope, however, he will be found in some measure acceptable 
to them ; but I should be very glad that the same salary, 
which was allowed to him as schoolmaster at Fairfield, might 
be allowed for a school in this town, where there is a great 
need of one ; and it might be of good service, not only for 
forming the minds of children to a sense of religion, but like- 
wise for a resort for such young gentlemen successively as 
from time to time leave the College here, and are rejected 
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from all business by the Dissenters, on the aeconnt of their 
being reconciled to the Chnrch of England. Under the eye 
of the missionary here, they might, while they keep school, 
improve themselves in the study of Divinity till they are 
qualified for higher business. There is one Mr. Bennett now 
in town, who very well deserves to be recommended as an in- 
stance of what I now speak of, and might do good service 
in such a school* 

I now proceed to answer the queries of the honourable 
Society which are contained in their last letter ; and to the 
first : 

1. Christ Church, in Stratford, was founded in the year 
1723, partly at the charge of the members of the Church of 
England here, who, by subscriptions, raised what money 
they could for the erecting of it, and partly by the liberal 
contributions of several pious and generous gentlemen of the 
neighbouring provinces, and sometimes of travellers who 
occasionally passed through the town. It is a neat, small 
wooden building, forty-five feet and a half long, thirty and a 
half wide, and twenty-two between joints, or up to the roof; 
but there is no house or glebe belonging to it, nor is it at all 
endowed, nor has it any settled salary besides the honourable 
Society's bounty ; only the poor people are as liberal in small 
presents as can be expected of them. 

2. To the second : The first beginning of the Church of 
England in this town was by about ten or fifteen families, 
most of them tradesmen, some husbandmen, who were bom 
and bred up in England, and came and settled here ; some 
of them were bom here, and by means of the rest were recon- 
ciled to the Church. It is nigh twenty years since they first 
endeavoured to have the worship of God in the method of 
the Church among them, but were disappointed till about 
five years ago ; ever since which, the numbers have been con- 
siderably increasing, so that now there are about fifty fami- 
lies within the compass of about fifty miles square of ground, 
(which is the extent of this town,) who pretty steadily fre- 
quent the Church ; and besides them, there are a considerable 
number of people scattered up and down in the neighbouring 
towns, some five, some ten, twenty and thirty miles off, who 
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come to Church as often as can be expected ; for there is no 
Chnrch westward within forty miles, only Fairfield, which 
is eight miles off, where there is a small wooden Church 
built, and about forty families, who hope for Mr. Caner to 
be sent them from the Society ; and there is no Church east- 
ward within one hundred miles, only at New-London, about 
seventy miles off, where I sometimes preach to a good num- 
ber of people, and they are building a wooden Church some- 
thing larger than ours, and hope for a missionary, and have 
desired me to recommend their case to the honourable Socie- 
ty, that they may be supplied as soon as may be, and there is 
there a good prospect of a large increase. There is no Church 
northward of us at all. We lie upon the sea ; [i. ^., Sound ;] 
and directly over against us, southward on Long Island, lies 
Brook Haven, about twenty miles over the water, where I 
have often preached, both before Mr. Standard was there and 
since he left there, to a considerable congregation, who are 
building a handsome Church, and have also desired me to 
intercede for their speedy supply. They stand in great need 
of a minister, and much good might be done among them. 
The towns in this country are pretty thick, scarce any above 
ten, some not five miles asunder ; some of them have sundry 
little villages belonging to them, and most of them consist of 
two, three or four hundred families, which, though scarce 
any of them are contiguous, yet the main body of them live 
in very near neighbourhoods ; the roads are generally weU 
cleared and much used, so that travelling is for the most part 
indifferent good, and it is a fruitful and thriving country ; 
but the people of our Church are mostly of the poorer sort. 

3. As to the third : It must be confessed that our number 
is very small in comparison with the Dissenters, who are very 
numerous, perhaps three hundred and fifty families to fifty 
of us, and they are generally of the Independent or Congre- 
gational persuasion, though the principles they support them- 
selves upon are but little different from those of the book 
falsely called the "Rights of the Christian Church." They 
have a large meeting-house in the body of the town, within 
a few rods of the Church, and two small ones besides in the 
villages. The way of supporting their ministers is by a rate 
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levied in proportion to their estates, according to law, which 
the government hath enacted for that purpose, by which they 
have, as I humbly conceive, without any warrant from their 
charter, estahliahed their way of worship and discipline in 
opposition to any other, and by means of which establish- 
ment they oppose the Church. 

4. To the fourth : The Dissenters have two poor schools in 
this town, but the Church hath none, though there is a con- 
siderable number of children among us. 

6. To the fifth : We have no donations made to our Church, 
save what have been mentioned, no benefactions to the min- 
ister or schoolmaster, no library belonging to the parish, save 
what the honourable Society have bestowed. 

6. To the sixth : The Dissenters in this town have perhaps 
one hundred and fifty or one hundred and sixty negro slaves 
among them, who are, some of them, instructed, and a few 
baptised in their way ; but we have but six or seven come to 
Church, four of which I have baptised. 

This is the substance of what account I have to give of the 
rise, progress and present state of the Church here. 

I am, Eeverend Sir, 

Tour most humble and most obedient servant, 

Sahusl Johksok. 



[.Slev. Mr, Johnson to the Seeretcary,'] 

Stratford, N. K, October 23^, 1727. 

Reverend Sir, 

I have very lately written to the honourable Society in 
obedience to their commands, yet I humbly hope they will 
forgive me, though I trouble them so soon again with relation 
to the necessity of a school in this town. In the last I in- 
formed the Society of what service it might be to the interest 
of religion to have a school here, and that Mr. Bennett (who 
has for above half a year kept school among the Dissenters 
here, and been rejected by the greatest number of them upon 
conformity to our Church) would be very serviceable and 
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acceptable in a school upon the hononrable Society's founda- 
tion. Since which time I have endeavoured to gain subscrip- 
tions, and have been very successful, not only among the 
Church people, but with a considerable number of Dissentens, 
who seem at present, many of them, to be in a good temper, * 
especially for Mr. Bennett's sake, not only in contributing 
to the support of such a school, but in allowing that their 
children be taught and regulated according to the Society's 
rnles, provided he might be continued, whom they find to 
be the best schoolmaster they ever had among them ; and 
I believe the greatest part of what subscriptions we shall 
make will be from among them, for their number and ability 
are beyond ours. We have already raised nigh thirty pounds 
per annum, equal to about ten pounds sterling, and hope if 
we might have the Society's usual salary to schoolmastfers, 
we might make so good a support as would be some encour- 
agement and relief for such young men of the College from 
time to time as are neglected in the country, by reason of 
their adherence to our communion. I beg, therefore, if the 
honourable Society can find themselves able, they would be 
pleased at so happy a juncture to allow us their charitable 
assistance in this affair, for nothing could so happily contri- 
bute to the enlargement of our Church, by begetting in the 
tender minds of children a sense of the excellency of our 
holy religion. 

I am, Keverend Sir, 
Tour most humble and obedient servant, 

Samuel Johnson. 



[Anonymous Letter to the Biehop of London* ] 

Bratford, JST. -El, Octd^er 80M, 172 
My Lord, 

Eight Eeverend Sir, 

May it please your Lordship, these lines wait 
Grace from a true sense of duty to yourself and 
the great work and purpose of promoting reli 
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ends of the Earth, which your Lordship hath so mnch at 
heart, and that which moves me to write at this time, is a 
j ealousy that you may be imposed upon by kindnesses received 
for this place. I think we can never be thankful enough for 
your Lordship's benignity, under heaven's favour, that one 
minister is freely maintained among us with so very little charge 
as ours; and truly our depending in this matter is wholly on 
the Society's bounty, for, whenever this fails, we shall surely 
no longer have a minister, because we have no prospect of our 
ever being able to afford him any thing like a maintenance; 
for our whole company in this great town consists of about 
ten or a dozen families, and that of the meaner and poorer sort. 
I am obliged to say, notwithstanding the relation I bear to 
them, there is no view of our increasing ; there comes now 
and then a disaffected person to us, and when his passion is 
over, he returns from whence he came ; for the ministry of 
the town is somewhat of a Presbyterian humour, having 
shaken off the old Independent notions that were so disgust* 
ful, so that the people are under no temptation to change 
their pastor, and very few have yet done so in this place, ex- 
cept those that were unwilling to pay rates; and we find 
them as unwilling to be at any public charge now as before. 
We could not have built our Church had not travellers and 
strangers bestowed their favours upon us ; and truly, our 
brethren of the Church of England in this colony in the 
neighbouring towns are none of them persons of any note 
that were famed for religion ; and what more might be said 
I leave, lest I might discourage your Lordship's further care 
about us. And now, our Reverend Father, that our brethren 
may not grow intolerable to you, may these lines be a happy 
preventive. 

The addition of our [prosperity] will not be in asking a 
salary for our schoolmaster, a project that is now on foot 
among us ; and though our Reverend Pastor may lead or en- 
courage the matter, 1 cannot but think it is more from over- 
sight than notice, to say that we shall have more interest or 
benefit in the schools of the town than we now enjoy. I am 
persuaded this will prove a mistake, for we have the same 
privileges in either of them as any of the Dissenters have ; the 
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honees are within eight of each other and well supported, 
which bespeaks the ability of the town, so that if any thing 
be allowed from home, it will be some ease to the town in 
general, but of no particular advantage to us, but I much 
rather think, a prejudice and a wrong to us ; for now, there 
is such a friendship between us and the committee of the 
schools, as that we have in times past and at present a man 
of our own persuasion in one of them, and with the general 
allowance. If by encouragement from your Lordship's be- 
nignity to us, we should make a division in this matter, we 
can expect no such favour for the future. Most of the people 
of the town are ready to think we have some ill-design in 
asking a pension for their school, which they are so well able 
to support of themselves, so that if it be granted we shall 
hazard their greater dislike to us, and thereby wrong our- 
selves, rather than reap any advantage by the means, what- 
ever may be pretended by the petitioners. And now, not 
willing to be further troublesome, I conclude with humbly 
asking pardon for my boldness in writing, and especially in 
concealing my name, which I must beg leave to do, lest my 
brethren become displeased with me. I heartily wish your 
Lordship length of days, riches and honour ; that all your 
endeavours for the propagating of the Gospel and advancing 
the interest of our great Lord and Redeemer may be crowned 
with happy success ; and your rewards in glory, when you 
shall cease from your painful labours, may bo very great. 

I remain, with submission, 

Your Lordship's 

Humble servant to command* 

Note.— It is by no means certwn that this letter was not written by a Congrega" 
tionaUsty in the assumed character of a Churchman, to defeat Mr. Johnson's appli- 
cation for a school under the patronage of the Church. It may well be doubted 
whether any one of the congregation of the Stratford missionaiy either could or 
would have written the letter. 
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[BdUion of the Churchwardens and Vestry of Fairfield to the Connecticut Zegrislature,'] 

[This document has been kindlj fomlslied to the Editor from the original among 
the State Archives at Rait£ord»-^£ocle8ia8tical, Vol. III., Doc. 188.] 

To the honourable the Governor, Assistants and Rep- 
resentatives in General Conrt assembled, this 16th 
of Ma J, 1727, the request of sundry members of the 
Church of England in Fairfield, humbly sheweth, 
that — 

Whereas we are, by the Honourable Society in England 
and the Bishop of London, laid under obligation to pay to the 
support of the said established Church, and have accordingly 
constantly paid to it, and been at great charge in building a 
Church for the worship of God, we pray this Assembly would, 
by some act or otherwise, as your wisdom shall think fit, ex- 
cuse us hereafter from paying to any dissenting minister, or to 
the building of any dissenting meeting-house. And whereas 
we were, ten of us, lately imprisoned for our taxes, and had 
considerable sums of money taken from us by distraint, con- 
trary to his Honour the Governor's advice, and notwith- 
standing solemn promises before given to sit down and be 
concluded thereby in this affair, we pray that those sums 
of money taken from us may be restored to us again. If these 
grievances may be redressed, we shall aim at nothing but to 
live peaceably and as becometh Christians among our dis- 
senting brethren ; and your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall 
ever pray, &c. 

Moses Wabd, | Churchwardens. 
Samuel Lyon, j 

DouoAL McKenzie, 
John Lockwood, \^ tt / 
Nathan Adams, ^ ^' 
Ben. Stuegis, &c., 

Li the name and behalf of all the rest of our brethren. 
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[Upon this petition, the General Assembly enacted, that all per- 
sons who were of the Church of England, and those who were of the 
chnrches established by the law of the colony, living in the bounds of 
any allowed parish, should be taxed by the same rule and in the same 
proportion for the support of the ministry ; but where it happened 
that there was a society of the Church of England, having a clergy- 
man so near any person who had declared himself to be of that Church, 
that he could and did attend public worship there, then the collector 
was to deliver the tax collected of such person to the minister of the 
Church of England to whom he lived near, who was also authorized 
to receive and recover the same ; and if such proportion of taxes was 
not sufficient in any society of the Church of England to support the 
incumbent, such society was authorized to levy and collect of those 
who professed and attended that Church greater taxes at their discre- 
tion. The parishioners of the Church of England were also excused 
from paying any taxes for building meeting-houses for the established 
Churches of the colony.]* 



{Sev, Mr. Oaner to the Bitihop qfZondon,] 

Fairfield, March \Uh, 1727-8. 

My Lord, 

I take this opportunity to wait upon your Lordship, (the 
winter season preventing ray doing it sooner,) with my hum- 
ble duty, as well as to inform your Lordship of the state of 
the Church, since my arrival in this place, where your Lord- 
ship, with the honourable Society, have been pleased to ap- 
point me. My Lord, I find it to my very great satisfaction ; 
the people to whom I am sent are, however, low and poor in 
fortune, yet are very serious and well-minded, and ready to 
entertain any instructions that may forward them in the 
paths of virtue and truth and godliness. I have presumed 
to lay before the honourable Society an account of the hard- 
ships they labour under, in being obliged to pay taxes to 
dissenting ministers ; and shall depend upon your Lordship's 
usual goodness, to forward that matter, if any thing may bo 
done for our relief from such a burthen ; for beside, my Lord, 
that it hinders the finishing the Church they have begun to 
build, it is utterly inconsistent with what your Lordship and 

» See the Statute ou p. MO of the Law Book of the Colony, edition of 1715. 
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the honourable Society have been pleased to enjoin me ; for 
although the Dissenters in this goyemment have lately passed 
an act to exempt aD professors of the Church from paying 
taxes to the support of their ministers, yet they take the 
liberty to determine themselves who may be ealled Church- 
men, and interpret that act to comprehend none that live a 
mile from the Church minister ; by which means^ not only 
two-thirds of the Church, but of its revenues likewise, we are 
entirely deprived of the benefit of; and the favour which 
they would seem to do us proves, in reality, but a shadow* 
These diflBculties, your Lordship will easily be persuaded, 
very much hinder the growth and weaken the hands of the 
Church ; however, amidst all this, your Lordship will find, by 
the representation I have made to the honourable Society, 
there are daily added to the Church such as, by the blessing 
of God, added to their owix honest endeavours, will finally 
be saved. To this end suffer us, my Lord, to assure ourselves 
of your Lordship's continued prayers and blessing, which will 
always be justly valued by one> who is. 

With the greatest respect, my Lord, 

Tour Lordship's humble servant, 

Henbt Cakes. 



[Hev^ Wr^Johnton to ths MitAop fi/Zondd»^ 

JStratfordj in New-Engjiand^ April 2<f, 1T28* 

May it please your Lordship, 

I am thankful to your Lordship for despatching Mr. Caner 
so soon to his parish, for I find great advantage to the in* 
terests of the Church, from his neighbourhood,^ and assistance, 
and I hope theSoeiety will enlarge his salary,, as soon as their 
abiUty will admit of it. The government here have pretended 
to make a law in favour of the Church, whereby all that live 
near our parish Churches are exempted from paying to the 
dissenting ministers, and it is of some service to such ; but 
those that live scattering in the country are yet persecuted as 
bad as ever ; and in this law they still call themselves the 
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established Churches, and treat ns as Dissenters. I have 
lately been preaching at New-Haven, where the College is, 
and had a considerable congregation, and among them seve- 
ral of the scholars, who are very inquisitive about the princi- 
ples of our Church, and after sermon ten of the members of 
the Church there subscribed JBIOO towards the building a 
Church in that town, and are zealously engaged about under- 
taking it ; and I hope in a few years there will be a large 
congregation there. 

The Church at Boston has lost a very worthy pastor in 
Mr. Myles, and I doubt they will break i^to sad confusion 
there, unless a very worthy and discreet minister be sent 
them from England, for I am told above five to one are so 
greatly disgusted with Mr. Harris, that they will never be 
content under his ministry. Tour Lordship has doubtless 
been informed of the controversy between Mr. Myles and 
Dr. Cutler on the one hand, and the overseers of Harvard 
College on the other, and that the General Court have given 
judgment for the overseers against the clergy of the Church, 
whereby tiiey have excluded them from being overseers, 
after they have for many years been allowed that character, 
and notwithstanding the plain sense of the charter or act of 
Assembly which comprehends them; so that this matter 
mufet now have a trial in England, and I presume to hope 
that your Lordship's wisdom and goodness will be engaged 
in behalf of this affair, which, I humbly conceive, is a matter 
wherein the interest of the Church in this country is much 
concerned. I have nothing more to add, but that I am, 

May it please your Lordship, 

Your Lordship's humble servant, 

Samuel Johnson. 



[i&». Mr, JohTison to the Secretary, ^Fxtrad,'\ 

Stratfardy April Zd^ 1728, 
Reverend Sir, 

Since my last, I find the advantage of Mr. Caner's neigh* 
bourhood and assistance, and the growth of the Church 
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these parts is considerable. The government have made a 
law pretending favour to the Church, by which all that live 
near our parish Churches are excused from paying rates to 
their ministers, and it is of some service to such, but those 
that live scattering in the country are yet persecuted as bad 
as ever; and in this law they still call themselves the estab- 
lished Church, and treat us as Dissenters. 

I have likewise since preached to a considerable number 
of people at New-London, where they are vigorously carrying 
on their Church, and I hope they will meet with the hon- 
ourable Society's encouragement. At Norwalk, where I 
preached since I wrote last, there are several families who 
are reconciled to the Church, to whom Mr. Caner since has 
preached again. And in that town there is a sober and sen- 
sible Jew, considerably acquainted with the writings of their 
Babbis, with whom I have had much conversation ; and he 
seems seriously inclined to embrace Christianity, and I hope 
before long to persuade him to be baptised, if the enmity of 
his countrymen do not prevail against his convictions. I 
have also (besides other neighbouring parishes) lately preach- 
ed at Kew-Haven, a large town about fourteen miles east- 
ward, where there is a College. Great pains were taken to 
hinder people from coming to Church, and many well wish- 
ers to it were over-persuaded not to come ; however, I had 
near a hundred hearers, and among them several of the Col- 
lege ; after service about ten of the members of our Church 
there subscribed £100 towards building a Church in that 
town, and seem very zealously engaged to prosecute the de- 
sign, and I hope in a few years there will be a large congre- 
gation there. Here, in Stratford, I have another family added 
to the Church, and I have a sober, ingenuous Indian, one of 
the natives, a young man whom I have brought over to the 
belief of Christianity, am teaching him to read and write, 
and make a business of catechising and instructing him now 
in the season of Lent, and design to baptise him at Easter, 
and with him, a little girl about six years old, of the same 
tribe ; both of them are bound to me by indenture fronl their 
parents. 
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[The following petition, upon wHch nothing was granted, was presented in 
ICay, 1728, and is procured from the State Archives at ISaxtSord.-^^^JEoclenasHoalf" 
Vol. III., Doo. 188. Vide ante.] 

To the Honourable General Assembly^ now sitting at Hart* 
ford^ May the ninth^ A. Dom. 1728 : 

The Memorial of Isaac Brown and the rest of the Church- 
wardens, Yestrymen and brethren of the Church of 
England, humbly sheweth : 

That sometime in May, 1727, the Churchwardens, Vestry- 
men and some of the brethren of the Church of England did 
exhibit a prayer to the honourable Assembly, complaining of 
some hardship and injury done them by having money forced 
from them, and some of them imprisoned, on the account or 
for the support of the dissenting ministry in the County of 
Fairfield, and for building meeting-houses and settling of 
ministers ; and forasmuch as the prayer of the distressed was 
by this honourable Assembly heard, and they in their great 
wisdom, as well as Christian compassion, was pleased to pro- 
vide a remedy for the relief of the professors of said Church, 
that they should no more be oppressed by contributing to the 
support of the Dissenters ; and forasmuch as in the act of the 
honourable Assembly it is not fully understood what part of 
the professors of the Church of England are exempted, all 
being within the district of the Reverend Mr. Johnson and 
Mr. Caner's ministry, within the County of Fairfield, assigned 
to them by the ministry at home. 

We, the subscribers, in behalf of the rest, humbly move to 
this Assembly, that an explanation of the Assembly's Act in 
May last, relating to the premises, may be given by them ; 
and also, that for the future the afiuirs of the Church may be 
wholly managed by the book of canons relating to gathering 
taxes for the support of the ministry, that is established by 
law according to the rubrick of the Church of England ; and 
that for the future, so long as there remain missionaries 
among us, we may gather all needful taxes by said book of 

9 
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canons and not by your collectors. Great contentions have 
already arisen, and many lawsuits, as well as great hardship 
imposed upon iis, who are but small and at great expense in 
building of Churches, and to help us, the honourable Society 
in England designs, by their contributing to our missionaries 
for their subsistence, as sometimes this honourable Assembly 
have done to small places ; but as the act now stands, no 
donations will be of any advantage to the body of the people, 
which we humbly conceive is not agreeable to that rule 
given by our blessed Saviour, Do as you would, &c. We 
humbly conceive that this honourable Assembly doth not 
design to oppress us, but make people honest and religious ; 
(not Churchmen for ease, as sometimes they have chapels ;) 
and we humbly hope that 'tis our unfeigned desire that all 
men were so, and then we should not have these animosities 
amongst us. We do assure this Assembly, that we ai'e botmd 
in our consciences to adhere to said Church in doctarine 
and discipline, let our difficulties be ever so great. We 
humbly ask the Assembly's act for our relief in these things 
we have prayed for, and in so doing this honourable Assem- 
bly will engage us both to duty and respect, and we shall 
ever pray, as in duty bound. 

PcOed May 9th, 1128. 

Isaac Bbown, I y^^.^^^ 
Benja. Buett, ) 

MosebWabd, \ Churchtoardme. 
Sam'el Lion, J 

Henbt James, 

Moses Knapp, [ y^^y,^^ 

jN ATHAN Adams, 

Jno. Lockwood, 
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[Bw, Mr. J^kMMk to the Seerektr^.] 

Stratfordy NevyEngla'nd^ Septmber 21«*, 1728. 

Severend Sir, 

Though so considerable a number of my former hearers are 
gone off to make up Mr. Caner's parish^ and notwithstanding 
that three families are removed this year from this town, out 
of the government, yet my Church has been considerably 
fuller this summer than ever it was before. Seven entire 
families are reconciled to the Church ; and though such a 
number of communicants are gone off to Fairfield parish, yet 
I have fourscore here and in the neighbouring town, who 
constantly, and as frequently as may be, attend the commu- 
nion at Stratford. Beside two of the native Indians I have 
brought within the pale of the Church, (of whom I made 
mention in my last,) there is one large family of English, who 
have heretofore lived like heathens, but are now become 
serious Christians, and I havQ baptised them ; it consists, be- 
side the two parents, of seven children, of whidx five are adults. 
And beside the Jew I mentioned before, who is a sincere 
good Christian^ and has since been baptised, here is another 
Jew, a very sober sensible young gentleman, whom I have 
been instrumental in bringing over to the Christian faith, and 
who is preparing himself, in a short time, to be baptised. 

I continue to preach with success at New-Haven, and I 
hope there will be a Church there in time; though they la- 
bour under great opposition and discouragements from the 
people of the town, who will neither give nor sell them a 
piece of land for them to build a church on. 

The people of Brook-Haven, on Long Island, have earnest- 
ly [asked] my intercession with the honourable Society that 
they may again be supplied with a minister. They are under 
great necessity of one. 

The difficulties and oppressions that the people of our 
Church have met with under this Independent government 
have been> and are^ so great, that no less than seven families 



133 OHUECH DOCUMENTS. 

have removed hence into New-York government since I came 
hither, of which three removed this year. At present, in- 
deed, we have a little better quarters with them, by reason 
of the terror they are under from Mr. Winthrop's complaints 
against the government ; and I wish they may be taught a 
better temper towards the Church. 

This is all at present from, Eeverend Sir, 

Tours, &c., 

Sakuel Johnson. 



[Bev* 2^. Caner to the Secretary, -^Extract, \ 

Fairfidd, October 10th, 1728. 
Sir, 

It seems proper to observe to the honourable Society that 
the Province of Connecticut is divided into four counties, 
whose denominations arise from their first towns, Fairfield, 
New-London, Hartford and New-Haven. That of Fairfield 
being the westernmost in the province, borders on New- 
York, and contains the towns of Fairfield, Stratford, Nor- 
walk, Stamford, Greenwich, Kipton, New Town, Danbury, 
Ridgefield and "Woodbury, beside their several villages, as 
four about Fairfield ; Green Farms, Greenfield, Poquanuck 
and Chesnut Eidge, three of them about four miles distant, 
the last about sixteen; one belonging to Stratford, called 
Unity, one to Norwalk, one to Greenwich ; each of these 
villages contain 50 or 60 families ; the towns, one with 
another, have twice that number ; the sum of whose inhabi- 
tants, though difficult to come at, by reason of some of them 
not having kept any register of births, and very few of bap- 
tisms, I have, at length, pretty justly attained, and find 
them as set down in my Notitia Parochialis, herein inclosed; 
where, likewise, the honourable Society will find I have col- 
lected out of these the number of the baptised, as also the 
number of infants and adults baptised by me this half year. 
In my account of the number of inhabitants, I have left out 
Stratford, with its village ; also New Town and Eipton, 
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which placed are tinder the care of the Be v. Mr. Johnson ; all 
the other towns and villages in the county I serve to the 
best of my power, preaching to those on week days whom I 
cannot attend on Sunday, there being several, families as well 
communicants as professors of the Church of England, in 
every one of these towns and villages. 

As to the Indians in this county, their number is now be- 
come very small, by reason of distempers brought among 
them by the English, together with the excessive drinking 
which destroys them apace ; and of those few that remain, to 
the eternal shame of the English in these parts, it must be 
said, that, although I constantly labour with them, as I find 
them in my way, yet very seldom conceive hopes of doing 
them any good, who have taken up an inveterate prejudice 
against Christianity, grounded on the shamefully wicked lives 
of us, its professors. 

The difficulties which chiefly aflfect both me and my 
people are what have been often complained of, the heavy taxes 
by the government imposed on those who profess the Church 
of England, for the support of dissenting teachers, which 
very much hinders the finishing our Church, and providing 
decent ornaments for its service, as well as discourages others 
from joining with us in so good a work, when they observe 
how we are slighted and despised, and imposed upon, 
accounted as the filth and dross of the earth, and the off- 
scouring of all things. 

To the rectifying of which, in some measure, for the future, 
I would, in most humble manner, lay before the honourable 
Society the following scheme. 

The government has lately passed an act, that all profes- 
sors of the Church of England, living so near any place where 
there is an Episcopal minister settled, as that they can con- 
veniently, and do constantly attend upon his preaching, they 
shall be excused from fees to the Dissenters, and shall pay 
them to the Church minister ; by which means all the pro- 
fessors aforesaid, who live within a mile or two of our Church, 
are excused, while others are obliged to pay, and some are 
deprived of two-thirds of its revenues. Now, I humbly con- 
ceive that if the honourable Society, instead of appointing 
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me their missionary at Fairfield, would, by a like instrument) 
under their common seal, appoint me their missionary, to 
serve from Fairfield to Byram Eiver, or the borders of the 
government westward, then by an order of the honourable So- 
ciety, in their Instructions to Missionaries, (page 25, parag. 
XI.,) I should be under obligation to reside sometimes at one 
of these places and sometimes at another) as the necessities of 
either should require; by this means shall the objection of our 
people, living too remote, be taken oflf, seeing they will all be 
equally near to me, and therefore shall the Church gain all 
her revenues, and be able to go forward with business* 



[Jiiniaef>ft\4 Socidp relating to 2lr, Caner'^s being cpp^inUd Missionary to two or 

three^lacssy and Jftr* IteUlby^s opinion thereon,] 

Head the \%ih of July ^ 1729. 

The Rev. Mr. Caner, missionary from the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, to Fairfield, in 
Connecticut government, in New-England, in his letter dated 
10th Oct., 1728, writes as follows : 

" The government has lately passed an act, that all pro- 
fessors of the Church of England, living so near any place 
where there is an Episcopal minister settled, as that they can 
conveniently, and do constantly, attend upon his preaching, 
they shall be excused from taxes to the Dissenters, and shall 
pay them to the Church minister. By which means, all the 
professors aforesaid, that live within a mile or two of our 
Church, are excused, while others are obliged to pay, and 
some are deprived of two-thirds of its revenues. Now, I 
humbly conceive that if the Society, instead of appointing 
me missionary at Fairfield, would, by a like instrument, 
vuder their common seal, appoint me their missionary to 
ge\vo from Fairfield to Byram River, or the borders of this 
gQyjjrnment westward, then, as I should be under an obliga- 
tion t? Inside sometimes at one of these places and sometimes 
at anotl^®^» *® *^® necessities of either should require, the 
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objection of people Kving too remote wotdd be taken oflf, Bee^ 
ing that they will all be equally near to me, and thereby 
shall the Church gain her revenues, and be able to go forward 
with business." 

At a meeting of the Society, 16th May, 1729, agreed, that 
this matter be laid before Mr. Ketelby, and his opinion desired 
whether the Society's appointment of their missionaries to 
two or three places will exempt the Church there from pay- 
the Independent teachers. Though at first reading this case^ 
I was clear in my own opinion, yet, it appearing to be a mat- 
ter in which the interest of the Church ministers and the 
honour of the Society were, in some measure, concerned, I 
have conferred with other gentlemen, of undoubted probity 
and judgment, and we all agree that the Society ought not 
to grant what is proposed by Mr. Caner ; that their appoint- 
ment of their missionary to two or three places will not ex- 
empt the Church people from paying to the Independent 
teachers ; that it is neither within the intention nor the letter 
of the Act, which, as it requires a constant attendance upon 
the minister's preaching, so it must necessarily suppose his 
constant residence in one place ; this may be construed as 
an attempt to evade the Act, only with a view to the secular 
advantages of particular persons, and may, perhaps, involve 
the Church ministers there in greater trouble, and more to 
their detriment, than any benefit they hope for from the 
compliance of the Society in this particular. 

Abel Ketelby. 



[^S$v, Jir» JohMOfh to th4 S^ontaryJ] 

Stratford^ May 26^, 1729. 
Reverend Sir, 

We yet labour under so much uneasiness in our government, 
that several people have moved out of it into New-York gov- 
ernment, of which no less than four families since my last ; 
and I think I have gained but three new families to be steady 
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npon the services of the Chnrch, though there are many, and 
those daily increasing, who are really, in their minds, recon- 
ciled to the Church, but are kept back from declaring them- 
selves for fear of the displeasure of the government ; and 
yet I think a more charitable and friendly temper towards 
the Church is, from time to time, visibly increasing among 
the people in these parts. I have baptised the Jew, Mr. 
Mordecai Marks, concerning whom I wrote in my last, who 
is a very worthy proselyte and steady communicant, as also 
two native Indians, both adults, two adult negroes and two 
negro children, all this last half year, so that the state of my 
parish at present is this : 

Famdlies, 

1st. Number of inhabitants in this town, 260 

" " " oftheChnrch, S3 

2d. ITumber of baptised, 223 

Of which this half year, 23 

8d. Kumber of adults baptised this half year, 6 

4th. Number of actual communicants in Stratford and 

places adjacent, excepting Fairfield parish, 86 

Of which admitted this half year, 6 

5th. Number of professors of the Church, about • 200 

I am, Eev. Sir, 

Your most obedient and humble servant, 

Sahuel Johnsok. 
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[Bev. Mr, Johnson Co the Seerektrp,] 

Stratford, Ncmmhet 20^A, 1729. 
Eeverend Sir, 

I am very thankful to the honourable Society for admit- 
ting Mr. Dwight into their service, though I could have been 
glad had he been fixed somewhere else in New-England, par- 
ticularly since Brook-Haven was supplied before, (and I hope 
to their content.) We are all sorry that he had not been 
placed at Providence, where it is to be feared not only the 
interest of the Church, but even all sense of religion, (what 
little there was of it,) will in a manner be lost, by means of 
the bad character and vile behaviour of the person who is 
missionary in that place, and upon whose account the Church 
is sadly dishonoured and we are all filled with shame and 
confusion of face. 

I find in the abstract of the proceedings of the Society last 
year, mention made of a salary for a school at Stratford, but 
have never received any letter, or otherwise any intimation 
from the honourable Society about it ; which makes me fear 
there was some mistake about the matter. However, though 
I should be very thankful if there was a salary appointed for 
that purpose, and there is great need of it, yet since we want 
ministers more, of the two, than schoolmasters, I would not 
desire that the providing for a school should stand in the 
way of providing for missionaries, and particularly, not only 
Mr. Caner stands in need of an augmentation of his salary, 
but there is New-London, in this colony, and "Westerly, in the 
Narragansetts, (in both which places they have built and are 
finishing very handsome small Churches,) that are in great 
necessity of ministers, and I have this summer visited them, 
and find a good prospect of great increase to the Church. 

Besides which places, I have not long since visited the 
people on Connecticut Eiver, and find a considerable num- 
ber who are subscribing towards a Church at a town 
called Wethersfield, where there is likely to be a flourishing 
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colony, and will need the honourable Society's assistance. 1 
likewise still continue frequently to preach at New-Haven, 
Kipton and Newtown with success; though, at the last of 
these places, it must be confessed that the Dissenters have of 
late got the advantage of us, partly by the craft and assiduity 
of their teachers, and partly by means of the removing of a 
considerable man of our Church, (whose influence used to 
be great in that town,) from thence into New-York govern- 
ment. 

The Church here at Stratford has of late been unhappy by 
means of a foolish contention, that has sprung up among my 
people, to the great hindrance of the growth of the Church, 
and has given me a great deal of trouble. However, I have 
had some success, having baptised one adult and twelve in- 
fants, one of which was native, and admitted six to the Holy 
Communion since last April, otherwise my notitia jparochialia 
stands much as it did in my last. 

Sir, yours, &c., &c., 

Samuel Johkson. 



[The Churchwardens, dbc, of Wallvngford to the Bishop of Zondon,'] 

May it please your Lordship, 

We, the Churchwardens and parishioners of Wallingford 
and the adjacent parts in the Colony of Connecticut, in New- 
England, beg leave to offer our humble duty to your Lord- 
ship. 

We are a Church but newly planted, and however content 

we are at present to have the service of the Church only 

once a quarter by a minister, on every Lord's day besides 

we perform the service as far as is proper for laymen ; but 

in that part we are something deficient for want of sermon 

\books, &c., which we cannot easily procure in this country. 

"W^ are sensible the Eeverend Theodore Morris cannot leave 

his/her parishes oftener, yet we hope God, in his providiencej 

will ^ order it, that we may at last be oftener attended ; 

there W many ready to join in our conmaunion, and have 

V 

\ 
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nothing to object to it, but our having service so seldom by a 
minister. We greatly rejoice that we are assisted in learning 
to know which is the true Ohurch of Christ, and the manner 
how we ought worship. But with melancholy hearts we crave 
your Lordship's patience, while we recite that divers of us 
have been imprisoned, and our goods from year to year dis» 
trained from us for taxes, levied for the building and sup- 
porting meeting-houses ; and divers actions are now de- 
pending in our courts of law in the like cases. And when we 
have petitioned our governor for redress, notifying to hini 
the repugnance of such actions to the laws England, he hath 
proved a strong opponent to us ; but when the other party hath 
applied to him for advice how to proceed against ns, he hath 
lately given his sentence " to enlarge the goal and fill it with 
them," (that is, the Church.) But we supplicate both God 
and man that our persecutors may not always prevail 
against us- 

And now, that God may bless your Lordship, and the 
charitable e^deiavours of the honourable Society, and enable 
them to send more labourers to a harvest truly plentiful, is 
the sincere prayer of 

Your Lordship's 

Most dutiful and obedient servants, 

^OMAs Ives, } Ckurchwardena. 
JN OBTH Ingham, ) 

Ebenezer Waikweight, 
Shadback Seagae, 
John Bellamy, 
Thomas Dewuttle^ 
"Waitstill Abinatheb, 
Aakon Tuttle, 
Phineas Ives, 
Matthew BellamTj 
Ebenezee Blakesleb, 
Enos Smith, 
John Mekt, 
Thomas Willl^ms, 
George Fisheb, 
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[InAdbitatUs of I^eW'Zondon to the Secretary. 1 

Ajml ISthy 1780, 

Reverend Sir, 

We, the underwritten inhabitants of ITew-London, Groton, 
and other places adjacent, having once and again petitioned 
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts for a missionary, beg leave, by yon, to renew that, our 
most earnest request. 

We have, at a very great expense, erected us a Church, 
which (unless when Mr. McSparran visits us) continues shut 
up, to the derision of its enemies, but to our great grief and 
discomfort, with this only abatement, that it stands a monu- 
ment and witness for us, how earnestly we desire the blessing 
we now pray for. 

Mr. Samuel Seabury, a gentleman bom and bred in this 
country, goes home recommended to the notice of the Bishop 
of London and the Society, by the clergy here ; therefore, he 
may be sure of a welcome reception in what vacancy soever 
he is sent to fill in New-England, where he is known, so we 
beg (with all the importunity, the utmost necessity, and most 
earnest desire of a Gospel minister among us is able to in- 
spire) our destitute condition may come in remembrance at the 
Board, when that gentleman applies for a mission. 

We are, Eeverend Sir, &c. 



[Bev, Mr, Johnson to the Secretary,] 

Stratford^ Mw-England^ May &th, 1730. 

Reverend Sir, 

This comes to the honourable Board by Mr. Samuel Seabury, 
who has been educated and graduated in the colleges in this 
country, and has led a sober, virtuous and studious life, and 
now heartily embraces the principles of the Ohurch of Eng- 
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land, and is sincerely well affected to the present govern- 
ment, and desirous to devote himself to the service of the 
honourable Society J and, I doubt not, but if they shall see 
cause to employ him, they will find him faithful in the dis- 
charge of his duty wherever they shall please to send him. 
There are several places here, in New-England, that much 
need to be supplied, particularly Providence, Westerly and 
New-London, in either of which he is well known, and will 
be very acceptable. 

I have visited several places in the government, since my 
last, and find a growing disposition toward the Church, 
particularly at Greenwich, where the Eev'4 Mr. Canes hath 
laboured with good success ; and there seems to be a good 
prospect that the whole parish, which never have had any 
minister of any denomination settled among theni there, will 
come into the Church. 

Nothing remarkable has happened in my parish since my 
last ; one family has been added to our number, and one, like- 
wise, has removed from us into New-York government. I 
have reason to fear that my last letter, of November 16th, 
miscarried, and therefore I have set down my Notitia Paro- 
chialis. 

1st. No. of inhabitants in this town, 270 

Families of which belong to the Church, 53 

Beside those that belong to the neighbouring vil- 
lages. 

2d. No. of the baptised since the mission here, 250 

Of which, this year, were baptised, 20 

Of which one only was adult 
3d. No. of communicants here in the neighbourhood, . 89 

Of which were admitted this year, 9 

4th. No. of professors of the Church, abotit 200 

Beside many in the neighbouring towns. 
5th. No. of heathens uncertain, because of their fre- 
quent changing their habitations. 

I am, Reverend Sir, &c., 

Samuel Johnsoh. 
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[Bev. Mr» McSparran to the 8eer«tary,'\ 

NarraganseU^ May 20, 1730. 
Eev. Sir, 

Mr. Samuel Seabury, at whose hands you will receive this, 
was educated at the Beminarie& of learning here, and did, for 
some time, preach to the Dissenters, by whom he is well re- 
ported of for a virtuous conversation. He has, for some time 
past, conformed to our Church, and, manifesting a desire of 
going upon the Society's mission, I thought it became me to 
encourage a person of his merit by recommending him to the 
Society's notice. The place of his birth and most intimate 
acquaintance is Groton, in the neighbourhood of New-London, 
which I thought proper to observe, in hopes that it might 
prove an inducement to determine his mission to that place, 
where a minister is exceedingly wanted. Tour letter of the 
19th November last came too late to my hands to be com- 
municated to the gentlemen of New-London in time to have 
their answers transmitted by this conveyance. I am but a 
few days returned from that place, where I preached, and 
saw them renew an address for a minister ; but shall do my 
endeavours, when I go again, (if not before,) to bring them 
together, in order more fully to answer the Society's expec- 
tations. Li the mean time I beg leave to observe, that be- 
side the forty odd pounds they have subscribed, there will 
arise upon these subscribers a ministerial rate, due to the 
established Presbyterian minister, of at least twenty pounds 
per annum, but which, by a particular act of the Colony of 
Connecticut, is transferred upon the Episcopal minister, 
where one resides, which quota of sixty pounds is triple the 
sum their neighbours pay, and is in a much greater dispro- 
portion to what is paid by the members of the Church of 
England in this government, (numbers and abilities con- 
sidered.) 

I thank God my Church thrives, and those that attend the 
established worship are, with a few exceptions, persons of good 
conversation. But I cannot give a better instance of the sue- 
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cess God has given me, than to take notice to the Society 
that, since noiy incumbency, I have baptised one hundred and 
seventy-six persons, whereof sixty are adults, and that the 
communicants are still increasing. 

I am. Reverend Sir, &c., 

Jakes MoSpa£ban. 



[Bev, Mr. Caner to the Secretary,'] 

Fairjiddy JSTew-EngUnd, Sept. 18^A, 1730. 
Sir, 

In my last letter, dated on Easter Monday, I laid before 
the honourable Society my own as well as my people's hear* 
ty thanks for their care and bounty relating to the increase 
of my salary. The churchwardens and vestry, I there in- 
formed the honourable Society, desired some time to try the 
purses as well as the readiness of the people to advance the 
sum expected of them. Their accounts they have now brought 
in, and do find the utmost willingness in the people to com- 
ply with any proposals consistent with their abilities, which 
the churchwardens find to be very slender, and not answera- 
ble to the honourable Society's expectation froin them. 

The truth is, there doth appear in the people a great for- 
wardness to hearken to instruction, and they seem really 
willing to contribute the utmost they are able to the support 
of those means whereby they receive it. But the number of 
those who have actually reconciled themselves to our consti- 
tution is yet but small ; there are greater numbers come to 
us as Kicodemus to our blessed Saviour, and whom, there- 
fore, the others are not willing to discourage, by represent- 
ing the great difiiculties that will ensue upon their joining 
with us, but are rather willing to bear a greater burden them- 
selves than fright them back by severe proposals. 

The utmost they do declare themselves able to raise, is fif- 
teen pounds sterling per annum ; though, to balance this, they j 
have set on foot a design which I am confident in some years \ 
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will enable them to maintain a missionary themselves. It is 
this, that every professor do, in his will, make over a certain 
sum (what he sees fit) to the support of this particular Church, 
to be paid at his decease, which sum being secured, the 
churchwardens have power to use the interest of it to any 
purposes the Church shall think fit to order. There have 
deceased two members of our Church since this design hath 
been laid, each of which hath left one hundred pounds to the 
advancement of it, and two others, supposed at the point of 
death, have ordered, the one an hundred, and the other fifty 
pounds, in their wills, though both of them are since re- 
recovered. 

Now, I presume it is easy to see that this thing, having 
due encouragement, will, in the compass of some years, en- 
able them to maintain their own ministers, and do therefore 
declare that they will, from time to time, as they prove able, 
give notice of it to the honourable Society, that the salary 
which may be now afforded, may gradually be transferred to 
others who may then be in their present circumstances ; that 
is, unable to help themselves. 

The particular state of my parish the honourable Society 
will best be informed of from mjJI^otitiaParochialiSyheTem 
enclosed, from which the honourable Society will, I hope, see 
encouragement sufficient to induce them to continue, if not 
add, further favours to my people. I believe, in our present 
circumstances, they could not be more acceptable to them 
and the honourable Society's most dutiful and obedient ser- 
' vant, as well as. Sir, &c., 

Henry C-ajsteb. 

NoTmA Paeoohialis. 

i. Number of inhabitants, upwards of 8,000. 2. Number of 
baptised, about 7,140. 3. Number baptised by me this half 
year, 30 ; adults 10 — ^blacks 2, Indian 1, whites 7 ; infants 20 — 
whites 18, Indians 2. 4. Number of actual communicants of 
the Church of England, 66. 6. Number of those who profess 
themselves of the Church of England, about 600 in all the 
parishes. 6. Number of heathens and infidels, about 40. 
7. Number of converts from a profane life, 4, 

i 
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[JSev, Mr, Johnson to tlie Secretary. "l 

Stratford, in Connecticut^ October 25th, 1730. 
Reverend Sir, 

I have but little to write in respect to my charge since my 
last, though I think my Church is more frequented by Dis- 
senters, who, many of them, come once in a while to Church, 
yet I cannot say there have been any throughly reclaimed 
within this half year ; however, a good temper toward the 
Church still very sensibly increases, and upon Connecticut 
Ei ver they are contriving to build a Church. One thing I have 
particularly to rejoice in, and that is, that I have a very con- 
siderable influence in the College imny neighbourhood ; and 
that a love to the Church gains ground greatly in it. Several 
young men that are graduates, and some young ministers, I 
have prevailed witli to read and consider the matter so far, 
that they are very uneasy out of the communion of the 
Church, and some seem much disposed to come into her ser- 
vice ; and those that are best affected to the Church are the 
brightest and most studious of any that are educated in the 
country. 

Many poor people complain of the want of Prayer- 
Books and Expositions of the Church Catechism ; I should, 
therefore, be very thankful if the honourable Society would 
be pleased to order a few of them to be sent to me, and if, 
with them, I had a few Ostervald's Catechisms and Whole 
Duties of Man, I could make them very useful. I desire 
that if any Prayer-Books are sent, that they may have Tate 
and Brady's Psalms bound up with them ; they only are used 
among us. 

I am, Eeverend Sir, &c., 

Samuel Johnson. 



10 
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[Bev* Mr, JohMon to the Secretary, — Extract,] 

Sirdtford^ 2d June^ 1731. 

Eeverend Sir, 

Since my last there has happened an iinfortnnate altera- 
tion in my parish, by the loss of a worthy parishioner, Mr, 
Lormg, who was the most considerable person of any influ- 
ence we had among ns ; the most able and the most forward 
in promoting the interests of the Church, and always at the 
head of every good design ; for want of whom, I doubt the 
Church here will greatly suffer and languish, for his example 
and influence had the greatest hand in its advancement, the 
rest being generally poor tradesmen, and, consequently, apt 
to be despised and dispirited. 

However, I have had one or two new converts, and esp^ 
cially one, from a loose irregular way of living, to a life of 
virtue and industry ; and our Church is not less, if any thing, 
niore frequented, and, in the villages, it remains much as it 
was. 

New-London I think well provided for in Mr. Seabury, 
and I hope the Church will flourish in that town. I have 
laboured much to promote the Church at Westerly Narragan- 
sett, as 1 have occasionally passed that way ; but for the want 
of a resident minister, I doubt, through the multitude of 
sectaries that abound in those parts, and a prevailing spirit 
of irreligion and profaneness, the Church's interest will de- 
cay among them, where the means of religion, of any sort, 
are so much wanted, that they are truly the objects of the 
greatest compassion. 

I have visited Brook-Haven, on Long Island, since the 
departure of Mr. Campbell, and find them almost sinking 
unde^ the wounds they have received by the frequent changes 
of ministers, and the non-good conduct of some that have 
been among them. However, I preached to a considerable 
congregation, and afterwards called their vestry together, 
who desired me to express their humblest gratitude to the 



- coNHBcnouT — ^1781. 147 

lionourable Society, that tliey have been allowed an interest 
in their charity, and earnestly desire that it may be continued, 
and that they may be still reckoned among the Society's de- 
pendents. Bat, for fear of being disappointed, as they were 
before of Mr. Dwight, they humbly desire the Society not 
to send them another missionary till they shall find some 
young gentleman to send from these parts, whom they have 
known before and he them, that they may have a future 
prospect of mutual liking, and so not be under any tempta- 
tion of parting again suddenly, as the case ha^ been. 

They.desire me to look out a young man to reside awhile 
among them. I mentioned a virtuous and discreet young 
man and of good abilities, whose name is Brown, (brother to 
that excellent person who went home for orders with Dr. 
Cutler and myself, and died of the small-pox,) who has ever 
since been steadily following his learning under my direc- 
tion^ and has already taken one degree in the College, and is 
within about a year and a half of age for orders. They were 
desirous I would send him to them upon probation, to read 
prayers and sermons and catechise their youth, and he is ac- 
cordingly gone among them, and, I believe, will be very ac- 
ceptable to them; they promised to subscribe toward his 
support, and purpose, if he and they shall be on both sides 
suited, to recommend him to the honourable Society, and beg 
he may be their missionary. 

In the mean time, they would be very humbly thankful to 
the honourable Society, if he may be allowed £10 or £15 
toward his better support, or, at least, some assistance to 
defray his expenses when he shall go home for orders, for he 
ha& laid out almost all his estate upon his education. 

I am, Eeverend Sir, &c., 

Samuel Johnson. 
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[JSev, Mr, Johnson to the Miahop of L(mdon,'\ 

Stratford^ in New-Englandy Jv/m \idh^ 1731. 

May it please your Lordship, 

My Lord, there are two things which hare occasioned some 
dispute among the clergy and people in these parts, about 
which I humbly presume to beg your Lordship's directions. 
One is relating to the exhortation after baptism to the god- 
fathers to bring the child to the Bishop to be confirmed. 
Some wholly omit this exhortation, because it is impractical 
ble ; others insert the words, (if there be opportunity,) because 
our adversaries object to it as a mere jest, to order the god- 
fathers to bring the child to the Bishop, when there is none 
within a thousand leagues of us, which is a reproach that we 
cannot answer. 

The other dispute is about employing young scholars, 
that are candidates for the ministry, in villages and desti- 
tute places, in reading sermons and prayers, (omitting every- 
thing that is proper to the priest's office.) This, I own, 
is what I and some others have earnestly recommended as 
excusable, by reason of the necessities of the country, and 
have, in several instances, found it highly useful in keeping 
up a sense of religion, and propagating it, when resident 
ministers cannot be had ; and though I fcave always let the 
honourable Society know of my proceedings herein, they 
have never intimated the least disapprobation of this method, 
but, on the other hand, have practically approved of it, in re- 
ceiving once and again those who have been so employed. 
Notwithstanding this, there are some of our brethren who, 
with great zeal and importunity, cry out against this practice 
as a betraying of the Church, and giving up the necessity of 
ordination, &c., to the great mortification of those poor desti- 
tute people who have no other way of keeping up the wor- 
ship of God among them. 
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My Lord, I humbly submit to your Lordship's correction, 
if in this or any other instance my conduct has been faulty, 
and earnestly beg your direction and benediction, "who am, 
with the greatest veneration, 

May it please your Lordship, your Lordship's 
* 

Humble servant, 

Samuel Johnson. 



[PBtiUon qf several memhera of the Church of England^ vnBeadmg and Mwtown^ in 

Connecticut*'] 

NeW'Englcmdy March 20^A, 1732. 

May it please the honourable Society, 

Wey the subscribers, members of the Church of England, 
in Reading and Newtown, within the County of Fairfield 
and Colony of Connecticut, in New-England, being under very 
great difficulty to come at the worship of God according to 
that excellent establishment, by reason of our distance from 
the honourable Society's missionaries, the Rev. Mr. Johnson 
and Mr. Caner, which is about twenty miles, and being in- 
deed, some of usj at a great distance from any publick wor- 
ship at all, whereby not only we ourselves, but our poor 
children, also extremely suffer, and are like to be trained up 
in very great ignorance of the knowledge of the Gospel, do 
beg leave to lay this our calamitous state before your vener- 
able board, and become very humble petitioners for a share 
in that charity which is conspicuous even in this dark comer 
of the earth. 

To this we are the rather encouraged by a favourable letter 
to some of our number from the honourable Society, obtained 
about two years after the Rev. Mr. Johnson's first coming 
among us, wherein the honourable Society were pleased to 
offer us a missionary upon certain conditions, which, at that 
time, we were not able to come upon, by reason of the settle- 
ment of the bearer hereof, Mr. John Beach, a gentleman, at 
that time, of a different persuasion ; but now, more and fur- 
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ther encouraged by the said genfleman's being reconciled to 
the established Church of England, especially in that being 
now bound home to receive holy orders from the Lord Bishop 
of London, he is willing to return to this place of his former 
settlement and abode, if his Lordship and the honourable 
Society shall think proper. 

The good opinion that persons of all persuasions have of 
him here, where he has been known for several years past, 
and accounted a gentleman of a remarkable sober and regu- 
lar conduct, and of learning and good ability to discharge the 
ministerial office, gives us reason to promise ourselves a great 
deal of happiness and comfort from his future ministration, 
if the honourable Society shall think fit to return him to us. 

Though we are poor, the unavoidable consequence of set- 
tling an uncultivated country, and so cannot possibly, with- 
out assistance, provide a suitable support for the abovesaid 
gentleman, yet what we are able we are very ready to en- 
gage, and have affixed to our respective names underwritten ; 
and we do humbly hope and pray that the honourable Socie- 
ty, out of their great charity, will supply wherein w^e are 
wanting towards the said gentleman's support; as we flatter 
ourselves with hopes of success in this affair from the former 
goodness and great charity of your venerable board, so we 
would humbly hope that the consideration of several towns 
lying about us, at a distance of about seven miles, as Dan- 
bury, Ridgefield, "Woodbury and New-Milford, and numbers 
of Indians, would be of some further inducement toward some 
suitable relief to our truly deplorable state j for, indeed, we 
are not so selfish as to expect Mr. Beach's service should be 
wholly confined to ourselves, but that he may be capable of 
propagating Christian knowledge in those other towns liko^ 
wise; 

Thus, the Reverend Mr. Johnson, and Mr. Caner, though 
settled at Stratford and Fairfield, have been and are still very 
ready, to assist us, so far as is consistent with the distance 
between them and ourselves, for whose service, as flowing 
from the Society's charity, we are truly thankful, wishing 
withal there may never be wimting pious men in these parts 
to promote the Church's interest* 



CONNECTICUT — 1732. 161 

Fearing we have been already too tedious, wq only add 
our hearty and fervent prayers to Almighty God for success 
in your truly charitable designs to the souls of men. 

"W© are, &c., &c., 

Lemuel Mosehouse and others. 



i^ev* Mr, Johnson to the BUhop ofLondon^l 

Stratford^ in JSTew-Englandj 

April Uh, 1732. 

My Lord, 

I humbly tnank your Lordship for your kind letter of 
September 30th, and am, as to myself, perfectly well satisfied 
with the answers you give to the difficulties! presumed to lay 
before you. Only, I imagined there might be some differ- 
ence between the case of those who are immediately, under 
an establishment, as it is in England, and those who are situ- 
ated, as we are here, where the attorney and solicitor-general 
have declared there is no establishment of religion at all, 
and, therefore, not even of the Church of England, and, con- 
sequently, the obligations to an exact conformity seem not 
altogether the same as there. I write not this, my Lord, on 
my own account, as though I desired the least abatement of 
any thing established in England ; I heartily wish to God 
every thing established there was admitted and established 
here, nor did I ever vary from the establishment in the least 
instance, unless where there was an evident necessity for it ; 
but my solicitous concern for the weal of my dear country 
makes me willing, if it could consist with my duty to the 
best of Churches, and be indulged by the authority to whom 
I owe subjection, to abate, in some circumstantial matters, of 
what is wisely established at home, that I might have less 
occasion to spend my time and pains and pleading, and with 
so little success, because of things confessedly in their own 
nature indifferent and circumstantial, which I would much 
rather, and could, with greater success, devote to the advan- 
cing of the great essentials and vitals of religion, for which it 
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seems as if there would be the more occasion, inasmuch as 
(besides many other gross. errors) the pernicious books and 
notions, which your Lordship found it so necessary to guard 
your Diocese against, are coming in upon the plantations like 
a flood, and will I [fear] take the more eflfect, by how much 
the less there is of the face of an establishment among us, or 
of Bishops to preside over us. And, indeed, I doubt, unless 
the Church be beforehand with them, these things, together 
with their wretched broken condition in the way they are at 
present in, will, 'ere long, induce those of the Congregational 
and Presbyterian persuasion to endeavour (and they may 
possibly succeed) to get themselves formed into an establish- 
ment, after the manner as it is in Scotland. These consider- 
ations, my Lord, induced me, upon a conversation with, and 
even at the desire of several ingenious men among the Dis- 
senters in these parts, to draw up the enclosed proposals, 
which I humbly submit, with an entire resignation to your 
Lordship's wisdom, and which I hope, of your wonted good- 
ness, you will pardon, and impute the vanity of my presump- 
tion to an earnest desire, if I could, to be doing something 
wherein I might bo some way serviceable to my poor, con- 
fused and divided country. My Lord, as the Church here has 
been very unfortunate in the defeat of the noble design of 
the Eeverend the Dean of Londonderry, which, especially, if 
it had been executed on the Continent, would have been of 
vast advantage to the interest of religion and learning in 
America, so it has, on the other hand, been happy since in the 
conversion, (besides a number of other good people,) of the 
worthy persons who have all had a publick education in the 
neighbouring College, and two of them have been dissenting 
teachers ; two of them will go into other business, and one of 
them is Mr. Beach, the bearer hereof, whom I know, by long 
experience of him, (he having been heretofore my pupil, and 
ever since my neighbour,) to be a very ingenuous and studi- 
ous person, and a truly serious and conscientious Christian ; 
but I forbear to say any thing further of his case, and refer 
your Lordship to our joint recommendation of him, 

And remain, &c., &c., 

Samuel Johnsok. 
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Proposals relating to some method for the more siuscessftd 
reformation and propagation of religion in America^ 
humbly submitted to the Might Heverend the Lord Bishop 
of London. 

(1.) Inasmuch as the Attorney and Solicitor-General have 
declared that there is no establishment of religion in these 
countries, it is humbly suggested whether some practicable 
method might not be devised and carried into execution for 
the establishment of religion in these English Dominions. 
(2.) For seeing there are many parts of the English planta- 
tions that are in a manner destitute of any publick instruc- 
tion at all, and where they are (generally, but very poorly) 
provided with teachers in tlie Independent or Conjgregational 
way, they are, according to the natural tendency of those 
opinions, miserably broken to pieces with divisions and con- 
tentions among themselves, insomuch, that they seem has- 
tening on a-pace toward an utter dissolution, and some very 
corrupt doctrines are propagated without control, so that 
most people of sense and consideration among them are even 
sick and weary of their present situation, and long to come 
into some more effectual method for promoting the ends of 
government, religion, peace and order ; it is therefore thought 
very likely that some establishment, even under an Episcopal 
form of government, would, in a little time, be generally 
submitted to. And yet, (3.) it will perhaps be impossible to 
procure a general reconciliation, especially among the popu- 
lace, to all the ceremonies and constitutions of our Church, 
and much time and pains spent in pleading about them 
might be employed, and with better success, in promoting 
the great essentials and vitals of religion; it is, therefore, 
humbly submitted, whether it would be necessary or expe- 
dient to insist or be much intent upon the external and con- 
fessedly circumstantial matters, if any establishment were to 
be promoted ; for, (4.) as the truly excellent rules which our 
most venerable reformers proposed to themselves, carried 
them into such a method of publick worship and discipline 
as is happily established in England, as being in the best 
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manner suited to the times and circumstances, that there bad 
been, were and are, so it is with the humblest deference sug- 
gested, whether considering the vastly different circumstances 
of these places and times, the same rules would not lead to 
methods in several things differing as to circumstantial mat- 
ters, if the reformation and propagation of religion were to 
be carried into an establishment in these countries ? And, 
therefore, (5.) might there not be projected some such a com- 
prehension suited to these countries, as was endeavoured by 
many in England in King William's time; according to 
which, many things as .they now stand might be enjoined, 
viz., such as are of the greatest importance in themselves, 
and will be the most easily admitted, and some things a little 
altered to suit the present circumstances, and other things, 
which are of less importance and most objected against, only 
recommended? And (6.) lastly, is it impossible for the 
English Dominions in America to be provided for with one 
or two Bishops, and those subject to the Lord Bishop of 
London as Archbishop of the Plantations abroad ; and is 
there no way to provide revenues, (though they were but 
small,) compared with those in England ? Would not £400 or 
£600 sterling per annum a-piece, or, rather than fail, £300, 
enable them, in some good measure, to answer the ends of 
their sacred functions ; and is it impossible that such a pro- 
vision might be made without breaking in upon the interest 
of the governors and governments as they now stand? 
Though, indeed, it would be much happier for the Church, 
especially unless we had a Bishop, if the charters were 
taken away ; and most people begin to think, since they have 
got into such a wretched, mobbish way of management, that 
it would be best for the people themselves. 

K some such things as these could be accomplished, as the 
present situation of things here renders it now a very suita- 
ble juncture for something to be done, so it would be a truly 
great xjharity to the souls of men, and it is hard indeed if we 
must forever despair of such happiness. 
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CONNBOTKITJT — 1788. 166 



yaw. i/K Oaner to the Seer€iary.^£xim€i,] 

Favrfidd^ New-England^ SepU 18^A, 1783. 

Sir, 

I hope it will be some satisfaction to the honourable Socie- 
ty to be informed that the spirit and temper of the people, 
formerly so hot against ns, very much abatefe, and that they 
begin to treat us in a much more friendly manner tlian they 
were wont ; this good disposition, I hope, by God's assist- 
ance, to cultivate and improve to beneficial effects. I have 
the half year past baptised ten infants? and one adult, and re- 
ceived seven new communicants, the whole number of which 
is now seventy-eight. The state of my Church in general is 
indeed much more promising than in time past ; some diffi- 
culties, it is true, we still labour under, but which time and 
industry will in great measure remove. 

I beg leave to subscribe myself, &c, 

H. Caneb. 



[iSrv, MTs Johnton to the Bishop of London,] 

Stratford^ in Ntw-England^ 

Decemh^ lOih, 1733. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship remembers that, in the year 1725, upon a 
representation made by the ministers of the Church in Bos- 
ton, t>f a design then on foot in that government of a council 
of their ministers, to meet by appointment of the General Ab- 
serably there, the Lords Justices were pleased, in a letter to 
the Lieutenant-Governor of that colony, to express their dis- 
approbation of any such proceedings, as implying an inva- 
sion of his Majesty's prerogative, and ordered him to forbid 
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any stich conncil of ministers to meet, and declare that it is 
not lawful for the clergy to meet as in a Synod, without au- 
thority from his Majesty. Now, my Lord, how far the case 
of this government differs from that, your Lordship will 
judge ; but I presumed you would not take it ill of me if I 
should lay before your Lordship any case of that nature that 
should occur here, and humbly submit it to your Lordship, 
whether it should deserve your notice ; and I am desired by 
several even of the dissenting ministers here to submit the 
vote and order of the Assembly, enclosed to your Lordship's 
perusal. 

I humbly thank your Lordship for your interest with the 
honourable Society for settling a school in this place, and 
likewise in behalf of Mr. Pierson and Mr. Brown, who are 
returned back to their native country, full of a grateful sense 
of your Lordship's and the Society's goodness to them ; and, 
I doubt not but they will be very useful in promoting the 
ends of the Society in the places for which they are ap- 
pointed. 

I beg leave, also, to inform your Lordship, that the grow- 
ing confusion among the Dissenters in these parts very much 
tends, among other means, to put thinking and serious persons 
upon coming over to the Church. Among others there are 
two or three very worthy young ministers in this colony 
who, I have reason to believe, from no other reason than the 
love of truth and order, and a sense of duty, will, in a little 
time, declare for us, and two of them especially have hopes 
that the most of their congregations will conform with them. 
One of them is one Mr. Arnold, who succeeded me at West- 
Haven, near the College, where I preach once a quarter. 

If they can't be admitted to the Society's service in holy 
orders, which they would earnestly desire, they will do what 
good they can in a lay capacity; but as they would be glad 
to be employed by the Society, if it be practicable to have 
new miBsions, bo I have writteu to the Secretary to know 
whether any encouragement could be had for them to go 
over with such a view. Indeed, there are daily growing and 
pressing occasions in many parts of these plantations for new 
missions and missionaries, and I wish to God the Society's 
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abilities to provide for them might increase in proportion as 
they do. 

I am, may it please your Lordship, your Lordship's most 
obedient, most dutiful son and servant, 

Samuel Johnson. 



[!7%tf Clergy of ConMdicut to tlis Bishop of London, ] 

JFbirfieldj in Connecticut^ 

March Uth, 1733-4:. 

May it please your Lordship, 

It is with great pleasure that we see the success of our la- 
bours in the frequent conversions of dissenting teachers in 
this country, and the good disposition toward the excellent 
constitution of our Church, growing up among the people 
wherever the honourable Society have established their mis- 
sions. Sundry other of their teachers are likely to appear 
for the Church, and two very honest and ingenuous men have 
declared themselves this winter, one of which is Mr. Ebenezer 
Punderson, the bearer hereof, who being bound to England 
with design to apply himself to your Lordship and the hon- 
ourable Society for holy orders and a mission, we humbly 
beg leave to lay before your Lordship our recommendation 
of this worthy gentleman. He has been for above four years 
a settled minister in the dissenting way to a parish near 
New-London, called New-Groton; and as he has a good 
prospect that a considerable number of that parish will con- 
form to the Church with him, he has a solicitous desire to 
return back in holy orders to that people with whom he has 
so long dwelt, and among whom he is greatly respected. 

As to the circumstances of his people, our distance from 
them renders us incapable of saying any thing further of 
them ; but as to the gentleman himself, we have well known 
him for at least seven years, are able, with truth, to assure 
your Lordship, that he has always been remarked for a per- 
son of good parts, earnestly inquisitive after truth, and inde- 
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fatigably Btndious in the pursuit of it ; that he has read many 
of the best of our English divines ; and has made as great a 
proficiency in learning as can be expected from his age and 
circumstances, and that he has ever been esteemed a sober, 
virtuous and devout person, and remarkable for his contempt 
of the world ; and we are persuaded that it is from a serious 
and impartial examination of things, and the sincere love of 
truth and sense of duty, that he has declared himself for our 
excellent Church and come over to our communion ; and he 
is sincerely well affected to the present government ; we hum- 
bly, therefore, beseech your Lordship he may be admitted to 
holy orders, and added to the number of our brethren, and 
remain, 

May it please your Lordship, 

Tour Lordship's servants, 

Samuel Johnson^ 
J. Wetmore, 
H. Oaneb, 
Isaac Esowke. 



[Sev, Mr, Seabury to the Secretary, ^MUraet.l 

NefW'London^ March SOthj 1T34. 

Keverend Sir, 

These wait upon the honourable Society by the hands of 
Mr. Ebenezer Punderson, who comes to make his application 
to my Lord Bishop of London and the Society for Fropagar 
tion of the Gospel in foreign parts, for orders and a mission. 
He hath been educated in Yale College, Connecticut, where 
I had a particular acquaintance with him^ and where he al- 
ways had the character of a sober person. About fi.ve years 
ago he was called to preach in the Presbyterian or Indepen- 
dent way, at Groton, near New-London, where he soon re- 
ceived ordination; but falling under doubts and scruples 
concerning their power of ordination and method of Church 
government, and, at the same time, acquainting himself 
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with the Chnrch of England, he found himself obliged, upon 
time and regular conviction, to embrace her communion, and 
thereupon he laid down his ministry in which he was settled 
to good advantage ; but a considerable number of the people 
of that place being also convinced of the reasonableness and 
necessity of Church Communion, and having strong affection 
foi" the person of Mr. Punderson, on account of his abilities 
and pious, exemplary life, have been very solicitous with bim 
to make his application to the honourable Society for Propa- 
gation of the Gospel in foreign parts for a mission to that 
place. In testimony of which, they have signed a desire or 
petition to the honourable Society, with the promise of con- 
tributing a certain sum considerably to his support and 
maintenance, and it is most probable that many more will 
conform to the Church of England upon better knowledge of 
it and acquaintance with it. 



[Bev, Mr, Seach to the Secretary, '\ 

Newtown^ in Connecticutj 

August 7th^ 1735. 

EeverendSir, 

I think it my auty to acquaint the venerable Society with 
the present state of my parish, although the alteration since 
my last has not been very considerable. I have baptised 
twenty-nine children and admitted twenty-five persons more 
to the communion, so that the number of our communion 
now at Newtown, Reading, and the places adjacent, is ninety- 
five. I preach frequently and administer the Sacrament at 
Eidgefield, being about eighteen miles distance from the 
place where I dwell, where there are about fourteen or eigh- 
teen families of very serious and religious people, who have 
a just esteem of the Church of England, and are very de- 
sirous to have the opportunity of worshipping God in that 
way. I have constantly preached, 0"e Sunday at Newtown, 
and the other at Eea^iing ; and after I have i)reached at Head- 
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ing in the day-time, I perform divine service and preach at 
Newtown in the evening ; and although I have not that buc- 
cess I could wish for, yet I do, and hope I always shall, 
faithfully endeavour (as far as my poor ability will allow) to 
promote that good work, that the venerable Society sent and 
maintained me for. 

I am, Reverend Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

John Beach. 



[iSSev. Mr, Sedbury io the Secretary J\ 

New-London^ August 22 J, 1736. 

Reverend Sir, 

By this opportunity, for which I have long waited, (other- 
wise my accounts of the year past would have come much 
earlier,) I have the satisfaction of informing the honourable 
Society that my congregation increaseth ; that there are one 
hundred people commonly attending divine service in the 
summer season, which is double the number that attended 
constantly at my first coming ; that I have had seven new 
communicants, and baptised thirteen infants the year past ; 
and beside my attendance of the Church at New-London, I 
have always, from the beginning of my mission, preached at 
Norwich, a town about fourteen miles from New-London, 
three times a year, until it was put under the care of the 
Eev. Mr. Punderson ; and sundry times have preached lec- 
tures at North Groton ; and during the absence of the Eev. 
Mr. Punderson, in his voyage to England for orders and a 
mission, I preached there once a month on Sundays, by con- 
sent of the Church at New-London, and in this instant, Au- 
gust, I preached at Windham, a place about twenty-six miles 
from New-London, to a congregation of eighty people, of 
whom some stayed sundry hours with me after sermon was 
over, and were desirous to be informed concerning the Church 
of England ; and upon my conversing with them they con- 
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fessed that the Ohtirch had beeu sadly misrepresented, and 
that they should have a more favourable opinion of it for the 
future, and desired that I would come again ; and in justice 
to the members of the Church of England, in New-London, 
I am obliged to observe that they treat me with great respect 
and affection, and are very just in paying me the value of 
their promised subscriptions, which I receive by way of con- 
tribution every Sunday after evening service, and I must 
own further, that the dissenting party also are very civil and 
obliging to me. 

But though the Church at New-London hath increased, 
yet it hath met with great losses and disadvantages, of which 
the honourable Society will be sensible when I assure them 
that there is not one man of any considerable estate or cir- 
cumstances remaining in the Church at New-London, who 
first requested the Society for a minister. The worthy Mr. 
Stackmaple, who laboured with abundance of zeal, and freely 
contributed his estate to the erecting of the Church, is since 
dead ; he was a gentleman of great charity and virtue, and 
was the collector of his Majesty's customs in this colony. 
The honourable Major Merritt, who hath subscribed £50 
toward the building of the Church, is since dead. The hon- 
ourable Major Pryor, who gave £100 to the building of the 
Church, is since removed, and of the common people, who 
were the -first petitioners to the Society, Mr. Jarrard Peel, 
Mr. Daniel Apley, Mr. Samuel Fairbank, are dead ; and Mr. 
Thomas Mumford, Mr. James Packer, Mr. Giles Goddard, 
Mr. Thomas Eldridge, Mr. Joseph Latham, who are all men 
of good estates, dweUing in South Groton, are put into the 
Eev. Mr. Punderson's parish in North Groton, though they 
ever looked on themselves to belong to the Church at New- 
London, as is evident from there being three of them always 
chosen of the vestry of New-London ; and they have always 
boen at equal charges with those living at New-London 
Church, and not at North Groton, and are much nearer to 
Church at New-London, South Groton being parted from 
New-London only by a river half a mile wide ; and the hon- 
ourable Society, I humbly conceive, were moved to place 
South Groton in Mr. Punderson's mission at his request and 

11 
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representation of the case only, for the people never requested 
it nor expected it, and still attend oftenest at the Church at 
New-London. 

But notwithstanding these losses and disadvantages, the 
Church at New-London grows, and I trust will grow and in- 
crease, by the blessing of Divine Providence and the coun- 
tenance and charity of your honourable Corporation. And 
I can assure the honourable Society, that my utmost diligence 
is employed in their service, and that I shall always embrace 
every opportunity of enlarging the influence of their exten- 
sive Church. 

I am, Keverend Sir, 

Yours and the honourable Society's 

Most obedient and most humble servant, 

Sam'l Seabijby. 



[Mev* Mr, Seabury to the Secretary,] 

JVeW'Zondon^ in New-Englandy 

Augmt ll^A, 1786, 

Eeverend Sir, 

You will receive the trouble of this to acquaint the hon* 
ourable Society of my success in promoting their designs, 
which hath been something remarkable at Hebron, an in- 
land town in this colony, about thirty miles distance from 
New-London. Some of the inhabitants of that place, about 
the 20th of January last, desired me to preach among them, 
which I did to a numerous congregation, who attended the 
service of the common prayers with great seriousness ; and 
when the service was concluded, there stayed of the company 
about thirty or forty persons, inquiring concerning the 
Church of England, and proposing the vulgar objections 
against it, beside many others which were raised entirely 
from falsehoods, and had no shadow of truth to support 
them ; to all which I answered them with truth, and the best 
reasons and arguments that my understanding and know- 
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ledge could suggest, and in this manner I conversed with 
them at least four hours, who, in fine, appeared very much 
surprised to find that they had always been very prejudiced 
with so many false notions about the Church ; wondering 
how men could leave its pious and holy communion, and, 
most of all, that any could have the conscience to load the 
established Church with so many odious and injurious slan- 
ders. 

They earnestly desired me to come again, and at their im- 
portunity I have visited them six times, twice of which hath 
been on Sundays. More than twenty families there and in 
some neighbouring places do embrace the Church ; and when 
I was last there, which was on the first day of this instant, 
August, I administered the Sacrament to fourteen commimi- 
cants. 

They are very desirous of a missionary, but defer offering 
any petition to the Society for Propagating the Gospel, hav- 
ing been informed that the Society are not in a condition at 
present to establish any new missions ; but they have impor- 
tuned me to visit them, and administer the Sacrament among 
them, four times a year, to which I have given them encour- 
agement, till I could inform the honourable Society and receive 
their commands. 

As to the Church in New-London, it continueth in nearly 
the same state as when 1 wrote last, which is about last Sep- 
tember, since which I have baptised nine, of whom one was 
adult, and the communicants are seventeen. 

The people here continue to treat me in a very handsome 
manner, and annually do something more than make good 
their obligations in contributing to my support. 

Reverend Sir, your. 

And the honourable Society's most dutiful 

And most obedient servant, 

Sam'l Seabttky. 
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[Sev. Mr, Beach id the Secretary.— -Extract.'] 

Newtown^ in N&w-Englcmd^ 

September 8^A, 1736. 

Reverend Sir, 

Since my last I have baptised twenty-five children and five 
adults, and have admitted to the communion two persons 
more ; the whole number of my communicants is now one 
hundred and five ; but by reason of our people living very 
distant from each other, I seldom have more than fifty com- 
municants together at once, and for that reason I administer 
that Sacrament every other Sunday. I have lately, upon the 
repeated invitations of the people of Newark, in New-Jersey, 
visited them. I performed divine service two Sundays, and 
had about three or four hundred hearers ; they appeared very 
desirous of having a minister of the Church of England set- 
tled among them, and are now about sending a memorial, to 
the venerable Society for that end, and have earnestly de- 
sired me to certify that honourable Board of my willingness 
to be removed, if they see fit to erect a mission, and remove 
me thither. 

Thereupon, I thought it my duty to acquaint that honour- 
able body that I am perfectly contented with my present 
condition, and should have no inclination to remove if I did 
not think that I could do much more good there than I can 
in this parish ; and that within a little time there will be, it 
is probable, at Newark, the largest congregation within two 
hundred miles ; and it is very likely they will soon be able 
to maintain a minister without any assistance, though at 
present they cannot well do it ; but in this I entirely submit 
to the wisdom of th^ venerable Society, 

And am, Eeverend Sir, 

Tour most humble servant, 

John Beach. 
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[Bev, M*, Comer to the Secretary J] 

Favifieldj in New-England^ 

IZth 8&ptemler^ 1736. 

Reverend Sir, 

la a letter by the Rev. Mr. MeSparran, I acquainted the 
honourable Society of my safe arrival in New-England ; since 
then I have so good a state of health as to be capable of 
serving my parish in a constant way. The professors of the 
Church of England here increase in numbers and seriousness. 

The Dissenters among us are busily employed in examining 
into the conduct of the missionaries in order to have whereof 
to accuse us ; some instances, misinterpreted, I understand 
they pitch upon. I trust they will not find any instance in 
my conduct to make the foundation of a complaint. I am 
not conscious that I have laid myself open to misinterpreta- 
tion, and as to real misconduct, I defy them ; however, as 
they seem resolved to make thorough work, if any complaint 
of this nature should come before the honourable Society, I 
beg I may have notice of it, and an opportunity to vindicate 
myself from any such aspersions. I hope, when we are suf- 
ficiently sifted and tried, we shall come out purer and less ex- 
ceptionable. 

The particular state of my parish at this time the honour- 
able Society will find expressed in my noiitia parochicdia, 
imderwritten, to which I beg leave to refer. 

I am the honourable Society's 

Most dutiful and obedient, and. Sir, 

Tour most humble servant, 

Henby Oakeb* 
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[JS^. Mr, Arnold to th4 Secretary,] 

West JTaven^ in Connecticut^ 

SepUmber 22(f, 1736. 

Reverend Sir, 

I performed divine service last Sunday at Milford, one of the 
most considerable towns in Connecticut Colony, where the 
use of the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Command- 
ments, or the reading the Scripture in divine service, was 
never before known. There was a very numerous auditory, 
most attentive and desirous to be instructed in the worship of 
the Church of England ; but these who are looking towards 
the Church are commonly the poorer sort of people ; for the 
staff of government being in the hands of the Dissenters, who 
rule the Church with an iron rod, those who receive honour 
one of another set themselves at a distance, and allow their 
rage and revenge to increase in proportion to the increase of 
the Church. That God, in mercy to our land, may continue 
and prosper that honourable Society, is, and shall be the fer- 
vent prayer of their, and your most obliged, devoted, humble 
servant, 

Jonathan Abnold. 



\Fr(ym the Clergy (^ Hfew^England to the Secretary*^£xtract,] 

Fairfidd^ in New-England^ 

March 29th^ 1739. 

Reverend Sir, 

Notwithstanding it has once and again been declared by 
the Attorney and Solicitor-General, (and approved of by the 
Lords Justices in their letter to the Lieutenant-Oovemor of 
Boston, dated October 7th, 1725,) that there is no establish- 
ment of any religion in these colonies, nor can be without 
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his most sacred Majesty's explicit consent ; yet this govern- 
ment haro taken upon them to make an establishment of the 
Congregational way, (as they call it,) appears by several acts 
in their printed law book, and do act as an establishment, 
and to treat the Church of England as Dissenters. They 
have, indeed, made a law by which they pretended to exempt 
the people of the Church of England from paying to the 
support of their ministers and the building of their meeting- 
houses, but they have contrived several methods to elude it. 

2. Among which, a principal contrivance is to make cer- 
tain funds in each town to be let out to use for raising the 
salaries of their ministers, without any tax upon the people. 
This first began at Fairfield, by the sale of certain lands, se- 
questered by the proprietors of that town for the support of 
the ministry, the money arising from which sale they divided 
to each parish according to their propriety, only excluding 
the members of the Church of England in each parish from 
any share or benefit in this sale, though there were many of 
them as considerable proprietors as any of those who were 
admitted to enjoy it. And the success with which this un- 
just action was attended has put them upon much the same 
measures throughout the colony ; and one means of making 
such funds is by the sale of seven new townships of common 
lands belonging to this goveftiment, wherein (as we appre- 
hend) the people of the Church of England have equally a 
right, according to their proportion, with the rest of the peo- 
ple of the government ; and the money arising from the sale 
of these lands they have appropriated either to the schools, 
or to what they call the established ministry of this govern- 
ment, at the election of the several towns, (as will appear by 
their printed acts to this purpose,) so that, according to their 
sense of their law, we of the Church of England are exoluded 
from any benefit of that sale. 

Another of these devices for raising of the above mentioned 
funds has been by a bill, (not yet indeed passed into an act, 
though we have reason to believe the design is not yet laid 
aside,) to appropriate the loan of their last commission of 
£50,000 of bills of credit to that purpose. 

To prevent these proceedings, the people of our Church 
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have laid an humble address before the General Assembly, 
signed by more than six hundred and thirty males above six- 
teen 3;ears old, (and the number could liave amounted to 
above seven hundred if all would have had opportunity to 
sign,) praying that they might have their proportion of these 
public moneys toward the support of their ministers ; but they 
have been pleased in their last Assembly to negative that 
petition, so that our people can expect no favour or justice 
from our government in this regard, and beg of us to lay their 
oppressed state before the Society. 

8. Another grievance that we have to complain of is, the 
case of sundry people (to the number of fifty families) in the 
westernmost parts of this colony, chiefly belonging to Horse- 
neck and Stamford, living so near to the Parish Church of Eye, 
as that they can and do attend upon the ministrations of the 
Keverend Mr. Wetmore, who also does frequently oflBciate 
among them, to which he was requested by their joint appli- 
cation to him. When, according to the tenor of the above- 
mentioned act, he demanded his due proportion of the tax, 
viz., what was paid by the professors of the Church of Eng- 
land, payment was refused ; upon which he commenced an 
action against the collector, which went through the courts 
and was finally lost. The people, perceiving themselves 
destitute of any hopes of relief in a course of law, applied 
themselves in an humble address to the General Assembly, 
praying for a redress of this grievance, which address was set 
aside, and nothing was done for their relief; so that they, 
and all others living but a few miles from any Church of 
England, whatever care and pains the minister may take in 
visiting and administering to them, shall, notwithstanding 
the said act, be obliged to pay to the support of dissenting 
ministers, unless relief can be obtained from home. 

4. That we may be as little tedious as possible, we will 
pass by several other instances whereby they have endea- 
voured to elude the act they had made in our favour, and 
proceed lastly to lay before the Society the case of the Eev. 
Mr. Arnold, which is as follows : William Greyson, of Lon- 
don, Esq., made a donation of a piece of land in New-Haven 
to him, as trustee for the Church of England, to build a 
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Chnrch on, and when he went to take possession and make 
improvement of said land by ploughing the same, ho was 
opposed by a great number of people, being resolute that no 
Church should be built there, who, in a riotous and tumul- 
tuous manner, being (as we have good reason to believe) put 
upon it by some in authority, and of thechief men in the town, 
beat his cattle and abused his servants, threatening both his 
and their lives to that degree, that he was obliged to quit 
the field. And though he made presentment against sundry 
of them, for breach of the peace, to the civil authority, yet 
they refuse to take cognizance of it, and so he could obtain 
no relief. 

We beg leave to subscribe ourselves, Eeverend Sir, the 
venerable Society's and your most humble and most obedient 
servants, 

Samuel Seabuby, Sam'l Johnson, 

Eben'b Pxjndeeson, J. Wetmore, 

JoNA. Abnold, Henbt Canbe, 

John Beach. 



[Sev, Mr, Punderson to the Secretary, — J^xtract} 

GrotoHj June ISthj 1739. 

Eeverend Sir, 

There is not any more considerable alteration in the par- 
ishes under my care than that of the spirit and temper of our 
dissenting brethren, many of which, from being revilers and 
haters of our Church, are brought to have a good opinion of 
it, and occasionally attend our worship. I believe that at 
the last Christmas, and upon a Lord's day since, there met in 
our Church upwards of four hundred persons who behaved 
soberly and devoutly, many of which had been our bitterest 
enemies, which to me is an unspeakable comfort. Upon the 
earnest desire of a considerable number, I liave made a jour- 
ney to Middletown, about forty miles from my home, and 
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preached to a sober body of people, near one hundred, two 
of which have smce come and joined themselves to our com- 
munion. 

Eeverend Sir, I am, 
Yours, and the Society's most obedient servant, 

Eben'b FuNDEBSOSr. 



[JSto, Mr. Beach to the Seeretarjf.-^Miiraet,'} 

Newtovm^ August 24^A, 1739. 

Reverend Sir, 

I have been here almost seven years, and have baptised 
one hundred and sixty-four, of which thirteen are adults, and 
have one hundred and twenty-three communicants, but they 
live so far distant from each other, that commonly I can ad- 
minister to no more than about fifty at once, which occasions 
my administering it the more frequently ; and, though I meet 
with many discouragements, yet I have this satisfaction, that 
all my communicants (one or two excepted) do adorn their 
profession by a sober, righteous and godly life. 

I am, Reverend Sir, 

Tour very humble servant, 

John Beach. 



[From the Clergy of UTew-Ungland to the Seeretary^^Uxtract.l 

NeW'London^ May 4tthy 1740. 

Reverend Sir, 

We, the Clergy of New-England, convened at New-Lon- 
don, beg leave to represent to the honourable Society the 
state of a considerable congregation of the Church of Eng- 
land settled at Hopkinston and the parts adjacent This town 
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has "been fof some years a place of resort to seva^al creditable 
families of Conformists, whose inclination or employment 
has caused them to remove from Boston into the country, to 
whom many of the old inhabitants, both of the Church cmd 
dissenting persuasions, hare united themselves in promoting 
the Episcopal Church, being induced thereto by la monthly 
lecture preached «mong them, and 6ome encouragement they 
Jreceived of being recommended to the Society's favour ; there 
is likewise a probability of a large increase by the addition 
of many others who have purchased farms in the same town, 
60 as to possess near a third part of the township, in order to 
settle themselves or children thereon, provided they can enjoy 
a constant public worship of the Church of England, and 
procure some assistance toward the support of an Episcopal 
minister to reside with them, which they express an earnest 
desire of, and a readiness to contribute to the Utmost of their 
ability towards his comfortable subsistence. 

We are the honourable Society^s, 

And, Eeverend Sir, 

Your most humble servants, 

Aeth. Bbowne, Johk ITsheb, 

Sam'l Skabtiet» Heney Caneb, 

John Beach, Rogeb Price, 

Eben'b Pundeeson, James Hok^eyman, 

Sam'l Joensoj^ James MacSpasban 



^Sev* Mf\ Morris to the SeerUary^^-MetrucL.^ 

West Hwoen^ Septemher IZih^ 174(X 

Beverend Sir, 

I was received by the Church people with no small pleas- 
ure, for, upon Mr. Arnold leaving them, they seemed to 
despair of having another to succeed him ; beside, the Dis- 
senters used to boast and affirm confidently that the Society 
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would never send here another missionary, "wliieli was Bome 
mortification to them, who are a people indeed not to be 
despised, and are ready enough to express their gratitude. 
I must further say of them, that they are the most versed in 
casuistry of any people I ever met ; I mean of those that can 
only read English. The Archbishop of Canterbury's Treatise 
on Church Government, and the late Archbishop of Dublin's 
Collection of Cases, with several other books, have been read 
here to good purpose, and what they are further to be valued 
for is, that their conforming to the Church has exposed them 
to many inconveniences and oppression from the Dissenters. 
I have two warrants by me, granted before my time, to take 
up two men in Waterbury for not frequenting their meetings ; 
and when one of them offered to give his reasons why he 
could not go to their extempore prayers, he was silenced and 
ordered to prison, or pay his fine ; two more in North Haven 
were some time in jail before my arrival, for not paying their 
rates to the dissenting teachers, which is contrary to a law 
made here in our flavour, (as I am informed,) at a time when 
they were apprehensive of losing their charter. The governor 
of this colony is elected yearly, and one Williams, who was 
lately rector of the Seminary in New-Haven, quitted that 
office with a view to be elected governor next year ; but if he 
succeeds, we are likely to have a troublesome neighbour. 

Though there be some hot spirits among the Dissenters^ 
especially their teachers and those in power, yet there are 
many others more moderate, and who seem well affected to 
our Church, and are apt to frequent it. 

Should I give you an account of the geography of mj% 
mission, you would find it large enough for a Diocese ; but I 
would not be understood to mean this by way of complaint 
of the difficulty and length of the roads; and if I may be 
allowed to complain of any thing, it must be of the wretched 
fanaticism that runs so high in this country, and a body 
would be apt to think higher than it did in England in 
Cromwell's tune, which does not so well suit one of my com- 
plexion ; yet I have been serviceable in the Church, and will 
endeavour to be more so. 

I have been informed since I came here, that the Dissenters 
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in North Haven have obliged the Church people to contrib- 
ute towards building a meeting-house, and sent one poor 
fellow to jail who was not in a capacity to pay his cess; 
however, this may be contrary to law here, yet it is found, 
by repeated experience, that a poor Churchman can expect 
no redress in any court here. 

I am, Reverend Sir, 
Your most obliged and very obedient servant, 

Theo. Moekis. 
0(3fo&»* 28thj 1740. 



[Beo, Mr, Johnson to ike Secretary,— Extract.] 

Stratford, in N. JK, N(yo. IQtk, 1740. 

Reverend Sir, 

As to the complaint we designed to lay before the Society 
about the money arising from the sale of the seven new 
townships, the event is that, rather than the Church should 
have any share in it, the last Assembly have repealed the 
act that vested in the several dissenting ministers their divi- 
dends of it, exclusive of the Church, so that now, by a former 
act, it belongs to the schools, though I imagine they yet have 
some contrivance to exclude us from any advantage from it ; 
for the increase of the Church in this country is very dis- 
pleasing to those at the helm, and disposes them to distress 
us in all the ways they <5an, and particularly by so explain- 
ing the law, in their execution of it, as to oblige many of our 
people to pay their public dues to the support of their minis- 
ters and building their meeting-houses, if they happen to live 
at such a distance from our Churches as renders a constant 
attendance impracticable, by which means some of them 
have been hauled to jail, and there been forced to abide 'till 
they paid the utmost ferthing. This has been the case with 
some people at a village called Cheshire, who have lately 
ecmiphuned to me ; and this is threatened and doubtless will 
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be shortly executed upon the people of another village ealled 
Scotland, belonging to Simsbury, a town sixty miles north- 
ward. 

I am, Beverend Sir, 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 

Sam'l JOHKSONa 



[Hev. Mr^ Punderson to the JSUhop of Iiondotik,\ 

-ZT. Grotony 12iCA Deo.y lUl. 

My Lord, 

The duties and labours of iny mission are exceedingly 
increased by the surprising enthusiama that rage among 
us, the centre of which is the place of my residence, a 
short account of which I shall trouble your Lordship with. 
Since Mr. Whitefield has been in this country, there has. 
been a great numbep of vagrant preachers^ the most re- 
markable of which is Mr. Davenport, of Long Island, who 
came to New-London in July, pronounced your ministers 
unconverted, and, by lus boisterous behaviour and vehement 
crying, " Come to Christ," many were stmohy as the phrase 
is, and made the most terrible and affecting noisOj that was 
heard a mile from the place. He came to this Society, aeted 
in the same manner five days, was followed by innumerable 
[people;] some could not endure the house, saying that it 
seemed to them more like the infernal regions, than the place 
of worshipping the God of Heaven ; many, after the amazing 
horror and distress that seized them, received comfort^ (as 
they term it,) and five or six of these young men in this So- 
ciety are continually going about, especially in the night, 
converting, as they call it, their fellow men ; two of these act 
as their ministel^, and they ftflSrm, converted above two 
hundred in an Irish town about twenty miles back in the 
country. Their meetings are almost every night in this and 
the neighbouring parishes, and the most astonishing effects 
attend them : screechings, faintings^ convulsions^ visions<| ap» 
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parent death for twenty or thirty hours, actual possession 
with evil epirits, as they own themselves. The spirit in all is 
remarkably bitter against the Church of England. Two wha 
were " struck," and proceeded in this way of exhorting and 
praying, until actually possessed, came to me, asked the same 
questions : " Are you born again ?'' — " Have you the witness 
of the Spirit ?" &c., as they all do ; used the same texts of 
Scripture ; taught the same doctrines; called me Beelzebub, 
the prince of devils; and, in their possession, burnt about 
£1,200. They have since been to me, asked my forgiveness, 
and bless Ood that He has restored them to the spirit of a 
sound mind. There are at least twenty or thirty of these lay 
holders-forth, within ten miles of my house, who hold their 
meetings every night in the week in some place or other, ex- 
cepting Saturday night, and incredible pains are taken to 
seduce and draw away the members of my Church; but, 
blessed be God, we still rather increase. 

I am, my Lord, 

Tour obedient servant, 

Ebbn'r Pundeeson, 



IBev* M'm Morris to the Secretary/,'] 

Derby ^ June 20<A, 1741. 

Eeverend Sir, 

Since I wrote before, I made it my business to be further 
acquainted with the people, especially the Dissenters, many 
of whom I found, on my travel, well affected to our worship, 
and ready to conform, had they an opportunity of a Church 
at a reasonable distance. Others, I have heard since, object 
to their not being attended as often as they could wish. This 
proves too strong an objection among weaker people, where 
dissenting teachers are so numerous. There are others who, 
in their private conversations, profess a great liking for the 
Church, will readily own what they cannot be reconciled to 
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in the DisBenters' scheme, especially the sort of ordination 
first set up in this country ; and though they may be brought to 
approve our liturgy, notwithstanding all the industry of their 
teachers, yet, as they are men who have little places and 
employments, or obtain hopes of having them, they will not 
easily be persuaded to conform. This last diflScnlty is the 
greatest I have met with ; indeed, the governing party, who 
are the most violent, seem to be a little more moderate than 
they have been, but their moderation is owing to their being 
afraid of England. I have lately been at Simsbury, where I 
found about thirty females of our communion ; they are in 
hopes of having a minister at last, and have accordingly pre- 
pared some timber to build a Church. I remitted their rates, 
, which amount to about fifty pounds of this currency, to help 
them forward with the building. I do not mention this as 
an act of generosity, for, however I may have a right to pro- 
tect them from the Dissenters, I think I ought not to apply 
their money to my own use, since they are too remote to 
be visited above twice a year at most, considering how 
many parishes I have beside to attend, and, indeed, remote 
enough from one another. I urged upon my brethren at the 
Convention to assist me in attending Simsbury, which some 
consented to do, so that they can be served now eight times 
a year, and this, I hope, will keep them in heart. 

I have taken another Church into my care at "Wallingford, 
which consists of twelve families. I engaged to attend them 
once a quarter, which they seem to be satisfied with, for they 
knpw it is as much as I can do for them. I procured Mr. 
Thtoison, whom I mentioned before, to officiate every Sun- 
day iKfomo one parish in my absence, and as his prudence 
and dis%*etion have rendered him entirely agreeable to the 
people, he proves very serviceable to me. 

I must further acquaint you that, in many places, there are 
some undivided lands laid out for the use of the ministry ; 
and those of the Church party who are proprietors think it 
reasonable their proportion should be appropriated to the use 
of their minister, and are ready enough to engage in a lav?- 
suit if there was hopes of success in England ; indeed, if Dr. 
McSparran gain his cause, it will pave the way to do the 
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Chnrch a very considerable service.* Since I came to this 
mission there have been added to our communion eight per- 
sons, four of whom conformed lately ; six more have con- 
formed, but have not been yet at the Sacrament. This, Sir, 
is all I have to add to my first letter, dated last September, 
and which I hope has not miscarried. 

I am, Keverend Sir, your most obliged 

And very obedient servant, 

Theo. Morris. 



\£ev, Mr, Punderton to the Secretary, — Uxtract."] 

N. Oroton^ ^Oih December^ 1741. 
Reverend Sir, 

I would inform the venerable Society, &c., that enthu- 
siasm exceedingly rages in the parts under my care, but es- 
pecially in this ; the most amazing screechings, screamings, 
faintings, convulsions and visions attend it, and are made the 
inseparable marks of conversion and the new birth ; and two 
persons in this parish have been so wonderfully wrought 
upon in this manner as to become actually possessed by a 
devil, as all grant ; and one of them who, by the good provi- 
dence of God, is restored to the use of reason, confesses the 
Spirit, in these demoniacs and enthusiasts, is extremely vio- 
lent against the established Church ; and both I and all un- 
der my care are declared both by teacher and people to be 
unconverted, and going straight down to hell. 'Tis amazing 
how this wild scene prevails, and how it will end God only 
knows. It increases my labours to that degree, that I can 
scarce spend a whole day in my study or family. I have 
twice been desired to preach to a large congregation of 
Seventh-day Baptists, in "Westerly, and complied with their 
desires. 

I am yours, and the honourable Society's 

Eeal friend and servant, 

Eben's Pundeeson. 

* Br. McSparran was then engaged in prosecuting a suit he had brought for 
the recovery of certwn lands in Narra^ansett, which ho claimed in behalf of the 
Church. The Ehode Island Documents will furnish the history of this proceeding. 

12 
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IJSev, M** ^nderaon to the JSeoretar^.^Mctrad.] 

iT. Cfrotarh March 80th^ 1742. 

Eeverend Sir, 

There never was more pressing need of good books among 
ns than in this astonishing season, in which the wildest enthu- 
siasm and superstition prevail ; and it is attended with the 
most bitter fruits of uncharitableness and spiritual pride, an 
instance or two of which I shall trouble the honourable 
Society with. Some time since, immediately after I had 
preached a sermon in Norwich, one of these enthusiasts came 
to me and demanded my experience ; (which is very com- 
mon ;) his request being denied, he pronounced me uncon- 
verted, and, not only going myself, but leading all under my 
charge, down to hell. Soon after, he was attended with a 
dumb spirit, and uttered nothing for five or six days, except 
two or three blasphemous expressions, viz.. Go tell the breth- 
ren I am risen ; at another time. Suffer little children to 
come unto me, &c. There also came another of these ex- 
horters (as they are called here) to my house, attended by 
many ; declared me as upright and as exemplary a person as 
any he knew in the world, yet he knew I was unconverted, 
and leading my people down to hell ; he aflSrmed that he was 
sent with a message from God, and felt the Spirit upon him, 
&c. ; he seemed sincere. Soon after, Mr. Croswell, the dis* 
senting teacher in this parish, with two attendants, came 
singing to my house, pronounced me unconverted, yet, at 
the time, declared that he did not know me guilty of any 
crime. I assured him that, in my opinion, it was a greater 
crime for him thus to murder my soul, usefulness and repu- 
tation in the world, than for me to attempt his natural life; 
and that he certainly must be a worse man, thus, in cool 
blood and under a religious pretence, to pronounce damnation 
against me, than for a common swearer to say to another 
" God damn you ;" since this he is not so fierce as before. 
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At the first rise of this enchanting delusion, I was nnder 
melancholy apprehensions that the infant Church of England, 
in this and the adjacent places, would be crushed, those being 
the centre of the religious delirium ; some have gone after it, 
but more been added, and I am more and more convinced of 
the promise of our blessed Lord, that the gates of hell shall 
never prevail, &c. My labours abundantly increase, and I 
have scarce been at home a week together the past winter ; 
sometimes I preach two or three sermons a week, beside 
constantly on the Lord's-day, and I have good hope that my 
labour is not in vain. 

Your and the honourable Society's 

Eeal friend and servant, 

Eben'e Pundeeson. 



[£&v, Mr, Sealmry to the Secretary, ^JExtradJ] 

Nenjo-Londouy in New-England^ 

May 8dy 1742. 

Reverend Sir, 

I observe in the collection of papers aforesaid, page 37, 
order the 23d, a direction to the several missionaries to send 
an account of the founding and building the Churches in their 
respective parishes, and how the same have been supplied 
witib ministers, and also an account of the glebe, &c. Li 
compliance therewith, I state that, from the records of St. 
James' Church, at New-London, it appears that the said 
Church was built by subscription ; the first bears date June 
25th, 1725. That on the 27th of September following, seven 
of the members of the Church of England did, by an instru- 
ment under their hand, form themselves into a committee 
for the purchasing a convenient place in New-London, and 
for erecting and building a Church for the service of Al- 
mighty God, according to the liturgy of the Church of Eng- 
land as by law established ; that at the same meeting the 
Reverend Mr. McSparran, the Society's missionary at Narra- 
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gansett, was madeHreasnrer ; that on Jnne the 20fih, 1726, a 
carpenter was agreed with for a wood frame ; that on the 9th 
of August following the timber was brought to the ground ; 
on the first of October the frame was raised and completed, 
and on the 28th of November, 1727, the house was enclosed, 
glazed, the underfloor laid, a neat desk and pulpit finished, 
and in this state was the Church at New-London when I ar- 
rived there, December 9th, 1730, in the service of the hon- 
ourable Society. 

New-London is a small town, standing by a pleasant river 
about two miles from the sea, [sound,] the principal port of 
Connecticut colony, first settled by the Independents and a 
few Anabaptists and sort of Quaker Baptists. 

The first members of the Church of England who founded 
St. James' Church were either Europeans, not long settled 
here, or persons brought up in other colonies. The govern- 
ment here makes no provision for the Church, though they 
commonly grant large tracts of land in every town for 
the advantage of the Independents ; but the Church at New- 
London has neither glebe nor parsonage-house, and except a 
weekly contribution of its members for the use of the minis- 
ter, which amounts to about a crown sterling per week, it is 
wholly supported by the charity of the honourable Society. 

The sectaries here seem crumbling into more parties and 
divisions daily, branding each other with anathemas. The 
Church under my care remains steadfast. 

• Yours, and the honourable Society's 

Most humble and most obedient servant, 

Samuel Sejlbuby* 



[^ev, Mr, Caner to the Secretary,— Extract,] 

Fairfiddj NefiO-EngUmd^ Jvly Ist^ 1743. 

Reverend Sir, 

Enthusiam has made no progress at Fairfield, and the 
effects of it at Stamford, Norwalk, Eidgefield, &c., where it 
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has a large spread, has been the reconciling many sober, con- 
siderate people to the communion of our Church. In order 
to prevent as much as possible the spreading of enthusiastic 
principles, both now and hereafter, among us, I have applied 
myself closely to the duty of catechizing young and old who 
do not appear to Lave suflSciently digested the grounds of 
our most holy faith ; the catechumens, being divided into 
three classes, are examined and instructed, according to their 
several improvements, every Lord's-day after sermon, in the 
afternoon. 

The venerable Society's 

Most dutiful and obedient, and. Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

Henbt Caneb. 



[The Clergy of Connecticut to the Mskop of Zondon,] 

Fairfield^ in Connecticut^ 

August 24tthj 1742. 

May it please your Lordship, 

We, your Lordship's clergy of this Colony of Connecticut, 
humbly beg leave to lay before your Lordship the difficulties 
which at present affect us. The want of a Bishop to reside 
among us has been often mentioned as a very great obstruction 
to the propagatiion of religion in this remote part of the world ; 
and we take leave upon this occasion to renew our most hum- 
ble thanks, as for all your Lordship's good oflSces toward the 
Church in these plantations, so particularly for your kind at- 
tention to the several representations of this nature, which 
we have formerly made, and your sincere endeavours to 
obtain this advantage for us, and, since that could not be 
effected, for the kind provision your Lordship has made for 
us, as some remedy to this inconvenience, by appointing 
Commissaries among us under your Lordship's own special 
direction. But as the number of Clergy within this district 
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is considerably i^itlreased, since the appointment of a Commid- 
sary at Eoston, we humbly hope your Lordship will excuse 
us if wo presume to suggest^ with great submission^ whether 
it might not be highly expedient for your Lordship to ap- 
point a Commissary in this colony ; our distances from the 
Commissary at Boston is such as makes it impracticable 
for us to attend upon the yearly Convention, and, conse^ 
quently, to receive the benefit of that appointment* There 
are now fourteen Churches built and building, and seven 
Clergymen within this colony, and others daily called for ; 
the nearest of us about one hundred and twenty, and the 
most of us upward of two hundred miles from Boston ; and 
the charge of such a journey, yearly, is too considerable for 
our circumstances well to admit of. Beside, the absence 
from our parishes, which such a distance requires, proves 
oftentimes great prejudice to our people, not only from the 
want of publick worship, but likewise in regard they are 
liable to be seduced by the indefatigable endeavours of en- 
thusiastic teachers, who, since Mr. Whitefield's tour through 
this colony, have made an astonishing progress. 

We would not be thought to prescribe, and therefore be* 
speak your Lordship's candour, when We presume to men- 
tion the Reverend Mr. Johnson, of Stratford, as a person 
from whose ability, virtue and integrity we toight hope all 
the advantages which such an authority would enable him 
to derive to us, if your Lordship should think proper to be- 
stow this honour upon him. Your Lordship does not need 
to bo informed, and therefore we forbear to mention, the 
particular advantages to be enjoyed by the residence of a 
Commissary among us, especially at a time when enthusiasm, 
in its worst colors, is daily gaining ground. We flatter our- 
selves with hopes of your Lordship's pardon and indulgence 
on this point, and beg to assure your Lordship that we are, 

May it please your Lordship, 

Your Lordship^s obedient servants, 

Hekbt Cansh, John Beach, 

Samuel Seabubt, IEben'b Pitndebsok, 

Kicked Cakeb. 
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[^9. 2£r, JohMtyn, to the Bishop of londoni'^Metratii] 

Stratford^ in N&ijo-England^ 

Sefpt&mher 6thy 1742. 

May it please your Lofdsliip, 

This letter accompanies another to yonr Lordship from my 
brethren of the Clergy in this colony, wherein they humbly 
represent the necessity, or, at least, the great advantage of a 
Commissary to be resident among us, by reason of our great 
distance from Boston, which, at a medium, is between 150 
and 200 miles. 

On this occasion I humbly beg leave to join my voice with 
theirs to the same purpose, (for I do believe, with submission 
to your Lordship,) that it would be a very considerable 
means for the promoting the interests of religion and order 
among us ; especially considering how much the Church has 
increased here within these few years. When I came here 
there were not one hundred adult persons of the Church in 
this whole colony, whereas now there are considerably more 
than two thousand, and at least five or six thousand, young 
and old ; and, since the progress of this strange spirit of en- 
thusiasm, it seems daily very much increasing. 

My brethren have, indeed, done me the honour to mention 
my name to your Lordship. As to this, I beg leave to assure 
your Lordship that it is from their own motion, and not in the 
least owing to any influence of mine, that they have so done ; 
and that if your Lordship shall think it fit, at all, to appoint 
a Commissary in this colony, I shall be very well satisfied to 
submit to any other person whom your Lordship shall think 
proper to appoint to preside over us. 

May it please your Lordship, 

Tour Lordship's most dutiful 

And most obedient son and servant, 

SAKtTEL JOHHSOH. 
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[Bev. Mr, 8edbury to the Secretary, — JSxtract^l 

New-London^ in ITew-JEnglandj Nov. 2<?, 1742. 

Reverend Sir, 

At Hebron the Church increaseth. I had forty communi- 
cants present the last Sacrament. Mr. Barzillai Dean, whom 
my brethren of the clergy of Connecticut have desired and 
advised me to recommend to the Society's notice, has at- 
tended the Hebron Church the year past, (when I have not 
been there,) by reading a form of prayer out of the Liturgy 
of the Church, and sermons of the Church of England divines, 
to the great edification of the people. In compassion to them, 
I beg leave to lament to the honourable Society, that poor 
people's want of a resident minister, who, I am well sensible, 
might be far more useful to them than it is in my power to be ; 
and to repeat their desire, that Mr. Bean might be permitted 
to come home for that charge. 

At Simsbury, sixty-two miles from New-London, and eight 
miles west of Connecticut River, and about fifty miles up said 
river, there is also a large congregation of the Church of Eng- 
land. I have visited them twice in the year past ; the last 
time there were one hundred and thirty adults, who, I was 
assured, were either real conformists, or desirous of instruction 
in the doctrine and worship of the Church. They beg to be 
recommended to the Society's charity, and I expect they will, 
in a little time, send the Society a token of their sincerity ; a 
copy of a deed of fifty acres of choice land, which they have 
purchased for a glebe. 

At Middletown, one of the most flourishing towns in Con- 
necticut, and lying upon Connecticut River, thirty-two miles 
from the mouth, and forty miles from New-London, which I 
have visited twice the year past, there are thirty families of 
the Church of England, earnestly desiring to be mentioned to 
the venerable Society, in hopes of their future favours. 

I am, Reverend Sir, yours, and the honourable Society's 

Most humble and obedient servant, 

Samuel Ssabuby. 
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Beverend Sir, 

The very great convulsions occasioned here, and in divers 
other places in this colony, by the breaking out of what is called 
the New Light, makes this a melancholy junctnre to have our 
Ghurch empty and unsupplied ; and the more, in regard that 
the present discords having set sundry of the most cool and con- 
sidering people on thinking and reading, there is a promising 
prospect of those inquiries into religion, ending in a thorough 
and well-weighed conformity to our Church ; and this again 
makes it the more necessary that this Church should be made 
happy in the appointment of a missionary, who, for morals, 
learning and experimental knowledge in the present state of 
things, might be equal to the difficulties of the present times. 

Beverend Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servants, 

Edwabd Faimes, ) 



\;Th€ Secretarf H ths Sev, Mr, Johmon, Miuionary at 8ira^ord,—MBiraci,] 

April 23^A, 1743. 

Beverend Sir, 

In order to make some provision, as soon as may be, for 
those young men recommended by you, that have been edu- 
cated at your neighbouring Colleges, and are desirous of en- 
tering into the service of the Society, they [the Society] are 
come to a resolution, that in all future appointments of. cate- 
chists and schoolmasters, a principal regard shall be had to 
sudi persons as are already in, or intend to offer themselves 
candidates for holy orders ; that, as vacancies happen, they 
may be filled witii these young mien after they have been 



/ 



186 OHOfiCH D00T7MEKTS* 

ordained Deacons and Priests, in England ; and then, with a 
small stipend, (but of not less than £20 per annum,) froni the 
Society, it is proposed to fix them at places where the in- 
' habitants are able and willing to give as much more, for their 
officiating to them in the holy functions ; and, as the greater 
missions become vacant, and they are found worthy, to ad- 
vance them to them, while other deserving young men may 
succeed to the lesser. 

I am, &C.J 

P. B., 
{i. «., Philip Bbabcboft 



l^ev, Mr. Johnson to iJu Sseretary 

8t/ratford^ in New-Engta/nd^ 

AprU ethf 1743* 

Keveitend Sir, 

Since my last I have baptised sixteen, whereof five were 
adults and of them four were negroes, and admitted sixteen 
to the Holy Communion, of which two were candidates for 
holy ordei^, whose names "were Watkins and Lamson. The 
late enthusiasm is now abating, (though the venomous effects 
of it still prevail,) and has driven a great number into the 
Church, so that there are five or six places wanting ministers 
greatly, of which Simsbury the most, bemg at, by far, the 
greatest distance ; and there are five or six valuable young 
candidates that would gladly serve the Church, and to very 
good advantage, if they could be encouraged to go home for 
orders ; and, as the Society may think proper to make New- 
London vacant by removing Mr. Seabury, we should all be 
very glad if that place might be kept vacant till one or other 
of our candidates could go home for it. Mr. Thomson, whom 
I have several times mentioned as having long served the 
Church* in ia lay capacity, and done much good, would be a 
very suitable and useful person in that place. And I beg 
the Society to give us leave to recommend two or three in 
the fall, for new places, if possible, though it were with a 
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Tiew of but small salaries. Indeed, I humbly hope the 
venerable Board will excuse ns if the pressing necessity ot 
the times should prevail upon us to recommend any one for 
orders, though we should not have opportunity to hear from 
you. Mr. Dean is said to have done good service at Hebron, 
and) I conclude, will be recommended by the Convention. 

The Church in this town has so increased of late that our 
house will not hold us, which has obliged us to build a new 
Church, for which £1,500 of our money has been subscribed, 
and we have got timber and are going on vigorously. It is 
to be sixty feet long and forty-five feet wide, and twenty-four 
feet high to the roof; With H steeple sixteen feet square, to 
be one hundred and twenty feet high ; and eight feet the 
Chancel, which is to have a library on one side and vestry 
on the other. And we should be very thankful if any gene- 
rous benefactors could be found that would contribute books 
to our library, which are very much wanted, and would be 
most eagerly read by many of our people, who are very in- 
quisitive after Christian knowledge. 

My Notitia Ptxrochialia is as follows : 

I. Xo. of families in this town, about •••••••••••• 400 

II. Ko« of baptised here and places adjacent by the 

missionary of the town, 617 

ni, No. of baptised since my last, of which five were 

adults and of them were four negroes, • • 16 

lY. Ko. of actual communicants here and at Bipton, 166 

Of which, were admitted the last half year, • • • • 16 

V. No. of those that profess the Church, families, • • 89 

VI. No. of Dissenters from all the rest, Papists, only 1 

Yil. No. of heathens^ beside anabaptised negroes,. • • 10 

Vin. No, of converts, no remarkable instance, they 

being generally a 6ober people. 

I have drawn on the treasurer for my salary, due to last 
Lady-day, of the same date with this letter, 

And remain, Beverend Sir, 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 

Sakusl Johkson* 
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[Ikwn Mt. 8UwMrt to tU Seerdarff.-^Ikaraa,] 

JTew-Zandanj in Nw>Efkgl(md^ 

Jcmawry \Uh^ 1743. 

Beverend Sir, 

The unhappy difficulties our Church in this town labours 
under at present oblige me, in behalf of the congregation 
and self, to give you the trouble of this. Some time ago the 
Rev. Mr. Seabury obtained the consent of the venerable So- 
ciety to remove to Hempstead; the Bev. Mr. Morris was 
appointed to fill the vacancy, which (for some reasons) was 
not pleasing to the people, who made application to the Bev. 
Mr. Commissary Price, who, together with the Bev. Dr. Mc- 
Sparran, came hither, and after strict and impartial examina- 
tion of both parties, the Bev. Mr. Morris resigned his claim 
to the Church. Now we have certain intelligence that some 
underhand endeavours are used here to fill our Church with- 
out our privity, with one of their own creatures, in particu- 
larly with one Mr. Dean, a person of no other attainments 
than what are usually acquired by the low education of some 
men in this country. We beg leave by you, Beverend Sir, 
humbly and with the deepest submission, to represent to our 
wise> charitable and truly provident patrons, the Society, 
that New-London, being the seat of his Majesty's custom- 
house and so the port of greatest note in the colony, and, 
in many other respects, as a city set on a hill which can- 
not be hid, a missionary of mean and ordinary abilities, 
who might, perhaps, discbarge the duties of his function 
with advantage in the more enclosed, remote and obscure 
settlements, where defects and inconformity to rabric and 
•canon might pass with less observation, would have a direct 
tendency to bring the Church here into contempt, and the 
more so, as the Independent minister of thiis town Hais a well 
established character, and is in every respect the most supe- 
rior person of his order in this colony. Permit us, therefore, 
to implore the compassion of the venerable Board to a Church 
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like to be left ia a tottering and ticklish oonditk>n ; and as 
none of the worthy gentlemen on the mission already in 
New-England have mentioned their desire of being removed 
to ns, and as he that was appointed eonld not make ns happy, 
we earnestly entreat that none may be sent ^that goes from 
this conntry but snch as the Beverend Mr. Commissary Price 
will recommend to the venerable Society to be appointed to 
this Church. We have a good character of one Mr. Clever- 
ty \f]* from some worthy gentlemen of the Clergy, and as he 
has been bred up in the Church, if we can prevail on him to 
go home for orders, doubtless he will make us happy and all 
easy ; but if we fail of him, and that no other to the Com- 
missary's liking oflfers before he writes, then we humbly beg 
leave to rely on the choice of the venerable Board, and ear- 
nestly entreat that a gentleman regularly educated at home, 
and always bred up in the Church of England, may be sin- 
gled out for the service of the Church here, which will be 
very unlikely to keep it's ground, much less to thrive, under 
the ministry of a man of incompetent capacity, tinctured 
with Independency,.Qr, in.the least, addicted to any kind of 
mconformity or vice. 



[Jiev, Mr. Sedbury to the Secretary/.] 

Reverend Sir, 

Th^last half year has produced nothing remarkable with 
regard tp the Church, which continueth steadfast in the midst 
of the wildest enthusiasms ; a most extraordinary instance of 
which happened here, in the sixth day of this instant, being 
the Lord's-day, when a large congregation gathered in the 
street, made a fiiie, and, in the sight of the sun, burned a great 
number of books of divinity, and, among others, Bishop Beve- 
ridge's Thoughts on Beligion ; and, on the next day, in a public 
assembly, threw down of wearing apparel to be burned to the 
value of one hundred pounds sterlinir, but by some means 
they were reBtrained from executing & last aLmpt. - ' 



* We think the name intended is Oleveland— -Ev. 
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The Society will observe by the ITot. Paroch.j here enclosed^ 
that the commanicants at Kew-Londou have increased, three 
of whom are late conformists from the Independents. 

I have, since my last, beside my visit to Hebron, where 
the Church still prospers, visited Simsbury, sixty-two miles 
from Kew-London, where there is a great prospect of a flour- 
ishing Church. 

For my last quarter's salary, due me the day of the date 
hereof, I have drawn in favour of Daniel Lothrop, which 1 
hope the Society's treasurer will honour. 

I am, Reverend Sir, 

Tours, and the honourable Society's 

Most obedient and most humble servant, 

Samuel Seabuby. 

JSeMO-London^ March 26^A, 1748. 



{JUv. Mh JSeaeh to th&8eeretairy.1 

Readmgy in NwyEngUmd^ 

AprU 20a, 1748. 

Reverend Sir, 

The enclosed is the s^ate of my parish^ which is very little 
altered in this last half year. My people are not at all 
shaken, but rather confirmed in their principles by the spirit 
of enthusiasm that rages among the Independents round 
about us, and many of the Dissenters, observing how stead- 
fast our people are in their faith and practice, while those of 
their own denomination are easily carried away with every 
kind of doctrine, and are now sunk into the utmost confusion 
and disorder, have conceived a much better opinion of our 
Church than they formerly had, and a considerable number 
in this colony have lately conformed, and several Churches 
are now building where they have no minister. Indeed, 
there is scarce a town in which there is not a considerable 
number professing themselves of the Church of England, and 
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very desirous to have it settled among them ; bnt God only 
knows when and how thej can be provided for. Were there 
in this country but one of the Episcopal order, to whom 
young men might apply for ordination without the expense 
and danger of a voyage to England, many of our towns might 
be suppUed which now must remam destitute. To express 
this opinion to the venerable Society (I am sensible) may be 
deemed impertinent, but I am moved to it by hearing so 
frequently numbers of serious people of our Church lament- 
ing their unhappiness, that they can rarely enjoy that wor- 
ship which they hunger and thirst after, there being so small 
a number of Clergymen in this country ; while Presbyterians, 
Independents, and all sects are here perfect in their kind. 
But, although we have not the utmost that we could wish 
for, yet I bless God for the pious care and charity of the 
venerable Society, to which it is owing that so many hun- 
dreds of souls are provided for in this government ; and had 
it not been for that, we have reason to think there would not 
have been at this day as much as one congregation in this 
colony worshipping God according to the Church of Eng- 
land. 

I have this day drawn upon the treasurer for my half year's 
salary. 

( I am, Reverend Sir, yours, 

And the venerable Society's 

Obliged and obedient servant, 

John Beaoh. 



[Bev, Mr, JohMon to tA$ Secretary,^ 

SWatfora^ in Ifew-Mtglana^ 

May lethy 1743. 

Reverend Sir, 

We humbly presume upon the letter you wrote to tno 
Bev. Mr. Morris, relating to Mr. Ebenezer Thomson, the 
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bearer hereof, to recommend him to the honourable Sooietj 
for holy orders, and a mission to one part of Mr. Morris' 
charge, which has grown too extensive and burthensome for 
him ; for, althon^ your letter mentions him only with a 
view to his being appointed a schoolmaster, yet, considering 
how much greater necessity there is for noinisters than school- 
masters, especially in these times ot the great prevalence of 
enthusiasm and confusion in this country, we hambly hope 
the Society will be prevailed to admit that he be sent back 
in holy orders, with a mission, upon such a security as can at 
present be obtained of £20 sterling per annum by the people 
of Derby and Oxford ; which, although it be not directly a 
land security, (which they are providing ad soon as may be,) 
yet it may be equally depended upon as though it were so ; 
since we can assure the Society that the men who have un- 
dertaken for it are sufficiently responsible, and that every 
parishioner is, in like mannei^, obligated to them as they are 
to the Society, and that they are a people that do truly de- 
serve the Society's favours. 

As to Mr. Thomson, we beg leave to give this testimony 
concerning him, that he has been bred up and received both 
the degrees of Bachelor and Master of Arts at Yale College, 
New-Haven, of nine year#. standing ; and ever since he left 
the College he has been very laborious, both in suffering much 
hardship and doing all the good offices he possibly could for 
promoting the interests of religion and the advancement of 
the Church of England in these parts, while at the same time 
he has had a family of his own to provide for, which now 
consists of a wife and four children, being above thirty 
years of age, and he has always proved himself a person of a 
very serious and virtuous life, an orthodox and faithful son 
of the Church as by law established, and entir€*!y well affect- 
ed to the present government. "We do, therefore, humbly 
hope the Society will be pleased to admit him into their ser- 
vice, and beg they would inform us by him, when he returns, 
whether we may not, upon the same foot, reconmiend two or 
three more, there being as great a necessity for providing for 
Simsbury, Waterbury and Eidgefield, not to mention He- 
bron, which we conclude will be recommended by our breth- 
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ren in the eastward part of this government ; and there are 
three other valuable candidates that beg leave to be em- 
ployed as soon as may be, viz., Messrs. WatkinS, Oole and 
Lamson, beside others that might be mentioned. We humbly 
t^e leave to subscribe ourselves, 

•The Society's, and, Reverend Sir, 

Your most faithful and obedient humble servants. 

[This letter, though written by Mr. Johnson, was in the name of and signed by 

all the Clergy.] 



[Bev, Mr, Caner to the SeenktryJl 

Fairfield^ in Nev>England^ 

Jfay 19^A, 1748. 

Reverend Sir, 

It is the chief design of this to lay before the venerable 
Society my Not* Parooh. For the last half year we have had 
no considerable alterations in the affairs of the Ohurch of Fair- 
field, every thing remaining quiet and composed; though 
the constitution of this colony, both civil and ecclesiastical, 
has received sundry violent shocks from the effects of enthu- 
siasm ; but as I don't enter into affairs not immediately under 
my inspection, I have ejideavoure4 to apply myself with 
diligence to cultivate a spirit of piety and sound religion 
among the members of my own charge. As the business of 
catechising is, confessedly, an important part of the pastoral 
care, so the experience I have had of its success in bringing 
both children and adults to a just and worthy apprehension 
of religion, has encouraged me to proceed in it with greater 
diligence. It would be of much use, for the farthering and 
promoting these, my labours, if the venerable Society would 
be pleased to bestow upon these children a few Catechisms, j 
a dozen or two of Lewis' Exposition of the Catechism, half j 
a dozen of Dr. Bray's Catechetical Instructions, and a dozen ^M 

13 
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of Oommon Prayer-Books, with Tate and Brady's Version of 
the PBalms. I mentioned this request to the venerable So- 
ciety about a year ago, but not succeeding, the necessity of 
the children obliges me to repeat it. 

I am, with the utmost respect and veneration^ 

The venerable Society's most dutiful and obedient, 

And, Sir, your most humble servant, 

Henbt Canes. 



[Bev, Mr, Johfuon to the ArehbUhop of Canterbury,] . 

Sdratfordy in, New-England^ 

May 22dj 174tS. 

May it please your Grace, 

This will wait on your Grace by Mr. Ebenezer Thomson, 
whom I have several times mentioned to the Society, and 
who may truly be recommended as a person who (having 
been bred and graduated in our neighbouring College) has 
for these several years undergone much hardship and done 
much service, as far as his lay capacity would admit, in pro- 
naoting the interest of religion in general, and the Church of 
England in particular, in these parts, having thought nothing 
too much to do or suffer that has fallen in his way for the 
sake of so good a cause, and who now goes home, with a 
good character from all the Clergy in these parts, in hope of 
a mission to Derby. But if New-London should be yet a 
vacancy, I shoald rather wish him to be sent thither. And 
on this occasion I hunably entreat your Grace's interest with 
the Society, that whenever any vacancies happen to be made 
in this country, either by death or removal, the people may 
have leave, before they are filled, to procure the Clergy to 
recommend some young gentleman, if any offers from hence, 
as there scarcdy ever fails to be several (as there are now) who 
would gladly serve the interests of the Society, to the utmost 
of their power, at any possible rate, and are generallv much 
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more acceptable to the people, and, consequently, more buc- 
cessful in promoting the great ends of the Society, than those 
who come hither, strangers to the condition of things in these 
countries. I beg your Grace will excuse me that I mention 
this, and that I again suggest the necessity of Bishops, which 
I have fresh reason to do, from the great prevalence of en 
thusiasm, and especially that mad sort of it which obtains 
among the Moravians to the westward, who are likely to 
make the greater progress, to the unspeakable damage of 
true religion, by means of having the Episcopal government 
among them. It is, indeed, very hard, that when enthusiasm 
and heresy have the advantage of Episcopacy to propagate 
them, the truth of the orthodox Church of England should 
not have the like advantage, for the defence and propagation 
of that. I beg your Grace's prayers and blessing, and re- 
main, may it please your Grace, your Grace's most dutiful 
son and most obedient, humble servant, 

Samuel Johkson. 



IBev. Mr, Beabwry to the ^fgtrttary.-^JExiract,'] 

New-London^ June 6th^ 1748. 

Reverend Sir, 

But truth obligeth me to say that the prospect of a large 
Church at Hebron is not so good as formerly, because the 
followers of Mr. Whitefield, Mr. Tennant, &c., do extremely 
abound there ; the dissenting teacher at Hebron having gone 
the greatest lengths in pretensions to inspiration and the sen- 
sible feeling of the Spirit, as well as into the greatest excesses 
of meetings almost every day and night. And I should the 
more rejoice in a resident minister there, because the same 
spirit of Methodism prevails mightily at New-London, in- 
creaseth my care and labours, and renders my absence on 
Sundays of dangerous consequence. The conformists, both at . 
Kew-London and Hebron, indeed, are steadfast to the Church* J^ 
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though they are very miich alarmed by the new doetrines 
aD(^ newprc^agation of religi(Hi} the effects of which are really 
surprising, ^hose people have meetings in Kew-London al- 
most every night or day^and 'tis not uncommon (as I am 
apprised by persons of good sense and integrity) to see ten or 
more seized at once with violent agitations, many incapable of 
any decency^i^rying out for their damned estate, sa past speak- 
ing at fill, Qr so much, indeed, as being unable to stand, fall 
down, as^|;hey pretend, with the weight of their guilt ; and the 
most of those continuing ithus violently exercised (as they say 
with conviction) but a few hours, do then receive comfort. The 
Spirit of God, Ihey say, witnesses with tiieir spirits, that they 
are converted and bom again ; then follow immediately sudi 
raptures and transports of joy as are more surprising than their 
distresses. Kew-London has been for a week tpgether in 
such a tumult that I was afraid the people would have been 
beside themselves. I have had my house full of people, some 
under those distresses, and others surprised at the conduct of 
tlieir neighbours, though I thank God I have never seen any 
person in this way, but, by cool reasoning and by plain ex- 
positions of the terms of reconciliation with God, they have 
been brought off from their amazing apprehensions to a just 
notion of the doctrines of repentance and Temission of sins; 
and, beside my attendance at home for many days together 
on people thus frighted, I have been invited to preach to a 
numerous congregation at Lyme, about seven or eight miles 
from New-London, who never heard the Liturgy many of 
theiQ, and who expressed great satisfaction in my explanation 
of those doctrines, about whidx Kew-England seems at present 
so much perplexed. 

I remain your poor, though faithful servant, 

Samusl Sbabtjby* 
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[S«v.J6\Johtu(mtotheBier0tary,l 

SCraifordj in JVeto-Migland, 

September 80M, 1743. 

Beverend Sir, 

I am most httmbly thankful to liis Grace and the rest of the 
hononrable Board, for their kind reception of my letters and for 
tiie favonrable notice they have taken of what I Buggested, 
and the excellent scheme they have concerted for providing: 
for 8a(di yonng men as offer themselves candidates from hence, 
(of whom the number is still increasing,) as well as that of 
places where they might be advantageously situated ; and 
people se^m, in several places, well disposed to give all the 
security they can for £20 sterling per annum, and are con- 
triving to lay out uncultivated lands for glebes, which, in the 
course of time, may be very valuable, though it must be 
some years before they can be cultivated so as to do much 
toward the support of an incumbent. An hundred acres 
have been lately laid out for the perpetual use of the Church, 
within the bounds of this town, which is now worth about 
£20 sterling. 

I lately opened a new Church at Bipton, where the people 
hope, in due time, to have some young man to be placed as 
my assistant. On the Sunday following, the dissenting 
teacher, one Mills^ whose praise is in the journal, being a 
great admirer of Mr. Whitfield j reviled and declaimed 
against my sermon, which was on the subject of relative 
holiness and the reverence due to the house of God. He in- 
sisted that there is no more holiness in a Church than under 
an oak tree, &c. ; and soon after some of his followers put his 
doctrine in practice, by defiling the Church with ordure in 
several places. 

This zealous matt gave out, when Mr. Whitfield first ap- 
peared, that their employing and encouraging that great re- 
former would utterly destroy the Church, root and branch; 
but now finding the event to be the entire reverse of his 
predictions, he is grown out of all patience with us. In the 
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mean time^ while they are daily spitting out their impotent 
venom against us, I thank God we have a blessed spirit of 
peace and charity) and of feseal and unanimity, ^hile every 
other Christian virtue is happily prevailing among my 
people, who are carrying on our new Ohurch in the neatest 
manner, and with great dispatch, it being within a few 
months raised and now almost covered, and we have had 
several new families added, and more seem likely to follow 
them ; but I cannot expect any enlargement of my salary 
from the people here till they have got through the great ex^ 
pense of building. 

I am in much concern for the great damage I fear the 
Church in these parts will sustain by Mn Seabury's removal, 
and Mr% Morris' succeeding him at New-London. This gen- 
tleman had the misfortune to have but little esteem among 
the people wh^e he had ofSiciated, and to be much despised 
by many others. I have faithfully laboured, both with him 
and them, to prevent this misfortune, but so the event has 
proved, which put the people of New- London into a terrible 
consternation, when they heard he was appointed for them, 
so that they were unwilling to admit him into their Church 
till his character should be cleared up ; and applied to the 
Commissary to inquire into the grounds of that general dis- 
esteem he laboured under, but nothing has yet been done 
about it. They were advised by the Clergy here, in the mean 
time, out of duty and gratitude to the Society, to admit him 
into their Church, which, upon our advice, they immediately 
did, but yet depend upon the Commissary to take cognizance 
of the affair. What he proposes to do I have not heard, but 
whatsoever the result be, (though I earnestly wish otherwise,) 
I doubt there is little reason to expect the people there will 
be happy in him, or he in them, and I believe it wonld be 
well for both if they were otherwise provided for. New- 
London is a place of considerable importance to this govern- 
ment, and the Church there was likely to flourish in a good 
degree; and it grieves me very much, that this unhappy 
affair should be an hindrance to it. I should not have said 
this much, but that I have been earnestly solicited by that 
people to mention something of it, and that it looks unavoid- 
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able that the Society will be troubled with it first or last ; 
but I shall add no more, nnless the Society shall have occa- 
sion to iuqtiire of me and my brethren about it, and shall 
only subjoin my Jfot. Paroch.j which is as follows : 

I. Ko. of families within the bounds of this town, 

I am told, is about • 400 

n. Ko. of baptised here and in places adjacent by 

the minister of this town, 644 

m. Ko. since my last, of which throe were adults, . • 12 
lY. Ko. of actual communicants here and at Bipton, 

about 170 

Of which, admitted this last half year, 10 

Y. Ko. of those that profess the Church, families, • • 92 
VI. Ko., all the rest Presbyterians and Independents, 

Papists, none. 
Vll. Ko. of heathens, beside many unbaptised ne* 

groes, • •••••• 10 

Vlli. Ko. of converts, &c., no remarkable instance, 
they being generally a sober, virtuous people. 

I have drawn on the treasurer for my salary to Michael- 
mas, and remain the Society's most faithful and obliged. 
And, Eeverend Sir, * 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 

Sam'l JomrsoN. 



mtm 



[Bev, Mr, J^each to the Secretary,^ 

Beadmg^ in New-England^ 

October 20<A, 1748. 

.Reverend Sir, 

I beg the venerable Society's direction in an affair I am 
just now perplexed with. There are about twenty families 
professing the Church at Kew-Milford and Kew-Fairfield, 
which are about fifteen miles hence. I preach to them several 
times in a year, but seldom on the Lord's day. They fre- 
quently come to Church at Kewtown, but, by reason of the 



200 ^atUBCH DOCOCERTSi 

distance, they can't attend constantly, and their families very 
seldom, and, when they can't come to Ohurch, they meet 
together in their own town, and one of their number reads 
some part of the common prayer and a sermon. They are 
now building a Church, and hope in time to have a minister 
settled among them. But the Independents, to suppress this 
design in its infancy, having the authority in their hands, 
have lately prosecuted and fined them for their meeting to 
worship God according to the common prayer, and the same 
punishment they are like to suffer for every offence in this 
kind, although it is the common approved practice of the 
same Independents to meet for worship in their own way 
when they have no minister; but what is a virtue in them is 
a crime in our people. The same is like to be the case in 
many other towns, in which people professing the Church are 
so far distant from a settled minister, that they cannot con- 
stantly attend the worship of God with him. 

The case of these people is very hard ; if, on the Lord's day, 
they continue at home, they must be punished; if they meet 
to worship God according to the Church of England in the 
best manner they can, their mulct is still greater; and if they 
go to the Independent meeting in the town where they live, 
they must endure the mortification of hearing the doctrine 
and worship of the Church vilified, and the important truths 
of Christianity obscured and enervated by enthusiastic and 
antinomian dreams. Now I should be thankful if the vener- 
able Society would direct iie what course to advise these 
people to, and if I might receive a particular instruction to 
take care of those professing the Church in New-Milford and 
New-Fairfield as part of my parish. I believe it would put 
me into a better capacity to protect them from the insults of 
their Independent neighbours. I have, this half year, bap- 
tised eighteen children, and admitted several more persons to 
the Lord's Supper. The inclosed is the state of my parish. I 
have this day drawn for my half year's salary. 

I am, Eeverend Sir, 

Yours and the Society's 

Host obedient servant, 

John Beaoh. 
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[Mev, Mr, Oaner to the Secretary, -^Metraet,^ 

Fairfield^ in New-England^ 

N(yoember 30^A, 1748. 

My parish has received no diminntion and bnt little in- 
crease since my last ; I beg leave, therefore, to refer to my 
noiiiia parochialia inclosed for what may be expected as to 
the present state of the Church in Fairfield. At Norwalk, 
Stamford and Ridgefield, where my brother chiefly oflSciates, 
there have been large accessions made to the Church of late, 
chiefly of persons who appear to have a serious sense of re- 
ligion, and whose good example will, I trust, have a happy 
influence upon others. Where the late spirit of enthusiasm 
has most abounded, the Church has received the largest ac- 
cession. Many of those^ deluded people, having lost them- 
selves in the midst of error, wearied in the pursuit, as their 
passions subsided, sought for rest in the bosom and commun- 
ion of the Church ; and others, reflecting upon the weakness 
of their former dependence, which left them exposed to such 
violent disorders, have likewise thought proper to take shelter 
under the wings of the Church. Norwalk, Stamford, and the 
neighbouring towns, have been much visited with this spirit- 
ual malady, but at Fairfleld it has never obtained, though it 
has been often attempted to be introduced by Mr. Whitfleld, 
and many of his followers. An epidemical sickness has pre- 
vailed in the towns last mentioned 'this fall, and, among 
others, my brother has been confined by it above two 
months, which has greatly increased my burthen, the care 
of all these western Churches thus falling upon me, so that 
my timte has been wholly taken up in visiting the sick and 
preaching from town to town. 
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[The ChurcTmardene of Wallin^ord to the Secretary/ »] 

WaUmgfordy in N'ew-England^ 

December lat^ 1743# 

Reverend Sir, 

We, the inhabitants of Wallingford, members of the Church 
of England, make bold on behalf of ourselves and at the r^ 
quest of our brethren inhabiting in the neighbouring towns 
of Guilford and Branford, to inform you that we are twenty- 
five masters of families that are members of said Church, and 
meet together every Lord's day and edify ourselves, as well 
as we can, by reading ; and while the Reverend Mr. Morris 
was in these parts, we were edified to our great comfort ; our 
number then increased, and many more were coming in to 
join us, but he being removed from us, and Mr. J. Lyon 
cannot attend us, we are now destitute, and our dissenting 
brethren from year to year are distressing us with executions 
for meeting-houses, rates, steeples, and bells for them ; so that 
our present melancholy circumstances crave your good ofSices 
with the honourable Society. We are willing to do the best 
we can toward the support of a minister, and make no doubt 
but in two or three years' time we shall be able to raise £20 
sterling per annum toward the support of a minister. We 
himibly pray we may be assisted with a minister, and, might 
we choose for ourselves, we having experienced the Kev. Mr. 
Morris, would heartily wish he might be the person ; and 
could a method be found for quelling the perpetual demands 
of our dissenting brethren for meeting houses, rates, &c., it 
would greatly add to the growth and consolation of our dis- 
tressed 'Churches, and '^e, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 

Hbnbt Bates, \ CkurchwardenB^ 
Jossi Wasd, J <md eeveral others. 
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l^ev, JDr, JohMon, io the Secreiai^ ] 

Stratford^ in New-England^ 

January lOiJA, 1743-4. 

Reverend Sir, 

I most humbly thank you for your good offices to Mr, 
Thomson, and for your kind and affectionate letter by him, 
and your readiness therein expressed, to do any thing in your 
power toward promoting the interest of our holy religion 
and the best of Churches in these parts of the world ; and, 
among other things, I 'v^as much obliged to you for what you 
kindly suggested to Mr. Thomson about the report you had 
heard of my going to meetings, and suffering my eon to do 
so ; and I beg leave to make my apology, and explain to you 
the truth of this matter,^ and entreat you would make that 
use of it, in my behalf, which you shall think proper, and 
may seem to you needful ; and even to read this letter to the 
Society, if there appears to you occasion for it, in order that 
I may be freed from any mischief that may arise to me from 
any misrepresentations that may have been laid before ^em ; 
for, I find I have enemies disposed to do me a damage, and 
those, I believe, some whom I have endeavoured to serve to 
my utmost, and for whom my tenderness and compassion has 
sometimes put me upon doing kind offices, even when I had 
too much reason to fear the public might suffer by it, an in- 
stance of which may possibly come into your handi. It is 
true Mr. Morris, in his great zeal, did complain of me to the 
Convention on those accounts, but I wrote to the Commis- 
sary, and gave him such an account of my conduct as I pre- 
sume satisfied him, he having never remarked any thing to 
me, to the contrary, since. 

As to my own going to meetmg, tne fact is, I did go to 
hear Mr. Whitfield once, winch I presumed it would not be 
offensive for me to do, he being in orders in our Church, and 
not then under any censure ! f*--^ . indeed, I thought it my 
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duty 80 to do, that I might be under the better advantage io* 
prerent the saischief I apprehended from him and his fol- 
lowers- among the people ; and the event has proved that I 
have, by this means, been under the greater advantage to 
withstand and quiet the late madness and enthusiasm that has- 
prevailed among us, and make it turn to the great increase of 
the Church. 

It was for the same reason that I, with two or three of my 
brethren of the Clergy, went one night in the dark, and "pet- 
fectlj incognitOj among a vast crowd, to see and hear Daven- 
port's managements, whom we heard rave about a quarter 
of an hour, and then went away, without having been known 
there ; and twice in my travels^ by mere accident, I happened, 
in the night, (for these mad meetings were chiefly in the 
night,) to come unexpectedly upon private housea where 
these wild meetings were carrying on, but soon left them, 
unknown ; by which means I happened to be an eye-witness 
of those strange doings, which I gave the Society an account 
of, and have since made an advantage of my observations on 
those occasions to their confusion* Such have been the in- 
stances of my going to meeting, for which I have been 
faulted by some over-zealous people, whose venomous spirit 
toward the Dissenters has very much hurt the Church, while I 
have made the best advantage of what I observed, and with 
very good success, to do her service ; and this much for my- 
self. 

As to my son, it is indeed a great mortification to him and 
me, that I am obliged to send him to a dissenting College^ 
or deny him any public education at all ; and rather than 
deny him a collegiate education, I confess I do not forbid 
him going to meeting when he can't help it, to which he is 
himself so averse, that nothing but mere necessity would put 
him upon it. He comes home to Church once in three weeks 
or a month, at least, at the communion, if possible, being 
fourteen miles distant, and as often as there is Church there, 
he goes to West Haven, which is four miles distant ; at other 
times he stays at home in his chamber as much as he can, 
and the rector and tutors indulge him as much as they dare, 
being friendly disposed to serve me as much as they are able 
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widimit hazarding the resentment of 4;he government that 
supports them. This is the fact with respect to my son. And 
after all, if my method of proceeding is not what the Society 
approves o^ 1 am heartily willing to stand corrected, and en- 
tirely <to conform 'to their instructions, and in hopes of a line 
from you, on this subject, for my direction. 

I remain. Reverend Sir, 

Tour most obliged and obedient. 

Humble servant, 

>Sam'l Johnson. 

P. S. — Since my last, here is an ingenious gentleman, one 
Mr. Prince, of very considerable learning, having been fifteen 
years a fellow of Harvard College, in Cambridge, who has 
conformed to the Church, and liv^s at present in this town, 
and desires to serve the Church in holy orders, and would 
willingly go home in the spring; and here is an honest 
neighbouring dissenting teacher, who will very soon appear 
for the Church, and probably bring the greatest part of his 
congregation with him, and I wish it may be in the Society's 
power to settle a small pension upon him, and send him back 
in holy orders to his people, if he should wait on them for 
that purpose. 

Yours, as above, 

S. J. 



{^Clergy of Connecticut to the Secretary^ — Extract.'] 

Norwalh^ March 28^A, 1744. 

Eeverend Sir, 

And we can with the same integrity recommend the people 
of Stamford, Greenwich and Horse Neck, whose petition for a 
minister to reside among them was laid before the Society 
by the Eev'd Isaac Brown, when he went home for orders. 
These people have been much persecuted by the dissenting 
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government, for when they would have rewarded th^ E©r» 
Mr. Wetmore for his monthly attendance in ofSiciating among 
them, by paying their proportion of the rates, according to 
an express law of the colony, they were prevented by a very 
oppressive judgment of the court ; and though they have 
been put to great diflSculties, yet the Church has much in« 
creased, especially since Mr. Eichard Caner was sent to Nor- 
walk, and there is a good prospect of their increasing much 
more, if they can obtain Mr. Miner to settle among them^ 
now the confusions of Methodism are prevailing, as they 
have done very much of late, in that part of the government. 

Mr. Miner is a gentleman well qualified to serve that peo« 
pie, and they have an earnest desire to obtain him. He i& & 
late convert from the Dissenters, convinced of the necessity 
of conformity, chiefly by occasion of the late mischiefs of en- 
thusiasm. He was for above twelve years a teacher among 
the Dissenters, much esteemed by them both for his preach- 
ing and good behaviour. 

We subscribe, with our humblest duty to the Society, 

Eeverend Sir, 

Your most obedient, humble servants, 

S. JOHNSOK, BlOHABD CaNEB^ 

Jas. Wetmobe, James Lyons, 

Henby CIkeb. 



[Ch/urchtfftirdenSj at Simtbttry, to the Society, — Extract, J 

Simahuryy April lOthy 1744. 

Eeverend Sir, 

We have built a convenient Church, and purchased a glebe 
of fifty acres adjacent to our Church, and in good order; we 
have been a Society for four years, and have alnoost con- 
stantly for that time carried on sermons and a form of prayer, 
and yet, notwithstanding all this, the Independents, by force 
and under a pretence of authority, have carried away our 
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estates, to stipport their teachers, to build their meeting- 
houses, and procure their parsonages. Enthusiasm and error 
have much prevailed among us ; but of late they have run 
into parties, so that, in a meeting-house adjacent to us, they 
cannot agree about calling a teacher, and many of them and 
of our neighbours, by tho occasional visits of the Eeverend 
Mr. Lyons, incline to the Church, having nothing so much to 
object against as the want of a settled minister. Our Clergy 
have advised us to Mr. Gibbs, as a modest, virtuous gentle- 
man and well quaUfied to serve us, but as we are not able to 
support him suitably to the dignity of that station and char- 
acter, we trust that the venerable Society, in their great wis- 
doms, will allow us their charitable assistance. 

We are, Eeverend Sir, 

Tour most obedient, humble servants, 

William Case, ) _, _ , 

-. ^ -, >• Churchwardens. 

J NO. Chbistian MnxEB, 3 



[Bev, Mr, JPunderson U the Secretary, — MdradJ] 

iT. Grotony April 9th, 1744. 

Eeverend Sir, 

As I am at present the only missionary in this half of the 
government and part of Ehode Island, I would earnestly re- 
commend it to the venerable Board, as soon as possible, to 
supply the vacancy at New-London, and, if possible, to erect 
a mission at fitonington and Charlestown, where the harvest 
would, undoubtedly, be very plenteous, were there a resident 
labourer of a virtuous character. I preached at Charlestown 
last Sunday to a considerable congregation. 

I am, Eeverend Sir, yours. 

And the Society's real friend and servant, 

EbBn'b FuilDEBSOSr. 
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IMev, Mr. ZpoM U the Secretary,— Extract,] 

Derby ^ May 8^A, ITM. 

Eeverend Sir, 

At a place called Guilford, where there are two Independ- 
ent congregations in the compact part of the town, and 
where, also, the worship of our Church has not till lately 
made its entrance, I have preached several times, baptised 
three children, and eight families (consisting of thirty-six 
children beside, adults) have declared their conformity, and 
in testimony thereof, have subscribed a paper which I formed 
for that purpose, and many of them have occasionally com- 
municated since that time. At Milford and New-Haven 
there are a few members of our Church, but care is taken, at 
the last of those places especially, that they should not in- 
crease, the rector and tutors of the College there having, of 
late, suffered none of the students (except the children of pro- 
fessed Churchmen) to attend my lectures. At West Haven 
I have baptised two children and oflSiciated frequently. At 
Derby and Oxford I have 4iad sixteen new communicants, 
at the last of which plaees I have baptised seven children, 
and catechised at Derby ; bht having committed the care of 
registering the baptisms there to one of the Churchwardens, 
he obstinately refused to show me the lists, which naturally 
induces me to present my venerable patrons with a short 
sketch of my grievances at this same Derby. As soon as 
they liad advice of my appointment, and from what country 
I came, and, indeed, before I arrived among them, they 
abused me, calling me an " Irish Teague and Foreigner,'* with 
many other reflections of an uncivilized and unchristian kind ; 
they boasted they should soon discover me, meaning, I sup- 
pose, they would either find or fasten some thing upon me 
relating to my character or conduct whereby they might get 
rid of me. Under these disadvantages I entered on that part 
of my mission, but, by care and diligence, conciliated myself 
to them, Hill the Eeverend Mr. Thompson, of Scituate, came 
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up amongBt fhem, whose conduct kindled a fire that is not 
extinguished. In my absence, and while he was among them, 
they appointed a vestry without my privity, and let me know 
nothing of their intents till four days before that meeting, of 
their own appointment ; meanwhile, they secreted from me 
the Society's letter, and when I insisted on seeing it, asserted 
they had no occasion to consult me, nor make me privy to 
their purposes, so I did not see it till two days before that 
meeting. From Mr, Thompson's conduct and theirs, I be- 
came clearly convinced that they were mutually of the mind 
to bring him into my mission* At their instance, I indicated 
a regular vestry, and at that, the appointment of a committee 
to find a suitable tract of land for a glebe. I encouraged 
them all in my power, and exhorted them to order, peace and 
unanimity, but to little effect, for at a vestry held in Easter 
Week, some of their leading men asserted they would not as- 
sist in getting a glebe unless on condition to have their own 
coantryman to fill the Church. They alleged they were ac- 
quainted with the venerable Society's mind in that matter, 
which, they said, had left them to their choice, and had 
agreed to make it a rule that every country should be fur- 
nished with missionaries of their own raising (as they phrase 
it.) It would be too tedious to i*ecord all the abuse and in- 
sults I have received at Derby; so many and so severe, that 
some of themselves, more moderate than the rest, remonstra- 
ted to them the danger they were in of losing the mission by 
their abuses to me. They answered, they did not care if it 
was sunk, they could soon renew it, and had rather have it 
sunk in the deepest part of the sea than have it in an itine- 
rancy ; though I have officiated in that place above one-third 
of my time, and am, through God's goodness, hitherto irre- 
provable in doctrine and practice. My New-England breth- 
ren of the Clergy here are so fond of their own countrymen 
that, were there never so much occasion for it, either here or 
at the Board, they would be at little pains to do my character 
justice ; and in a little time they hope to get rid of missionaries 
that are not country born, or, at least, that no more of Eu- 
ropean education be sent ; and then what face the Church 
here will put on, is as easy as it is unpleasant to foresee. If 

U 
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the insults of Derby are not redressed, it will be in vain to 
send any European, especially into this colony, whether as 
resident or itinerant. 

I am, Eeverend Sir, 

Tour most obedient, humble servant, 

James Lyons. 



[i2w. 2£r, Caner to the Secretary,— -Extract,'] 

Fawfidd, in New-England, 

May lath, 1744. 

Eeverend Sir, 

The present state of my own parish does not yieia me all 
the satisfaction I could wish. The late enthusiasm nev^r 
made much progress here, and, indeed, the temper of the 
people is generally rather faulty in the other extreme, a cold 
Laodicean disposition, an inconsiderate neglect of the great 
duties of religion, a visible deadness and formality, is what, 
at present, gives me most concern, and prevents the success 
of my administrations. 

I am, Beverend Sir, your most obedient. 

And most humble servant, 

Henry Gankb. 

[Note.— It may be a question worth examination, whether the enthusiasm com- 
plained of was not, in its reactionary effect, the occasion, if hot the caosie, of the 
Laodicean coldness complained of.] 



The Memhere of the Church in Nbrthhury to the Secretary,] 

Northhury^ May 28^A, 1744. 

The representation and humble petition of the members of 
the Church of England, in Northbury, in the township of 
Waterbury, in the colony of Connecticut, in New-England, 
and the members of said Church, dwelling in other places 
nearly adjoining, humbly sheweth : 
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We were all educated in this land, under the instruction of 
Independent teachers, or (as they would be called) Presby- 
terians; and consequently, we were prejudiced strongly 
against the Church of England from our cradles, until we 
had the advantage of books from your Beverend missionaries 
and others, whereby we began to see with our own eyes that 
things were not as they had been represented to our view ; 
and Mr. Whitfield, passing through this land, condemning 
all but his adherents, and his followers and imitators, by their 
insufferable enthusiastick whims and extemporaneous jargon, 
brought in such a flood of confusion amongst us, that we be- 
came sensible of the unscriptural method we had always been 
accustomed to take in our worship of God, and of the weak- 
ness of the pretended constitution of the Churches (so called) 
in this land; whereupon, we fled to the Church of England 
for safety, and are daily more and more satisfied we are safe, 
provided the purity of our hearts and lives be conformable to 
her excellent doctrine; and that it is the best constituted 
Church this day in the world. 

Henby Cook, Isaao Castel, 

Babnaby Fobd, John How, 

Thomas Claselee. 



[iSf8. JA*. Oaner to the Seerektry^^Fxircut,] 

Fairfield^ in Nevi-England^ 

Novemher IZthy 1744. 

Reverend Sir, 

We daily expect a new storm from the daily irregular ex- 
cursions of Mr. Whitfield ; he has not yet begun his pro- 
gress, having been under afflictions for the loss of his only 
child, and, since that, visited with dangerous sickness him- 
self; his sickness still continues, and whether it shall please 
God to continue him a scourge to these Churches is yet un- 
certain. 
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[JRev, Mr, Johnsan to the Secretary, -^Mstraet,] 

JStratford^ in New-Mnglcmdy 

February 12^A, 1744-5. 

Keverend Sir, 

I observe the Society has €ome to a resolution not to re< 
ceive any for the future, without liberty first obtained for 
them to ^o home, &c. This order, as far as I was concerned, 
I shall dutifully observe ; but, as it is expressed in the most 
general terms, I beg leave to ask whether it is to be under- 
stood of any at aU, even though their view were only to 
supply any vacancy that may happen, or whether it be not 
rather the Society's meaning, that none ahall go with a view 
to any new mission to be erected, without leave first ob- 
tained. It is of this last x^ase, I humbly presume, the Society 
would be understood, because it would seem hard, and might 
be very detrimental to the Church, for the people to be so 
long destitute, as the time would require to send and receive 
the Society's answer. 

I humbly hope this resolution of the Society will not be 
understood to look back so as to defeat the hopes of Messrs. 
Miner and Lamson, when it shall please God to deliver them 
from their captivity.* 

As to Mr. Prince, who is now teaching a school, all I can 
say of him from my own knowledge is, that ever since he has 
been in those parts, .which is now almost two years, his be- 
haviour has been not only entirely unexceptionable, but very 
amiable. He was, it is true, rejected from Harvard College, 
but I understood it not to be from immorality, but for hie 
resolutely, and, perhaps, too warmly adhering to what he 
thought right, and publishing his reasons (not since answer- 
eA) in a controversy among them relating to the government 
of the College ; which occasioned, indeed, great obloquy 



* They liad probably been 'Captnred on their passage, and earned prisoners to 
France, as several of those who went for orders were. 
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i^painst him, and made the Convention donbtfnl abont em^ 
ploying him, bnt they at length cama to this conclusion, (if 
I remember right,) that if he brought suflScient certificates of 
his good behaviour for two years from that time, \rhich was 
last May, they should he willing to recommend him. As to 
his writing against the three creeds, it is utterly groundless ; 
all the pretence for it was, that about twelve years ago he 
published a piece upon the resurrection of Christ, wherein 
he has a slant of two* or three* words about composing creeds, 
or something to that effect, and he told me at that time he 
had imbibed some Ioqso latitudinarian notions from reading 
Chubb, and the Independent Whig, &c., which he had long 
since been convinced were very erroneous, of which he gave 
satisfaction to Dr. Cutler by a letter to him. However, as to 
all these things, I beg leave to refer you to the Rev. Mr. Da- 
venport, a very worthy member of the Society, now going 
home, who is much better acquainted with what concerns 
Mr. Prince, in tliat government, than I am, 

I remain, Eeverend Sir, 

Your most faithful and most obedient servant, 

Samuel Johnson. 

n 



[Rev, Mr, Johnson to the Secretary, — Uxtrad."] 

Stratfordy in N&w-Englcmdy 

March SOth. 1745, 

Eevei;end Sir, 

And as there is such a growing disposition among the 
people in many places to forsake the tenets of enthusiasm and 
confusion, so there is a like disposition increasing in the Col- 
lege, where there are already ten children of the Church, and 
several sons of dissenting parents, that are much inclined to 
conform. I was there last week, and was much pleased with 
their exercises ; among the rest, there was one layman, a per- 
son of good character, (beside Messrs. Marsh and Mansfield, 
mentioned in my last,) who desired me to mention him to the 
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Society as a caiididate for the ministry. Thus, the harvmt is 
large and the labourera Hot a few^ who would gladly be om* 
ployed) and be content with as moderate wages as can be 
thought tolerable, whenever the Society shall bo in a dispo* 
sition to emjploy them, or any of them» 

Though the madness of the late enthusiasm has much 
abated, the venom of it still continues, and, I fear, rather in- 
creases, and operates in a violent manner in many places 
against the Church ; so that no sooner does any person in 
authority appear for the Church, but he is soon displaced^ and 
some bitter creature set up by the government in his room ; 
and in some places, notwithstanding the law they had made 
in our favour, they have of late taxed the lands of the Church 
people in common with the Dissenters, toward the support 
of their ministers. I have myself lately had no less than ten 
pounds of our money forced from me, toward maintaining 
three of the worst creatures in the government, being taxes 
raised upon some lands I had in the places where they were 
teachers. But what I would mention as the greatest griev* 
ance of this kind, is the case of the Church people at Derby, 
who are forced to pay such a land tax in their own town to 
a dissenting teacher and meeting-house in one of their vil- 
lages, (when they have a Church of their own to finish and 
a minister to provide for,) the amount of which, in the whole, 
will be very considerable* 

- f^m, Reverend Sir, 

Tour most obligedpeltedient, humble servant, 

Samuel Johnson. 




[i^ Mr, Lff&na to the Secretary, — £}xtrad,'\ 

\ 

Ifew-Haven^ May 80<A, 1746. 

^ 

Ueverend Sir, \ 

The conformists at West Haven increase, and they have 
almost finished the Church. In many other places (too 
tedious to mentioii) our Church begins to gain ground in 
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Bpite of many disadvantages. At Wallingford and Cheshire) 
the Dissent^ take, by distress, the Chnrchmen's estates, to 
bnild, repair, and keep clean their meeting-houses; and, 
though tbey have had several trials in our courts, they always 
lose their cases. The people of Derby still continue divided 
by a national spirit that prevails, and is industriously propa- 
gated by some of them and the neighbouring Clergy ; how- 
ever, after all attempts made, and unchristian means used, 
by some to render me unacceptable, (by hauling me once and 
again before an Independent justice of the peace, as I men- 
tioned in some former account,) yet, through the goodness of 
God, my innocence and integrity protected me, and I continue 
irreprovable, having a good understanding with the most of 
my e3rtensive mission, and even with many of Derby, who 
are grieved with the irregular proceedings of that National 
party. 

I am, Eeverend Sir, yours, &c., &c., 

James Ltoks. 



[He^, Mr, Oiths to the Secretary,— Sxtrad.l 

Simehuryy June 26th, 174:S* 

Eeverend Sir, 

The Church seems to be in a promising condition, and I 
am not without hope that there will be a great increase in 
time. I have now twenty communicants, and have baptised 
eight. The Churchmen here have been much oppressed by 
the Dissenters, who have taken from them seventy pounds 
toward building their meeting-house and settling their min-r 
ister. 

I remain, Sir, 

Tour most humble and obedient servant, 

William Gibbs» 
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[£ev, Mr. Johnson to the Seeretari/,'— detract,] 

Strceffordy in Ifew-Miglandy 

September 2dy 1745. 

Reverend Sir, 

I am very glad the Society lias made the providing a par- 
sonage-house the conditions of the continuance to old mis- 
sions. This is a very reasonable and happy exchange for a 
former proposal of making an house and glebe the condition 
of opening new missions, which was very difficult and dis- 
couraging to many new places. 

I have, by favour of Mr. Vesey, seen the sermon and ab- 
stract you mention relating to the Moskito Indians, but do 
not know of any missionary willing to move to that distance, 
it being very remote from these parts, and thought to be an 
unhealthy climate. Mr. Prince, however, is willing to under- 
take, if the Society shall think proper to employ him, and I 
am informed that the Commissary is well satisfied with re- 
spect to the objections that were alleged against him, and is 
willing to recommend hira*; and in order thereunto, I have 
sent him a good testimonial from these parts where he has 
resided chiefly above two years. I hope he may be the 
bearer of this letter, or, at least, go home in the spring, and 
am persuaded if he can have his health, he may do very good 
service in such a mission as you propose. 

As I may not have opportuniiy again after Michaelmas, I 
beg leave to add that I have continued, once in awhile, to 
visit Middletown and Guilford, where there continues to be 
a good prospect, and the College remains in the same dispo- 
sition as when I wrote last. Another promising youth offers 
his service, one of Bishop Berkeley's scholars, whose name 
is Colton^ and he, with the other two I mentioned before, 
Mansfield and Lyman^ beg leave to hope they may be em- 
ployed by the Society about two years hence, when they will 
be of full age, and in the mean time are devoting themselves 
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to pnrsne snch studies, tinder my direction, as may qualify 
them for it. 

It is a mighty grief to us to hear of the death of our friend, 
Mr. Miner, the case of whose disconsolate widow and father- 
less children is very pitiable ; he woxdd have been a very 
useful man if he had lived ; nor do we yet hear since of Mr. 
Lamson. Would to God we had a Bishop to ordain here, 
which would prevent such unhappy disasters. 
I remain, Eeverend Sir, 

Your most obedient and humble servant, 

Samuel Johnson. 



[JSev. Mr. Funder$on to the Secretary .-^Me^raei,] 

N. Oraton^ October 8^A, 1746. 

Eeverend Sir, 

Since my last I have been to Stafford, preached and bap- 
tised some children. Mr. Payne, of whom I acquainted the 
' Society in my last, proposes, by divine permission, (having 
obtained leave from the Society,) to come home next sum- 
mer. He has only a wife and two children, and there is no 
missionary within near fifty miles, and the country pretty 
well inhabited. 

The third Sunday in September I preached in New-Lon- 
don, desired the congregation to meet upon the next day, 
which they did, and voted to procure a house as soon as pos- 
sible for their next missionary. One of the members of that 
Church has given a convenient and valuable spot of land for 
that purpose ; they have generously subscribed to the build- 
ing of said house, which I hope will be fit to live in by the 
begiiming of next summer. I verily think it a piece of jus- 
tice due to that congregation in general, to assure the Soci- 
ety that, according to their abilities, they are a generous good 
sort of people, and they continue firm and unshaken. 
Beverend Sir, yours, and the Society's 

Most obedient and obliged servant, 

Eben'b Fundkbsoh. 
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[The C^rckwardeni of WuA Bdven to the Soekty.-^Extract,^ 

West Haven^ Octdb^ 26^A, 1745. 

Bererend Sir, 

We beg leave to repreeent the state of our part of the mis- 
sion to the venerable Board, as the parish of West Haven is 
small, and the inhabitants poor. The Dissenters were not 
able, after our conformity, to support their teacher by a min- 
isterial rate, so that they have sold the glebe land, and had 
money out of the treasury, which, with some additions made 
by the parish, founded a bank, the interest of which supports 
their teacher, which weakens our hands and hinders the 
conformity of Dissenters, as they expect to contribute to the 
support of ours if they conform. 

We are. Reverend Sir, 

Your most obliged, humble servants, 

John Httmphbevilb, ) ^, * , 
^ ^ > ChuTohwaardenB. 

J OSEPH PbINDLE, ) 



[Beio, Mr. Johneon to the 8eeretarjf,--MBiract.] 

Stratford f in NemhEngUmd^ 

%m M(vrch,Vl^. 

Beverend Sir, 

I have once or twice mentioned the case of the people of 
our Ohurch at Bipton, a parish of this town, under my care, 
where there ardi ' fifty-one families that have built ti Ohureh 
about eight miles^ il^x^^ hence. They have been so undenia- 
bly importunate to &ife the service and sermons read among 
them to prevent their children from straggling and going to 
meeting, that I have this winter indulged their importunity 
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in permitting my son to read to them, whose services therein 
have been very acceptable to them, and they beg me to men* 
tion him to the Society, with their earnest desires that he 
may be allowed as a catechist and reader for them^ and would 
allow him seventy or eighty pounds our currency, which is 
equal to about ten pounds sterling. As to my son, I shall 
only beg leave to say, that I thank God he has good abilities, 
and that I have spared no pains to cultivate them in the best 
manner circumstances will admit of. He will shortly enter 
his 20th year, and has took his Bachelor's degree almost two 
years ago ; the chief Greek and Latin classics were then so 
familiar to him, that he merited Bishop Berkeley's premium 
in this College, and he has taken much pains to qualify him- 
self in all other parts of learning ; particularly, he has read 
much of our best English philosophers and divines for his 
years, and is now studying the Hebrew, and Antiquities, 
both sacred and profane. But whether he will meke di- 
vinity or law the business of his life, he has not yet resolved. 

I am, Keverend Sir, your most obliged, 

And most obedient, humble servant, 

Samuel Johnson. 



[£w, Mr, Ckmtr to the Seerdary,'^MBiraa,] 

Fairfield^ in. New-EngLandy 

T^ovember 10/A, 1746. 

Su-, 

As to Korwalk and Stamford, I am afraid the interest of 
the Church loses ground in those places, for want of a more 
constant service than I can^ idupply them with. And I can- 
not help repeating my earnest desire that the Society will 
either supply these places, or, by some further provision, em- 
able me to supply them by an assistant. Here are sundry 
young gentlemen, ready to enter into the Society's service 
who would be very aocepteble to these people., Th^ Society 
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will excuse me that I am solicitous for the welfare of a people^ 
chiefly, mider God, the fruit of my own diligence, that I may 
not see the labour of almost twenty years bestowed in vain. 

I am the venerable Society's 

Most dutiful and obedient, and, Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

Heztby Oaneb. 



[Bw, Ur. Oifibt to the Seerektr^,] 

Simsburyy New-Englandj 

0(A6ber 22<2, 1746. 

Eeverend Sir, 

I presume to write, at the same time hoping and wishing 
for the prosperity of the Church here, which is environed 
among a number of its enemies, who are continually wishing 
for its overthrow. The Independents, who have been hereto- 
fore very rude, bold and insolent toward those of the Church, 
by forcing and obliging them to pay to the Dissenters, do 
yet, some of them, persist in the same manner, and have 
obliged a communicant of my Church, though, indeed, be- 
longing to another town, viz., Farmington, about fifteen miles 
distant, to pay toward the repairing of their meeting-house, 
and threatened hard for his refusing to pay. 

And another communicant of mine, of the same town, do 
they very much threaten. Thus bold and daring are they to 
all that profess themselves of the Church. 

I would further acquaint the honourable Society that the 
prejudices of the people toward the Church wear off by de- 
grees, and they begin to be more enlightened about it, and I 
am not wanting in my endeavours to instruct them as to the 
same. 

I have baptised, since the eighth of May last, ten children, 
one of which I baptised at Litchfield, near thirty miles west 
of Simsbuiy, where I was desired to preach ; and another at 
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Middletown, twenty-seven miles southward, and I have five 
new communicants added. 

I pray God for the enlargement of the Church in these 
parts, and hope it may increase more and more, which is the 
earnest wish of him who subscribes himself, 

The Society's most obedient 

And humble serwmt, 

William Gibbs. 



[£ev, Mr, Funderwn to the Seereiary,] 

Jf. Oroton^ 6th October^ 1746. 

Beverend Sir, 

As I am the only missionary the Society have at present in 
the eastern half of the government, I think it my duty, in the 
most pressing manner, to solicit the Society's further assist- 
ance to New-London, Charlestown and Hebron ; especially 
New-London. In behalf of that people I can plead with 
great assurance of success, as they have complied with the 
terms on which the venerable Society suspended their assist- 
ance ; having set up and covered a very good house which, 
in a few weeks, may be made a comfortable habitation. 

With regard to Hebron, which I visit twice a year, and 
therein administer the Sacraments, I have this to observe, 
that when I was there last, which was the last day of Au- 
gust, there were about forty communicants, and six children 
baptised. The day following I preached them a sermon, 
after which they unanimously subscribed £303 10s. for the 
purchase of thirty acres of exceedingly good land, (the donor 
gave £30,) a deed of which I shall transmit with this letter, 
and beg leave earnestly to recommend to the venerable Board 
the supply of a people so steadfast and zealous, and who have 
not a missionary within near forty miles of them. I presume 
there would be as large an addition to them as to any con* 
gregation in the government, if they were supplied with a 
pious and faithful minister. The Thursday following, I 
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preached a eermon in Litchfield, about eighty miles from my 
house, where there is a considerable number of conformists, 
who performed their part of the divine service with propriety 
and reverence. I furnished them with some books, and trust 
there will be additions to them. 

I must also beg leave to refresh the memories of the vener- 
able Board with respect to the melancholy state of Charles-, 
town, where there is great need of a resident missionary. 
The deed of forty acres of good land given to that Church, I 
hope has reached the Society 'ere this, having been sent with 
my letters of April 4:th. The state of the Church in Groton 
and the adjacent towns remains much the same, but I hope 
will soon increase, the Independent teacher in this place 
having left his people, and 'tis the general opinion that they 
will not be able to settle another. 

I am, Keverend Sir, yours, and the Society's 

Most faithful friend and servant, 

EbBN'b FxmDEBSOK. 



[Ji&v, Mr, Jbhmon lo the Secretary,-— Fxtract,1 

Stratfcrdi in New-England^ 

October Ut, 1746. 

Eeverend Sir, 

Since my last, I have received the Bible and Common 
Prayer-Books safe, for which we are all very thankful. My 
son continues to read and instruct the youth at Kipton with 
good success, and the Church there flourishes. I continue to 
visit them, and administer the Sacraments to them once in two 
or three months, and they are going on to finish their Church. 
My Church also flourishes in this parish, where two new 
femilies are added, and I have baptised twenty-four, and ad- 
mitted eight communicants since last March, whereof one is 
a negro man. I have also visited Middletown and Guilford, 
where the Church keeps its ground, though I cannot say it 
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much increases for want of ministerSi A love to the Church 
is still gaining in the College, and four more, whose names 
are Allen, Lloyd, Sturgeon itnd Chandler, have declared 
themselves candidates for holy orders ; and there seems a very 
growing disposition toward the Church, in the town of New- 
Haven, as well as in the College, so that I hope there will, 
We long, be a flourishing Ohilrch there. I have heretofore 
desired leave for Messrs. Dibble and Leaming to go for or- 
ders, and am now desired to ask the same for Messrs. Mans- 
field and Allen, as soon as the Society can be in a disposition 
to receive them. Mr. Cole, for whom I wrote long since, is, 
I doubt, discouraged, having heard nothing from him in a 
great while. I presume it probable, that leave was given 
him to go home, by Mr. Bean ; but as we have not heard a 
word of him since he left London, we have too much reasdn 
to fear he is lost. If this should prove to be the case, (as 
Mr. Lyons is said to be removed, and Mr. Dean to have been 
appointed to succeed him at Derby,) the people there are 
very desirous that Mr. Mansfield may have leave to go for 
them, where they are providing a glebe; and Waterbury 
having also provided one, begs to have a minister for them- 
selves, with Northbury and Litchfield, and that Mr. Cole 
may have leave to go for them," or one other of the candi- 
dates, if Mr. Cole be otherwise provided for. New-London 
is also providing a house, and Mr. Cole or Mr. Lloyd would 
do well for them. 

I am, Eeverend Sir, your most obliged 

And most obedient, humble servant, 

Samuel Johnsok. 



[JSev. Mr, Cdner to the Secretary,— Eoctract.l 

Fairfidd^ in New-England^ 

May 12th, 1746. 

Sir, 

I have not been favoured with an answer to either of my 
two letters of November and December past, requesting some 
further provisions for the Church at Norwalk. The suffer- 
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ing condition of that Church, notwithstanding my utmost 
care, obliges me to renew my request, and humbly beg that 
the venerable Society will give that people leave to recom- 
mend some young gentleman home, in their own favour, or 
make such other provision for them as tlie Society shall think 
proper. I mentioned in my last their having purchased a new 
house and garden spot for the use of a minister, to which 
they propose to add some convenient pasturage as soon as 
they have finished their new Church, which at present lies 
pretty heavy upon them. Beside the provision already made, 
they offer to raise twenly pounds sterling per annum, which 
I think they will be able to advance, because the taxes levied' 
by the gorLment here in favour of a nunister amount to 
about fifteen pounds sterling, and they will doubtless exert 
themselves to raise five pounds more than what is exacted of 
them by law. 

The Church of Korwalk is, I think, the largest and most 
promising Church in this colony, which makes me the more 
solicitous to have some better provision made for it than I 
am capable of bestowing that way consistently with a proper 
care of other Churches ; and this, also, will, I hope, plead my 
excuse with the venerable Society for the repeated trouble I 
give them upon this subjects 

As to Fairfield, nothing new or uncommon has occurred 
since my last. The. condition of the Church is, I think, 
nothing worse, I am afraid I must add, nor much better, 
since my last account. Indeed, in these times of war and 
confusion, (in which we also have had our share,) which are 
often attended with greater degrees of licentiousness and cor- 
ruption of manners, I am apt to flatter myself that our 
labour is not wholly lost, if we may be instrumental in pre- 
serving religion from decay, even though no great progress 
should be made in its advancement. 

The particular state of these Churches will appear from the 
notUia paroohialie enclosed, and to which I beg leave to refer. 

I am the Society's most dutiful and obedient, 

And, Sir, your most humble servant, 

HfiNBT Caneb* 
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[Sev^Mr. Oibbs to the SeerdarifJ] 

SimOuryj May 8th^ 1746. 

Beverend Sir, 

I take the freedom to write, and, at the same time, represent 
the condition of the Ohnrch here. It is situated back of the 
great river Gonnecticnt eight miles ; close by are a number 
€i large commodious towns, Hartford being the chief and a 
•ounty town, and about ten miles from Bimsbury. The 
Ohurch here seems to be well situated, and I am not without 
hopes of its growth, notwithstanding it is environed and sur- 
rounded by so great a number of staunch enemies to it, and 
those who call themselves ^^ new lights,'' who are of a bitter 
and inveterate spirit toward the Church. I have not been 
wanting since my being here in my endeavours to enlighten 
these people, in the Church, as to the feasts and fasts of the 
Church, and in teaching and catechising their children. I 
have spread about several books of the Society's, which have 
been very beneficial, Dr. King being very much in request 

I have belonging to the Church here forty families, twenty- 
six persons, communicants, and have baptised since July last 
thirteen children. I hope to see the Church prosperous and 
flourishing here ; people's prejudices begin to wear more off, 
and I pray God to open their eyes that they may see and know 
better, and that they may be brought into the Church, that 
so we may glorify God with one heart and mind. 

I beg leave to subscribe myself the Society's 

Most obedient, humble servant, 

"William Gibbs. 
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[Bw, Mr, JPunderson to the Secretary,] 

Qrotony April Uh^ 1746. 

Eeverend Sir, 

It is with a very sensible pleasure that I can acquaint the 
venerable Society with the almost daily increase of our 
Church, and that the opinions of most sober, considerate 
persons grow more favourable toward it ; particularly, I am 
rejoiced upon Mr, John Whitney'^ embracing the Church, 
and resolving, by divine Pravidence, with the Society's aid, 
to come over in the fall for holy orders. He is a person of 
an excellent moral character, good sense, and of a mild dis* 
position. The people in New-London are very desirous (if 
they should not be supplied before) that he may be appointed 
for them. The conformists, also, of Stonington, where he 
lives, together witibt those of Charlestown and Westerly, are 
fond of having him, if the Society are able and willing to 
erect them into a mission. The harvest is truly great, and at 
present no labourer in this half of the government but my- 
self, of the Episcopal order, and, with the most sincere grati- 
tude, I bless God that my labours are not in vain. I esteem 
it a singular Providence, that in New-London the Church 
have lost none in their long vacancy, but wait with patience. 
A deed of the land given by a worthy meniber of the Church, 
which is, I suppose, worth £300 our money, will be trans- 
mitted with my letter ; a frame of a house worth £100 is al- 
ready got, and they are daily forwarding it. 

Capt. Mumford, with whom Mr. Dean embarked, is not yet 
arrived ; we fear he is taken or foundered. By him I had 
expectations of a letter from the venerable Society, whom 
I fervently pray God daily to enlarge, and make a more 
extensive blessing to mankind in general, and this land in 
particular. 

I am, with the greatest respect, Eeverend Sir, 

Yours, and the Society's faithful friend and servant, 

Eben'b Punderson. 
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[Bev, Mr, Beach to the Seeretary.] 

Heading^ in Connecticut^ in N. E.^ 

April 2d, 1746. 

Reverend Sir, 

All that I have at present to acquaint the venerable SoQie- 
tj with, beside what is contained in the enclosed, is, that we 
have erected another Church at Newtown, which is forty-six 
feet long, thirty-five broad, and twenty-five up to the rpof. 
It is a strong, neat building, and though it be small, yet, 
considering the poverty of people in these new settlements, 
and that the parish being sixteen miles in length, we must 
have two Churches in it, it is a considerable charge to that 
part of the parish, who have contributed cheerfully, some 
thirty, some fifty, and one man two hundred pounds this 
currency ; while our neighbours of the Independent persua- 
sion have their meeting-houses built by a tax laid by the 
government upon all the land in the parish. And in this 
parish all who go to meeting are exempt from paying any 
thing toward the support of th© government, but as soon 
as any join in the worship of the Church of England they 
immediately lose that privilege. But the more we are 
oppressed, though there may be several professors of the 
Church of England, yet, I hope, we shall be the more sincere 
in our profession ; and it is very certain that our people gener- 
ally expend more by far for the support of religion than their 
neighbours of the dissenting persuasion. 

If the venerable Society, would think it reasonable to send 
me four dozen Common Prayer-Books, with Tate and Brady's 
version of the Psalms, and two dozen of the Whole Duty of 
Man, they should be carefully distributed among the poorer 
people, by. 

Reverend Sir, yours. 

And the venerable Society's 

Most obedient and humble servant, 

John Bbagh. 
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[Sev, Mr, Zam$on to the Secrdarf^,] 

JUTorth Caethy in the Parish of Bye^ 

Fetyruary 10<A, 174e-7. 

Reverend Sir, 

The mission at Fairfield having become vacant by the 
Beverend Mr. Caner's acceptance of an invitation to Boston, 
the Episcopal congr^ation at Fairfield, by advice of the 
Reverend Mr. Ganer,have invited me to accept that mission, 
if the venerable Society will be pleased to bestow it upon 
me at their request and mine, in which, there being such a 
universal concurrence, without an exception, I could not but 
think it an encouragement to hope that my labours among 
them may be attended with good success, (by the blessing of 
God,) and, therefore, I do cheerfully concur with them in 
their application to the venerable Board, that I may be re- 
moved into the Beverend Mr. Caner's place, according to the 
request of that Church, provided I may be allowed the same 
salary that Mr. Caner Veoetved. For, although Mr. Caner's 
benevolence and the people's purchase have provided a very 
decent glebe house, yet, fifty pounds sterling, added to what 
may be expected from the people, will not be a decent sub- 
sistence in a place where living must be more expensive than 
in most other country places. My present situation can't be 
thought a settlement, inasmuch as no house or glebe is pro- 
vided, nor my support sufficient to enable me to purchase 
one. I have endeavoured, since my arrival, to do what ser- 
vice I can among a great number of poor people scattered 
about in the woods, who have little ability, and, most of 
them, as little inclination to reward me. I compassionate 
their circumstances, and the more, because so many of them 
have very little sense of the importance of religion and virtue. 
The Reverend Mr. Wetmore has been treating with a worthy 
young gentleman, Mr. Thomas Bradbury Chandler, who is 
willing to perform the service of a lay Catechist among these 
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people, if the honourable Society, upon my removal, vrHl be 
pleased to bestow upon him the ten pounds sterling salary 
that was formerly allowed to Mr. Flint Dwight, deceased. 
I am of opinion that such a provision is as much as these peo- 
pie can expect at present, and I believe it may, in a great meas- 
ure, supply the place of a minister in orders, considering that 
Mr. Wetmore, with Mr. Chandler's assistance to read in the 
Church at Bye in his absence, may more frequently visit the 
Churches at Korth Castle and Bedford, and administer the 
Sacraments among them. And some of the people have ex- 
pressed a satisfaction in the hopes of having so ingenious a 
man as Mr. Chandler to labour among them in such a method 
after my leaving them. They find as little fault as I could 
expect at the talk of my removal, knowing that my present 
income is too small for a support. I shall be glad to know 
the honourable Society's resolutions, in answer to this hum- 
ble request of mine and the Church at Fairfield, as soon as 
may be ; and as that place will be the more acceptable to me 
for its nearness to my friends, being but eight miles from my 
father's house, I hope my request will be granted ; which, 
if the venerable Society shall think fit to gratify me in, no 
diligence shall be wanting on my part, according to my best 
abilities, to serve the great desigaa. of their charity, God's 
glory, and the good of immortal souls. 

The sectaries will be very busy in endeavouring to seduce 
the pepple when they have no minister among them ; for which 
reason I beg leave to repeat my urgency to have this affcdr 
considered and expedited as fast as proper, and only add my 
humble duty to the venerable Board, and, witb hearty prayers 
for the success of their extensive charity, 

I humbly subscribe myself, 

Beverend Sir, your most obedient. 

And most humble servant, 

Joseph Laucsok. 
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[£$v, 2ir, ' Caner to the Seerdory,] 

Faifffidd^ in JVew-JEngland^ 

Fdyruary 12M, 1746-7. 

Beverend Sir, 

I having lately received an invitation from the congrega- 
tion of King's C9iapel, in Boston, to succeed the Beverend 
Mr. Commissary Price, 'w^ho has resigned, I take the first op^ 
portunity to ask the venerable Society's concurrence and dis- 
miBsion from the present service in which I am now engaged. 
I have long laboured tinder infirmities of body, which made 
it very difficult for me to perform the services required in 
such an extensive cure. Tbe frequent colds I have taken, 
and disorders consequent thereon, have made traveling to me 
pretty much impracticable* 

I humbly thank the venerable Society for their favours to 
me and to the people whom I have served, and because I am 
much concerned tliat the interests of religion should be car- 
ried on as well as begun^ here, I humbly hope the Society 
will agree to the requ^t of the people of this Church (here- 
with transmitted) and appoint the Beverend Mr. Lamson to 
succeed in this place* I diould conceive a good prospect of 
this gentleman promoting the interests of reb'gion and piety 
here, from the great harmony that appears between him and 
this people. A custom of being indulged this way has made 
it matter of consequence in this part of the world, that the 
people should, as much as possible, be gratified in the choice 
of their ministers ; and frequent observation has confirmed 
me in it, that little can be done toward the advancement of 
piety where a good understanding does not subsist between 
minister and people* I omit at this time to mention the 
present state of these Churches, a full account of which I 
propose shortly to transmit. In the mean time, I beg leave 
to observe that, as this Church is situated at the head of the 
county, a very small vacancy may prove of much disservice. 



Bspecially at this time, when very few Churches thiR way are 
supplied* One thing further I humbly move to the Society, 
which is, that they will be pleased to continue the full salary 
to this place, for, though the people are generous according 
to their tjircumstances, yet the expensiveness of the place 
makes the whole but a necessary support; this town, and 
that of Kew-London, being more expensive than any others 
in the colony, 

I expect to be called upon from Boston Lady-day next ; 
but propose to continue my labours here, with neighbouring 
assistance, till May or June, by which time I conceive hopes 
the Society will grant me a dismission, and remove Mr. Lam- 
son to this place. Li regard to salary^ I shall not presume 
to draw f arth^ than Lady-day next, till I have the Society's 
express leave how far, or to what term, I shall be indulged 
to draw. 

The people of Fairfield, to recommend themselves as much 
as possible to the Society's favour, have, upon this occasion, 
purchased a large and convenient house, with suitable accom- 
modations, for a parsonage house, worth about one hundred 
and fifty pounds sterling, and have, by the will of a charita- 
ble person, Mrs. Jerusha Sturges, lately deceased, received 
an addition of fifty pounds of this currency, to their bank, 
which I formerly made mention of. I hope, upon the whole, 
their honest industry and zeal will engage the Society's com- 
passion, and the continuance of their favour, in supporting a 
very promising mission. 

For myself, I beg leave to assure the Society that I am 
Their most dutifhl, most obedient 

And most humble servant. 

Henst Caiteb* 
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[Bev\ Mr. JNnderion to the Becntary^-^MBtract.^ 

N. Orotanf September 2WA, 1747. 

Beverend and dear Sir, 

I have the satisfaction to inform the yenerable Board, that 
the ministry honse in Kew-London is nearly finished. I 
have contributed something, and endeavoured to my utmost 
to forward it. 

They are building a Ohurch in Norwich, the largest and 
most flourishing of any town in this colony. There are about 
thirty families of conformists. The town has always had the 
character of the most rigid Oongregationalists in the govern- 
ment. 'Tis really surprising how much their dispositicms are 
softened toward the Church; and, indeed, 'tis so almost 
every where. 

"Reverend Sir, yours, and the Society's 

Most obedient, humble servant, 

Ebek'b Puwdbbsok. 
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l^Chttrehwardens o/8t, John's Church, in Stan^ord^ OonnecUctd, to the Secretary,] 

Colony of Connecticutj Stamford^ 

March 25^A, 1747. 

Beyerend Sir, 

We, the subscribers, churchwardens and vestrymen of St. 
John's Church, in Stamford, with the unanimous concurrence, 
and in behalf of all the professors of the Church of England, 
in the towns of Stamford and Greenwich, in Connecticut, beg 
leave to represent to the venerable Society the state of our 
Church, and with humble submission request their patronage, 
and that the eflfects of their extensive charity, which hath 
brought the means of salvation to many thousand souls, may 
preserve us and our posterity from wandering in error and dark- 
ness, and guide our feet in the way of peace, by assisting us to 
procure a settlement of the worship of God among us, accord- 
ing to the pure doctrines and wholesome rites and usages 
of the Church of England, which we highly reverence and 
esteem. We have struggled with many and great difficulties 
in advancing to the state in which we now are, to have a 
Church erected and so far finished as to be fit for our assem- 
bling in it, and with accessions to our number of professors 
sufficient to be enabled to purchase a glebe, and to pay 
twenty pounds sterling per annum to a minister, which we 
have obliged ourselves to do by subscription under our 
hands, and hope to make some additions, so that the whole 
may be worth thirty pounds sterling per annum, which is 
the most that we are able to perform at present, and too little 
for a decent support for a minister. We have been much 
oppressed by thia Dissenters among whom we live, who, 
under the protection of the laws of the colony, have obliged 
us to pay ta^es to their minister, and to build them meeting- 
houses, even when we had obliged ourselves to contribute, 
according to our abilities, to reward ministers of the Church 
of England for coming to preach among us, and administer 
to us the Holy Sacraments ; and several have been impris* 
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oned, and others threatened with imprisonment, to compel 
them to pay such taxes ; and wo conld get no relief from the 
courts of justice here. This has made us very desirous to ob^ 
tain a minister in orders among us, which is the only means 
to obtain ex^nption from such taxes, aooording to the express 
words of the colony act. We, therefore, exerted ourselves to 
the utmost of our abilities to assist Mr. Miner to go for 
orders, who was taken by the French upon his pmseage with 
the Beverend Mr* Lamson, and afterward died in England, 
which proved a very melancholy disapp<»ntaient to us ; and 
before, we had contributed considerably to assist Mr, Isaac 
Brown, when he went home for orders, with hopes that he 
m^ght have been sent to ns^ bu4} w^e disappointed by his 
eoming back for Brook Haven, Since Mr. Miner's death, 
we have applied oursdves to Mr. Ebenezer Dibblei by ihe 
advice of the Beverend Mr. Can^ and others. This gentle- 
man has read prayer and demons among ns, to our very 
jgreat satisfaction, for near a year and a half^ and being wil- 
ling to go home for holy orders, and return to ns to be our 
minister, we have ag«in exerted our utmost pow^ to pro- 
tmre a gkbq, subscribed for his support annually twenty 
pounds sterling, and do assist him farther to defray the ex- 
pense oi his voyage. We have applied to the Bev^end 
C^gy to r^reaent our «tate, who all of thmu approve well 
of Mr« Dibble, 4ind havixig giving him testiQaonials to tibe 
Lord Bishop of London, we earnestly hope lie may obtain 
holy orders, and humbly entreat the renerable Society to 
eompassionate our circumstances, and admit M>. Dibble to 
be their missionary to us, with such salary as they may think 
£t to allow, which we hope will contribute to the ghry of God 
and to the salvation of many poor souls ; and we^ your poc^ 
petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray for the enlarge- 
meoit of Christ's kiiigdom by the extensive ehari^ of your 
venerable Socie^. 

Wt ure, Beverend Sir, y^mr mo^t obediesBft,* ^c, 



} 



Thomas Yoinros, 

Andothars. 
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l!l%4 QkiMroh/ward^is qf LUehfieUi^ ConnfeH<!Ui, to the Sdcr^i^qf,] 

LUohfidd^ April the Hh, A. I). 1747. 

We, the fiubeaibers, inhabitants in Litchfieldp in the Conn*- 
ty of Hartford, in Ooimedticnt, in New-England, humbly beg 
the favour that our following requests may be laid b^ore the 
venerable Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in for- 
eign parts^ and that those declarations that fa^eby we make, 
(which you in your wisdom shall think worthy tlieir notice, 
may be made biown to thenu "We shall, therefore, take leave 
to begin with our declarations. Above two years past a great 
number of us declared our conformity to the Church of Eng- 
land by subscribing a letter to the Beverend Hr. Beach, in- 
viting him amongst us, attending divine service with him, 
owing to the excellency of the doctrine and the manner of 
worship in the said Church, and op^ily defending them to 
the utmost of our power ; but even now the Dissenters have 
executions out againi^ us for rates, due long sinec, and daily 
tiireat^x to take us to the gaol if we refuse to pay them ; and 
this, notwithstanding we bring and offer them a discharge 
in full und^ the hands of the Beverend Mr. Beach ; and one 
of us, who had been a communicant in the Church above a 
year, hath lately been actually seized by their collector, and 
on the way to the gaol was freed by his own brother, who 
paid the rate to the collector. We meet with many subtle 
contrivances amongst almost all of every degree among them, 
to suppress and eonfound us, but we shall not be particular 
for fw of being tedious. We persist with resolution, being 
convinced of the goodness of our cause, and gain ground 
daily, being now about double the number of conformists 
since a year from this day. We are ri^note from all our 
Bev€arend missionaries except the Beverend Mr. Beach and 
Mr. Gibbs, Mr. Gibbs bdng the nighest, who lives twenty- 
seven BiilGS, and Mr. Beach between tfairtjr and forty 
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from tis* We have abeady purchased a glebe of fifty acres 
of good land, which Ijeth about three miles distant from the 
town, and have begun to improve upon it, and design yearly 
to proceed therein, and hope yearly to make it profitable in 
time. We are willing to contribute toward the support of a 
missionary amongst us, according to the dignity of the office 
and our abilities, which we confess are small ; we have hopes 
of additions to our number, for many people in the country, 
and especially in this town, are weary of the Independent 
scheme, but, whether we have additions or not, we design to 
build a Chxirch ; consequently much canH be expected from 
us at present. 

There are a great number of new towns northward and 
westward from us, and hardly a town without some con- 
formists to our excellent Church ; and we humbly conceive 
it would promote the joyous design of the honourable Society 
if a missionary were placed in these parts. Northbury and 
we are willing to be included in the same mission ; and since 
Mr, Samuel Cole is going for orders, (with whom we are 
personally acquainted,) who has been helpful to us in many 
respects, our humble request is, that he may be the person 
that may be sent to us, and that he may be the person, 
rather than any other. We shall only add our hearty thanks 
to the honourable Society for their care of this land, and 
after, that we may be still greater partakiers of it, who are, 
Reverend Sir, your most obedient and humble servants, 

Jacob Gmswold, ) ^, , 

Joseph Willboen, | Ohurchward^ru^. 

And others. 



\^Bev, Mr, dolmwn to the Bishop of London. 

8tTatf(yrd, April 28^, 1747. 
My Lord, 

About a month ago I gave your Lordship some account of 
a College undertaking in New-Jersey with a Eoyal Charter, 
which I apprehend would be of very ill-consequence to the 
Church, it being entirely in the hands of the most virulent 
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Methodifite.* Since that, I have procured a copy of their 
charter, and I apprehend it would not be unacceptable to 
jour Lordship to hare a sight of it. This is the occasion of 
my so soon troubling you again, and accordingly I here en- 
close a copy of it, such as I could get ; there may, perhaps, 
be some small defects in it, but, on the whole, it is doubtless 
genuine, and your Lordship can judge whether it be fit that 
absurd and mischievous sect should have such an ample and 
unlimited power given them. I am told, the best sort of 
people in that province do as much dislike it as we do. 

My Lord, I had about two years ago a letter from the So- 
ciety forbidding any one to go home for orders without leave 
first obtained. This I was willing to understand only in 
case of any new mission, or any new charge to the Society. 
I desired it might not be understood to preclude us the liber- 
ty of Bending home proper persons to supply vacancies by 
death or removal ; but I had last week a letter, by which it 
appears we are in no case to send any home without having 
first obtained leave. This, my Lord, is a very great discour- 
agement to the Church in these parts, especially under our 
present circumstances. The death of the Eeverend Mr. Com- 
missary Yesey, Mr, Davenport, Mr. Eichard Caner, and his 
removal from Norwalk before his death, and that of Mr. 
Lyons and Mr. Morris, and the resignation of Mr. Commis- 
sary Price, have ocoasioned a number of vacancies, four of 
which are in this colony, so that I am now alone here on the 
seacoast, without one person, in orders, beside myself, for 
more than one hundred miles ; in which compass there is 
business enough for six or seven ministers ; and those north- 
ward have their hands full, so that my burthen is at present 
insupportable, nor have we yet leave for any to go home, 
though there are five or six valuable candidates. Unless, 
therefore, the Society can provide, or your Lordship can 
think proper to ordain on such titles as can be made here, 
(which, in some places, though not without much hardship, 
may, I believe, be made equal to thirty pounds sterling per 
annum,) the Church must soon decay apace ; mean time it is 
- — ' ^ 

♦ Tliat U, the followers of Mr. Whitfield, though, by profession, Presbyterians, • 
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rdaUjr afieoting to hear the eries and importtinities of people 
from Beveral quarters, and not have it in one's power to help 
them. I humbly beg your Lordship's compasfiioui ptayens 
and benediction^ 

And remain^ may it please your Lordahip, 
Your Lordship's most dutiful son^ 

And most obedient% humble seryant, 

Sahubl JoHirsoar* 

To KT LOSD OF LOKDOK. 



«Ntai 



[A BsUHon/rom the Chitrchwardens 0/ Jftorwalk to the Secretary.'] 

JTorwalky Connedicutj March Bthj 1^48. 

We, the Churchwardens and Vestry of thd Church of Eug- 
land, in Korwalk, most humbly beg leave to lay our cade and 
request before this venerable Board, which is as follows, Vi«* : 

That in the year 1742, in the month of June, the Reverend 
Mr. Richard Caner, by the honourable Society's great favour, 
for which we are humbly thankful, came to us in holy ordmn, 
at which time the Church in Korwalk consisted of about thirty 
families ; and the Church under his ministry greatly increas- 
ing, about Christmas following We concluded to build a new 
Church of the following dimensions, viz., fifty^five feet in 
length, beside steeple and chancel, and thirty-five feet in 
width, which was raised in March following, and we provided 
with great cheerfulness in carrying on the work in order to 
finish, till the time of Mr. Caner's removal from us, Which 
was in the month of October, 1745, at which time our Church 
had increased to the number of ninety families. Immediately 
after Mr. Caner's removal from us, we applied to Mr. Henry 
Caner, and upon his advice, procured Mr. Jeremiah Leaming, 
who came in December, 1745, and continued with us two 
years, and for his service in the Church we paid him more 
than twenty pounds sterling per annum, and the Church has 
increased even to the number of one hundred and five fami* 
lies, which exceeds the number of any other Church in the 
government except the Church in Stratford. Furthermore, 
upon advice of the Reverend Henry Caner, we purchased a 



good house and small glebe, with another lot of land at a 
small distance from the house, of five acres of land, the deeds 
whereof were sent to the Society last summer by the Eev. 
Mr. Commissary Price, and we have since that time pur- 
chased two acres and a half of land in addition, and adjoin- 
ing to said five acres ; and since Mr. Leaming, who is truly 
a worthy gentleman, for whom we have a sincere regard, has, 
however, thought best to leave ns, having some other views, 
we are very thankful to the Society for committing us to the 
care of the Beverend Mr. Lamson, whose labours are always 
very acceptable to us when he can attend here ; but as this 
canuot be very frequently, by reason of the distance and his 
extensive charge, we have, with the approbation of the Bev. 
Clergy, unanimously agreed with Mr. John Ogilvie to read 
the service of the Church, with a view of his settling in the 
ministry among us, and obliged ourselves to pay him fifty 
pounds, New-York money, per annum, equal to three hun- 
dred pounds in our unsettled currency, and he is now, with 
the approbation oC our Reverend Clergy, reading the liturgy 
and sermons among us to our entire satisfaction. What, 
therefore, we beg leave to ask of this venerable Society is, 
that, as we have thus endeavoured to our utmost to qualify 
ourselves for a mission, they would be graciously pleased to 
erect us into a mission, and give leave to the Beverend the 
Clergy to reconamend the said Mr. John Ogilvie, as soon as 
may be, for holy orders ; and that he may be appointed mis- 
sionary for this town, together with Bidgefield, which desired 
to be joined with us, and we shall be most humbly thankftil 
for any salary which this venerable Society, according to 
their wonted goodness, shall please to grant to them. Pray- 
ing with great earnestness for God's blessings upon the pious 
undertaking of this most charitable Society, and that we may 
no longer remain without a missionary. 
We are, venerable gentlemen, 

Tour most obliged, most dutiful, 

Most obedient, hnmble servants, 

JoHH Bblden, ) Churchwarden. 
W iLLiAH Johnson, ) 

And others. 
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[ Ch/u/rehtoaardMs of Stamford to the Secretary, 1 

Stamford^ April 26<A, 1748- 

Eeverend Sir, 

We, the Churchwardens and Yestry of St. John's Church, 
in the united parish of Stamford and Greenwich, beg leave, 
in behalf of ourselves and the professors of the Church of 
England, in Stamford and Greenwich, to return our hearty 
thanks unto the venerable Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel, for their charitable notice and care of us, expressed 
in your letter to the Churchwardens and Yestry of Norwalk, 
dated December 27th, 1747, giving liberty for. Mr, Dibble to 
go home for holy orders, and to take the charge of our 
Church, wjth that of Norwalk, on consideration of our pay- 
ing ten pounds sterling per annum toward his support, as 
Norwalk was to give security for twenty, with the actual 
possession of their glebe. As this resolution of the venerable 
Society is said to be consenting to their request in favour of 
Mr. Dibble, we are willing humbly to hope our request in 
favour of Mr. Dibble, referred to in our petition, dated March 
26th, 1747, (which we transmitted by Mr. Commissary Price,) 
is granted ; for we don't know that the people of Norwalk 
ever requested in favour of Mr. Dibble, nor has he read ser- 
vice among them ; but, among us, steadily for two years and 
a half, for whom we have great esteem and regard, and shall 
be very much gratified, if we can obtain, from the venerable 
Society's great charity, his being appointed their missionary 
for our Church. Our congregation voted cheerfully to comply 
with the Society's directions, in your letter to the Church of 
Norwalk, which Mr. Dibble will communicate to you, in ex- 
pectation that, in Norwalk, they would have readily done 
their part ; but when we found that the people of Norwalk 
declined coming to a positive determination to do, in favour 
of Mr. Dibble, what the honourable Society required as the 
condition on their part, our people, from a hearty affection 
to Mr. Dibble, resolved cheerfully to undertake the expense 
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of hia voyage, and we have effectually secured the payment of 
twenty pounds sterling per annum to the Society's mission- 
ary, according to our bond in Mr. Dibble's hand, and promise 
hereby to put him into possession of our glebe, which is 
better than that of Norwalk ; or, however the honourable 
Society shall determine as to uniting us with Korwalk, we 
humbly submit, and shall be heartily thankful for any share 
of Mr. Dibble's ministry, that the honourable Society shall 
be pleased to allot for us ; so that, by being put under his 
care, we may be sheltered from the persecutions we h«ve 
suffered from the Dissenters, because not included in any of 
the missions, as we set forth more largely in our petition 
above mentioned, and to which we beg leave to refer ; and 
with earnest prayers that God would bless all the charities of 
that venerable Board, we subscribe, 

Reverend Sir, 

Tour most obedient, humble servants, 

--, ^ ' >• Churchw(xrden8. 

Thomas Young, J 

And others. 



[Bev. 2£t. Qratu to th4 Secretary ,"1 

New-London^ Sejpternber 7thy 1748. 

Good Sir, 

I have wrote so lately, that were it not in obedience to my 
instructions, I would not so suddenly have occasioned this 
second trouble. Since my last, I have visited and spent a 
fortnight at Hebron, in which time I road prayers and 
preached nine sermons in the Church, and at their houses; 
in the latter, I had every day several Dissenters, some of. 
whom told me they had never before attended, and 
a satisfactory approbation at our service. However, 
people continue to deny my authority over them, b 
can't produce it under your hand but as I mentis 
before, I doubt not but I shall soon be favoured 
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determination in tUat affair. The Presbyterian divisions ape 
very rife and warm^ and will certainly add to onr hearers iii 
these parts. At my return, I did duty in the new Church at 
Norwich, baptised a child and churched its mother. The 
parent used many arguments to stand surety, but I told himi 
the canons and rubricks, and the practice of others, was my 
rule. The week before I w^nt to Hebron, I received an 
earnest invitation from the inhabitants of Branford, which is 
above forty miles hence. I happily, on my way thither, met 
Dr Johnson ten miles this side, at a place called Guilford, 
where he read prayers, and baptised three children, and I 
preached to a large congregation. Two days after, I per- 
formed service at Branford to a most agreeable sight of audi* 
tors, who behaved very well, and some of the chief of the 
Presbyterians came to my lodgings and returned me thanks. 
As for the people of New-London, I am afraid they will 
never be unanimously reconciled to a regular minister; I 
despair, though I shaU continue to act in the best manner I 
can for the glory of God and their edification. I am sorry 
to say, but from duty am obliged to inform you, that they 
think the Society has not used them very well, in obliging 
them to build a house and sending them a missionary, before 
they desired one, as they say you wrote you would not, which 
desire they did not intend to execute in less than two years 
hence. I cannot, from their behaviour in Church, conclude 
that ever they had an orthodox minister among them, as my 
manner of performing seems strange to them; so does their 
religious deportment to me, but I'll endeavour to perform it, 
[t. e.y the service.] I have given Mr. Livingston, merchant, at 
New-York, one bill of fifteen pounds sterling, due the 25th 
of June last, on the treasurer, and promised another for the 
25th of this month. The heads of families here are about 
seven hundred and thirty ; for want of a registry I don't know 
yet how many are baptised. Since the 7th of March, I bap- 
tised eleven, and a girl of eleven years old ; communicants are 
about thirty. The number of heathens and infidels are as 
much too numerous as the converts are too few. I really 
have not found out yet the number of hearers or Dissenters 
at Hebron. I had each time about forty communicants. I 
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hat6 bftptiaed only two children there. 1 hope, Sir, if tlils 
aecotmt in defeetire, you will condeBcend to pardon and re- 
mote my ignorance, dnce I shall be all attention and obedi- 
ence to your commands and instructions. I pray God to 
direct and prosper the consultations and proceedings of the 
religious, august and yenerable Society, and reward their 
earthly services with eternal joys. As they may depend 
upon my best performances, I desire you will be so kind as 
to present to them the duty of their unworthy missionary, 
a'nd, good Sb*, 

Your most obedient servant, 

And affectionate brother, 

Matt. Gsaves. 



[Sev, Mfi Johnson to the 8eeret(try,\ 

Stratford^ in JUTew-JEngland^ 

S&ptember 29^A, 1748. 

EeVerend Bir, 

I most humbly thank you for yours of June 23d, by Mr. 
Learning, who, I thank Ood, is already safe returned. I hope 
he will do good service at Newport, where he is much wanted 
by reason of Mr. Eoneyman's great age and infirmities, and 
I hope it will not be long before Mr. Dibble and Mr. Mans- 
flield also arrive. I know not how these gentlemen can well 
tiubsist upon so small salaries ; however, I hope the honoura- 
ble Society, who doubtless would do better for us if they 
could, will be well satisfied of their sincerity and zeal for 
promoting the Interests of the Church and true religion from 
their gUdly going so far for holy orders, upon so slender 
Worldly encouragement I thank you for your good wishes 
fot my health, which, I bless God, is very good, but I am yet 
laine, having been ill-served in the setting of my leg, so that 
it is yet very infirm. 

I now proceed to give my Michaelmas account ^t \k^ %\»Xfik 



244 GHUBCH D00UMEKT8. 

of my parish and the country adjacent, where I have preach- 
ed. As to the Church in this town, it is in a flourishing con- 
dition, one family having been added and more looking for- 
ward, and thirty-one have been baptised and eight added to 
the communion since my last ; our new Church is almost 
finished, in a very neat and elegant manner, the architecture 
being allowed in some things to exceed any thing done be- 
fore in New-England. We have had some valuable contri- 
butions, and my people have done as well as could be ex- 
pected from their circumstances, which are generally but. 
slender; but there is one of them who deserves to be men- 
tioned in particular for his generosity ; Mr. Beach, brother 
of the Reverend Mr. Beach, who, though he has a considerable 
family, has contributed above three thousand pounds, our 
currency, to it already, and is daily doing more, and designs 
to leave an annuity, in perpetuurrij toward keeping it in re- 
pair, beside what he intends toward a glebe, to which pur- 
pose one Mr. Birdsey, a worthy person, lately deceased, left 
twenty acres of pasture about two miles oflT, worth a hundred 
pounds in our currency. 

As to Eipton, they continue to [strive] under the small 
encouragement I am able to give them of having a minister 
to themselves ; they purpose, however, to lay their case be- 
fore the Society, in hopes of being in due time provided for, 
and, I believe there will be sixty families join, within five or 
six miles of their Church, and they have pm*chased a house 
and two acres of land toward a glebe. I wish they could be 
provided for. 

Scarce ever was there a people in a more bewildered, con- 
founded condition than those in this colony generally are, as 
to their religious affairs, occasioned by the sad effects of 
Methodism, still in many places strangely rampant, and. 
crumbling them into endless separations, which occasions the 
most sensible of them to be still every where looking toward 
the Church as their only refuge. I have this summer been 
much solicited to visit several places. I have rode as much as 
I could, particularly to Guilford and Branford, where I have 
preached to great numbers, which Mr. Graves also has done, 
and I believe those two towns will, in a little time, be pre- 
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pared to make a mission ; at the former, they are buildiiig a 
Church, and designing it at the latter. 

Middletown and Wallingford are also joining, in order to 
be another mission in due time, and they are going forward 
with their Church at Middletown, where a sensible, studious 
and discreet young man, one Mr. Camp, bred at our College, 
is reading service and sermons, and begs me to mention him 
to the Society as a candidate, and that he may hope in due 
time to be employed in their service. Mr. Colton still reads 
at Hebron, and those people with him have lately been with 
me, begging my interest with the Society, that Mr. Colton 
may have leave, as soon as may be, at least by next fall, to 
go for orders for them, which I very much desire in their be- 
half, there being a good prospect there. 

Mr. Punderson and I, who were together at New-Haven, 
have both directed them to wait on Mr. Graves, to draw an 
address for them, and recommend their case ; and I have 
written to him in their behalf to desire his assistance in 
forwarding their affairs, and they truly need and deserve the 
Society's notice, being thirty miles from any missionary. 

There were nine of our Clergy together at the Commence- 
ment, at New-Haven, about a fortnight ago, among which 
the worthy Mr. Commissary Barclay favoured us with his 
company. We all consulted the best things we could for the 
Church's interest. Among the candidates for their degrees, 
there were no less than ten belonging to our Church, five 
Masters and five Bachelors ; among the former, two in orders, 
Messrs. Sturges and Leaming, and two candidates. Chandler 

and , of the Bachelors, beside my youngest son and 

Mr. Ogilvie. Seabury had a promising son, and as he designs 
him for the Society's service, he desires me to mention what 
I know of him ; and as he has lived four years much under 
my eye, I can truly testify of him that he is a solid, sensible, 
virtuous youth, and, I doubt not, may in due time do good 
service. 

Mrs. Dean desires me to give her duty and thanks to the 
Societv for the liberty granted her to draw on the treasurer 
for fifteen pounds sterling, which she has drawn accordingly. 
My eldest SOU; also, gives his duty mi^l ^kwJisa lot ^^-vxx ^<^ 
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wishes ; he imd I have also drawn tm tb« treftsnrer to thii 
Michaelmas, and my IfctUia ParochiaUa is as follows* 

I am, Beverend Sir, 

Toiir most obliged, obedient, humble servant, 

Jfotitia Parochialia^far JHeAadmas^ 1748. 

I. Ko. of families inhabitants within the bonnds of 

this town^ near* • • • »••••• 800 

n. Ko. of baptised here, and in places adjacent, in 

theChorch, •«•..... « S49 

in. Ko. of baptised since Lady-day, .•••«•••,••••« 31 
IV. No. of actual Communicants here and in Rip- 
ton, about . • • « * . • 200 

Of which admitted, since my last, (of which one 

negro woman,). •••««. ••«••••« ..^ »•• 8 

V. No. of those who profess the Church, families, 

about. ••••••«.••«..••..«• ««^.«. ••••«,•• 14$ 

YI. The rest called Oongregationalists ; Papists, 

none. 
YIL Heathens, beside many unbaptised negroes, 

about ten* 
VJLU. Of converts to a sober Jife, no remarkable in- 
stance, they being generally a sober, regular 
people* 



■■■■ I ■ < ' 



[MeD, Mr, LofMon te the Seerdtirif,*^Mxiriad»'] 

Fairfield^ Naeemher IQtk^ 1748* 

Beveread Sir, 

I have formerly mentioned a Church built*at Stratfidd, n 

riUage within the bounds of Fair&eld^ in whicli they fire 

very urgent to hava me officiaito every third Sanday, beqaufi^ 

we have lai^ eongregati<m8 wh^i I preaoh theareu T!h^ p^Qi> 

ph Hying in the town and w^tward^ are verj mueh agiaiwt 



it, beeauBe Mr. Oaner ii«ed to keep steadily to the Church in 
town, but then tb^re was neither Chur^ nor eon^egatioa 
at 8tratfiekl» 

Norwalk people have be^ imprudent in tbdr conduet ro" 
Ifttiug to the honourable Society's appointm^it for them. I 
am B<arry for their Im^rudenoe, andl believe they are ao too, 
but at present are so much ia a ruffle, that 'tis hard to guess 
^at the condusion will be, and I hardly know what method 
I shall be able to take to qui^ the commotions among theuu 
IfAiall be glad of your Erections, and will endeavour, to the 
utmost of my abilities, to answer the design of my mission 
from the venerable Society, whose <eharitablo purposes that 
God would «very whero bless and prosp^, is the humble 
j»iiy«r of, 

Beverend Sir, yours. 

And the honourable Sodety^s 

Most obedient ai^ dutiful servant, 

JosEpa Laksok. 



[Addreu of the InhahUamU of SufOm^Un^ de^, to ike Society, •^Sxtracit^'\ 

We are inhabitants of a town which, till of late, has been 
under great prejudices against the Church of England, a few 
es:cepted ; Imt by late endiusiastic confusions, whkh mightily 
prevailed here, some of us have been awakened to consider 
the consequence of those principles in which we had been 
educated, and by the assistance of the Beverend Mr. Sea- 
bury, the Society^s missionary at Hempstead, who has been 
very ready to xmX ns on week days, and to perform divine 
430m.ce asBong US) we^ have most heartily embraced the es- 
tablished Cbnrdi, and think it our duty, foo: our own inq)rove- 
mentin irae religion, ioic the good of oair country, and for 
the honour of Ood, to Join with our neighbours, conformists, 
and do afl in our |K>wer for the ja'OBaotion of the interests of 
the eslaUished CSbnreh ; in o»r z&H for which, we have built 
a CSboidbi that| in a Isttld 4im€^ wiUba tM^ssiiss^d^vQ^^^a ^ 
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use ; but as we are eighteen miles distant from Mr. Seabnry, 
who is the nearest nussionary, and he being obliged to attend 
twQ Churches in his own parish, viz., those of Hempstead 
and Oyster Bay, we, therefore, most humbly beg the Society 
to attend to our prayers, which is, that Mr. Samuel Seabury, 
the son of your worthy missionary, a young gentleman (lately 
educated and graduated at Yale College) of a good character 
and excellent hopes, may be appointed the^ociety's Catechist 
at this place, and perform divine service among us in a lay 
capacity, with some allowance from the honourable Society 
for that service. 

In testimony of our sincerity, we have to this affixed our 
subscription of such sums of money as each of us respectively 
promise and obUge ourselves to pay to Mr. Samuel Seabury 
aforesaid, yearly, in half yearly payments, for the space of 
three years, for officiating amongst us ; which subscription, 
we beg the honourable Society to believe, will be punctually 
paid by the honourable Society's most humble petitioners, 
the subscribers, 

H. Lloyd, . 
And others. 



[Cfvurchwardens^ dbe,^ to the Society » — Matract.] 

Biptan^ in Connecticut^ UTew-Englandj 

September lUh^ 1748. 

Gentlemen, 

As the distance from the Church, at Stratford, is eight or 
ten, or for some, twelve miles, it is exceedingly difficult, 
especially in the winter season, to go to Church there with 
our families ; and being fearful that the Church will diminiali 
among ns, as the case now is, having no other means when 
we cannot attend at Stratford, only the Bev. Dr. Johnson to 
be with us about four times in a year, excepting some time 
past, when the Beverend Dr. Johnson's son did read to us, 
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for which we are heartily thankful to the honourable Soci- 
ety ; but he is now become a student at law, and follows the 
courts, and has declared that he will not be a Clergyman ; 
and has not officiated here for several months ; indeed, while 
he did, we were laughed at by the Dissenters for having a 
lawyer for our priest, which discouraged many of our people, 
so that they would not go to hear him. Now, if there be a 
probability of our having a minister, which we heartily de- 
sire and earnestly petition for, we hope the Society will send 
ns a true son of the established Church, who may have the 
prosperity of the Church at heart, which, if we should ob- 
tain, we doubt not but that the Church would be liKely to 
flourish among us, but if not, we fear that many of our 
young people will turn to the Dissenters as many have done 
already. 



[Bev, Mr, IHbblee to the Society,] 

Stamford^ Ncyoember lUli^ 1748. 

Reverend Sir, 

I take this opportunity, the first that conveniently oflfere^ 
to acquaint you that, by the blessing of God, Mr. Mansfield 
and I arrived safe and in good health, at New-York, the 23d 
of October, and to my mission, at Stamford, on the 26th. 
My mind is impressed with a sense of the divine goodness to me 
in my voyage, through so many dangers as I have been hap- 
pily preserved, and returned successfully to my family ; and, 
I think it my duty to return my thanks to the venerable So- 
ciety, for the expression of their favour and goodness in the 
reception I had from the honourable Board, and the charit- 
able assistance afforded to the good and well disposed people 
who had so earnestly desired that I might be their minister, 
in the holy order, of the Church of England ; and the Church- 
wardens and Vestry of St John's Church, in Stamford, de* 
sire me to return their very sincere and hearty thanks to the 
Society for their favour to me, and the grant of their humble 
request, by admitting them into the number of the Churchy 
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under the honourable Society's charitable protection and a»- 
fiistance, and particularly for the library allowed their Church, 
and the pious tracts sent by me, to be dispersed for prorao^ 
ting religion and virtue among them ; and 'tis a pleasure to 
me to acquaint the Society, that my people have every .way 
manifested their great satisfaction and joy at my return to 
them, and I have reason to hope that, by God's blessing at- 
tending my honest endeavours, I may do much good among 
them, which I shall not fail to use my utmost application 
to effect, and pray God to give success. I have already 
preached at three distinct parts of my mission to pretty large 
congregations, have baptised two adult persons, one aged 
sixty-seven years, and the other above forty, and also five 
infants ; have once administered the Lord's Supper at Stam- 
ford, had but 16 communicants, but expect more at Christ- 
mas. I hope I may be excused for not sending a Notitia 
Parochialia at this time, not being able as yet to give it in 
form, I find the people of Norwalk are much ruffled, as 
Mr. Ogilvie now talks of leaving them, (they say,) after he had 
promised to be their minister, with such a support as they 
could give him. This promise, I suppose, induced them to 
neglect the provision the honourable Society made for them, 
against the advice of sundry of the Clergy, and particularly 
of Mr. Wetmore, to whom both I and the people of Nor- 
walk are indebted, for his friendly and good advice at that 
time, according to which I entirely conducted myself, and 
gave not the least occasion of umbrage to that people, who, 
I perceive, manifest some offence at me, as well as at others 
that don't deserve it, because they are unwilling to lay the 
blame of their misfortune where it is only due. I only add 
my humble duty to your venerable Board, with the earnest 
prayers to almighty God, to give his blessing to all their 
charitable designs, and, with much respect, beg leave to sub- 
scribe, as I am sincerely and heartily. 

Reverend Sir, your most obedient, 

And most humble Berrant, 

Eberbzieb Dibblbe. 
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ISev, Mr, Punderton to the Secretary,— Mtract.] 

N. Oroton^ 25^A March^ 1749. 

Reverend and dear Sir, 

Since my preaching last September, at Cohasset, about 
eight miles north of Guilford, and which was the first sermon 
preached in that place by a Clergyman of the Church of Eng- 
land, they have almost ever since read prayers and sermons 
to upward of forty persons. I have promised them a visit 
the beginning of April, 



lB$v* Mr* Johnson to the Secretary, ^^Extraci.\ 

Stratfordy in Ifew-England^ 

March mh, 1749. 

Reverend Sir, 

I have little that is new to say of the state of iny parish, 
but a disposition among the sectaries toward the Church, 
seems here, and in many other places, still increasing, particu- 
larly at Guilford and Branford, where I baptised a man and 
his wife and five children, and seven children in the family of 
another person, who is a man of considerable weight in thta 
last mentioned town, where twenty-nine families have, within 
two or three years, conformed to the Church, who, with eigh- 
teen families at Guilford, (which is within ten miles,) are in 
hopes they may, within a little while, become a mission ; and 
a young man who took his Bachelor's degree last commence- 
ment, whose name is Stocking, is desirous to be admitted as 
a candidate for the Society's service, and they are about pro- 
curing him to read to them 'till he is of age, which will be 
about two or three years hence, by which time there will 
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probably be a considerable addition to them. I have already 
mentioned the desires of Middletown and Wallingford, where 
the Church has further increased since my last, and Mr. Camp 
has continued to rfead there with good success, and, I think, 
will be a worthy and useful person, and he and they are 
about addressing the Society for leave for him to go home 
for them next spring, and would be humbly thankful if leave 
would be given him to go, by next fall, that he may embark 
early in the spring. They are near raising their Church, and 
two more new Churches are building, viz., at Norwich and 
Litchfield. The Church is very considerably increasing at 
New-Haven, where the College is, and a considerable sum is 
already subscribed toward building a Church, and it is not 
doubted but between that town and West-Haven (a village 
within four miles, where there is already a neat little Church) 
there will soon be forty or fifty families. My younger son 
has read Ua the last fall and winter, chiefiy at West-Haven, 
and sometimes at Branford and Guilford, as well as Eipton, 
but as he lives at the College, the chief place of his useful- 
ness is there and at West-Haven. And I doubt not, by the 
time of his being of age, and perhaps before, there will be a 
flourishing Church there, which will be a place of much im- 
portance. 

ITie dissenting gentleman's pernicious answer to Mr. White 
has, by the zeal of our sectaries, been reprinted, both at Bos- 
ton and York, and scattered all ov^r the country, which does 
much damage in prejudicing people against the Church ; and 
they are now reprinting (I suppose) the same gentleman's 
piece against subscription to explanatory articles ; it would 
therefore be of great use if we had, each of us, a few copies 
of Mr. White's answers, to lend about as an antidote, and 
Mr. Harvest's, or some other author's, defence of subscription, 
against Chandler. 
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[Bev. Mr* Beach to the Secretary, ^Extract,] 

Heading J in Connecticut^ New England^ 

April 1st, 1749. 

Eeverend Sir, 

I have about four Inin,dred constant hearers, all of whom, 
excepting a very few, adorn their profession by a sober, 
righteous and godljtJife. Almost two-thirds of the inhabi- 
tants of this parish are Independents, who have two ministers 
of their own persuasion, I baptise about sixty or seventy 
children commonly in one year, and some few adults, and 
am now preparing two whole families for baptism who were 
bred Independents. My parishioners are poor, and have but 
few negro slaves, but all they have, I have, after proper in- 
structions, baptised, and some of them are communicants, 
and appear to be serious Christians. Our Church here, like 
the house of David, waxes stronger and stronger. 



\_Bev. Mr. Gibhe to the Secretary. — Extract.l 

Simahuryy New-England, July 4dh, 1749. 

Ee'^erend Sir, 

New-Cambridge and Cornwall. As to the first of these 
places I have attended nigh two years, and yet do, as often 
as I well can, and for which they willingly reward me and to 
my satisfaction ; yet, nevertheless, the Dissenters do oblige 
them to pay to the dissenting minister, and which they have 
refused, and for their refusal, were, four of them, committed 
to Hartford gaol, and in a place where they keep malefactors ; 
upon which they then paid their money to the collector, 



\ 
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Thomas Hart, of New-Cambridge. I accordingly demanded 
the money of Baid collector, but he refused, by reason, as he 
said, of my mission not extending thither. Six more are now 
threatened, and whom I fear they will imprison. As to the 
other place, Cornwall, I have taken care of it near one year 
and a half, and they have taken the money from them also. 
I demanded the same of the collector there, but he refused 
to pay me ; one of these men, viz., Stephen Lee, being firmly 
attached to the Church, refused paying the collector for the 
support of the dissenting minister of the place, and for this, 
wa& committed to the gaol of Hartford, at the news of which, 
I being but twelve miles distant, went and visited him ; the 
man being poor, I took pity on him ted released him, by 
paying his rate, which was seven pounds, and the charges 
likewise, which, with the rate, amounted to twenty-one 
pounds ; and this is the usage of Dissenters toward Churchmen 
here, which very much grieves me. I therefore humbly beg 
the honourable Society would, as soon a& they think it best 
and convenient, relieve the Church under it» present circum- 
stances, and 60 free it from all its grievances and trouble. 
If the Society were pleased to appoint me over these places 
I have now the care of, it might put a stop to the Dissenters 
interfering with us more, for they at present seem to be reso- 
lutely bent to hurt, (and if it were possible,) to ruin the 
Church in these parts ; and as to my mission,, they look upon 
it to extend no further than Simsbury. 



[Bev. Mr. Punderson to the Secreiary.r^Iktraet.'} 

Oroton^ 25th Se^tmiber^ 1749. 

Eeverend Sir, 

In May I made another tour to the Union, about forty-five 
miles from my house ; preached at Mr. Lawson's, where be- 
tween sixty and seventy persons were convened ; seven then 
declared conformity, and they have ever since upheld the 
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worship of God according to our most excellent litnrgy ; in 
the evening returned sixteen miles to Mansfield, preached, 
and administered the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, the 
next day, to sixteen communicants ; on Friday, performed 
service in the Church at Norwich. During the heat of sum- 
mer have visited Charlestown, Preston, Stonington, Norwich, 
and South Groton. 



IBev. Mr, JHbbUs to the 8ecretary.^Sxtract,'\ 

Stamford^ in Ootmecticutj 

September 29thj 174d, 

Reverend Sir, 

I bless God that I have not laboured among them without 
some visible success in each of the places where I have per- 
formed divine service. I preach at Horse Neck the second 
Sunday in each month, about six miles from Stamford ; have 
had some converts to the Church there, and the people have 
zealously exerted themselves to build a small chapel, of about 
thirty-six feet in length and twenty-five feet in breadth, to 
accommodate our assembly at these times, which they have 
enclosed and glazed, and if they could be favoured with a 
Bible and Common Prayer-Book for that Church, it would 
be a very welcome present, their Churchwf^^rdens having 
humbly desired me to request the same. Greenwich being 
not above five miles from Stamford, I have only occasionally 
officiated there upon week days, except two Sundays the 
year past ; and as they have no settled dissenting minister 
among them, they have invited me into their meeting-house, 
and the inhabitants of all sorts generally attend Church when I 
preach there ; and at Stamford there is a very visible alteration 
in the temper and disposition of the dissenting party ; in so 
much, that at sundry times when their meeting-house chanced 
to be destitute of a dissenting minister, our Church has been 
crowded by the attendance of Dissenters, and many of them 



256 GHUBOU DOCUMENTS. 

cheerfully united in the services of our holy Church, which, 
together with the sundry converts already obtained, gives 
rae great encouragement to hope, by the blessing of God, for 
abundant success in my ministry. 



[Hev. Mr, Wathim to the Seonktry.—ZxiraeiJ] 

JSTeW' Windsor y in the Province of New- YorJcy 

in America^ October IQthy 1749. 

Keverend Sir, 

Having for three years past been in a very low state of 
health, in April last I took a journey into New-Englaifd to 
see if by that I could in any measure recover my health ; 
and in my journey I was very earnestly requested by the 
people of Norwalk to preach on Sunday, and administer the 
Holy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper to them, which accord- 
ingly I did, and was much pleased to see such a large congre- 
gation and so many communicants ; the number of which 
was abo\it seventy, who behaved very decently. From 
thence, as I have passed through Stratford, I was very much 
urged by the Reverend Dr. Johnson and some of the good 
people of Eipton to preach in a new Church in Eipton, and 
administer the Holy Sacrament there, which I likewise did ; 
there I found a congregation of about three hundred people 
of the Church of England, where I also administered the 
Holy Sacrament to about sixty communicants, who behaved 
very devoutly and with much decency. 

I find the people of New-England, and especially in Con- 
necticut, generally are of a more zealous turn of mind than 
in those provinces which are to the west and south of it. 

Hezekiah Watkins. 
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[Biv, Mr, GMs to the Seeretary,-— Extract,^ 

Hartford Oaol^ December 28^A, 1749. 

Reverend Sir, 

In my last, which was but lately, I acquainted the Society 
of the Dissenters' ill usage toward the Churchmen of New- 
Cambridge, in obliging them to pay to them, and when, having 
demanded the money of the collector, was refused the same, 
and which put me upon sueing him before John Humphreys, 
Esquire, one of his Majesty's justices of the peace, in Sims- 
bury town, for my Churchwarden's rate of Caleb Matthews, 
but was cast, and for my refusing to pay the cost, an execu- 
tion has been out against me for some time, and is now 
brought and served by Jonathan Humphreys' constable, of 
that place, (Simsbury,) and I am by him taken and brought 
to Hartford, and so put into the gaol where I now am ; thus 
presumptuous and bold are these men in these parts. 



[B«o, J£r, Punderson to the Secretary,"] 

March 27^A, 1750. 

Reverend and dear Sir, 

There was some time since a statute, made in this govern- 
ment, to exempt the professors of the Church of England 
from paying taxes to dissenting ministers and meeting-houses, 
but expressed in such limited and ambiguous terms as to be 
the occasion of many disputes and diflBculties to the messen- 
gers of peace, to whose care they belong. I have been 
obliged to take out six or seven writs upon that statute, 
which, with my other papers, I shall soon transmit to the 
venerable Society, and in two of which I have been with- 

17 
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stood and cast, and could have no appeal, and have been at 
more than £70 expense, and lie under an execution for £11| 
which was served on me not many days since. I cannot but 
believe that the venerable Board will speedily employ their 
interest, not only to put an end to such presumptuous and 
outrageous conduct from those who breathe by toleration, 
but also that the expense I have been at in those suits, and 
in defence of my children, for as such I look upon those who 
have committed the care of their souls to me, might be or- 
dered to be returned. At present, being very much unwell, 
having last Saturday rode to Charlestown, part of the way 
in the rain, preached two sermons on Sunday and yesterday 
in Stonington, upon my return, got to my own house about 
nine. At present, I add only my fervent prayers to Almighty 
God for prosperity and success to that venerable Board, and 
an increase of liberty and peace to the professors of our most 
excellent Churchy 

And am, Reverend Sir, yours, 

And the Society's laborious servant, 

Eben'b Pundebsok. 



[S&o, Dr. Johnson to the 86ciretarff.-—Extr<Mi.'\ 

Stratfordy in Ifew-England^ 

March ZOth, 1760. 

Reverend Sir, 

The little hopes we can have, Sir, of having any of our 
candidates or destitute places provided for even ever so slen- 
derly, and for a long time^ is a very great damp to the 
Church in these parts, which, however, would not be wholly 
discouraged, provided it were practicable for them to obtain 
orders, if it were only upon such title as the people could 
make, which, though it would be very hard for them to do, 
they would, in some places, engage £30 per annum, and the 
candidates would accept of it, at least for the present^ tUl 
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more conld be done fbr them, either by the Society or the 
people themselves, as they should increase. This is the case 
at Norwalk, Hebron, Middletown, with Wallingford and 
Guilford, with Branford, and I am desired by sundry of both 
people and candidates, to beg the direction of the Society 
how to proceed; whether £30 from the people can be ac- 
cepted for a title, and, if so, to whom they can apply for 
orders, since they can have no title from the Society for a 
long time. They would, however, in the mean time, do as they 
best can ; and I beg to be under the Society's direction, and 
entreat, that if no Bishop should come over into these parts, 
we may be advised time enough for them to go home in the 
fall, whether orders can be had upon such a title, and from 
whom. 

They are the more solicitous for this, for the reasons I gave 
in my last, viz., that the people must be forced to pay to tlie 
Dissenters till they^have ministers of their own in orders. 
We intend, indeed, to apply to our next assembly for relief, 
but I doubt the success ; mean time many of our people are 
frequently persecuted and imprisoned for their rates to dis- 
senting teachers, which they never had been in any stipula- 
tion with. The case of great numbers is exti*emely hard, if 
they can have no ministers in orders, neither from any title 
of the Society, nor from any that themselves can make, and, 
at the same time, cannot have the excellent liturgy and ser- 
mons of the Church rea^ to them by candidates of their own, 
whom they would gladly support to the utmost of their power, 
if they could have their own money for their own purposes. 
In these straits, Sir, I beg you would tell us what we should 
do. 

And to add to all our other griefs, it seems we have some 
♦ enemy or other that has represented us to the venerable 
Board, as presuming to vary from the eatcMieJied form of 
Prayer^ omitting^ adding or altering^ cbc. This is very hard 
indeed, when we have given so much proof of our inviolable 
attachment to it, and that the established Episcopacy and 
liturgy is dearer to us than any thing in the world besides ; 
so dear as to make us leave fathers^ mx>ther8^ hrotherSj sts- 
terSy houses and lands^ and venture our \\n^%\»o >S^<^ ^^*^^Si^^ 
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hazards for it; twenty -five of us having gone a thousand 
leagues for Episcopal orders, of whom no less than five have 
lost their lives, and several others suffered the most danger* 
ous sickness, and all at the expense of more than we could 
well afford; and all this, when we might have had the 
greatest applause of all our friends and acquaintances, if we 
could have made our consciences easy as we "were, and the 
best preferments they could give. 

I have diligently inquired what foundation there could be 
for this report, and can find none. Most of the Clergy and 
readers have read in my Church in my absence, and my 
people tell me they never heard the least variation, nor can I 
find any thing of this kind in the Clergy ;0r lay readers. One, 
indeed, tells me he has sometimes added two or three words 
in the prayer after sermon. Grant t^ we beseech t/ieey&c.^ 
in which he had followed a great example he heard in Lon^ 
don. Perhaps the first lesson, or some of the latter part of the 
liturgy may have been omitted on some extreme cold day, 
or in the collect of the day, for the gunpowder treason ; it may 
have been read, giving his late Majesty^ King WiUiumy a 
safe arrival in England^ instead of here^ which could not be 
true ; and I should be glad if the informer were put upon 
proof, that if there ever was any thing worse than these it 
might be made to appear, that the offender might receive 
condign punishment. Sure I am there is nothing w^ have 
more at heart than to receive the fr^ enjoyment of the Eng- 
lish establishment without variation, and the immediate in- 
spection of a worthy Bishop, to whom we would gladly ac^ 
count for all our behaviour and conduct ; and, till any thing 
material is made out against us, I simply beg the Society's 
charity foir us, and I believe I may safely challenge the in- 
former to make any thing of this kind to appear, and X ftm ^ 
freely willing and shall be glad to leave this or any o&er 
controversy ho may think fit to have with us, to the wisdom, 
candour and justice of the venerable Society to judge be- 
tween us. 

Heverend Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Sa3£uel Johnsok. 
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[JSev. Mr, JSeaeh to the Secretary J\ 

Heading^ in Connecticut^ Ifew-England^ 

Ajpril dth, 1750. 

Reverend Sir, 

As I take three small congregations professing the Ohnrch 
of England, at New-Milford and New-Faiifield, being betwixt 
eighteen and twenty-five mUes distant from my dweUing, bo 
I last week visited them, and found that many of their neigh- 
bours from Independents are become a sort of extravagant 
enthusiasts, which, as yet, want aname. For their minister 
they have an ignorant mechanick, not. able to give a tolerable 
account of the first principles of natural or revealed religion, 
as I have found by conversmg with him; his praying and 
preaching, as they call it, is performed by screaming and 
hallooing to such a degree, that he may be heard at above a 
mile distant. He admijiisters the Lord's Supper (as he says) to 
persons who profess to be unbaptised, and to small children; 
and at the time when he presumes to administer that holy 
Sacrament, as credible spectators inform me, there is such a 
hideous and horrible screaming and howling among his com- 
municants, that one would be tempted to suspect that the 
devil was come visibly among them. I have taken some 
pains with this presumptuous man and his hearers, but to lit- 
tle purpose, for they have renounced reason as carnal, and pre- 
tend to inspiration. I have baptised this half year fifty-eight, 
of whom five are adults ;. some few of them were Indian child- 
ren. My congregations are in a peaceable and growing con- 
dition, and, I think, do increase in knowledge and virtue. I 
this day draw upoix the treasurer for twenty-five pounds, and 
am, Eeverend Sir, 

Tours, and the venerable Society's 

Most obedient servant, 

JoHK Beach. 
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[JSev. Mr, Gibht to the Seeretary^-^JExtraet,'] 

Simshury^ May 24^A, 1750. 

Reverend Sir^ 

The Dissenters remain yet insolent, as* is manifest by their 
attempting to take away rates from some of my parishioners, 
who are scarce two miles distant from the Church ; their plea 
is that they are out of the bounds of Simsbury. I did at first 
promise myself the satisfaction and pleasure of seeing a large 
growth of the Church here^ but am now something scrupu- 
lous^ of the same, as things at present are, and which I impute 
mainly to the want of a house, and which my people have 
not so much as attempted after, and which I am now alto- 
gether out of hopes of. 

William Gibbs. 



\S«v, Mr, Ihmderson to the Society.] 

i\r. Orotofij 2Sth June^ 1760. 

Reverend Sir, 

As the venerable Society have appointed me an itinerant 
missionary in New-England, the members of the Church of 
England, at Middletown, Oohasset, Guilford, Wallingford, 
Mansfield, Stafford, &c., have submitted themselves to my 
pastoral care, and whatever ministerial taxes they have been 
assessed to pay, I have ordered to be entirely applied toward 
building their Churches and maintaining readers among 
them, without taking any part of them myself. My dis- 
charges they have accepted in Middletown, Guilford, Wal- 
lingford, Mansfield, Stafford, Canterbury, &c. ; but in Bran- 
ford and Oohasset they have, in the most violent manner, 
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^een distressing, and imprisoning the members of the Church 
of England, The last winter^ taking encouragement from 
my ill success in endeavouring to recover the taxes taken 
about three years ago froih one Jonathan Wood^ and last 
year from Matthew Paul, of the Union, (who lost upward of 
twelve pounds of our money, taken from him, as will appear 
by the enclosed receipts,) great has been the expense and 
many the hardships I have been at in endeavouring to pro- 
tect the Church in that liberty only which the Baptists and 
Quakers universally enjoy in the government ; and I now 
despair, without the venerable Board will interpose and pro- 
cure an express order that the professors of the Church of 
England shall enjoy, at least, the same ease and liberty that 
Dissenters are indulged in. There are so many coming over 
to the Church on the one hand, or going over to the Inde- 
pendents on the other, that the Presbyterians (as they call 
themselves) imagine oppression and violence the only method 
to support their declining interest, as appears by their taking 
by distress more than five hundred pounds from the Inde- 
pendents in a less space than fifteen miles square, annually, 
for some years past^ which sufferings greatly excite my pity ; 
since both, though equally involved in schism and error, 
have, or ought to have, the same indulgence from the act of 
toleration. 

Since mine of the 26th of March last, upon the 14th of May 
I set out upon a long journey ; went to Hartford to forward a 
memorial to the Assembly in favour of the Church ; the next 
day rode to Middletown, sixteen jniles, and preached them a 
sermon ; the day after went down to Cohasset, fourteen miles ; 
preached the day following to a pretty congregation of 
sincere Church people, all brought over to the Church by 
God's blessing on my labours there ; the next day and follow- 
ing, preached in Guilford, christened four children, and went 
to Branford ; preached to at least three hundred persons, ad- 
ministered the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper to about 
thirty communicants, baptised four children ; the next day 
rode to Wallingford, preached to a pretty congregation, 
baptised three children ; the next day went to Middletown, 
and the day following, preached there ; the next day went to 
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East Haddam, where probably there never was a minister ot 
the Church of England before, had a congregation of near 
one hundred persons, one child christened, and one couple 
married, added two to our Church, who received the com- 
munion the first Sunday of this instant, and are persons of an 
excellent character ; the next day arrived at my house, so that 
in the space of twelve days I travelled near two hundred 
miles, preached nine sermons, and had near one thousand 
persons attend divine service in the several places* Upon 
the 12th of this instant, I preached at Windham, two persons 
declared for the Church ; the next day in Mansfield, christened 
a child ; the next day at Hebron, preached to a large congre- 
gation ; after service twenty of them signed a bond for thirty 
pounds sterling to Mr. Colton, annually, earnestly entreating 
the Society that he may have leave to come home in the fall. 
Above all things, I earnestly entreat the venerable Society to 
have such compassion upon the members of the Chui-ch of 
England, as to procure immediately a toleration for them from 
all such unrighteous oppression, that the messengera of peace 
they send into this government may not be perplexed and 
harassed by endless law proceedings. I have drawn for £8 
of my last quarter's salary, in favour of the Reverend Mr. 
Broughton, and the rest in favour of Mr. "Woodbridge, 

And am, Reverend Sir^ yours. 

And the Society's obedient, humble servant, 

Eben'r Pundkeson. 



[Jiev. Mr, Graves to the bishop of London, — ExJtnKt,^ 

\ 

NeW'London^ July 20^A, 1750. 

My Lord, 

To vindicate the cause of oppressed innocence, and relieve 
those who suffer for righteousness sake, is the command of 
our Saviour and a grand characteristic of His holy religion ; 
how far I have succeeded in this noble design, which now, in 
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all hnmility, sues for yonr Lordship's consummating appro- 
bation, Mr.Copp, the bearer hereof, is both a witness and 
example. This gentleman, who has had a liberal education, ac- 
cording to the methods practised in this place, was descended 
from Presbyterian parents, and was brought up in the utmost 
prejudice to our religion. At my coming to this mission, I 
found him the publick master of a grammar and mathemati- 
cal school, supported solely by Presbyterian donations. By 
report he was a bigoted Independent, but a strict moralist. 
Curiosity at first led me into his acquaintance, and conversa- 
tion informed me of Iris parts. His aversion to our Church, 
I easily apprehended, arose from zeal witiiout knowledge — 
zeal for his own sect and ignorance of our reasonable service ; 
thence I applied myself to treat with him in an easy manner, 
and by degrees more dosely upon topics of religion, and 
afterward induced him to read some books wrote in vindica- 
tion of our discipline, the happy consequence of which was, 
he admired and ingenuously owned his ignorance, confessed 
the purity of our Church, and has reasoned and read himself 
into a conscientious conformist, as I verily believe ; so that he 
is deprived of his office, and the rery house he rented for 
some years is hired to another. However, he resolved to 
persevere in his well-grounded resolution, and to rely entirely 
upon the providence of that God, who has changed his dark- 
ness into light, and hence he presumes to cast himself at your 
Lordship's feet, and, if found worthy, to implore the sacred 
Imposition of your hands. God forbid that I should, from 
any motive whatsoever, recommend an improper labourer into 
Christ's vineyard ; and, therefore, am I humbly of opinion 
that this gentleman will make a very useful missionary. If 
it be for His glory, may God incline your heart to add him 
to our number, otherwise not. 

'Tis reportied, my Lord, that you intend to appoint a new 
Commissary in these parts, and tiiat a native of the place is 
to discharge that office ; but I hope your Lordship (for God's 
sake pardon my well-intended freedom) will be pleased to 
consider that, as an American is Commissary in the western, 
so to condescend that a European may be impowered in the 
eastern part of this continent ; for my part, I am not at all fit 
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for that honourable post, but will be bold to say, that Dr. Mo- 
Sparran is every way qualified for it. All Europeans, espe- 
cially ministers, meet with a very ungracious reception here ; 
and certain I am, that there is a plan already formed to ex- 
tirpate us entirely ; a plan which, in its embryo, I zealously 
opposed, and, by the help of God, hitherto have been enabled 
to defeat it ; a plan which, I doubt not to affirm, would 
shake the foundation of these infant Churches, by casting ns 
absolutely upon the mercy of the populace, and reduce us 
into a Presbyterian, servile dependence. It would be too 
tedious to trouble you with a recital of the whole affair, 
which the bearer, being perfectly acquainted with, will, at 
your Lordship's command, impartially relate. 

Twould be too long as well as tragical to repeat the seve- 
ral difficulties, severities and affronts which our hearers are 
harassed with, in many parts of this colony, by rigorous per- 
secutions and arbitrary pecuniary demands, inflicted on the 
conscientious members of our Church by domineering Pres* 
byterians, the old implacable enemies of Zion's prosperity 
and peace. These, your Lordship's sons, are imprisoned^ 
arrested and nonsuited with prodigious cost, contrary to the 
laws of God and man. All professors of tlie Church of Eng- 
land, over whom there is not a particular missionary appoint- * 
ed, are obliged to support Presbyterian teachers and their 
meeting-houses — a cruel injustice and usurpation imposed on 
no other Society. This is solemn truth. As your Lordship 
is not only Bishop of these parts, but also one of his Majesty's 
most honourable privy council, I am confident a letter from 
you to some of your Clergy, with your Lordship's order or 
request to our General Assembly, that all the professors or 
members of the Church of England be exempted from all 
rates and demands whatever, collected for the support of 
other Churches and ministers than their own, would obtain 
the desired effect, and every day gain proselytes to our holy 
jcommunion, who are now restrained through fear of ad- 
ditional taxes. 

am, my Lord, 

Tour Lordship's humble servant. 

Matt. Gsaves. 
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[From Jiwutes ^th4 Society ,] 

20^A Jvly^ 1750. 

At a general meeting of the Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, held on the 20th of July, 
1760— 

It was reported from the Committee, that they had read 
a letter from the Beverend Mr. Mansfield, missionary at 
Derby, in Connecticut, dated "Derby, December 26th, 
1749," acquainting that the people of Derby and Oxford, as 
well as those of Waterbury and Westbury, have been sharers 
in the great oppressions which are laid upon the members of 
the Episcopal Church in that colony, by means of the dis- 
senting collectors distraining their goods toward the support 
of the dissenting teachers, and their meeting-houses ; but 
notwithstanding this, his congregation adheres steadily to the 
Church, and the number of communicants in Derby is sixty- 
nine, in "Waterbury seventy-seven, and he had baptised, in 
the preceding half year, twenty-four children. 

Whereupon, the Committee inspected the minutes of the 
Society of the 17th of November, 1749, wherein the Society 
resolved to protect the members of the Church of England 
in all their just legal rights. 

N. B. — ^These sort of complaints come by every ship al- 
most ; there are now some ministers of the Church of Eng- 
land in prison on account of their persecutions from the Dis- 
senters. 

[The original of this N. B. is in the handwriting of Archbishop Seeker.— £d.] 



J 
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[Mtmarandum of Dr, Beomroft^ {tJts Sidrdary,) about ih€ Charier of Cormedicui. 

From tJie Society* a j^c^^era,] 

The Charter of the Colony of Connecticut, in Kew-Eng- 
land, was granted on the 28d day of April, in the fourteenth 
year of the reign of King Charles the Second, and power was 
given by it to John Winthrop, John Mason and others, to 
become a body corporate and political, by name of the Gov- 
ernors and Company of the English Colony of Connecticut, 
in Kew-England, in America, and, as such, to have a perpet- 
ual succession and common seal, ai^d to choose annually, on 
every second Thursday in May, a governor,. a deputy gov- 
ernor, and twelve assistants, to make reasonable laws, xiot 
contrary to the laws of England, and to revoke the same as 
by the General Assembly, or the major part of them, shall 
be thought fit ; and to do all other matters and things where* 
by the people, inhabitants there, may be so religiously, 
peaceably and civilly governed, as that their good life and 
orderly conversation may win and invite the natives of the 
country to the knowledge and obedience of the only true God 
and Saviour of mankind and of the Christian faith. 

Complaint is made that several members of the Church of 
England, in this province, have been cast into prison by the 
magistrates for the non-payment of taxes, expressly assessed 
and raised for the building and support of Presbyterian 
meeting-bouses and their teachers. 

K. B. — ^It is asserted that the Independents also are thus 
harassed on the same accoxmt, but Quakers and Anabaptists 
are excused. 
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ISev. Mr, Manf/Uld to the JSecfetfittp,] 

Derby ^ July^ A. 2?., 1750. 

* Rererend Sir, 

I have continued this last half year constantly to officiate 
in the several parts of my mission, and occasionally, espe- 
cially on holy days, at • six or seven other towns, which are 
destitute of a missionary. The Church seems to be in a 
flourishing condition in the places which I visit, notwith- 
standing the hardships which some of them labour under in 
being distrained by the dissenting collectors of money to 
support their teachers ; which, at the desire of the Church 
people of Brantford particularly, I mentioned in my letter of 
December 12th. This severity of the Dissenters will, I fear, 
ruin the interests of the Church in some places ; the people, 
by reason of heavy taxes laid upon them for the support of 
dissenting ministers, l)eing unable to make any provision for 
the building of Churches and buying glebes, and, consequently, 
almost despairing of enjoying the privileges of the Church. 
Some of these towns are about thirty and forty miles distant 
from Derby, the place of my residence ; yet as the people ex- 
press a very great desire of having the missionaries of the 
honourable Society come emong them, I visit them as often 
as the care of my large mission will permit me. I have an- 
nexed my JVbtitia ParochiaUs for Derby and Waterbury, 
and have drawn upon the Society's treasurer £10 toward my 
support, 

And am, Reverend Sir, the Society's 

Most obliged and obedient servant, 

RiCHASD MaNSFIBU . 
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[Bev, Dr, Johnson to the Seotektry.-^^xtrad,] 

Slratfardy in NeM-England^ 

October 15thy 1760. 

Eeverend Sir, 

As to our. petition to our Assemblj for power by law to 
tax ourselves, and collect our tax independent of the Dissent- 
ers, I am sorry to tell you that it is defeated. All the Cler- 
gy and people were unanimous in it, except the Eeverend 
Mr. Graves, but he could not see reason to approve of it, 
thinking it best the law should stand as it is, and we be sub- 
ject to the Dissenters to tax us and collect our taxes, though 
the law forbids us a vote in raising them, with which many 
of our people were very uneasy. However, as the rest were 
agreed in it, they thought proper to go on ; but as he was 
pleased to oppose it by writing to some of the members of 
the Assembly, it was postponed till we had a meeting last 
fall, when he objected to the draught that had been made. At 
length we agreed, and he with the rest, as we thought, that 
a new draught should be made, and to leave it to our attorney 
to make the draught as he thought best, by leaving out any 
mention of catechists or candidates, which also Mr. Graves 
had objected to ; but as the attorney (who was now the sole 
draughtsman) petitioned for taxing and collection powers, 
within ourselves, which Mr. Graves disliked, he appeared at 
our last Assembly and entered his protest against it, as what 
he called a "spurious address." 

Upon this, again it was laid aside till this fall, and at our 
meeting last month he did not come, but sent a draught of 
his own, wherein he only petitions that the law, as it is, might 
be extended, and not that we might have power to tax our- 
selves and collect our taxes for the support of ministers ; and 
let us know if any other form of a draught was offered, he 
should appear at the Assembly and oppose it. We were all 
of opinion that his draught was not sufficient, because it left 



CONNECTICUT — ^1750 271 

Tis 8till under the power of the Dissenters to tax us and col- 
lect our taxes, without our having a yote in raising them, or 
choosing the collectors ; so, rather than have an open oppo^ 
sition before the Assembly, we thought it best to drop the 
whole affair, and still be at the mercy of the Dissenters, as we 
were, though our case is very difiicidt. 

I remain, Eeverend Sir, 

Your most humbl 

•And most ooedient servant, 

Samuel Johnson. 



"•.•* 



[Hev, Jir, Punderton to the Secretary,] 

Grotonj October 18th, 1750. 

Beverend Sir, 

I have the pleasure to assure the venerable Society that a 
greater success has attended my ministration for some months 
past, than has in any half year since employed by the Socie- 
ty, and a more general concern to acquaint themselves with 
our best of Churches prevails among the people than at any 
time heretofore. As an evidence of which, I shall only men- 
tion two journeys I have taken in said time. Upon the 14th 
of May I rode to Hartford, near fifty miles ; the next day to 
Middletown, sixteen miles, gave them a sermon ; the next 
day went to Cohasset, where I performed divine service the 
day following to a considerable congregation; the next day 
at Guilford ; the day following at an out-house in said Guil- 
ford, and christened three children ; in the evening rode to 
Branford, where, the day following, (*. ^., Sunday,) preached to 
near three hundred persons, and administered the Holy Sacra- 
ment to upward of thirty persons ; the next day preached to 
a considerable number in Wallingford ; upon Wednesday at 
Middletown; and upon Thursday at East Haddam, where 
probably there never was a minister of the Church of England 
before, to near 100 persons, married one couple, and christened 
one child ; the next day visited a person of excellent sense and 
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nnspotted life at Middletown, who was at tho Churck the day 
before, who, togetlier with his wife, declared for the Church, 
and have both been at our communion, in Norwich, twice 
since. So that in twelve days I rode 200 miles ; preached 
nine sermons; added eight to our communion; christened 
ten children. The 6th of September rode to Middletown, anr^ 
preached there the next day ; the day following at East Had- 
dam ; on Sunday at Middletown, in their town house, it 
being quite full ; administered the two Sacraments ; their 
Church is a beautiful timber building, and will soon be fit to 
meet in ; a folio Bible and Common Prayer-Book would be 
very acceptable to them ; the next day in a small Church in 
Wallingford ; the day following gavo private baptism to a 
poor, weak child, as I went to my native place, New-Haven ; 
the Sunday 'after the commencement, preached in the State 
house, in that town, to a numerous assembly, notwithstand- 
ing Brother Thompson preached the same day in the Church 
at West Haven ; the day following at Branford ; upon Tues- 
day in the Church, at Guilford, to abundance ; the next day 
at Cohasset ; upon [Friday, at Millington, added there two 
more to our communion; the next day christened three 
children. I travelled in this journey about one bundred 
and sixty miles ; preached eleven sermons ; christened seven- 
teen children ; the Sunday before last was at Charlestown, 
and the last at Norwich ; the Church greatly increases at 
both those places. 

I shall trespass no longer on your and the Society's pa- 
tience, save only to entreat their attention to what I trans- 
mitted last June, that the professors of the established Church 
may have ease and rest from such as delight in oppression ; 
and that I have drawnfor my last quarter's salary in favour 
of Mr. Dudley Woodbridge, 

And am, Eeverend Sir, 

Tours, and the Society's faithful servant, 

EbEST's Fui^DESSON. 
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[Hev. Mr» Graves to ihe Secretary, — Extract,'] 

Jf. London^ January 20thy 1751. 

Keverend an^i good Sir, 

Tis a truth, I presume, self-evident, that invention is as 
necessary in letter writing as in composing sermons, and 
that a connection of thoughts, as far as the subject will ad- 
mit of, is equally necessary in both, with this distinction, 
that we may compose, having topics in abundance, when we 
will, but not write, for the contrary reason, when we please. 
The latter is my misfortune frequently, as at present. In my 
two last letters I exhausted my poor treasury of invention, 
so that there's scarcely one reflection behind worthy your re- 
flection and review. What to do in this emergency I know 
not. Prudence advises me to be mute, " n^cit vox mism re- 
vertif^ obedience to the instruction of my venerable supe- 
riors, to write. " Princvpihua placuisse mris non ultima 
laus est;^^ and sure I am 'tis better, in all lights and at all 
hazards, to demonstrate my best, though imperfect duty, by 
a cheerful compliance, than to incur the censure of ingrati- 
tude by a guilty silence. 

The Church of New-London certainly increases, and though 
those Dissenters who attend most constantly are not open, 
declared professors, yet their frequent appearance is, to mo, 
a proof of their intention ; and the repeated desertion of their 
own, shows their tacit approbation of our religion. I have 
baptised about five since my last, but before my next shall 
have baptised a Quaker of about fifty years old and upward, 
and his two adult children. The communicants increase but 
slowly. A letter just come from Hebron has revived my 
decaying spirits, and enlarged my thoughts. Sure no man 
had ever such a knotty people to engage with, for nothing 
but persecutions, afflictions and bonds, in the most literal 
sense, for the Gospel's sake, are my certain lot among that 

18 
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people ; but I hope there are five righteous to be found there, 
for whose spiritual interest I beg leave to intercede for the 
rest. One Mr. Thompson, who is a gentleman of very great 
estate, desires his duty and services to be presented to the 
honourable and religious Society, and that I may acquaint 
them that if they will either send them a missionary, or permit 
them to send a candidate home, hie will, out of his own estate, 
give a glebe of twelve acres of good land, and cause a house 
to bo built for a minister, and enter into bonds for the per- 
formance thereof. I desire you will be pleased to intimate 
this to the honourable Society, for I am persuaded 'twill be 
the certain means of propagating the Gospel in these parts. 
Tis his opinion and mine, that the most certain way to ac- 
complish that glorious end, would be to authorize the mis- 
sionary of llebron to take care of Bolton, which lies at one 
end of it, and the adjacent parts, and to preach one Sunday in 
the old Church at Hebron and the other in the new ; for this 
gentleman, who is very able, is very desirous, also, to have 
two Churches, [one] at each end of the parish, about eight 
miles distant from each other. I must add that 'tis my con- 
scientious opinion Mr. Colton is quite unfit for holy orders, 
unless a covetous man, a farmer, an apothecary, a merchant, 
and a usurer, is qualified for the ministry, for such and all 
these he surely is ; but I solemnly declare there are more and 
more notorious reasons why such a man should never be or- 
dained. All that I shall add about Hebron is, that inasmuch 
as they are very wicked, they have the greater necessity 
for a good resident minister, and, therefore, I humbly desire 
you will be pleased to consider this good design of Mr. 
Thompson, and give it all the weight you can before the 
venerable Society, 

And I am, good Sir, 

Your most obedient and very humble servant, 

And aflfeotionate brother, 

Matt, Graves, 
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[Sev, Mr, DibbUs to the Secntary.-Sxtraet,'] 

Stamford^ Connecticut^ in If. England^ 

April 2dy 1761. 

Beyerend Sir, 

The Church at Norwalk appears very thankful that the 
Society is pleased to determine in their favour, and to grant 
them, in conjunction with Bidgefield, to be a mission. At 
their instance and request, I preached in the Church of iN'or- 
walk the fourth Sunday in March last, to a large congregation, 
and gave the communion to upward of sixty persons. I have 
appointed Sunday after Easter to be at Bidgefield, where the 
poor people have been entirely destitute of the publick ad- 
ministration of religion the year past, except once a quarter 
on Sundays, and oftener on week days. I have officiated 
among them on the Sunday after Christmas. I gave the com- 
munion at Eidgefield to upward of forty persons. Truly, Sir, 
the harvest is plenteous, but the labourers are few, and our 
earnest prayers to the Lord of the harvest is, that a door 
may be opened for a further supply of faithful labourers. I 
have been obliged, in a great measure, to act the part of an 
itinerant missionary ever since my return in holy orders, by 
reason of the destitute circupistances of the poor people scat* 
tered abroad, as sheep without a shepherd, as there are many 
twenty or thirty miles back into the country who frequently 
sent for me. Brother Lamson has taken the principal care 
of the Church of Norwalk for the year, excepting visiting 
them on special occasions in case of sickness, &c., on which 
occasions I have been frequently sent for. I have complied 
with the request of sundry poor people living back on the 
" oblong," so called, a tract of land, as it were, lying between 
the governments of New- York and Connecticut, twenty or 
thirty miles. I have engaged to travel up amongst them the 
first week in May next, where there is jio settled minister of 
any denomination among them« and, I am informed, many ot 
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them are professors of our holy Church, but destitute of the 
means of salvation, and seldom have an opportunity to de- 
vote their children to God in covenant. I have appointed to 
preach at three different places that week on the "oblong." 
My parish remains, by the blessing of God on my labours, in 
peace and unity. Wo have sundry accessions to the Church 
since my last of the 29th of September. I preached last 
Christmas to a numerous assembly ; multitudes of the Dis- 
senters came to Church and behaved with great decency. 
Seven heads of families have declared conformity since my 
last account, in Stamford, and some at Horse Keck and Stan* 
wick. I baptised but one adult; twenty-six infants^ white; 
one, black ; three added to the communion. 

The duties of my parish are considerable ; ^nd thesoi to* 
gether with the additional duties which, in compassion, I 
have performed among the poor people at Bi^efield, and at 
other places, as I have been occasionally sent for, have ren- 
dered my family circumstances difficult, so that, the principal 
discouragement I labour under is with respect to my support*. 
My people truly contribute according to their ability to my 
support, but there are many whoso circumstances aresoin^ 
digent, that I am obliged to remit their taxes, or suffer them 
to be distressed by the dissenting collectors ; for, by the laws 
of this government, the professors of the Church are tasked as 
their dissenting brethren are ; the tax is gathered by a col- 
lector of their appointing, and he generally, by a top, great 
remissness in doing his duty, or by unreasonable seyerity 
upon the professors of the Church of England, endeavours to 
distress the Church and hurt the minister of it, and in some 
parts of my parish, I have been no small suflFerer in this ye-, 
spect 

I am most sincerely, Beverend Sir, 

Tour most obedient, most humble servant, , 

Ebenezeb DibblbBw 
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, [Sev, Mr, Johnson to the Secretary, '[ 

» . . 

Stratford, in New-England, 

AjprU 14dh, 1751 

BeverendSir, ^ 

As this will probably go by Messrs. Camp and Colton, 
whom we have recommended to my Lord of London for 
holy orders, I would take this occasion to suggest that, as it 
is now much less a charity to provide for a school in this 
town than heretofore, since the schools are of late better pro- 
vided for by law than formerly, by money arising from the 
sale of some uncultivated publick lands, Mr. Browne tells 
me he is willing to resign his salary from tho next Michael- 
mas. I know Eipton people will hope to have it converted 
to them for a minister. I wish it could be so ; but whether the 
venerable Board will be pleased to admit of this, or add £5 
to it and divide, for a little stipend to each between these 
candidates, or whatever other disposition they shall please to 
make, I entirely submit to their wise goodness. 

I now proceed to answer the other parts of your kind letter 
of October 19th. What gave me uneasy apprehensions rela- 
ting to the order you mention was, that it seemed to relate 
to such as were in the Society*^ sermcey as the words were. 
I had been informed that I was censured myself by some in- 
vidious person on account of my making some little additions 
and variations in adapting some of the prayers of the liturgy 
to the use of families for country people, in an appendix to a 
sermon I published at the opening of our Church, in which 
I followed such examples as Mr. Nelson, and other devotional 
writers of good credit ; and as I have good reason to believe 
that this, with an invidious spirit toward me and some others, 
was the occasion of that information, I presume to enclose 
here a copy of that poor sermon, (which I had not otherwise . 

ventured to do,) for I would do nothing but what I would I 
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willingly enbrnit to the correction of the venerable Boards 
my benefactors. 

As to such yonng readers as are not in the Society's ser- 
vice, I cannot yet find any fact ; however, they are sufficiently 
cautioned. 

As to New-Cambridge, the fact was as Mr. Gibbs repre- 
sented it; but as they are much Hearer to one of Mr. Mans- 
field's parishes, viz., Waterbury, than to Mr. Gibbs, and so 
he can better recover their rates by our law, they have since 
put themselves under his protection, and so that Inattet^ is 
accommodated ; but there are many in several places that 
are at such a distance from any incumbent in orders, that 
they cannot have the benefit of the law, and so they are still 
imprisoned for non-payment to Dissenters* 

I am very glad, Sir, to understand by your letter, that the 
Society are determined to support the members of the Church 
here so far as they can^ <&c. / but, indeed, I do not know what 
they can do, so long as the charter of this government stands 
as it does ; by virtue of which they esteem themselves an in- 
dependent Legislature, and so not only do not send home 
their laws to be confirmed by the King and Council, but in- 
sist that they are by no means obliged to do so ; whence it 
comes to pass, that they pass many acts highly detrimental 
even to themselves, to trade in general, and so to the nation 
as well as to the Church, especially relating to their paper 
money, which is a source of very great injustice in many re- 
spects, as they manage it. On which account, I humbly 
conceive it would be happy, for themselves as well as the 
Church, if the legislature at home should reduce them to a 
state of mere dependence on the Crown, by obliging them to 
accept of a new or explanatory charter, by which nothing 
should be allowed to pass for law without his Majesty's as- 
sent, as in Massachusetts ; for want of which, the wiser and 
better part are bo dependent on the people, that they dare 
not exert themselves as they would for the best, and so are 
run away with by a prevailing mob, and the law is a univer- 
sally vague aild uncertain thing, both in legislation and exe- 
cution, and the government is so popular, that they scarce 
know what it is to be governed, and so are extremely apt to 
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run into endless factions^ and that in the affairs of religion as 
well as in State. 

But as jou desire Sk jpariioular acctmnt^ &o.^ that the Sooi* 
ety may have a clear notion of the condition of things in this 
colony, I here enclose Ko. I., a copy of our charter, by which 
it may be judged whether they have any right to make any 
establishment of religion ; and the rather, as we humbly ap- 
prehend that the Church of EngUmA is already eatcMUhed 
in these plantations, by the act of union with Scotland} and 
the Lord's justices, in a letter to Lieutenant-Governor Dum- 
mer, in the year 1725, declared it to be an invasion of his 
Majesty's prerogative for any of his subjects to presume to 
make any establishment of religion without his royal assent. 
No. n. You have a copy of their law by which they have 
made a kind of establishment of religion without his royal 
assent. No. III. wUl show what their law is about sup- 
porting their minister and collecting the rates. No. IV. 
contains a law that fear extorted from them by a jail full of 
our people, who at the same time addressed the late Bishop 
of London, from thence giving an account of their sufferings. 
This law provides only for such as can and will attend^ 
which is such a vague expression that, to what distance or 
frequency it shall extend, depends on the judges who favour 
us more or less, according as they are affected. Sometimes 
a case has been lost in suing for the rates of such as lived 
within four, five or six miles of a Church, with an incumbent 
in orders ; and what made this law the more grievous, or 
rather less easy, was that, by the law No. V., our people 
were excluded from their Society, or parish meetings, and so, 
from any .vote in raising the rates or choosing the collectors, 
and this, we think, inconsistent with the English constitution, 
that they should be obliged to pay money they had no vote 
in raising: upon which we offered the memorial No. VI., 
in which we petition to have leave to be embodied into So- 
cieties within ourselves, and so to have the same powers by 
law with our neighbours, and to extend to all the people of 
our Church, though they have not an incumbent near them 
in orders, &c. ; and we had some reason to hope it would 
have been granted if it had goxx^ ou', wA^ \iS^.\i».^^^5K^ 
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negatived, I intended (which I thought the only contde 'WS 
could take) to have sent it, with a copy of their n^ative } but 
as I intimated in my last, we could not bring it to the trial 
by reason of the violent opposition of the Rev. Mr. Graved. 
And, lastly, that the Society may see their treatment of ns, 
I enclose Ko. YII. An account sent me of the present case ot 
one little collection of people, by which that of many others 
may be easily conceived, and I tiiought it best to send itin ltd 
native simplicity, as they sent it. And these people never were 
in any stipulation with tiie dissenting minister, and at the same 
time, at a great expense (with others in the neighbouring towns 
of Guilford and Sranford, whose case is the same) in building 
a Church, and providing for the support of a minister. 

Thus, Sir, I have given as exact and clear a state of our 
case as I am able. I would only humbly beg leave to sug- 
gest whether it would be advisable to mention any thing of 
my writing in this manner in the "abstract," as it Jnay be a 
prejudice to the Church, should it be known among us, of 
my writing so particularly about the government ; and, in- 
deed, I doubt whether it be best that any greater number of 
the "abstract" be sent hither than to each minister a copy 
or two, since our adversaries have of late been making such 
wicked work from them, in misrepresenting and abusing 
both the Society and us. 

I am, Eeverend Sir^ your most humble. 

And most obedient servant, 

Samuel Johnsok. 



Ekclositbes. 
Na II. 

{Sfferted to in the foregoing .) 

Anko Kegni Anne Reqin^, Septimo. 

An act in approbation of the Agreement of the late Rev. 
Elders and Messengers of all the Churches in this govern- 
ment, made and concluded at Say-Brook, Anno, &c., 1708. 

The Eeverend ministers, delegates from ye Elders and 
messengers of the Churches, in this government, met at Say^ 
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firook, September ye ninth, one thousand seven hundred and 
eight ; having represented to this Assembly a confession of 
faith, heads of agreement and regulation, in ye administra- 
tion of Church discipline, as unanimously agreed, and con- 
sented to by ye Elders and messengers of all ye Churches in 
this government. 

This Assembly do declare their great approbation of such 
a happy agreement; and do ordain yt. all the Churches 
withhi this government, that are, and shall be thus united in 
doctrine, worship and discipline, be, and for the future shall 
be, owned and acknowledged, established by law : 

Provided always, that nothing herein shall be intended or 
construed to hinder or prevent any Society or Church that is 
or shall be allowed by the laws of this government, who so- 
berly differ or dissent from the united Churches hereby estab- 
lished, from exercising worship and discipline in their own 
way, according to their consciences. 



No. in. 



Ak Extract fsok the Act fob the SExntEMENT A2n> Sufpobt 

OF MiNISTEBS, &0. 

And when any such rate or tax is granted and made, as 
aforesaid, viz., by the major vote of each parish or Society, 
the said selectmen or committee shall apply to some assist- 
ant or justice of ye peace, in ye same county, for a writ or 
warrant, directed to the collector or collectors, chosen and 
appointed to collect such rate or tax, enabling him or them 
to levy and collect ye same, which assistant or justice shall 
forthwith proceed to grant our said writ. 

And every such collector or collectors shall, with con- 
venient speedy levy and coUect every such rate committed to 
him or them ; the whole of which they shall do, and pay 
unto ye said minister or ministers, within two months after 
ye yearly salary becomes due, for ye payment of which such 
rate or tax is or shall be^ granted. 
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No. IV. 
Anno Eegni Begis Geobgh Deoimo Tebtio. Anno, 1727. 

An act providing how ye taxes levied on ye professors of 
ye Church of England for ye support of ye gospel shall be 
disposed of, and for exempting said professors from paying 
any taxes for ye building meeting-houses for ye present es- 
tablished Churches of this government. 

Upon the prayer of Moses Ward, of Fairfield, Chtirch- 
warden, and ye rest of ye Churchwardens, Vestrymen, &c., 
praying this Assemblyj by some act or otherwise, to free them , 
from paying to dissenting ministers, and from building dis- 
senting meeting-houses, complaining that money has been 
lately taken from them by distress, &c. ; further urging that 
there might be some provision made by ye law, for obliging 
the parishioners to pay to the support of their ministers. 

Be it enacted, by the governor, council and representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, that all persons who are of the Church of England, 
and those who are of ye Churches established by ye laws of 
this government, yt. live in ye bounds of any parish allowed 
by this Assembly, shall be taxed by ye parishioners of ye 
said parish, by ye same rule, and in ye same proportion, for 
yo support of ye ministry in such parish ; but if it so happens, 
that there be a Society of ye Church of England, where there 
is a person in orders, according to ye Canons of ye Church 
of England,' settled and abiding among them, and performing 
divine service so near to any person yt. had declared himself 
of the Church of England that he can conveniently, and doth 
attend ye publick worship there, then the collectors, having 
first indifferently levied ye tax, as aforesaid, shall deliver ye 
taxes collected of such persons declaring themselves, and at- 
tending, as aforesaid, unto ye ministers of ye Church of Eng- 
land, living near unto such persons ; which minister, shall 
have full power to receive and recover ye same, in order to 
his support in the place assigneid to him. 

But if such proportion of any taxes be not sufficient in any 
Society of ye Church of England to support ye incumbent 
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there, then snch Society may levy and collect of them who 
profess and attend, as aforesaid, greater taxes, at their own 
discretion, for the support of their minister. 

And the parishioners of ye Church of England, attending, 
as aforesaid, are hereby excused from paying any taxes for ye 
building meeting-houses for ye present established Churches 
of this government. 



• No. V. 

An Extract fbom the Act fob Fobming and ItEauLATma 

SooiBTiBS OB Pabishes, Mat, 1746. 

Be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that no 
person shall presume to vote in any Society meeting afore- 
said, unless such person hath a freehold in the same town 
or Society, rated as fifty shillings or forty pounds on ye 
common list ; or is a person of full age and in full commun- 
ion with the Church ; nor shall any person who is or shall 
be, by the law of this government, freed or exempted from 
ye payment of those taxes granted by any town or Society 
for ye support and ye worship and ministry of ye Presby- 
terian, Congregational or Consociated Churches of this govern- 
ment, and for the building and maintaining meeting-houses 
for such worship, on account or by reason of his dissenting 
from the way of worship and ministry aforesaid, be allowed 
or admitted to act or vote in any town or Society meeting, in 
those votes which respect or relate to ye support of ye wor- 
ship and ministry aforesaid, and ye building and maintaining 
of ye meeting-houses aforesaid. 



No. YL 

A Memobial offebed to the Assembly in 1749. 

To the honourable the General Assembly of his Majesty's 
Colony of Connecticut, to be held in Hartford, in said 
colony, on ye second Thursday of May, 1749, the Me- ^p 
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morial of yo Churchwardens of several Societies of ye 
Church, of England, in behalf of said Society, in said col- 
ony, humbly showeth : 

That your memorialists, entirely sensible of, and highly 
thankful for ye many favours and advantages which they 
enjoy, under the influence and government of this legislature, 
and cheerfully use every opportunity to express their grati- 
tude therefor, and in particular for ye happiness they have 
long enjoyed under ye act of 1727, exempting them from 
paying taxes to other than the ministers of their own profes- 
sion, which act was well calculated, as we conceive, bo long as 
it answered the good purposes intended by the enactors of it ; 
but the late act of May, 1746, having excluded ye members 
of ye Church of England from voting in Society meetings, 
and from having any hand in raising those taxes which they 
are obliged to pay, and ye circumstances of ye Church of 
England, in this colony, being in some measure altered since 
ye making that act, particularly in that whereas, at ye time 
of making that act, there were few members of ye Church of 
England but what were regularly embodied, and had a 
Clergyman in orders, abiding among them, for which case 
only said act provides. There are now in many places num- 
bers of that profession, who,. through unavoidable difficulties, 
cannot procure or maintain Clergymen among them, who 
would and do maintain Catechists or candidates for holy or- 
ders, according to the practice allowed and approved of by 
ye Society, in England, for propagating, (fee. ; which, creating 
a very considerable expense to them, they cannot but esteem 
it a heavy burthen on them to be obliged, at ye same time, 
to pay rates to the ministers according to the establish- 
ment in this colony; and whereas, ye collectors of rates 
in ye parishes where there are Societies of ye Church of 
England, complain that it is a burthen on them to collect in- 
discriminately ye rates of both professions, without any ad- 
vantage or reward arising from ye collection of ye rates of 
ye professors of ye Church of England ; and whereas, the dis- 
proportionate numbers of professors of ye Church of England 
and ye Presbyterians require taxations in different proper- 
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tions for ye^ support of their respective ministers, according 
to their different numbers, and ye members of one and ye 
same Church of England are differently taxed by reason of 
their living in different ecclesiastical Societies, and whereas, 
should the law of '27 be repealed, and no provision made in 
lieu thereof, it might be of ill consequence, as tending to 
weaken ye obligation men are under to pay to ye support in 
some way or other of worship and ministry, it might greatly 
unhinge ye minds of ye people by seeing so great a number 
of their neighbours entirely exempted from paying any rates. 
Your honour's memorialists are humbly of opinion that to 
prevent these inconveniences is a matter not unworthy the 
attention of this honourable Assembly; and do therefore 
humbly pray your honours to take these things into your 
wise consideration, and by an act of this Assembly for that 
purpose, provide that wherever there be any Societies of ye 
professors of ye Church of England within the limits of ye 
parishes by law established, who have ministers ordained ac- 
cording to the Canons of ye Church of England, abiding 
among them, or candidates for holy orders with them resid- 
ing and performing divine service, who are approved and 
allowed by ye Clergy of yo Church of England within this 
colony, or are at charge in building Churches or procuring 
glebes, that in all such cases, such professors of ye Church 
of England, having certified their professions to ye Clerk of 
ye Society in which they dwell, and voluntarily caused their 
names to be enrolled as such professors, shall be exempted 
from paying any taxes toward the building meeting-houses, 
or to the support of ye ministers of any other, denomination, 
and shall have granted to them parish privileges, and have 
power, within themselves, to meet and tax themselves, in 
what manner and proportion they think proper for ye sup- 
port of their ministers or candidates and for building their 
Churches, &c. ; and to choose collectors, who shall have 
power to collect such taxes, and to be governed and directed 
by the same laws that collectors of Society rates in this colony 
are, or in some other way, as your honours, in your wisdom, 
shall judge proper to grant relief to your memorialists^ wKo^ 
as in duly bound, &c. 
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N. B. — This was signed by a number of Churchwardens of 
the several Churches, or by their order, as many as could 
haye opportunity, except New-London.* 



[Bev, Mr, Oibibi to the Secretary, ^ExtrcKt."] 

Simshury^ March 25^A, 1751. 
Eeverend Sir, 

Whereas the Dissenters have been, as I have represented 
to the honourable Society, very insolent as to their oppressing 
the members of the Church, there now appears in them a re- 
laxation and respite as to the same, and there seems a great 
fear of an after scourge. This may, I believe, prevent them 
from any further proceedings, not but that their wills are as 
good as ever, and which is apparent by their late threat, even 
this winter, toward some of the Church people living out of 
Simsbury four miles ; but they at present do forbear, and, I 
am apt to think, will cease meddling with the Church any 
more. 

One of my parishioners, a late conformist, whose residence 
is but a little way from Simsbury, and in the bounds of Farm- 
ington, has met with some kind of oppression. I have not as 
yet undertaken to defend him, by reason that I fear justice 
will not be allowed me, though, according to the law, it 
should and ought to be. I have, therefore, thought it best to 
forbear a while longer. 

As to the Church here, it is as I represented ; it lays very 
open and unfinished, and which grieves me much. Were my 
people but resolutely bent and engaged, they might then do 
according to what is expected of them, and there might 
probably then be large additions to the Church ; but then, 
again, that which may deter some of them from embracing 
it is the oppression it is underyrand meets with, and thus is 
the growth of it in some measure retarded. 
I remain. Reverend Sir, 

The Society's most obedient, humble servant, 

William Gibbs 



* Mr. Graves was the minister at New-London. — ^Ed. 
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[Sev. Itr» Gibbi to the 8ecr€tary,'\ 

Simahuryj JvJ/y 19^A, 1751. 

Eeverend Sir, 

I received yonr letter in June, and as to these laws you are 
desirous of knowing, I can give no fuller account of them 
than what the Beverend Dr. Johnson has, having lately con- 
fiulted him on that affair ; but it may not be amiss to send that 
which the Dissenters have so greatly insisted upon, viz. : 

Be it enacted^ hy the Oovemor^ Council and Hepresenta- 
tiveSy in (General Court cuaemhled^ and hy the authority of 
the eamey That all persons who are of the Church of Eng- 
land, and those who are of the Church established by the 
laws of this government, that live in the bounds of any parish 
allowed by this Assembly, shall be taxed by the parishioners of 
the same parish, by the same rule and in the same proportion, 
for the support of the ministry in such parish. But if it so 
happen that there be a Society of the Church of England where 
there is a person in orders, according to the Canons of the 
Church of England, settled and abiding among them, and 
performing divine service so near to any person that hath 
declared himself of the Church of England, that he can con- 
veniently, and doth, attend the public worship there, then 
the collectors, having first indifferently levied the tax, as 
above said, shall deliver the taxes collected from such persons 
declaring themselves and attending as aforesaid, unto the 
minister of the Church of England living near unto such 
persons, which minister shall have full power to receive and 
recover the same in order to his support in the place assigned 
to him ; but if such proportion of taxes be not suflScient in 
any Society of the Church of England to support the incum- 
bent there, then such Society may levy and collect of them, 
who profess and attend as aforesaid, greater taxes, at their 
own discretion, for the support of their minister ; and tha 
parishioners of the Church of England wc^ \i^x^^ ^^^x^sr^ 
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from paying any taxes for building meeting-houses for the 
present established Churches of this government. 

Now, from this, the Dissenters' plea is : That those of our 
communion who live remote, do not answer this law, by rea- 
son of their not conveniently attending, as they say. I hope 
there will be no more difficulties, but yet I am not without fear. 
Two persons of this town have lately conformed to the Church, 
and I am satisfied several more would come, if the people 
would but build a house, and which there are no signs of. 

The house which I at present inhabit has been sold some 
time ago, and I do expect the person will move itito it by the 
fall ; and whether my people do intend to provide for me, I 
can't really say. They will not, or they care not, to give me 
a satisfactory answer when asked, so that this must make a 
removal very necessary, and which, I hope, the Society will 
consider. 

I remain, Eev. Sir, your affectionate servant and brother, 

And the Society's most obedient, humble servant, 

WiLLIAlC GiBBS* 



[Bev, Mr» Graves to the Secretary, 1 

JSf. London^ October lO^A, 1751. 

Reverend and Good Sir, 

« 

It is impossible to describe the satisfaction I received upon 
reading the animating letter to poor Mr. Gibbs. Surely, he 
as well as others of us have suffered religious persecution, in 
the most literal sense. As the letter is wrote with a truly 
Christian sympathy and necessary indignation, as well as an 
unchangeable resolution to support the missionaries, and 
protect our oppressed and worthy converts, so I presume it 
will, in the mean time, be of great service to enable us to 
carry on the blessed work of propagation and conversion, if 
the wisdom of the venerable Society will judge it proper to 
send each of us in Connecticut such another letter, em- 
powering us to preach in all the neighbouring parts, that the 
envious, bigoted Dissenters of this colony, so oppressive and 
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notorious for stifling and perplexing our growing religion, 
may know you have a power of explaining your own words 
and to assert your liberty of your own charter ; a charter 
whose nature is purely spiritual, whereas, thatof this jealous 
colony is wholly civic. I have lately carefully canvassed it, 
and there is no clause in it respecting religion except this 
following sentence. They have a power to " direct, rule and 
dispose of all other (viz., civic) matters and things whereby 
our said people, inhabitants there, may bo so religiously, 
civilly and peaceably governed, that their good life and or- 
derly conversation may win and invite the natives of the 
country to the knowledge and obedience of the only true 
Ood and Saviour of mankind and the Christian faith, which 
is our royal intention and the adventurer's free profession, is 
the only and principal end of this plantation." 

Mr. Punderson has lately been cast in our Superior Court, 
suing for his rates ; and I assure you, one of the principal 
leaders of this government told me expressly, that the courts 
are determined to overrule all our proceedings in such cases. 
I lately waited upon our deputy-governor, and told him 
plainly, that though the law about rates was very equal and 
just in its beginning, yet the conclusion was full of ambi- 
guity, snares and deceit ; that we missionaries were greatly 
abused and despised by this government, as persons exposed 
to publick contempt, and our hearers to exactions and op- 
pression. He told me we were treated according to law, and 
deserved no other usage ; that imprisoning Mr. Gibbs and 
casting Mr. Punderson were just acts, and that their laws 
should be executed. I answered, their proceeding against us 
and our hearers, who lived remote, were arbitrary, and con- 
trary to the practice of Europe, and that no English history 
could produce an instance of any dissenting teacher being so 
scandalously and barbarously dealt with. Upon the whole, 
I find that he (who is in principle an Independent) is resolved 
to baffle the authority and crush our endeavours. May God 
restrain the remainder of his wrath. 

I am, good Sir, your most obedient and grateful servant. 

And affectionate brother, 

19 
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Oroton^ in NevyEngland^ 

December 6thj 1761. 

Beverend Sir, 

Oar blessed Lord having assured ns that a good shepherd 
will lay down his life for his flock, I thought best to spend 
some of my temporal interest in defending my flock from the . 
cruel oppression of their adversaries ; and as £77.10 has been 
distrained from nine persons, who were brought over to the 
Church by me since my complaint of June, 1750, £40 of 
which was taken from four persons in N. Guilford, who, 
with many others, declared for the Church in September, 
1747, and have ever since attended the service of the Church, 
to whom Mr. George Bartlett (before this a Deacon among 
the Presbyterians and brother-in-law to Dr. Johnson) has con- 
stantly read prayers and sermons, I have sued for their 
taxes, and obtained judgment against most of the collectors 
Defore the Justices' Court, but, by writ of error and an ap- 
peal, I have finally recovered but twelve pounds. In the 
case of Deacon Bartlett, although these concessions were 
made by the opposite party at the County Court, to which 
they appealed, viz. : 1. That I was an itinerant missionary in 
New-England ; 2. That in the year 1747 a number of people 
made declaration of conformity to the Church of England in 
said N. Guilford, forty- four miles from Groton, and submit- 
ted themselves to my charge ; 3. That I ordered them to at- 
tend divine service, which they have constantly done ever 
since, said Bartlett being their reader ; 4. That their collector 
for the year 1748 took of said Bartlett upward of eleven 
pounds, he being a profesised Churchman ; 5. That 1 have 
constantly attended them every half year, except last spring ; 
after an attendance of ten days, judgment was given against 
me in direct opposition to the enclosed maxims upon law and 
for the construction of statutes and reasons annexed ; and as I 
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observed to the judges, His very surprising that a statute, 
professedly made at the desire and in favour of the Church, 
should be used to the oppression and vexation of it, as the 
venerable Society gave me assurance of their interposition to 
put a final period to this violent oppressive spirit, which is 
not only peculiar in this government, but also peculiarly 
displayed against the Church of England. Quakers and 
Baptists are in this government universally exempted from 
paying taxes to them, 

And am, Reverend Sir, yours and the Society's 

Most faithful, humble servant, 

Eben'b Pundbkson. 



[Sevi J>r» JokMOn to the Seerstary.—^xtraet,] 

Stratford^ JVew-JEkglandj 

April 8M, 1752. 

EeverendSir, 

Nor hath the condition of the Church within the whole of 
this colony much altered, save that it hath so far increased at 
New-Haven (with West-Haven at about four miles distance) 
that they have this winter got timber to build a Church of 
the dimensions of sixty feet by forty, beside the steeple and 
chancel ; and as this is a place of very great importance on 
account of the College being there, it would be very happy 
for them if the Society were able to assist them in providing 
for a minister, as I doubt they will not bo* able to do more 
than £25 sterling per annum themselves, especially while 
building. The Church is also gaining at Guilford and Bran- 
ford, which being but twelve miles asunder, propose to join 
for the present in procuring a minister, to whom they would 
also engage about £25 per annum, and therefore stand in like 
need of assistance; ,and there are two worthy candidates 
likely to offer for these places, but if the Society be not able 
to assist them, they must perhaps be content for the present 
to have but one over them all. 
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[JUv, Mr, Gibbs to the SecrOarp.^^lxtrad,] 

SimAury^ June iZd^ 17S3. 

Reverend Sir, 

I have lately met with some opposition from the Dissen- 
ters. One of my parishioners/ at Farmington, and abont 
seven or eight niiles distant, has been made to pay to the 
support of the dissenting minister. I demanded the rate of 
the collector, but was refused it, upon which I sued him be- 
fore his M&jesty's justice of the peace, in this town, John 
Humphreys, Esq., and it going then in my favour, they ap- 
pealed to the County Court, and recovered of me, by reason 
that two evidences took their oath that said parishioner acted 
with them in the settling of their minister, which he denied, 
(as I am informed by one whom I appointed to act in my 
stead.) The man is an elderly man, and attends the Church 
as often as he can, and especially on Sacrament days, and 
this for three years past, and which was vouched for in court 
by two or three evidences. The distance of the place and the 
badness of the weather is a great hindrance to his attending 
oftener than he does. I am sorry my people act in the man* 
ner they do, and that they are so careless of complying with 
the Society's demand. I have no place to abide in but pne 
room in the Churchwarden's house, and which is a great in-^ 
cumbrance. 



[Eev, Mr, Wetmare to the JSishop of Zondon,~-MBtraet,] 

Pr<mnce(^JVeuhYorkj in America J 

Bye^ August ll^A, 1762. 

My Lord, 

That in the colonies called New-England the people are 
mostly Dissenters of one sort or other, must be well known 
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to ycmr Lordship, and that they use their power in compel- 
ling the professors of the Church of England among them, as 
if themselves were an established Church ; and, indeed, so their 
controversial writers assume, very. positively, and treat the 
constitution of our national Church, and the professors of it 
in this country especially, with such rudeness and indecency 
as tries the patience of the most mortified Christian. Mr. 
Hobart, of Fairfield, a few years ago, preached and printed a 
sermon, which began a controversy that is yet subsisting. 
After an attack upon the Episcopacy of the Church, as incon* 
sistent with that equality, which, by Christ's institution, 
ought to subsist among his ministers, he charges schism 
with great boldness upon the professors of the Church of 
England, and urges the awful guilt of.it to deter liis hearers 
from such a dangerous communion ; thia has produced vin- 
dications, addresses, &c. It has been urged on our side that 
the colonies are part of and belong to the English nation, 
which is of the Church of England, and are, therefore, in 
duty bound to submit to the government thereof, in things 
religious as well as civic, and not to separate from its com- 
munion ; that the establishment of the Church of England, 
extending to all its parts, reaches hither, which is especially 
evident in the act of Union, and his Majesty's patent grant^ 
to the late Bishop of London, to exercise spiritual jurisdiction 
in the plantations. Against this has been urged the authori* 
ty of a passage in a letter of the Lords Justices, in the year 
1725, to Lieut. Governor Dummer, that there is no regular 
establishment of any national or provincial Church in these 
plantations, and of a passage in a letter from the late Bishop 
of London to Dr. Coleman, a Presbyterian minister in Boston, 
May 24th, 1735 : ^^ My opinion has always been, that the re* 
ligious state of Kew-England is founded on an equal liberly 
to all Protestants, none of which can claim the name of a 
national establishment, or any kind of superiority over the 
rest.'^ These passages were both written without having in 
view the present subject of controversy, but to answer a 
quite different purpose ; being written to and for the infor- 
mation of one domineering sect, which claims the privilege 
of an establishment, and would treat ail ot]b«t^^^sscssi'OKxi^^xt^ 
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fessors of the Church of England, as Dissenters and Separat- 
ists. That all the various Sectaries should enjoy entirely the 
benefit of toleration, is what nobody gainsays, what no- 
body, I hope, envies them. But when the legislature of Bos- 
ton was applied to for convening a provincial Synod^ the 
Lords Justices wrote to the then Lieutenant-Governor, di- 
recting him to put a stop to such proceedings, as being an 
invasion of the King's prerogative, in which letter was the 
above paragraph, or at least the sense of it, which, in my 
view, was only to deny any establishment that could be 
made bf Dissenters, and with respect to the Church of Eng- 
land to insinuate no more than what we are but too sensible 
of, viz., that what the act of Union provided with respect to 
an establisHment of religion in the plantations, has had no 
other effect than to declare us members of our mother 
Church, the Church of England, and permit us to adhere to 
her communion, and receive the sacred influences of her 
Episcopacy, without being liable to insults and criminations 
on that account ; and to await what our gracious Sovereign 
may do toward a more particular establishment and regula- 
tion, when we shall be so happy as to see a Bishop appoiirted 
for us. This establishment of Episcopacy is indeed wanting. 
What may be done for us in consequence of the act of Union, 
iB aa yet undone ; tWs seems to be what is signified in tho 
preamble of the late Bishop's patent. Cum Colonics Planter 
tioneSj Ccsteraque Dominia Nostra in America Kondum di-^ 
visa^ vd formxxta^ &o. The dispute is, whether the act of 
Union, Anno quitUo Anncs regina^ Section 8, providing for 
the preservation of the English establishment ^' within the 
Kingdom of England and Lreland, the dominion of Wales, 
and the town of Berwick upon Tweed, and the territories 
thereunto belonging," under the word Territories^ does not 
comprehend the English colonies. Your Lordship's opinion, 
if in our favour, and we have leave to divulge it, would be 
at this time a consolation to many who not only esteem the 
constitution of the Church of England preferable in itself to 
any other, but think they discharge a good conscience by 
professing themselves of that communion, in the face of in- 
sults and many inconveniences, because they think they must. 
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thtifi follow peace ; but their adyersariefl tell them, that they 
contract the awful guilt of sohiem^ and that neither God nor 
their King will approve their zeal for conformity. A short 
paragraph from your Lordship would be of equal authority 
with those alleged against us, and carry the same reverence 
and respect ; and, for my own part, I shall most humbly sub- 
mit to correction from your Lordship's hands if I have gone 
into mistakes. 

Begging your Lordship's prayers and benediction, and 
craving pardon for this presumption, I most dutifully sub- 
scribe, 

My Lord, your Lordship's most dutiful and obedient Son, 

And very humble servant, 

Jahes Wetmobe 



[i2f9. 2tr. Oravet to th$ 8e<ifehry,^£xirad,] 

JTeuhZondonj September 2dy 1762. 

Beverena Sir, ^ 

That you. Sir, was pleased to write to me I am sensible of, 
and thankfully acknowledge the signal favour ; but it was in-* 
tercepted and opened by one Captain Durfey, which I proved 
and demanded, but in vain, before Mr. Stewart and two jus- 
tices of the peace. I have heard some of the contents, and 
shall follow your kind advice. I have not received one letter 
from England since last fall. Tis a solemn truth, however, 
his Lordship resents it to Dr« Johnson ; every charge against 
poor Mr. — — — was literally true, and will, unless he has 
repented of them, be found so at the last day. Let those who 
certified the reverse answer for themselves ; but I determine 
never to write against another, though most undeserving. 

With pleasure I can say my hearers rather increase, not- 
withstanding the open wickedness of some among them. 
The enclosed are specimens of their late revived behaviour, 
and the continued disturbance and perplexities and abuses I 
receive in my person and office, without tli^ \e^V» ^xq^^^ic^\» ^"c 
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glimmer of their amendment. Here it is publicUy and fre^ 
qnently asserted that neither tlie Bishop of London nor the 
Society have any power over the people; that this Church 
is not npon the same footing with other Ohurches of Eng- 
land ; (this Mr. Stewart openly declared in court, pleading 
in vindication of Captain Durfey's behaviour of the fifth of 
July last ;) that the minister has nothing to db in parish af- 
fairs, only to read and preach ; that his Church is vested in. 
' lay patrons ; that it is now in Mr. Mumford, of Groton ; 
(which, was attempted to be proved in comi; by a written in- 
strument from the donor of the Church land ;) that it is not 
subject to the canons ; that the Yestry and Churchwardens 
are the minister's directors, and could place and displace him 
at their pleasure ; that no minister can or shall do any duty 
in this Church, though at the request of the incumbent, with- 
out the knowledge and consent of the Vestry, which in open 
court they (foolishly) endeavour to prove from the 50th and 
62d canons. These, with several other wild Independent prin<- 
ciples, are their invincible rales, and to such I am sure my 
regular patrons will not expect my compliance ; and there- 
fore I hope they will, in mercy, remove me to South Carolina, 
where I hope to give them more satisfaction than it's possible 
any European can in New-England. Tour last letter I re- 
ceived in March, 1750-1, and the proceedings in October en- 
courage me to make this request, and to hope for success.* 



* How I have done my duty and resolutely dischaiged my conscience, thongh 
among briars and thorns, I can confidently declare that no minister was ever 
better beloved by all his hearers. Two leading men and four or five of their 
creatures and dependents, who are obstinately resolved to harass and perplex 
me, excepted, I am sure, I have acquired the love and favour of all the Dis- 
senters, who are pleased to express great concern at my difficulties and thoughts 
of remoTing. 
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[Ji&v, Jfr, Dibbles to the Seeretarff^—Sxtrad,'] 

Stamfardj Connecticut^ in New-England^ 

OctdM 2dy 1752. 

Bev^rend JSir, 

^ An earnest inviti^km from the good people of Newtown 
and Beading to succeed the worthy Mr, Beach; and from 
him I am informed, no one would give th^a better satis- 
faction. But/ although the prospect of mending my living, 
thirty pounds steiiing per annum, is an argument of great 
weight to me in my low circumstances^ yet being assured 
th^t the ruin of this infant Church Would be the consequence 
of my removal at this juncture, so soon after the good 
people, though poor, have exerted themselves in building 
their Church, and are just now engaging themselves in a 
great expense to finish it, having been obliged (by reason of 
the great expense in sending Mr. Minor home ; the purchase 
of the glebe lot^ and assisting me to go for holy orders) to 
meet in it under very indecent circumstances, I am resolved 
(insubmission-to the venerable Board) to refuse this advan- 
tageous offer, and rely upon God's good providence to be 
provided for; whose honour and the interest of our hojy 
Church, I think, will be advanced by this self-deaji|ii, as our 
enemies are ready, upon all occasions, to reproach us for 
showing even a uecessary conceim for otir temporal interest, 
when, with any face, tbey. can suggest that religion is dis- 
served thereby. 
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[Jiev, Mr, OraveB to the Secretary, — Extraet,"] 

JSr. London^ October 26thy 1752. 

Keverend Sir, 

What diflSculties I meet with from the turbulent spirits of 
some here, Mr. Bourse can easily inform yon } though 'tis a 
hard task to desire him to describe the open wickedness and 
persevering impiety of Captain Durfey. I know he can, and 
I hope that blessed Spirit, whose influence he is now more 
immediately seeking, will animate him to declare the truth, 
without favour or affection, on all questions you shall be 
pleased to ask him, either concerning his reputation or mine. 
For my own part, the more freely and ingeniously he informs 
you or others of my real conduct or common administration^ 
the more he will merit my thanks and esteem* 



• [Hev* Mr, Camp to the Secretary, ^Sxtrad,] 

Middleiovmj in Connecticut^ New-England 

November 8M, 1752. 

Eeverend Sir, 

At the importunity of the members of the Church, in 
North Guilford, (a place about fourteen miles from Middle- 
town,) who have constantly upheld the worship of God by 
reading prayers and sermons for these three years past, and 
have suffered much distress by the dissenting collectors; 
with a view to my better support and to ease them of their 
burden, I have taken them under my care, and steadily 
officiate there most of my time ; but since, I find it will turn 
to small account, for notwithstanding this, the collectors are 
obstinately set to collect their rates to support their own 
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ministers and to repair their meeting-house, pleading that I 
have no business there, as not being employed by the Society, 
and as not having any place in particular assigned to me in 
my license. In this case, I have advised with one of the 
ablest of our counsellors, (on whose judgment I much confide, 
he being a member of the Church,) who assures me that by 
the laws of the government, they can certainly get the money 
from us, which, if they can, I am confident they will, and if 
they do so, I very much fear that the Dissenters at Middle- 
town and Wallingford will follow their example, for they 
have an equal power and right to do the same, the result of 
which is, that I shall be left without support. 



The humble petition of the Mohegan Indians, in New-Eng- 
land, in Connecticut, to the most honourable Religious 
Society in London for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts and Countries, 1756 : 

"We, your humble petitioners, do beg leave to say. Captain 
John Mason, our guardian and great friend, that died in Lon- 
don on our business some years ago, when he was here 
amongst us did then teach many of our children to read and 
write, by which means we learned that the world would, 
some time or other, come to an end, and all dead folks would 
all come to life again, and that there is a place called heaven 
where all good folks will go when they die ; and we under- 
stand that Mr. Cleveland is an English minister, who we 
hope the honourable Society will order to stay at Norwich 
Landing, about three miles distant from us ; and the people at 
Norwich, being always our good friends, they always stand- 
ing for our interests ; and we humbly beg the favour of you, 
gentlemen, that we, the poor tribe of Mohegan Indians, not 
having money to hire a minister to teach us the way or path 
to heaven, may have a share in the Reverend Mr. Cleveland, 
that we may be taught to go to that good place when we die 
as well as white men. We are so poor we cannot give him 
much, without it is a few oysters, fresh fi«>lv, «Ai^ tiq^ ^w^ 
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then « btt of veouson wheu we have good luck in hunting, 
except [unless] our well-beloved trustee and guardianj Jtf r. 
Samuel Mason, doth gain our ease that he is now about in 
London ; which gentleman can give jour honors a more full 
account of our ease and circumstances, who we hope will be 
ready and willing to inform jou, he being our agent ; there 
being about four hundred of our tribe. that live about four 
miles from the Church at Norwich, and ab<^t the same dis- 
tance from the Groton Church. 

Dated at Mohegan^ in Connecticut^ this 19th Jariy^ 1756. 

Wee nate at um nogum nocke Wiegon watch, tahlah boah 
wee be Sumbyah watuan nogum acode munch togio wata- 
bon Sumbya. Moy-wee no munch is Sawonake Matchoog 
che che gun. 

In English : 

"We think he is a good true-hearted minister, that will teach 
us the right path to heaven, and not cheat us by showing us 
the wrong path, but will teach us the right way. 

John Uncas, Chief Sachem^ 

John Manepoone, 

Joshua Ocoon, 

Jabez Jones, 

Eben'b Tunneb, 

Daniel Coopeb, 

Petek Choozheegan.* 

This is a true copy of what the Indians have sent to the 
Society, enclosed in a letter from the Churches in Norwich 
and Groton to. Dr. Eearcrof t. Please show tliis to Dr. 
Nichblls. 

Joseph Tbacby. 

, * Tbia last WM writteA wiUxthet ^ubftorib^efA own hand. 
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^w^l^—-If a 'hundred families living contiguous, but yet 
in two colonies^, should d^sire^ to ufiite into a Church, iii 
conformity with the Church of EngliEind, and those in each 
colony a^6e to pay their proportion to the support of a min- 
ister, licensirf by th^ Biehop of London^ naming the person, 
could such minister, residing in one Colony, claim the bene- 
fit of such an acft aa No J 3* in the other colony, where he 
officiates attentively, though his habitation be Only in one 
colosny?- 

Qu&ry 2;-^Is it not repugnant to* the act of Uniformity, 
Prifno Miz.^ (especially With ^reference to the last clause, 
that shows it was designed -to extend to all the country b^ 
longing to the Engiisb dominions,) for any of the colonies to 
make laws, either to oblige the professors of the Church of 
England, or, indeed^ any others, to support any dissenting 
way of worship, or to be present thereat f 

Query 3. — Ought not the act No. 3 to bo construed in a 
sense not repugnant to the laws of England, when capable of 
such a sense, rather than in a sense that implies a plain 
repugnancy, as compelling me to support Independency 
seems to be ? 



[2209. Mr, Beach to the Secretary.] 

Heading^ Conneoticiit^ in If. England^ 

JVaveniber 24y 1759. 

Reveifend Sir, 

I beg leave to ifctum' my Kui^ble thanks to the venerabl - 
Society for their instructions for our conduct iii the late criti- 
cal conjuncture, when we were in no small danger lOfbeoom.^ 
ing a prey to our barbiftrous enemies^ 'w^V^V-w^ \v%fit'^\{^^«^. 



303 OHUBOH DOCUMENTS. 

effect. Blessed be Almighty God, the snare which they had 
laid for us is broken, and we are delivered ; the divine justice 
is very apparent in bringing off innocent blood, which, in a 
most shocking manner, they have been shedding for more 
lan half a century. Upon this generation, as they have 
ione, so has God requited them. The people in New-Eng- 
land are very sensible that, under God, our preservation is 
owing to his Majesty's paternal care, and the great expense 
which our mother country has been at for us. My parish is 
in a flourishing state in all respects, excepting that we have 
lost some of our young men in the army ; more, indeed, by 
sickness than by the sword, for this countrymen do not bear 
a campaign so well as Europeans. 

As Common Prayer-Books, Duties of Man, and small de- 
votional tracts are not to be purchased here, I therefore pre- 
sume humbly to request (if it may consist with the wisdom 
of the venerable Society) that I might be entrusted with a 
few of such good books to be distributed among my parish- 
ioners. 

I am, Eeverend Sir, yours and the venerable Society's 

Most obedient, humble servant, 

JoHK Beach. 



[2iev» Mr. Newton to the Secretary,— Extract,] 

Hiptouy in Conrhectioutj iT. England^ 

Jidy My 1759. 

Eeverend Sir, 

I take this opportunity to inform the honourable Society 
of the success of the gospel, and of my labours in the propa- 
gation of it. Our liturgy is more favourably received and 
esteemed by the Dissenters than has been for some time past, 
and many of them frequently come to Church, and desire to 
be acquainted with it ; and some of them who, a year ago, 
would not have been seen in a Church at publick worship no 
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sooner than in a mass house, (they declared them to be one 
and the same.) Two families, of good character and conver- 
£ation, have conformed since my letter of December last, and 
we have had some additions to our number of communicants. 

The honourable Society's most obedient, 

Humble servant, 

Chbistopheb !N'ewton. 



[S&v, Mr, JHbblee to the Secretary, — Mctrad,] 

Stamford^ Connecticut^ New-England^ 

September 29/A, 1759. 

Beverend Sir, 

My people continue in a peaceful, united state, in all parts 
of my extensive mission, and I constantly attend the duties 
of my office in the various parts of my mission as formerly. 
There hath not been late accessions to the Church from the 
Dissenters ; the sound of tJie trumpet and the alarms to war, 
together with a concern for the events thereof, principally 
engross the attention of the people. Indeed, the Church of 
Stamford is rather weakened than strengthened of late by 
enlistments into publick service, and by the surprising re- 
moval of a number of heads of families, through a very ma- 
lignant disorder that has prevailed among my people. In 
less than a year past I have buried twelve heads of families, 
seven males, some of them the best ornaments of religion 
and zeal for the Church, and the support of it among us, and 
of good esteem among our dissenting brethren. June 24:th, 
second Sunday after Trinity, I preached in the lower district 
of Salem to a very considerable auditory, judged between 
three and four hundred people, old and young, who behaved 
very devoutly and attentively; I gave the communion to 
thirty-nine communicants. There is a hopeful prospect of 
the increase and flourishing state of religion among that scat- 
tered poor people, and no endeavours of mine are wanting 
to serve them in their best interest. I preached to them 
about two weeks before, upon a special fast a^^ol\v.tftcL\a.^'^ 
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province, to itiplore ti^ smilcte and blessing of XHTiiie Provi- 
dence to attend his Majesty's arms the ensuing campaign, 
upon which occasion that. people also gave a >religtoms and 
devi6iit attendance. 

I am, Beverend Sir, your most ohedle&ty ^ 

Most hamble servant, and brother in Christ, 

Eben'b Dibblee. 

[The war alluded to was what was fandliariy known as " the old French war."] 



[H&v, Mr, €hrav€9tot?U 8€ereiaty,-^Exlr<Ult:'\ 

New-London^ in iT. Englandy 

November 23rf, 1759. 

Reverend and good Sir, 

I understand Mr. Pairweather is appointed to Kaitagan- 
sett. GFod's will be done. Sure I am, had the naked truHi 
been laid before you, my request had been preferred. I be- 
live that none but Mr. Merritt would have presumed to im- 
pose upon such a glorious Society, in counterfeiting a whole 
parish's design ; asserting a glaring falsehood, and condemn- 
ing the innocent. May God grant him true repentance. Did 
they know the man, I really believe, though he's of a great 
family and very rich, they, as well as all considerate Lide- 
pendents here, would despise him. This is the second time 
he has falsely represented a parish, viz., that of Providence 
and that of Narragansett. Had I been a proselyte of Clark*s 
Arianism, he had been my sure friend ; but as it w4s in the 
beginning of Christianity, so it is now, that the great men 
of the world are always the greatest opposers of Christ and 
his disciples. The prospect of the recompense of reward 
is, and will, I trust, be my abiding comfort, in all tlie vicissi- 
tudes and disappointments of life. 

Good Sir, your most obliged^ grateful, 

And obedient servant, 

Matt. Graves. ' i 
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[Bev. Mr. JHbbUetotU S^darjf.--J^Blrad»^ 

Siamfordj New^England^ 

April l8ty 1760. 

Eeverend Sir, 

I thank you for your favour of tHe Sd of May last, which 
came to hand long since. If* I should live to see an end of 
the present war, and this Church should be able to free itseK 
from some particular embarrassments, I make no doubt of its 
future increasing and flourishing state. But one considerable 
discouragement they labour under is this : antecedent to the 
late trouble, and before our country was made the seat of 
war, they had run themselves in debt about one hundred 
pounds sterling tdward furnishing their Church; and the 
burden of publick taxes, voluntary enlistments into publick 
service, and the death of many of its inost considerable pro- 
fessors, have so weakened theiii that they still He under the 
burden of that debt. This induced the Churchwardens 
and Vestry, with their minister, in October last, to prefer a 
petition to the General Assembly of the province, for liberty 
to draw a lottery in their favour, not to endow the Church, 
but to free the poor people from those troubles which were 
brought upon them by the pure providenoe of God ; but, alas, 
no such favour could be obtained, not even to draw a lottery 
in the government, if we should n<>t ^ffer a ticket for sale in 
it ; and why ? not because it is repugnant to their principles, 
for they have giv^n countenance to publick lotteries, even to 
repair the broken fortunes of private persons, and to help to 
build up and establish an ludepeniient College in the Jer- 
seys, when they could obtain no such favour in their own 
province. But, alas, this was too gre^t an ^ct of favour to 
the established Church* 

I am, Reverend and worthy Sir, 

' Youa* very humble servant, and>bi«other in Christ, 

Ebe^szek DiBBtini. '^ i 
20 
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[^9. Mr, jBeaeh to the Secretary, — Extract,'] 

Heading^in Connecticut^ April 22rf, 1760. 

Eeverend Sir, 

Arian and Socinian errors, by.means of some books writ- 
ten by Dissenters in England, seem of late to gain ground a 
great pace in this country among the Presbyterians, as they 
choose to be called, and some of our people are in no small 
danger from that infection. I hare, therefore, at Dr. John- 
son's desire and advice, prepared a small piece for the press, 
being an attempt to vindicate Scripture Mysteries^ particu* 
larly the Doctrines of the Holy Trinity^ the Atonement of 
Christy and the renovation ly the Holy Spirit } also of the 
Eternity of the Future Punishment^ with some Strictures 
upon what Mr. J, Taylor hath advanced on those points^ to 
which the Doctor hath written a short preface. If it should 
obtain the approbation of all my brethren at our Convention, 
(at which they desired me to preach upon these subjects,) and 
it should be published, I shall presume to send you over 
some copies, hoping it may make some amends for my former 
error. 



\Befo, Mr, Newton to the Secretary.] 

Biptony N'. Englandy June 25thy 1760. 

Reverend Sir, 

The state of the parish of Bipton is so much the same, as I 
have informed you in my letter of January last, that it would 
be but repeating what I have already wrote, to give any 
further account, except of baptisms. I have baptised this 
half year twenty white children, and one black, and, under 
the blessing of God, have been able to preach and catechise, 
not only on the Sabbath, but in the week, and have reason 
to think it has had a good effect upon many, and especially 
upon a number of families that live at the distance of jabout 
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eight, and some ten miles from Eipton, to whom I have often 
preached ; and of late they have been more ready to hear than 
formerly, and seem to bo religiously disposed, and sensible 
of the importance of attending publick worship, and, accord- 
ingly, have built a Church thirty six feet long and twenty- 
six feet wide ; and in about six weeks from the beginning, so 
far finished it that we met in it for publick worship, and a 
large congregation attended, it was supposed upward of three 
hundred people. These people live at a great distance from 
any publick worship, and many of them are so poor that 
they have not horses to carry their families to worship if 
they would, and others, it seems by their conduct, choose to 
spend the Sabbath in hunting and unnecessary visits, and are 
not only dilatory in religious matters, but in secular affairs. 
Many live but little above the Indian, and are destitute of 
the comforts of life. This melancholy prospect influenced 
some persons that were able, to build a Church, as one of 
them declared to me, that has been a professor of the Church 
for some years, that he thought it his duty to expend part of 
his estate in building a Church, to prevent their becoming 
heathens. These people since have attended worship and 
seem very highly to prize the worship of the Church, and 
have desired me to take the care of tliera, and I have preach- 
ed every fourth Sunday to them, and wait for the direction 
of the venerable Society. Those that have before been pro- 
fessors of the Church in these parts, have sent their requests 
to the Society ; and as my duty will be attended with more 
trouble and expense, and very little can I expect from the 
people for my support, I humbly beg the Society would 
make to me some addition to my salary, and also give me 
some books for a library, which is allowed to every mission 
but Kipton ; and permit me. Sir, to ask for some Bibles and 
Common Prayer-Books and Catechisms, to be distributed 
among the poor people that belong to the new Church. I 
believe people never stood in more need of charity than they,* 
and a Bible and Common Prayer-Book for the Church. 

Most obedient, &c., 

Chbistopheb Newton. 
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Waterhm/^ June SQthj A. J). lT60-r 

M&y it >please the Society, 

I have contrived to officiate altemately* in my BiBVeral par* 
ish^; have had the satisfaction to find iriy labours so fiar 
Bnccessfiil ^s to promote a very good harmony among my 
parishioners, and engj^ them to give a regular and constant 
attendance upon our pubiick worishipj There does also a 
pretty good understanding subsist betw^n them and' the 
Dissenters, who have, many of thenii upon some occasions, 
given their attendance upon the worship of our most exbet 
lent Church, though the humber of conformists from thetd 
to us has been but thre6 families, who' havie publicklyjbitied 
our Church, and put themselves nnder my care. Our num- 
ber is not hereby enlarged, several families that were tetm*' 
formists having moved out of my parishes, within this half 
year past. I have visited Simsbury, and officiated thete, as 
I informed the Society I had done in my last letters^ and 
propose to give them all the assistance I can,' consistent "^i^th 
the duty of my own particular parishes, till they shall bd 
otherwise supplied. Tlie good pfeoplbof Simsbury have 
hired a young gentleman that was educated at Yale CoDegi, 
to read players and sermons for them, and' have of late 
seemed to exert themselves as far aff they could to suppfort 
the interests of th'e Church. I have drawn my bills upon 
the Society's treasurer for my salary the last half year, and 
have herewith sent my Notitia Parochialiey kii& eLlAj- 

May it please the Society, 

TheSociety's most obliged. 

And most obedient, humble servant, . , / 

James Soovil. 
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U'otitia Paroohialie. 

"So. of families belonging to the Church in "Waterbury 

and "Westburj, •••••••••• 57 

In iN'orthbnry, .•••.•••••,.• 82 

In New-Cambridge, • ••• 28 

Communicants in Waterbury and Westbury,.. • • 88 

In Korthbury, • • 37 

In New-Cambridge, • 47 

Baptised last half year,. • • 15 



[Bev* Mr, Mm^ld to theSeerektrff,] 

Derbj/y iT. England^ June 27/A, 1760. 

Eeverend Sir, 

I continue still ^employed in the care of my two parishes of 
Derby and Oxford, and I think I have good reason to hope 
that my labours are somewhat serviceable in promoting 
Christian piety and virtue among loy parishioners; and I 
have had the satisfaction of the addition of two families of 
Diss^iters and one single person, (all of them people of good 
reputation^) who, within thelast half year, h^^ve professed for 
the Church of England, and constantly, attend its worship. 

I have lately been a journey to Simsbury, where, on a 
Sunday, I preached and performed divine service, and admin- 
istered the communion to about forty communicants, and 
baptised three adults and nine children. The Church has of 
late much revived there xmder the care of Mr., Viets, a young 
gentleman, a candidate for. holy orders in. the Church, who 
was educated and has taken a degree of Bachelor of Arts at 
Yale College, in NewrHaven, and who for some time past 
has read divine service and sermons in the Church at Sims- 
bury. .They have workmen .now -employed in finishing off 
their Church, and are making preparations to finish their 
glebe-house, each of them haying been heretofore much neg- 
lected ; and there seems at present tp be a fair, prospect of a 
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flourishing Church in that town, where, for many years be- 
fore, it had been gradually declining. 

I propose to use my best endeavours to promote the in- 
terest of religion in my mission. I hereto annex my Notitia 
Parochialis for the last half year, and have drawn upon the 
Society's treasurer for fifteen pounds sterling toward my sup- 
port, and am, 

Reverend Sir, the Society's and your most obliged 
And most obedient, humble servant, 

BicHASD Mansfield. 

In Derby and O^cford — 

No. of families, • • • • • • 74 

Baptised last half year, • * 23 

Actual Communicants of the Church of England, • • 80 



[Extradfrom a Letter from Dr, Johnson to the Arehbithop of Canterbury,']'* 

May it please your Grace, 

While I was in Connecticut, about six months ago, I had 
opportunity to know much of the condition of the Church in 
those parts, and therefore thought I would be a little more 
particular in giving your Grace an account of it. The 
Church is generally in an increasing and flourishing condition, 
and much the more so, on account of the violent contentions 
of the Dissenters among themselves, which in effect drive 
people into the Church. The "Wallingford affair was again 
before the Assembly last May, and the lower house were still 
more zealous in the cause of the minor party, which seems 
the prevailing disposition of the country, so that there will 
probably be a great struggle to get out the governor and 
several of the upper house for not favouring them ; and I here 
send your Grace two pamphlets relating to these controver- 
sies, that have been published since my last. The parties are 



* This was written after Dr. Johnson had removed to New- York to take charge 
of King^S) now Columbia College. 
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both upon bad extremes. Hart and Yale, &c., are followers 
of Taylor, Foster, &c. ; and, I doubt Socinianism is at the 
bottom, and the President, Hobart, &c., are most rigid Cal- 
vinists, and intent at any rate to oppose the others to their 
utmost. Mean time the Church is every wliere in peace, and 
the Clergy orthodox; only I find there are some of the lead- 
ing laity in good Mr. Palmer's district, that is infected with 
what is here called Tayloriam^ i, « , Socinianism and Pela- 
gianism, and they are somewhat disaffected, I believe, with- 
out reason, against their minister, for preaching against those 
errors ; charging him with Calvinism, and, perhaps, he may 
be a little too warm on thefee accounts. I desired Mr. Beach 
to preach at their Convention, in Trinity week, in defence of 
the Trinity and against those loose notions, which he did to 
good acceptance, and the sermon is to be published ; a copy 
of which I shall send your Grace when I next write. 

It is a great detriment to the Churches at Middletown and 
Wallingford that Mr. Camp hath left them, induced partly 
by his necessities, and partly by the persuasion of Governor 
Dobbs, to move to North Carolina. How they are to be 
supplied I am at a loss to know ; they ought each to have a 
minister, and I wish the Society were in a condition to settle 
at least forty pounds on the former and thirty pounds upon 
the latter, who hope for one Mr. Andrews, a candidate of 
good character, and one Tread well, said to be a worthy youth, 
who has lately appeared for the Church, both bred at New- 
Haven College, where I found three or four hopeful young 
men preparing for orders. Mr. Punderson seems a very 
honest and laborious man ; yet the Church at New-Haven 
appears uneasy, and rather declining under his ministry, 
occasioned, I believe, partly by his want of politeness, and 
partly by his being absent so much, having five or six places 
under his care. I wish he was again at Groton and some 
politer person in his place, and another at Guilford and 
Branford. , 

There are now thirty Churches in that colony, (though but 
fourteen ministers,) there being three or four new ones, one 
of which is a third within the bounds of Stratford, in a re- 
mote corner, ten miles from one and eight from another*^ 
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under the care o£ Mr. Kewiion, who desires xrie to intercede 
for a few Prayer-Books and small. practical tracts for them, 
being poor, :and some of dissolute habits ; and as ha^haathis 
additional labour, I wish the Society could add: ten pounds- 
to his salary, he being both laborious and needy* The more 
I know of Mr. Winslow the more I am pleased in him as my 
successor. He excels all the Clergy in that colony ta a 
preacher, and is behind none of them in discretion and good 
conduct ; and being rector of the first Clrn^eh^ and otherwise 
duly, if not the best qualified, I wish, when Commissaries are 
appointed, heinay be a Commissary^ .being also of the most 
creditable family and. education; and as. he has a kgrge, 
young, growing family, and is obliged in that situation to Jive 
at the most expense of any of them^ it would be highly expe- 
dient, if practicaUe, to ^add ten pounds more to his support 

And here, my Lord, I beg leave to add a few Words of that 
colony in general, though perhaps it might hurt the Church 
were I known to write too freely. I am humbly of opinion, 
that every thing being taken into the Account, that for its 
bigness is the best of all his Majesty's colonies in Ammca. 
All the disadvantages it labours ^under are owing to its 
wretched constitution, being little more: than a mere-democ- 
racy, and most of them upon a level, and ieach man thinking 
himself an able divine and politician; hence the. prevalence 
of rigid enthusiasms and conceited notions ^nd practices in 
religion, and republican and mobbish principles and.prac* 
tices, next door to anarchy, in polity; And hence her. fre- 
quent feuds and factions in both; and everything is man- 
aged by profound hypocrisy and -dissimulation, bo that they 
may, in efiect, be called a commonwealth of hypocrites. I 
speak of the prevailing, bulk, who all conspire to keep men 
of true, sober and honest principles and integrity out of 
places ; and such, indeed, as things go, -abhor to have any 
hand in the publick affairs, the rest having lost all xvotion of 
almost any king or kingdom to which they are accountable. 
This state of tbinga makes multitudes veiy inquisitive after 
better principles, and many, from too.' much indignation, .run 
into the wild extremes .of bomuUesS: latitude .and free think- 
ing, while many (I hope, the most p£ those that . are inquiai- 
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tlve) seem disposed to set down in tho golden mean, the 
Church of England, if they could be provided for ; so that it 
is of the utmost importance for the best weal of that colony, 
and its eastward neighbours, that the Church be propagated, 
and, if possible, be supported ; and if, at the same time, their 
charters were demolished, and they could be reduced under 
the management of wise and good Governors and a Council 
appointed by the king, I believe they would in a little time 
grow a good sort of people, and the best of all the provinces. 

And now, my Lord, I return homeward. Westchester 
and New-Eochelle, in this province, have both lost their 
ministers, who had been disabled for some considerable time 
before, and Rye hath lately suffered a grievous loss by the 
death of good Mr, Wetmore, of the small-pox, so that there 
is not one Clergyman in all that county or the county above. 
Eye has been trying to prevail on Mr. Dibblee, of Stamford; 
but he, good man, though in great need of better support, 
and apprehensive of the great detriment it would be to that 
Church, has refused; being also made to hope for the en- 
largement of his salary, which he truly deserves, and if it 
can be done, I earnestly wish it may. They think next of 
trying for Mr. Sturgeon, but I hope they may unite on a 
worthy son of Mr. Wetmore's, who is preparing for orders ; 
and, I believe, these vacancies must wait till our candidates, 
three or four of them, are ready. "Westchester was sadly 
disappointed in Mr. Greaton's failing them, and I hope they 
will unite on one Davies, a good, sensible young man, who 
will go the next fall, and, perhaps, another. 

I am now, my Lord, though not without some danger, re- 
turned to my College, ever since the middle of May, and 
have lately held a Commencement, which was generally well 
approved, when six were graduated Bachelors, none having, 
till next May, sufficient standing for Masters. My absence, 
together with the long sickness and death of my best tutor, 
has been a great damage, five or six having left the College. 
I conclude your Grace has had our letters, earnestly begging 
your assistance in providing two more tutors, one that may 
be qualified to succeed me, and the other to succeed him 
that is dead, in teaching mathematics and experimental i^Kv 
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losophy. This latter is now extremely needed ; and I beg, if 
possible, he may be sent, though it be late in the fall, for we 
must entirely suspend those parts of learning till he comes. 

Our house, all at present int&ded, is now near finished, 
and is a very neat and commodious building, one hundred and 
eighty feet in length by thirty, three stories high, in a very 
delightful situation, near Hudson Biver, opening on the har- 
bour. This is designed for one side of a quadrangle, to be 
carried on and completed in time, as we need and shall be 
able, but we cannot go on any further without a collection 
at home, which we hope, ere long, may be obtained. I now 
long for Dr. Bristow's library, having got a good room 
ready for it. Our College has also lately suffered an un- 
speakable loss in the death of the best and most active of its 
Governors, in meridian of life, one Mr. Nicoll, a lawyer of 
great note, who was my son-in-law, than whom no man was 
ever more lamented throughout this province. Under these 
losses and difficulties, I humbly beg leave to recommend 
both it and myself to your Grace's prayers and blessings. 

By a letter I had lately from Dr. Smith, of Philadelphia, 
he puts me upon humbly requesting of your Grace, the hon- 
our of a Doctor's degree for the worthy Mr. Barclay, wish- 
ing, with me, that if it cannot be procured from Oxford, it 
may come from Lambeth. I was surprised and very sorry 
to be told by him, upon my inquiry, that he had not yet then 
prepared the draughts he was to make and transmit to your 
Grace, for which I furnished him with some materials from 
Connecticut, and expected it to have been done last fall ; he 
again promises to do it soon. 

And, my Lord, I again beg your pardon for this tedious 
letter, and whatever improprieties there may be in it, 

And remain, may it please your Grace, 

Tour Grace's most obliged, most dutiful, 

And devoted humble servant, 

Samuel Johnson. 

Singe College^ Nem- Tor% July 13^A, 1760. 
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July ZOth. 

P. S. — ^This letter, my Lord, having waited thus long for 
an opportunity, and may yet wait some days, I humbly take 
occasion to inform your Grace, that this day died, very sud- 
denly, our Lieutenant-Governor, De Lancey, so that we shall 
need to have a Governor soon sent us ; and I need not suggest 
to your Grace of bow much importance it is to us, that he be 
not only a good statesman but a friend to religion and the 
Church, and exemplary in attendance on her publick offices, 
for want of which, religion hath suffered extremely in this 
province. If, therefore, your Grace can have any influence 
in the next appointment, I doubt not it will be duly exerted 
that we may have such an one. As Mr. Standard is dead, and 
Westchester people are about applying to your Grace for an- 
other minister, I question whether a more suitable man can 
be found than Mr. Milner, by whom I wrote to your Grace, 
and who, I conclude, is now at Oxford. I could therefore 
wish, if the Society think proper, that he may be appointed 
to supply that vacancy. 

I am, my Lord, &c. 



[^Rev, Mr, Winelow to the Secretary, — Extract,"] 

Stratford^ New-England^ July 14M, 1760. 

Reverend Sir, 

I have the pleasure to say, as to the general state of this 
parish, that our congregation continues to maintain their 
steadfastness to their profession, and their endeavours to adorn 
and to recommend it by unity and peace among themselves, 
and prudence and charity toward their neighbours, and by a 
becoming zeal for the purity of the faith of the gospel, and 
for its due influence toward their own improvement in 
Christian knowledge and virtue, and toward the like im- 
provement of their fanailies. This will, I hope, by God's 
blessing, ever be the increasing fruit of the Society's pious 



316 CHUSOH DOCUKEKTB. 

care toward iis, and wherever it is extended in these colonies, 
and that by the same divine blessing wo that are employed 
in the Society's service may be enabled, wisely and faithfully 
to discharge our important duty to them and to the people 
of our charge. 

It has pleased the Supreme Dispenser of all events, to 
make an effacing breach upon uq, in the death of the late 
Reverend and truly worthy Mr. Wetmore, a gentleman of 
extensive influence and usefulness, a father and exemplary 
pattern to the Clergy in these parts. We have also much to 
regret the necessity Mr. Camp has thought himself under, to 
remove from his mission at Middletown and Wallingford, as 
at this time it is peculiarly unhappy that those places, espe- 
cially the latter, should be destitute, this being the chief seat 
of the religious controversies now agitating in this colony ; 
and where, if the people could be properly attended, a very 
flourishing Church would soon be established, to which their 
being destitute, may, I fear, prove some obstruction. Upon 
their application to me, I have engaged, as often as I eaa 
consistently with my proper duty, to give them all the assist- 
ance in my power, until they are provided for. 

I have formerly taken the freedom to observe to you the 
grounds of the contentions in this colony, and chiefly among 
the teachers; these they are still warmly engaged in, and are 
increasing confusions among themselves, which have already 
had, and must more and more produce the effects to awaken 
the consideration of many of the serious and thinking part 
among them, and put them for seeking an established founda- 
tion whereon, with some security, to settle themselves and 
enjoy the regular administration of the means and ordinances 
of religion. 

At a late convention of the Clergy of our Church in this 
colony, at New-Haven, a sermon was preached by the Rev. 
Mr. Beach, wherein, much to his own reputation, and, I trust, 
by the Divine blessing, to the credit of religion and advan- 
tage of the Church here, he has with great zeal and faithful- 
ness endeavoured to vindicate and establish the important 
fundamentals of the Sacred Trinity, and the divinity of our 
blessed Saviour ; his atonement and satisfaction ; the neces- 
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sity of the renewing and sanctifyhig influences of Divine 
Grace and the eternity of future punishment, and to expose 
the falsehood and danger of the contrary pernicious errors, 
which, by means of spreading bad books and other indus- 
trious arts of too many men of bad principles in these parts. 
Lave been successfully propagated. The Clergy have united- 
ly taken the occasion of the publication of this discourse to 
give their testimony against these errors, and to recommend 
the doctrines therein inculcated as the prime truths of the 
gospel, and the foundation on which the whole structure of 
the articles an^ liturgy of the Church is framed. I hope 
Mr. Beach has, by this service, atoned in some measure for 
the ill effects of his former unhappy mistake, and that it may 
prove a seasonable means to preserve our people in their 
steadfastness, and to guide our dissenting brethren to that 
refuge from their various distractions among themselves, 
both about doctrines and discipline, which they must needs 
wish to find. You will receive a copy of this sermon from 
Dr. Johnson. 

How greatly. Sir, are we indebted to my Lord of London, 
for the further instance we have lately received of his pious 
regard to us in the distribution of so large a number of 
copies of the second volume of his most excellent discourses, 
60 extremely well calculated for our circumstances and for 
general instruction in knowledge and direction in practice. 
May a distinguished crown of glory be the reward of his use- 
fulness. 

I beg leave to offer my due regards and best wishes for 
your health, and respectfully subscribe myself. 

Reverend Sir, the Society's 

And your most obedient servant, 

Edwabd Winslow. 
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[Hev. Mr. Winslow to the Secretary, — Fxtrdct.] 

Slratfordj DeccTriher 29thj 1760, 

Reverend Sir, 

During the past six months have been baptised here and 
at Wallingford nineteen white infants and two negro child- 
ren, and several persons added to tho communion of this 
Church. The present number of communicants is near one 
hundred and fifty, and I have still the satisfaction to be able 
to acquaint you that our people continue steadfast in their 
attachment to the Church, and, in general, careful to evidence 
the purity of their profession, and their sincerity in it, by 
endeavouring to make its substantial fruits and ornaments 
appear in their own personal improvement, in maintaining a 
union among themselves, and in giving no occasion of oflfence 
to others. By tliis means, through tho divine blessing, the 
Church in this town preserves its ground, notwithstanding a 
restless spirit of opposition is but too visible in some of our 
dissenting brethren of authority and influence among us. 
This has an unhappy tendency to keep up the prejudices of 
many who are really otherwise not ill affected to the doc- 
trines and worship of our Church, and are much disposed to 
live in friendship. Much artifice is used by the leading per- 
sons among the Dissenters in this colony to prevent their 
people from attending our service, and to possess them with 
the absurd notion of their worship and discipline being^ an 
establishment here, from which ours is a separation ; but their 
own late divisions and distractions among themselves, with 
regard to doctrine and discipline, have already unsettled so 
many, and must necessarily have the like effect with others, 
that, I doubt not at all, there will be seen numbers gladly 
embracing the refuge from these confusions and those whole- 
some means for all needful instruction and improvement in 
Christian knowledge and practice, which our happy consti- 
tution will afford them. This is manifestly the present case 
at Wallingford and in its immediate neighbourhood, where 
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the Chnrch congregation has bo far increased that the people 
think themselves in a condition to make some suitable pro- 
vision for sending home for holy orders, and for supporting 
a deserving young man, who has been some time employed 
as a reader among them. They dare not presume upon the 
Society's assistance, further than to crave the liberty to apply 
for part of the salary granted to Middletown and "Walling- 
ford, should they in their goodness see fit to allow it. The 
people who belong to the congregation at "Wallingford, 
and live at some distance, have lately built themselves a 
small Church for their greater convenience in the winter 
season, when their families cannot well attend at the other. 
I continue to officiate at "Wallingford about once in six 
weeks, which, by the reason of the distance of near thirty 
miles, and the needful care of my particular charge, is as fre- 
quent attendance as I am able to give. 

I am, Reverend Sir, the Society's 

And your most obedient servant, 

Edwaed Winslow. 




SKETCH OF THE SEABURT FAMILY. 



\TBlt following Bkctch of the Seabniy family, fhmislied at the request of the 
Editors, hy one of its descendants, forms a part of the history of the Connecticut 
Church, in its brief narrative relating to its first Bishop. It possesses also addi- 
tional interest from its presentation of the remarkable fact (at least in this coun- 
tiy) of four successive generations having each furnished a Clergyman to the 
Church. It may well be questioned whether our ecclesiastical annds afford any 
similar instance. If any name, therefore, may be considered as belonging to the 
history of the Church at the North, it is that of Seabury. We are glad to have 
it in our power to present the following ^m the pen of a great-grandson of the 
Bishop,— Editom.] 



The name of Seabury appears at a very early date in our 
Colonial history. The family came from England and set- 
tled first in the Colony of Massachusetts, and was thence 
spread to Connecticut and New- York. John Seahury^ the 
first of the name in this country, resided in Boston in the 
beginning of the seventeenth century. His son Samuel^ bom 
in 1639^ was a surgeon, and lived at Dnxbury, Mass. He 
is spoken of as a man of some note in his profession. 

.Hid son, John Seahury^ removed from Duxbury a little be- 
fore the year 1700, and settled at Stonington, Connecticut. 
In the year 1704 he exchanged his farm in Stonington for 
one in Groton, a small place on the Biver Thames, opposite 
K ew-London, where he resided for many years ; removing, 
in the latter part of his life, however, to Hempstead, L. I., 
at which place he died, on the 17th day of December, 1769. 

Mr. John Seabury married, in 1697, Elizabeth Alden, a 
grand-daughter of the famous John Alden of the May Flower, 
by whom he had eight children, and who survived him 
many years, dying on the 4th of January, 1771, at the ad- 
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vanced age of ninety-four. She was interred at Stonington, 
where it Is recorded, on her tombstone, that she lived to see 
the fourth generation of her descendants. 

From the religious customs of the colony where he was 
born, as well as of that in which the greater part of his life 
was spent ; from the ignorance and hatred of the Church, 
which, at that time, were in these places almost universal ; 
and from the associations of his marriage, we might naturally 
expect to find Mr. Seabury the staunchest of staunch Puri- 
tans. 

Accordingly, we are not surprised to read that he lived in 
the practice of the Congregationalist sect ; that he was a 
prominent member and Deacon of the Society of that per- 
suasion in Groton ; and that he trained his son to be a 
preacher of the doctrines to which he himself had been 
trained to listen. 

Samuel^ the fourth son of Mr. John Seabury, was bom at 
Groton, on the 8th of July, 1706. He was educated at 
Harvard College, graduating in 'the year 1724, at the age of 
eighteen years, and soon after graduating was licensed to 
preach as a Congregationalist minister. 

For several months during the year 1726, he preached to 
the Congregationalists at North Groton, but in this position ho 
could not long remain. The doctrine and order of the Church, 
hitherto almost unknown, were then beginning to emerge 
from the obscurity with which ignorance and prejudice had 
shrouded them, and the Congregationalist minister of Groton 
was among the first who came within their light. 

The famous controversy between the president and pro- 
fessors and the trustees of Tale College, had but recently 
been followed by the conformity and ordination of Dr. John- 
son and others, and their learned and pious illustration of the 
faith of the Church led many to reflection, and laid the foun- 
dation of the subsequent prosperity of the Church in Con- 
necticut. 

The study and reflection of Mr. Seabury convinced him of 
the invalidity of his orders ; he declared himself a convert 
to the doctrines of the Church of England, and, in the year 
1731, crossed the ocean and received Episcopal ordination 
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from the3i8hop of London. Eeturning to America, he soon 
afterward received a commission from the venerable Society 
for propagating the gospel in foreign parts, to exercise his 
sacred functions in New-London, at a yearly compensation 
of sixty pounds, " with an arrearage or payment backward 
from the Feast-day of St. John the Baptist, which was in the 
year 1730." 

The Rev. Dr. McSparren, a missionary of the Society, who 
resided for many years in the Narragansett Country, was 
probably the founder of the Church in New-London. Ser- 
vices were held there by him, and a subscription fund was 
started, so early as the year 1725, for the erection of "a 
Church or decent edifice for the service of Almighty God ac- 
cording to the liturgie of the Church of England, as by law 
established," but it was under Mr. Seabnry that this Church 
attained its first organization in a permanent form. He met 
with those gentlemei\ in New-London who had interested 
themselves in the establishment of the Church, on the 10th 
of April, 1732, and by the choice of Wardens and Vestry- 
men, the parish was then first organized as " the Episcopal 
Church of 'New-London," the style which continued until 
the year 1741, when it begins to be designated as " St. James' 
Church," under which title it has attained its present flour- 
ishing condition. 

Mr. Seabury's commission bears date in May, 1732, one 
month after the organization of the Church. In the autumn 
of the same year, the building erected by the parish was 
opened for divine service, and from that time for a period of 
about eleven years, Mr. Seabury continued to ofliciate there, 
faithfully guarding the infancy of the parish, which, in its 
maturer growth was subject to the ministrations both of his 
son and grandson, and in which his great-grandson also has 
more than once ofliciat«d. 

In the year 1743 Mr. Seabury was transferred by the Society, 
whose commission he held, to Hempstead, Long Island, a re- 
moval which was made at the request of the people of that 
place, and with his own consent. Here he spent the remain- 
der of his life, occupying a small farm, and adding the duties^ 
of teacher to those of pastor. 
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It was during his residence at Hempstead that an effort 
was made to establish the Church in Dutchess County, and 
at the request of certain gentlemen of that county, he wrote 
to recommend them to the care of the venerable Society. 
The Society replied by promising to establish a missionary 
there when there should be provision made for the erection 
of a Church building, and in the mean time directed Mr. 
Seabury to give the people of Dutchess as much of his care 
as was consistent with his regular duties ; in accordance 
with which, Mr. Seabury for some time officiated at Fishkill 
and probably at other places in the country, as opportunity 
offered. 

He is said to have preached his last sermon at New-Lon- 
don while on a visit to his relatives and former parishioners. 
He returned to Hempstead from this excursion, and being 
taken sick soon after, died on the 15th day of June, 1764, 
leaving behind him (says Dr. Chandler, in his life of John- 
son) a character that is held in high esteem, and an example 
that is worthy of all imitation. 

Mr. Seabury was twice married ; the first time to Abigail, 
daughter of Mr. Thomas Mumford, of New-London, the sec- 
ond son of which marriage was Samuel^ afterward Bishop of 
Connecticut and Ehode Island, who was born on the 30th of 
November, 1729, and whose history requires a more eictended 
notice than comes within the limits of this sketch. He was 
graduated from Tale College in 1748, and soon after was ap- 
pointed by the venerable Society a Catechist, to act under the 
direction of his father, at Huntington, a place about twenty 
miles from Hempstead, L. I. He subsequently studied 
medicine in the University of Edinburgh, acquiring a know- 
ledge which he found very useful in the course of his clerical 
ministrations. 

Whether he studied the medical science only with a view 
to this usefulness, as some have said, or whether he inteuded 
to live by the practice of it, is not known. However this 
may have been, he put aside his medical studies for the study 
of Theology ; became a candidate for holy orders, and o\l Fri- 
day, December 2l8t, 1753, was ordained Deacon, by John, 
Bishop of Lincoln, acting for the Bishop of London. He was 
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admitted to priest^s orders, by Richard, Bishop of Carlisle, 
acting for the Bishop of London, on Sunday, the 23d day of 
December, 1753, and was on the same day, by Thomas, 
Bishop of London, licensed and authorized to perform the 
office of a priest in the Province of New- Jersey, in America. 
The Tenerable Society gave him the appointment of mission* 
ary at New-Brunswick, in that colony, and he entered upon 
his duties there in 1754. 

On the 12th of January, 1757, he was collated and induct- 
ed into the Parish of Jamaica, L. I., by Sir Charles Hardy, 
Governor of New-York. 

By the mandate of Sir Henry Moore, bearing date Decem- 
ber 3d, 1766, he was instituted Rector of St. Peter's Church, 
in "Westchester County, and, in pursuance of this mandate, 
was formally inducted to the office, at Westchester, on the 
1st day of March, 1767, by the Rev. Myles Cooper, D. D., 
President of King's College, New-York. 

In this parish he continued to officiate until the troubles of 
the Revolution interfered with his ministrations. Firmly 
adhering, during this period, to his loyalty to his Sovereign 
and his fidelity to his Church, he was at all times troubled, 
at one time seized and imprisoned, and finally, after an edict 
was published at New- York, making it death to support the 
King or any of his adherents, fifty armed men being sent 
into his neighbourhood to enforce the same, he shut up the 
Church, and, with difficulty, effecting his escape from West- 
chester, retired to the City of New- York, then in possession of 
the British. The returning forces of the patriots, whose tem- 
porary withdrawal had afforded him the opportunity of es- 
cape, damaged his property to a considerable extent, subject- 
ing the members of his family to insult, and to the breaking 
open and injuring the Church. 

It being impossible for Dr. Seabury* to resume his parish 
duties, he continued to reside, during the war, for the most 
part, in the City of New-York, where he supported himself 
by the practice of medicine. He also served as chaplain in 
tbe King's American regiment, to which position ]io was 

* He was made Doctor of PivinUy by the University of Oxford, Deo. 15, 1777. 




I 



326 OHUBOH BOOUMSNTS. 

appointed by Sir Henry Clinton, on the 14th of February, 
1778. 

After the independence of the colonies and the consequent 
removal of the authority of the Church of England from 
them, the Clergy of Connecticut were the first to realize the 
necessity of an American Episcopate, and to inaugurate the 
measures necessary to obtain it. They chose Dr. Seabury to 
become their Bishop, and, in compliance with their choice, he 
set sail for England in the year 1783, to obtain consecration. 

This, however, he could not obtain there. Tlie existing 
law prevented the consecration of a Bishop who could not 
swear allegiance to the King, and a policy hostile to the in- 
terests of the American Church forbade the repeal of that 
law. The English Bishops, therefore, feeling themselves 
bound to refuse his application. Dr. Seabury turned to the 
Church of Scotland ; a Church which, while it preserved 
unimpaired the Apostolic faith and order, enjoyed also an 
entire immunity from the restraints which fettered the legal 
establishment of the Church of England. His application 
here was favorably received, and on the 14:th day of Novem- 
ber, 1784, Dr. Seabury was consecrated at Aberdeen, by 
Bishops Kilgour,- Petrie and Skinner. He immediately re- 
turned to Connecticut, and entered upon the discharge of his 
Episcopal functions, which ho continued to exercise in that 
State, and afterward, also, in Rhode Island, until his death.* 
He had Jiis residence in New-London, and, in connection with 
the duties of the Episcopate, filled the position of Rector of 
the Parish of St. James. He died very suddenly on the 26th 
of February, 1796, in his sixty-seventh year.f 

Bishop Seabury married, on the 12th day of October, 1756, 
Mary, daughter of Mr. Edward Hicks. 



* Bishop Seabury, on his return from Scothind, landed at Newport, R. L, on the 
20th of June, 1785. On the next Sunday he preached the first sermon of an 
American Bishop in America, from Heb. xii., 1st and 2d verses. 

t The tablet to Bishop Seabury'a memory, in New-London, gives his age as 68. 
It appears from the town records of Groton, as reported by Miss Caulkins, in her 
valuable history of New-London, that he was bom in 1729. The statement of the 
tablet is, therefore, in this respect, erroneous. The exact age of the Bishop, at the 
time of his death, having been G$ years 2 months and 25 days. 
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CharUa Sedbury^ the youngest child of Bishop Seabury, 
was born at Westchester, on the 29th day of May, 1770, re- 
siding with his father at New- York; he removed with him, 
after his consecration, to New-London. Deterred from ap- 
plying for admission to Yale College by the opinion that the 
religious prejudices there prevailing would have subjected 
him to discomforts which would have more than counter- 
balanced any advantages to be derived from the Collegiate 
Course, he pursued his preparatory studies with the Kev. 
Eichard Mansfield, D. D., at Derby, Conn., and afterward 
at Narragansett with the Rev. William Smith, D. D., and 
then devoted himself to the study of Theology under the im- 
mediate supervision of his Kight Reverend father, by whom, 
upon the recommejidation of the Clergy present at the Con- 
vention of the Diocese of Connecticut, in Christ Church, 
Middletown, he was admitted to the holy order of Deacons 
on the 5th of June, 1793. He resided in New-London until 
1795, accompanying his father on several visitations, and in 
the winter of 1795-6, he officiated at Grace Church, Jamaica, 
L. L 

Within a month after the decease of his father, he was 
called to the Rectorship of St. James' Church, New-London, 
of which parish he continued to be Rector until about the 
year 1813-'14. 

On the 17th of July, 1796, he was admitted to the Priest- 
hood by Bishop Provoost, at St. George's Chapel, in the City 
of New- York. He married, on the 1 3th of June, 1 799, Anne, 
fourth daughter of Mr. Rosewell Saltonstall, of New-London, 
and by her had six children, the eldest of whom was the 
Rev. Samuel Seabury, D. D., of New- York. About the 
year 1814 he removed from New-London to Setauket, L. L, 
and became the Rector of Caroline Church at that place, 
where he spent the remainder of his life. He removed under 
the expectation of a salary of two hundred and fifty dollars, 
and an annual allowance from Trinity Church of a like 
amount. Trinity Church having discontinued the allowance, 
and the promised salary having been from time to time di- 
minished, Mr. Seabury, in 1816, accepted a stipend of two A 
hundred dollars from the Missionary Society of the Diocese, m 
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and had the field of hia miniBtrations enlarged by the addition 
of St. John's Churchy Huntington, where his grandfather had 
in his lifetime regularly officiated^ as did afterward his son ; 
and the parish at Islip, the one at a distance of seventeen, the 
other of twenty-four miles from Setauket. 

The Huntington Parish was only a short time attached to 
his mission, but he retained the charge of the other two par- 
ishes until the infirmities of advancing years compelled him 
to give up the one at Islip. From that time he went seldom 
from Setauket, continuing to devote hunself to the services 
of the Church in that place until his death, which happened 
very suddenly, on the 29th of December, 1844, and which 
found him still discharging the duties of a ministry, main- 
tained for more than half a century, with a zeal and ardor 
which trouble and privation could not abate, and age could 
scarcely chill. 

[Of tho present olerieal representation of the faaulj of Seabnry, the Bey. Samuel 
Seabnry , D. D., of New- York, little need here be said, inaamuoh as hia well-earned 
reputation is well known to the members of the American Episcopal Choroh. He 
is at present Sector of the Chnrch of the Annunciation, and ** Professor of Biblical 
Literature and Interpretation of Scripture,'' in the General Theologioal Seminazy 
of tho Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States.— Eds.] 
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